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Vows to support UN plan 



KABUL (AFP) — Afghan Pre- 
sident NajibuHah said on Thursday 
he would step down at the end of 
the month and not wait until an 
interim neitttal fO¥|!liBPBlP>' 
installed. 

The 45-year-old president told 
foreign journalists here he had 
decided to relinquish his office 
when a transition council was 
installed at the end of April or in 
early May. 

He^said.he had decided not to 
wait for the interim government, 
because the UN peace plan for 
Afghanistan had accelerated since 
March 18, partly on his «^ Sug- 
gestion.^^,..,;;; 

"As 'Sddri' as this (pre-interim 
government) council is formed, I 
will deliver power to this govern- 
ment," he told Natasha Singh of 
The Pioneer new^aper of Delhi 
and an American news agency. 

However, the president, who on 
March 18 had set the first day of 
the interini government for his exit 

from aMI%4^#>|4 reveal 
whethCTWfmCT<»d to fevfe Afg- 
hanistan. 

"For Afghans, their cradle is 
their home," he said in the inter- 
view, a transcript of which was 
made avaitaWe «rAW*. * ' 

"But specifically, I will do wha- 
tever will be in favour of peace, 
whatever will contribute to the 
^^tm pcpmSf I will follow." 

♦'As soofr as tf^ fewmcil is for- 
med, I will deliver power to this 
government ... when I first issued 
the statement that I would step 
aside, the idea of the transidon 
ei^it«aK-:<Md not exist, " he said 
explaining his change in schedule. 

To the question whether anyone 
had asked him to leave the coan^ 



trv, he said simply: "No". 

Kabul's local money bazaar, the 
hub of commercial activity in the 
city, was packed with traders 1M 
Thursday unloading dollars as the 
rate of the greenback plunged 
from its 1 .200 Afghanis rate of two 
days ago to 800. 

^%ajib going," Sf^ Ort* wm^; 
"I have lost 200.000 dollafi^*^ t 
single day's transaction." 
T he news that Najibullah had 

Najib ready to 
leave 
country 

KARACHI, April 10: President 
Najibullah of AfghanistlftrBWs said 
that he will leave the country if 
necessary. 

His remarks came just before the 
announcement by UN Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali about the 
interim administration for 
Afghanistan. 

Or t^ffll^^ fold BBC on Friday 
he supported the UN peace for- 
mula for Afghanistan and would 
hand over powers to a pfroptised 
interim council. — BBC. 
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decided on a date to leave foltowed 
the first visit by foreign journalists 
to the country's north where a coa- 
lition of government troops, mili- 
tia and mujahideen have linked 
hands to forge their own peace. 

The coalition, currently in the 
form of a military council, heading 



Islamic movement," has broken 
links with Najibullah. It has ruled 
the greater part of some 11 nort- 
h*iii'iJftyWie«Ss *«« the midcfle of 
March. 

The council, headed by former 
Najibullah ally Brigadier General 
Abdul Rashid Dostam, says it is 
ttot separa^^ atti is in tevour of 
the UN peace plan. But it has also 
said peace could not come to Afg- 
hanistan undl Najibullah quit. 

In his interview on Thursday, 
Najibullah welcomed the dev«*t^ 
ments in the north, calling them a 
part of the transition to peace after 
13 years of war. 

"The situation is calm in 
Mazar," he said. "The people are 
joyfully undertaking their daily 
activities, transportation is nor- 
mal, the highways are open, the 
airports are functioning, the 
schools and shops are open." 

He declined, howep^ t@ oomr 
ment on the councfrS'sratements 
that he was holding up the process •■ 
towards peace, initiated by the 
United Nations, which envisages 
the transition council leJiding to 
the neutral interim government, 
which in turn would organise elec- 
dons within two years. 

Najibullah said he was optimi- 
stic that if people forgot their per- 
sonal and "group" differences then 
the 13 years of bloodshed, which 
have left more than one million 
dead and dif^' Aillion more 
from the country as refu^^, 
could finally be at an end: ^* 

But if group interests prevailed, 
he said, there could be complica- 
tions. 

NajibLuUab. who was installed by 
the SmrimtSwkim l&-fm 




occupation of Afghanistan, added 
that he felt the peace process, to be 
effective, must be accompanied by 
int^national guarantees that 
would ensure no was of "venge- 
ance" were tarried out by former 
foes. 

Sources close to the United 
Nations say the interim council, 
intended to smooth the transition 
process to a neutral government 
chosen by all warring sides, should 
hold power in Kabul for some six 
wMks before the intenm.fsmo^. . 
ment takes office. 

Under the UN peace plan for 
Afghanistan designed to bring 13 
years of fighting, to an end, the 
interim govemtrrwit "is charged 

with drafting electoral laws and 
organising general elections in the 
country.: 

UN Secretary General Boutros 
GhaH is expected to make an 
announcement on the exact time 

table of the staged process, which 
will include a meeting of represen- 
tatives of the warring factions, in 
the next few days. 

Geneva, but sources have hinted 
that the venue could be changed. 
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ousted in clandestine 
escape bid: Afghan envoy 




MOSCOW (AFP) — Afghan 
President Najibullah "'ousted him- 
self and remains in Kabul where 
his fate depends "on the will of 
God," Afghanistan's ambassador 
to Moscow Mohammad Daoud 
Razmyar said on Friday. 

Speaking at a news conference. 
Razmyar denied there had been a 
coup d'etat in Kabul and insisted 
the government infrastructure, 
including the armed forces, was 
functioning •'normally." 

Asked if Najibullah resigned of 
his own. volition or was toppled, 
Razmyar answered: "Najibullah 
actually ousted himself from his 
office directly when he tried to 
Leave his post in a clandestine man- 
ner." 

Responding to a question on 
NajibuUah's fate, Razmyar staled: 
"We are Muslims and we always 
tend to think that our life depends 
totally on the will of God." 

Throughout the news confe- 
rence, Razmyar repeated that 
Najibulaih was in good health and 
asserted that his life was not in 
danger. 

A senior Afghan diplomat here 
quoted by . ITAR-TASS news 
agency earlier on Friday, said 
Najibullah was in the custody of 
United Nations special envoy 



Benon Sevan. 

Reading a statement which he 
said was on behalf of the Afghan 
government, Razmyar called on 
opposition forces based in Paki- 
stan and Iran, along with leading 
Afghan exiles living in Europe and 
elsewhere, to support the govern- 
ment's policy of national reconci- 
liation. 

The government also ''calls on 
the people of Afghanistan to unite 
to defend Afghanistan's territorial 
integrity, sovereignty and inde- 
pendence in the spirit of patriotism 
and Islam." Razmyar said. 

He said the situation in Kabul 
was calm and that major transport 
routes including the main airport 
remained open. 

"The vacuum which appeared 
has disappeared very quickly," he 
stated. 

Razmyar said the current power 
in Kabul favour a United Nations 
plan for ending the crisis in the 
country. 

Asked why former close aides to 
Najibullah had described him as a 
"dictator," Razmyar said political 
disagreements were "natural" 
after Najibullah attempted to flee 
the country. 

Meanwhile, according another 
report from Kabul the government 



tried on Friday to reassure the 
United Nations of its full support 
for a UN peace plan, but a key 
mujahideen leader threatened that 
his guerillas would take the capital 
unless it surrendered "quickly." 

The impasse over whether 
ousted president Najibullah 
should be allowed to leave the 
country is complicating UN peace 
efforts amid fears of a potentially 
explosive clash between rival resi- 
stance groups. 

At the meantime the UN in 
Kabul was involved on Friday in 
intensive negotiations over the 
fate of ousted Afghan president 
Najibullah, who was stopped at 
the airport as he tried to leave the 
country on Wednesday night. 

UN and Afghan government 
sources here said the negotiations 
were continuing and Najibullah 
was still in Kabul. 

Diplomats said the United 
Nations believed NajibuUah's 
departure was part of the UN 
peace plan for Afghanistan. 

Hours after Wakil spoke, Kabul 
reverberated with the sounds of 
heavy artillery and rocket fire 
directed by government troops 
towards the southern approaches 
of the city where mujahideen for- 
ces were reportedly advancing. 



Kabul proposes 'cooling ofT 
period before settlement 



KABUL (AFP) — President 
Najibullah on Friday urged Afg- 
hans to unite and not let internal 
differences wreck the UN peace 
process, which he said was at a 
"serious stage '. 

Rockets peppered the capital as 
Najibullah addressed the nation 
on the first dav of Eid, the end of 
the month of Ramazan. 

The president said the time had 
come for Afghans to "forget the 
bitter past and live as brothers in 
our common home." 

"The state of the republic of 
Afghanistan had proposed the 
establishment of a short c*. moling off 
period ... to precede the establish- 
ment of an interim government in . 
Kabul at the end of this month," he 
said. 

The statement was in obvious 
reference to a dramatic accelera- 
tion of the peace plan for Afghani- 
stan, announced in Islamabad by 
UN special representative Benon 
Seven on Thursday. 
Sevan, saying peace was at hand 



in the war-torn country, said the 
UN Security Council would be 
asked to provide guarantees for 
the setting up of a temporary 
administration in Kabul to ensure 
a smooth transition of power to the 
interim government that would 
replace the present Soviet-instal- 
led regime. 

Afghan sources have said the 
temporary administration would 
be charged mainly with readying 
the armed forces, police and other 
branches of the country's security 
forces for the changeover to a per- 
manent government. 

Referring to his announcement 
of March 18 that he would step 
down on the first day that the inte- 
ritn goveranient took'^ffice,''the 
45-year-old president said "the sun 
of peace is ready to rise over, suc- 
cess is in the hands of God." 

However, he warned of "regret- 
table differences among us, which 
confronts Afghanistan with a 
serious danger," and added that 
his televised address was aimed at 
all Afghans — Pukhtoons, Tadz- 



hiks, Hazaras, Uzbeks, Nuristanis 
and Pashais, as well as the millions 
of refugees living abroad. 

Sevan on Thursday had warned 
that ethnic conflicts in Afghanistan 
concealed "an earthquake which 
does not recognise borders," an 
apparent reference to reported 
Iranian support for non-Pukhtuns 
militia and mujahideen, who have 
taken over the country's north in 
the past month. 

Diplomats here also saw it as a 
reference to the potentially vola- 
tile situation posed by relations 
between Afghan Uzbeks, Turk- 
men and Tadzhiks with their eth- 
nic neighbours in the Central 
^ Asian republicSj.^and the .possibi-, 
* lity of Pukhtoon resentment brea-' 
king out over the change in the 
situation in the north. 

As Najibullah spoke at least six 
rockets, apparently fired by muja- 
hideen groups in the hills surroun- 
ding the capital, peppered Kabul's 
residential areas, but there were 
no immediate reports or damage 
or casualties. 



Najib 
ousted 

Continiied from page 1 

regime, had assumed power. 

UN CHIEF: U.N. Secretary-Gen- 
eral Boutros Boutros-Ghali said on 
Thursday he was disturbed by the 
fighting in Afghanistan and urged 
all parties to pursue the political 
solution envisaged by the United 
Nations. 

The Secretary-General, in a pre- 
pared statement, and his spokes- 
man gave no information about 
President Najibullah, who the 
Afghan government said had been 
forced out of office. 

Spokesman Francois Giuliani 
said reports had been coming to 
U.N. headquarters from special 
envoy Benon Sevan who is in the 
Afghanistan capital of Kabul. But 
Giuliani could not confirm that 
Najibullah had taken refuge in the 
U.N. compound in Kabul as news 
reports indicated. 

Boutros-Ghali, who is visiting 
Beijing, said in his statement, he 
was "deeply disturbed" by the 
news from Sevan about develop- 
ments in Kabul and he expected 
the safety and freedom of move- 
ment of U.N. staff to be respected. 

"It is the view of the Secretary- 
General that the situation which is 
prevailing at this moment in Kabul 
requires that the political solution 
envisaged by the United Nations be 
now pursued in earnest by all con- 
cerned." 

The United Nations had envis- 
aged an orderly transfer of power 
to a neutral council in Kabul. Dip- 
lomats fear that government com- 
manders defending Kabul might 
now be tempted to cut their own 
deals with the rebels. 

Boutros Boutros-Ghali last Fri- 
day announced in Geneva that 
agreement had been reached to set 
up a "pre-transitional council" to 
run the country until an interim 
government could be appointed. 
Sevan was attempting to help set 
up this council and had hoped for a 
target of April 28 for Najibullah to 
leave office peacefully. 

"This was not what he had in 
mind," remarked one U.S. envoy. — 
Agencies/Radio reports. 
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culmination of 13- 
year bloodshed 



KABl L (AFP) - The 13- 
year-old Afghan war, one of the 
inheritances of the Cold War, ap- 
peared 10 be entering a final, deci- 
sive stage as President Najibuliah 
was ousted under growing military 
pressure. 

The 45 -year-old former secret 
police chief lost his government 
and pany posts and tried to flee 
Kabul early Thursday, but was 
stopped by officers of his own 
army. 

Foreign Minister Abdul Wakil, a 
classmate of his, said Thursday 
Najibuliah had been stripped of all 
his powers. 

Question marks on the future of 
Najibuliah — and of Afghanistan — 
remained in a fluid, fast-developing 
situation as the resistance advanced 
on the Afghan capital. 

But Najibullah's ouster after six 
years in power seemed to mark the 
start of a climactic phase in a con- 
flict which has has cost one million 
lives and driven more than five 
million Afghans to refugee camps 
in Pakistan and Iran. 

The fratricidal war between the 
Soviet-installed Kabul regime and 
U.S.- and Pakistan-backed muja- 
hedeen guerrillas fighting to topple 
it has been one of the longest and 
most expensive conflicts since 
Worid War II. 

The war took off and shaped into 
a proxy conflict between the super- 
powers when Red Army tanks 
rumbled across the border into the 
rugged, landlocked country De- 
cember 27, 1979 to bolster a 
fledgeling Communist regime. 

Pockets of resistance to the 
Communists, who came to power 
in a bloody April 1978 coup that 
toppled Mohammad Daoud's re- 
publican government, turned into a 
full-fledged jihad for the anti- 
ovemment fighters. 

Washington came to the aid of 
the mujahedeen (holy warriors) in 
their war against the "communist 
infidels," channelling vast amounts 
of money and military supplies to 
fund the jihad through Pakistan. 

Saudi Arabia was believed to 
have matched the United States 
dollar for dollar to aid the U.S. 
quest to defeat Moscow's expan- 
sionist designs under Leonid 
Brezhnev in one of the last theatres 
of the fight for superpower 
supremacy. 

Soviet troops tried to crush the 



revolt with ruthless carpet-bomb- 
ing, mass executions and wholesale 
mining of Afghanistan, but failed 
to blunt the fighting edge of the 
resistance. 

Change began with Mikhail Gor- 
bachev assuming the Soviet leader- 
ship in 1985. He installed Najibul- 
iah in place of Babrak Karmal, a 
hardline communist who had rid- 
den into Kabul atop a Soviet tank 
on the night of the invasion. 

Gorbachev, who called 
Afghanistan a "bleeding wound" in 
the side of the Soviet Union, 
presided over the badly mauled 
Red Army's withdrawal and left 
Najibuliah to his own devices un- 
der U.N.-brokered agreements in 
April 1988. 

The agreements signed by 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, and 
guaranteed by Moscow and 
Washington, provided for a phased 
puUout of Soviet troops who were 
finally gone by February 1989 and 
for non-intereference in each 
other's affairs. 

But Soviet support to Kabul con- 
tinued unstinted, with a massive 
airbridge ensuring daily supplies of 
military equipment that kept the 
Najibuliah regime's war machine 
going against the mujahedeen, who 
vowed to fight on until he went. 

The mujahedeen, divided by fac- 
tional and sectarian differences, 
went all out after the Soviet pullout 
but their spirits sagged as Najibul- 
iah held his own in the military 
field. 

As the Cold War faded, and the 
Soviet Union became increasingly 
preoccupied in its own economic 
difficulties, the United Nations in 
May of last year unveiled a peace 
formula. 

The world body wanted a cease- 
fire and a peace dialogue leading to 
the installation of a transitional 
mechanism that would lead 
Afghanistan to elections. 

On September 13, 1991, Moscow 
and Washington, with no ideologi- 
cal stakes left in prolonging the 
conflict, announced they were 
washing their hands off 
Afghanistan from the start of 1992 
by halting military aid to their pro- 
teges. 

Moscow started talking to the 
Mujahedeen to secure the release 
of its prisoners of war in rebel 
camps to make the disengagement 
complete. Generous handouts to 



Kabul dwindled, then stopped. 

The Soviet Union broke up, the 
mujahedeen rapidly advanced in 
Afghanistan's strategic nonh, and 
Najibuliah was denied even a last 
stand as loyalties to and within his 
regime crumbled. 

Foreign Minister Abdul Wakil 
Thursday night called Najibuliah 
"an enemy of peace," saying he had 
tried to create chaos by fleeing. 

"He feared peace would come, 
and he feared the consequences," 
Wakil said. 

Whether — and how ~ peace 
would come was still a question 
mark. 

4NATlON|3il,pRiy3Z 

Guards shoot in 
air at Kabul's 
prison 

1 KABUL (AFP) - Afghan guards 
I at Kabul's main prison, Pole 
[ Charki, shot in the air Wednesday 
I to prevent convicted common 
I criminals from taking political 
prisoners hostage. 

Prisoners said the common 
criminals had been trying to seize 
political prisoners to try and take 
advantage of a possible takeover by 
the Mujahideen. 

Guards abandoned the inside of 
the prison six days ago when de- 
tained Mujahideen, upon learning 
of the ouster of President Najibul- 
iah, tried to escape, prisoners said. 

An army captain said there were 
still 300 political prisoners at Pole 
Charki, 1,700 having already been 
liberated. 

Buildings were bullet scarred, 
bearing testament to the shooting 
last Thursday, which left between 
14 and 37 dead. 

Army guards were outside the 
prison with their guns at the ready. 

"You enter the gate at your risk 
and peril," the captain told journal- 
ists trying to enter the prison ac- 
companying relatives of prisoners. 

"Tell the Red Cross and the 
United Nations, our lives are in 
danger, we have not seen anyone 
until now," said Iraqi prisoner Is- 
mail Brahimi, chosen by the other 
prisoners to speak on their behalf 
because he spoke English. 

Twenty-eight women and 15 
children were in one of the prison's 
buildings, said Chakila Reja, 24, as 
•she unlocked the padlocks shutting 
rhe gate from inside. 

"Please, tell President Hatif we 
t je still here being threatened by 
common criminals, so that he sends 
guards to protect us," she said re- 
ferring to acting president Abdul 
Rahim Hatif, who has taken over 
following Najibullah's ouster. 
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Afghan 
diplomat denies 
coup reports 

F.P. Bureau Report 

KARACHI — Afghan consul 
general in Karachi, Syed Ibrahim, 
has contradicted reports that there 
has been a coup in Kabul against 
Dr. xNajibullah. 

Talking to The Frontier Post 
here on Sunday, he said that all 
governmental institutions, inclu- 
ding the presidential council, the 
senate, the parhament and the 
supreme law office of the country, 
were not only in place, they were 
functioning to further strengthen 
the peace process in Afghanistan. 

Besides, the present set-up had 
no presumptions to hold on to 
power indefinitely, said Syed Ibra- 
him, adding that as foreign mini- 
ster Abdul Wakil had said in his 
press conference that the present 
presidential office will only exist 
until the appointment of an inte- 
rim council. 

With the ouster of Najib from 
power the mujahideen should 
have no objection to join the inte- 
rim council, he added. 

He said that all the provincial 
administrations across Afghani- 
stan, including Ghazni, Qandahar. 
Jalalabad etc. had been sending 
messages of their support for the 
UN peace plan, and similar messa- 
ges were also being received from 
army stations inside the country, 
and foreign missions^ abroad. 

Syed Ibrahim appealed to all the 
Afghan parties based in Peshawar, 
Iran and elsewhere to support the 
efforts of Benon Sevan in the best 
interest of their motherland, and 
to defeat the forces which were 
seeking to divide the countrv. 

FRONTIER post 

Parliament 
confirms Hatif s 
appointment 

KABUL (AFP) — The upper 
and lower house of the parliament 
in Kabul Wednesday confirmed 
the appointment of Abdul Rahim 
Haltif as acting president, in a 
move seen here as possibly vital in 
the explosive military situation. 

The parliament's vote was a 
necessary step to confirm the lega- 
lity of Hatif s position, left vacant 
by former president Najibuliah, 
who is holed up in a UN compound 
here since trying to flee the capital 
six davs ago. 
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Hatef seen as 

conciliator 

K^PA. (AFP) — The appoint- 
ment of Abdul Rahim Hatef as 
temporary head of state in place of 
fallen president NajibuHah was 
intended as a conciliatory move, 
sources in the regime said here 
Sunday. 



Ai^GHyXNIS'I AN NBWSCLIPP'NG 



Has Hatif agreed 
to be President of 




problem. 

There are however serious 
doubts whether Hatif has agreed to 
his appointment. Afghans and Pak- 
istanif who keenly follow Afghan 
ewflH!tlt€it|latif coald only have 
agreed fo'iQs promotion under 
duress. 

They even claimed that Hatif's 
family membeiaujiifesi t^iBigJjald- 
hostage by the milttary ridew in a 
bid to pressurise him to perform 
the ceremonial duties of a presi- 
dent. They also related incidents to 
stress that Hatif was a close confi- 
dant and a trusted heutenant of Dr 



Ahdul Rahim Hatef 

Hatef, 66, is not a member of the 
Watan Party, which despite its 
name change from the People's 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan, 
is still linked in people's minds 
with the Soviet occupation. 

More importantly, the sources 
said, Hatef is a Pukhtoon and a 
known moderate, all of which fac- 
tors made his choice to step into 
Najibullah"s shoes, three days 
after the former president tried to 
leave the countrv, almost inevita- 
ble. 

"It should send the right 
signals," said one government 
source, referring to the fact that of 
the three other vice presidents 
under Najibullah, two, Abdul 
Hamid Mohtab and Abdul Wahid 
Surobi, are non-Pukhtoons and 
the third, General Mohammad 
Rafi, is a long-time party member. 

Although the loose coalition 
that has been running the country 
since Najibullah's sudden exit 
from the political scene is not 
exclusively Pukhtoon, Pukhtibns 
— many of them from the coun- 
try's north — do numerically 
dominate it. 

It is the northern and non-Pukh- 
toon slant to both the dominant 
political and military groups run- 
ning the country that has helped 
raise fears in the capital of a civil 
war. Unofficial estimates put the 
number of Pukhtoons in Kabul at 
some 30 per cent, and many 
powerful military officers are 
Pukhtoons. 

Hatef, Afghans here say, has the 
added advantage of being from the 
southern city of Kandahar and not 
branded as one of the Paktia pro- 
vince Pukhtoons in NajiWlah's 
inner circle. 

A graduate of Kabul Universi- 
ty's faculty igyf letters, he served as 
head of Kandaffar municipality 
under the reign of former king 
Zahir Shah and has been a vice 
president since 1988. 

SoutJ»s within the executive 
committee of the Watan Party said 
here Sunday that the appointment 
was made by consensus, and that 
at least for now Hatef would serve 
as a fiaurehead president. — 



PESHAWAR: The announcement by 
the ruling mOitary council in Kabtil 
that it has appointed Vice-President 
Abdul Rahim Hatif as the country's 
acting President is difficult to believe 
since Hatif is known as a strong sup- 
ports of 4e^i9sed p«si(^ Ka- 
jibullah. 

The fact that Hatif has yet to ap- 
pear on Kabul Television or before 
jpurmyists also makes the an- 



Hatif 's elevation to the position 
of President in place of Dr Najib was 
announced on Kabul Television and 
Radio. It was reported that he held a 
meeting with the remaiiung three 
vice-presidents Abdul Hameed Mo- 
htat, AJbdui Waheed Sarobi and Gen 
Mohaimnad Rafi soon ^ter his ap- 
pointment. Hatif was stated to have 
endorsed the recent changes in 
Kabul and hoped it woidd the 
way for ending war and restoring 
peace in Afghanistan. 

Hatif, a Pashtoon tea-merchant 
from Kandahar, was the senior-most 
the four vice-president. Unlike the 
other vice-presidents who were 
members of the ruling party, Hatif 
neither joined #»^PA nor its suc- 
cessor Watan party. A soft-spoken 
and learned man, Hatif was re- 
spected because he preached mod- 
eration and was not affiliated with 
the ruling party. E<e was earlier ap- 
pointed head of the National Fa- 
therland Front comprising non- 
P&PA am^^mtem M ^ ItdM 
regime. 

Kabul's new rulers have appar- 
ently announced Hatif's appoint- 
ment as President to appease the 
Btshtoons, who are abready suspi- 
ci^nisof the intentions of the ruling 
military cotmcil dominated by non- 
Pashtoons and PaaiiiB-speakers. 
Hatif's reputation as a neutral, 
peace-loving man also prompted his 
appointment to convince the Mu- 
jahideen that Kabul's rulers wanted 
a peaceful solution of the Afghan 
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NajiWs txit 
was part of 

UN plan 

,,K,ABUL,JAFP) - The impasse 
over tf*e"?ate of fallen Afghan 
President Najibullah dragged into a 
tilth day Monday, with the gov- 
ernment still apparently adamant 
that he should not leave Kabul. 

Government sources said Foreign 
Minister Abdul Wakil met Monday 
' a with U.N. special negotiator Benon 

MelkS UiTES!lATIOS''i,Sev an. who has been seeking Na- 
jibullah's safe passage out of the 
country since he was turned back at 
Kabul aiipprt^by Afghan troops 

'#t#tt^ Wm'^s^m Na- 
jibullah's attempt to leave as unau- 



KabuLthails 
UN chief's 
statement 

KABUL, April 12: The Afghan 
government on Saturday welcomed 
the United Nations statement that 
it (Kabul regime) would be 
replaced as soon as possible by a 
15-member neutral transitional 
council as the first concrete step in 
bringing peace to Afghanistan. 

Foreign Minister Abdul W akil, in 
a statenment read on national tele- 
vision, also vowed that his govern- 
ment would' "resolutely and sin- 
cerely" support UN Secretary-Gen- 
eral Boutros Ghali's statement in 
Geneva that the United Nations 
planned to enable the council to be 
in place by the end of this month. 

"This is the first and foremost 
practical step towards the termina- 
tion of the Afghan conflict, the 
great Afghan tragedy, Wakil said, 
referring to the 13 years of war 
which have cost more than one mill- 
ion lives and driven another five 
million Afghan from the country as 
refugees. 

^^^feiT called on all Afghans to 
forget personal and factional dif- 
ferences and put their weight 
behind the peace process which, if 
it follows the UN plan, will re.sult in 
the instal!at46it'%rf^ir IWr^tedgl^ 
neutral interim government 
charged with holding elections. 

President Najibullah said op 
Thursday he would step down a 
soon as the IS-member tran-^itt&iii 
council came into being, rc versir 
an earlier stand that he would wa - 
for an interim g04'jei|lilieffi|^.l»Jse 
office. 

Najibullah, a former secret 

police chief, said he not only 
agreed with, but had also 
suggested, that the pea6<[^^^fiess 
be speeded up. — AFP 



Has Pakistan missed the 
bus? 

—Editorial ' P^ge II 

thorised and branded the 45-year- 
old former secret police chief an 
"enemy of peace and a dictator." 

The United Nations considers 
that Najibullah's departure was an 
integral element of its peace plan 
for Afghanistan, under which he 
had on March 18 agreed to hand 
,)ver power to a neutral interim 
government. 

Rebel leader Ahmed Shah Ma- 
sood, whose prominence has 
soared in the past week and who- is 
holding talks with Wakil, told jour- 
nalists Saturday that he believed 
"Forgiveness was better than re- 
venge" in Najibullah's case. 

However, the rebel leader added 
that the decision on the fate of Na- 
jibullah, holed up in a U.N. com- 
pcjund here, was not his to make 
alone. 

Wajcil has argued publicly that 
Najibullah's fate can only be de- 
cided by the .A.fghan people and 
that "those who tried to help him 
flee" should hand him over. 

Dr Najib sends Eid 
greetings to Nawaz 

Mfmeofmimiult 

ISLAMABAD: Afghan President Dr 
Najibullah has felicitated Prime Min- 
ister Mohsmunad Nawaz Sharif <Hi 
the occasion of Eidul Fltn 

The Afghan Charge d'Affaires in 
Pakistan, Qudratullah, said here 
Saturday that the greeting message 
wsa»Jteided over to his Pakistani 
counterpart In Kabul. Dr N^ib has 
expressed best wishes for the Prime 
Minister and the p«E^ j{rfB«ystan 
in his message. 

iTERNAIIONAL \%L 
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Kabul holds breath as 
Sevan goes to Masood 
in search of peace 

Jamiat Islami commander advises Hekmatyar to go to 
Peshawar for dialogue instead of talking of offensive 



AFP 

KABUL: Top Afghan rebel commander Ahmed Shah Ma- 
sood met Wednesday with the UN Special negotiator on 
Afghanistan Benon Sevan as scores of his troops entered 
Kabul's penmeter peacefully. 

"By the grace of God there has been no fighting" Ma- 
sood told journalists in the town of Charikar some 80 
kilometres (50 miles) north of the capital where he met 
with Sevan who arrived there by government helicopter. 

However the commander told journalists before 
meeting with Sevan that some of his men had been pre- 
sent when government troops repulsed an attack at 
Tangi Walyan some 50 kilometres (31 miles) south of 
the city 

Journalists returning from the meeting to Kabul re- 



ported hundreds of Masood troops walking towards the 
city and later they could be seen ranged along a moun- 
tain crest visible from a hotel window. 

Scores had entered the streets but they had left their 
arms at checkpoints outside the city, witnesses said. 

It was not clear why the troops were ranged along the 
south-western Paghman hill line behind which are a 
patchwork of Miyahideen troops. 

The contents of the talks between Sevan and Masood 
who has proposed a Miyahideen government in Kabul 
were not immediately known. Masood, however, told re- 
porters he was "very hopeful" that a unified council 
could be formed among Miyahideen and advised Hek- 
matyar to go to the Pakistani city of Peshawar and talk 

Continued on Page 



Najib 'goes 
underground' 

KABUL — Asian diplomats 
said here on Wednesday that Pre- 
sident Najibulhih has appeared to 
have '"izone undercround" in 
Kabul. 

"As tar as an honourable exit 
goes, it appears that (the mujahi- 
deen ) have pulled the rug out from 
under his (Najibullah's) feet", said 
one of the diplomats referring to 
the Kabul strongman's statement 
that he would step down as soon as 
a neutral council could be formed 
to take over power 

Meanwhile, foreign ministry 
officials, speaking in a personal 
capacity, denied rumours that the 
president had already left the capi- 
tal. AFP 



> 



Kabul holds breath as Sevan 
goes to Masood in search of peace 



Continued from Page 

with other Mtyahideen leaders to try 
to reach an agreement rather than 
launch an offensive. Hekmatyar has 
threatened to attack Kabul by Sunday 
if the regime there does not ghre up 
power to a Miyahideen coundl. 

In Kabul Afghan Fbreign Minister 
Abdul Wakil who has also held talks 
with Masood told a press conference 
that Kabul residents should be as- 
sured that the defence of the city was 
in government's hands. 

Miyahideen groups should also be 
assured of this, Waldl warned adding 
that any attack by Hekmatyar would 
be repulsed. Masood, however, told 
journalists that he had made no direct 
contract with Hekmatyar adding that 



his radio telephone was out of the 
range of his rival leader's telephone. 

Sevan spoke with the Migahideen 
over lunch in the home of a rice mill 
owner in Charikar rented by Masood. 
He told the gathered commanders 
that there "are two ways to enter 
Kabul: "talk and go inside or you can 
fi^t each other. " He added, "it is time 
for everyone to talk." The UN repre- 
sentative also brushed off questions 
about the fate of former Afghan pres- 
ident Nsyibullah ousted last week as 
"a secondary issue". "The most im- 
portant issue to resolve today is the 
fate of Afghanistan," he added. 

Masood said he felt the possibility 
of a neutral council to stand as an in- 
terim government in Kabul as sug- 
gested earlier by the United Nations 



had been taken over by events. 

Asked if he wouM fight Hekmatyar 
if the southern rebel leader refused to 
talk, he replied: "We are trying to 
solve this problem through negotia- 
tions and talking. I believe and I am 
hopeful that a consensus can be 
reached with Mr. Hekmatyar". 

Masood named the "Lion of Pan- 
jshir" after the valley he defended 
fix)m Soviet troops during their occu- 
pation then repeated a statement 
Sevan had made in February: "The 
peace train has ab-eady departed. 
Who ever gets on gets on, whoever 
does not has missed the train."Sevan 
for his part repeated that there was 
no rigid UN peace plaiu 

"Nothing is dead" the UN official 
said "when you pick up clothes in the 



sh(^ you take the^ones that fit." 

Journalists in Charikar said the 
town was bristling with armed Mu- 
jahideen and a few government sol- 
diers but that all appeared peaceful 
with traffic policemen calmly direct- 
ing traffic and the shops open. 

Sevan landed at a military airbase 
nearby in a Soviet-made Mi- heli- 
copter with other helicopters flying 
escort and was brought to Masood's 
headquarters in the governor's house 
by military jeep. In Kabul itself streets 
were semi-deseited as the capital held 
its breath awaiting developments. 

l^mks were stationed one at each 
intersection either side of the city 
blocks holding the compound ^ere 
Nagibullah is believed to be hold up in 
the dty. 
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KABUL, '^pril 16: The 

Afghan government 
announced on Thursday 

had been overthrown and 
had tried to flee, but it still 
held out hopes that a politi- 

try's civil war was close. 

Foreign Minister Abdul 
Wakil said power had been 
transferred to four^Vicd^resi- 
dents and the executive com- 
mittee of the ruling Watan 
Party. 

"Peace will come soon. Events 
' are m&bns% towards the restora- 
tion of peace in Afghanistan after a 
long and dangerous war," he told a 
news conference. 

Wakil confirmed that Najib 
remained in Kabul but, calling it a 
sensitive Blatter, refused say 
where. 

Najib, installed by the Soviets' 
six years ago, lost power on Thurs- 
day to a coalition of Generals and a 
key Mujahideen commander as 
guerillas closed in on the capital, 
Afghan government official said. 

Foreign Minister Abdul Wakil 
confirmed reports that "the former 
President" wajs forced to give up 
his authority wfien hfe tried to flee 
the country. 

"No organisation, no individual, 
could have threatened Najtbullah's 
secwrity. But isLajib, because of the 
thf eSPf bf Tit# ^restoration of peace 
and the fear that he would have to 
answer for some of his past deeds, 
tried to flee", he told reporters. 

Najibuilah, he said, wa$ stopped 
at the airport by rebel Mifltti* - 

The Russian Itar-Tass news 
agency said Afghan President 
Najibuilah had been arrested. 

One report said that Najib had 
taken refuge in UN mission in 
Kabul. 

Latest reports from Kabul said 



that following the resignation of 
the President, powers had been 
handed over to a group of four com- 
manders. They are: Mohammad 
Nabi Azami, Commander Kabul 
Division; Asif Dilawar, Chief of 
Army Staff; Abdul Mohmin, a Tajik 
national who turned out to be a 
hero following his disobedience of 
President's orders; and Baba Jan, 
commander of Parwan province 
who helped Mujahideen capture 
Bagram province. 

A senior General and Interior 
Minister in Najib's government, 
Ghulam Farooq Yakubi, shot him- 
self to death on Wednesday night, a 
source close to him said. 

Yakubi rose to the Interior Minis- 
try position after serving as Najib's 
deputy in the dreaded secret sec- 
urity organisatioa Khad. 

Wakil, once a tlom confi#a«t of 
Najibuilah, said the former presi- 
dent and chief of Afghanistan's 
Khad secret police was a hated 
man. 

"I think after Najibuilah it is not 

necessary to talk about him. As 
Mujahideen brothers hated him, 
the Watan Party also hated him," 
Kabul Radio quoted Wakil as say- 
ing: 

The foreign minister, who held 
talks through the day with UN spe- 
cial envoy Benon Sevan, said he 
and the Watan leadership were 
ready to hand over power to a trans» 
itional council. 

"We told Mr Sevan, according to 
the previous agreement, we could 
after tomorrow, the day after 
tomorrow, one week after this, give 
power to the IS-nian neutral coun- 
cil." 

A top-ranking source told AFP in 

Kabul that Mujahideen and rebel 
government troops had announced 
a halt to their advance on the capi- 
tal's northern a.pprm^^.. , . 

However, Jamiat4-MiMni milit- 
ary committee chief Mohammed 
Ayoub said in Peshawar that forces 




KABUL: Afghan President 

Najibuilah, reported to have fled 
from his embattled capital, is still 
in Kabul, ruling party sources said 
on Thursday. — Renter wirephoto 

Afghanistan: key facts 
— Page 12 

under Ahmad Shah Massoud, who 
is affiliated with Jamiat, were still 
advancing on Kabul from the south. 

They were apparently in contact 
with the Generals inside the city, 
Ayoub said. Military sources said 
an expected announcement that 
the Generals were in control was 
not broadcast because it might giye 
the "wrong impression" in Kabul. 

Afghan government sources said 
UN Representative Benon Sevan 
had just concluded a meeting with 
members of Najib's former polit- 
buro, but t^-: : i^m0)h--,t*f!l^ 

A senior Asian dei^mat said a 

loose council of Generals and the 
"men around the airport" were try- 
ing to cobble together a viable rul- 
'ingspi|B(;ii, but that at the moment 
"itiswrytenous, very fragile." 

"The men around the airport"' 
were combat troops flown into the 



capital on Wednesday by breaka- 
way militia General Abdul Rashid 
Dostam, who left Najib last month 
to form a coalition with Mujahi- 
deen groups in the north. 

A spokesman for Dostam said 
coalition fighters had halted their 
advance on the northern 
approaches to Kabul. 

"There is no threat from the 
north. The advance from the north 
has stopped. We cannot afford loot- 
ing and chaos in Kabul for the U.N. 
peace process to succeed," Lionel 
Omar Khan Agha said. 

Agha did not say how far the joint 
forces had come down the northern 
approaches to the capital, but some 
reports reaching Kabul put the 
advance troops at Mir Bachakot, 
about 30 kilometres (18.6 miles) 
north of the city. 

The important southern 
Afghanistan city of Ghazni and two 
western districts were captured on 
Thursday by Afghan Mujahideen, 
the Afghan Islamic Press said. 

MOSCOW: Senior Russian minis- 
ters met in em^getM;^ session m 
Thursdaiy to diicusS ftte crisis in 
Afghanistan and the fate of over 
100 former Soviet citizens still in 
the country, once a dose Moscow 
ally. 

Television news said President 
Boris Yeltsin ordered the meeting 
of his top defence, security and 
foreign affairs aides to discuss 
ways to ease the crisis and protect 
citizens of Russia and other Com- 
monwealth countries. 

The ministers decided to dis- 
patch a special envoy to the Afghan 
Cijip^^J^^ul to explore mediation 
in tro^^ratict and to seek the 
release of prisoners of war from 10 
years of Soviet military interven- 
tion that ended in 1989. 

Iranian Radio, monitored by 
BBC, said a military council, 
headed by Bani Azmi, First Deputy 
Defence Minister of the Kabul 

Continued on back page , 
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15 killed in 
Afghan copter ^ 



interim govt 



crash 



KABUL, April 10: Afghan Presi- 
dent Najibuilah said Thursday he 
would step down at the end of the 
month and not wait until an interim 
neutral government was installed. 

The 45-year-old president told 
foreign journalists here he had 
decided to relinquish his office 
when a transition council was 
installed at the end of April or in 
the first days of May. 

He said he had decided not to 
wait for the interim government 
because the UN peace plan for 
Afghanistan had accelerated since 
March 18, partly on his own sugges- 
tion. 

"As soon as this (pre-interim gov- 
ernment) council is formed, I will 
deliver power to this government," 
he told Natasha Singh of the 
Pioneer newspaper of Delhi and an 
American news agency. y 

However, the President, who on 
March 18 had set the first day of the 
interim government for his exit 
from power, declined to reveal 
whether he intended to leave 
Afghanistan. 

"For Afghans, their cradle is 

their home," he said in the inter- 
view, a transcript of which was 
later made available. 

"But specifically I will do what- 
ever will be in favour of peace. 
Whatever will contribute to the 
peace process, I will follow." 

"As soon as this council is 
formed, I will deliver power to this 
government.. .when I first issued 



the statement that I would step 
aside, the idea of the transition 
council diti not e.xist," he said exp- 
laining his change in schedule. 

To the question whether anyone 
had asked him to leave the country, 
he said simply, "No." 

Kabul's local money bazaar, the 
hub of commercial activity in the 
city, was packed with traders on 
Thursday unloading dollars as the 
rate of the greenback plunged from 
its 1,200 Afghanis rate of two days 
ago to 800. 

"Najib going," said one trader," 
"I have lost 200,000 dollars in a 
single day'stransaction." 

The news that Najibuilah had 
decided on a date to leave followed 
the first visit by foreign journalists 
to the country's north, where a coal- 
ition of government troops, militia 
and Mujahideen have linked hands 
to forge their own peace. 

The coalition, currently in the 
form of a military council heading a 
movement called" the National 
Islamic Movement," has broken 
links with Najibuilah. It has ruled 
the greater part of some 11 north- 
ern provinces since the middle of 
March. 

The council, headed by former 
Najibuilah ally Brigadier General 
Abdul Rashid Dostam, says it is not 
separatist and is in favour of the 
UN peace plan. But it has also said 
peace could not come to Afghanis- 
tan until Najibuilah quit. 

In his interview on Thursday, 



Najibuilah welcomed the develop- 
ments in the north, calling them a 
part of the transition to peace after 
13 years of war. 

"The situation is calm in Mazar," 
he said. "The people are joyfully 
undertaking their daily activities. 
Transportation is normal. The high- 
ways are open. The airports are 
functioning. The schools and shops 

are open." 

He declined, however, to com- 
ment on the counciPs statements 
that he was holding up the process 
towards peace initiated by the 
United Nations which envisages 
the transition council leading to 
the neutral interim government, 
which would organise elections 
within two years. 

Najibuilah said he was optimistic 
that if people forgot their personal 
and "group" differences, then the 
13 years of bloodshed which have 
left more than one million dead and 
driven five million more from the 
country as refugees, could finally 
be at an end. 

But if group interests prevailed, 
he said, there could be complica- 
tions. 

Najibuilah, who was installed by 
the Soviet Union during its 10-year 
occupation of Afghanistan, added 
that he felt the peace process to be 
effective, must be accompanied by 
international guarantees that 
would ensure no acts of "ven- 
geance" were carried out by former 
foes.— AFP 
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Najib urges 



Afghans to bury differences 

Benon Sevan says UN will try to install interim govt by the end of April turned down 



Fifteen officials of the Kabul 
regime were killed w hen their cop- 
ter crushed during flight between 
Samangan and Baghian provinces, 
reports Afghan News Agency. 

The copter which was carrying 
the officials including Abdul 
Samad Pooya a notorious Khad 
officer to Pulikhomri district of 
Baghian province was apparantly 
crushed on mountains on April 6. 
the report added. 

.Meanwhile, mujahideen com- 
mander .Mauivi Kheradmand in his 
radio dispatch said that during the 
last operation on the provincial 
capital of Badakhshan 420 regime 
soldiers were captured while 40 
others were killed. 

In this operation 430 Klashnikov 
rifles as well as a huge quantity of 
ammunition were seized by muja- 
hideen. The mujahideen also lost 
1 1 of their men while 20 were inju- 
red during the fighting. 

In Herat, the district of Adres- 
kan fall to the mujahideen on 
April 4. 

Commander Hazrat Ali, in his 
delayed dispatch from Herat said 
that in this operation 120 military 
and regime forces surrender to the 
mujahideen along with a big num- 
ber of weapons and a big quantity 
of ammunition. 

The report from Kabul, the 
capital of Afghanistan, reveals 
that the chaotic situation in the citv 
is continuing. People of different 
organisations came out to the 
streets to express" their hatred 
towards the Kabul administration 
during last week. 

An eyewitness told Afghan 
News Agency that, the prisoners 
of the notorious jail of Puli 
Charkhi had a day long strike 
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Najib request 
for mediation 



AFP 

KABUL: President of Kabul regime, 
Dr Nsyibullah, called on Afghans to 
bury their differences and protect 
the national unity at all costs until an 
interim neutral government takes 
power in April. 

Najibuilah, dressed in a dark blue 
suit and tie and looking weary, ap- 
peared on Kabul television here 
Monday while addressing a gather- 
ing of religious leaders, academi- 
cians, social figures and representa- 
tives.of the capital districts. 

In the present sensitive condi- 
tions in the country when the UN 
peace process is forging ahead, it is 
the duty of all people to ensure the 
unity and territorial integrity of the 
country, Najibuilah said. 

At this time, Afghans must forget 
^ their differences to help a solution to 



the 14-year long war which has cost 
more than one million lives and 
driven more than five million out of 
the country as refugees, Najibuilah 
added. 

He said: "Our country must be 
assured that the government of the 
republic of Afghanistan, the armed 
forces, and the forces for peace will 
fulfil their duties until the implemen- 
tation of the peace plan," Njyibullah 
said. 

Meanwhile, Mr Benon Sevan, spe- 
cial envoy of the UN Secretary Gen- 
eral on Afghanistan, now in Tehran, 
has said that the world body would 
try to install a neutral government in 
Kabul by the end of April to replace 
the Najibuilah regime. Najibuilah 
said publicly this month that he 
would step down the same day a 
neutral government assumed power 
and he would not insist on keeping 



any elements of his government in- 
tact. 

Since his announcement, several 
leading generals in his army have 
pledged their loyalty to former 
Afghan king, Zahir Shah. They want 
him to head the neutral government 
which is tasked with holding the 
elections within two years. 

Diplomatic circles in Kabul say 
that the Afghans should bury their 
differences in a bid to solve a major 
crisis in the country's north which 
has pitted ethnic Palditoons against 
the non-Pakhtoons. 

The crisis appears to have cooled 
down in the past week with rebel- 
lious non-Pakhtoon militia comman- 
ders allovdng some food stuffs and 
civilian traffic but not military sup- 
plies to reach Kabul over the Salang 
road which links the capital to the 
northern borders of Afghanistan. 



Three national traders, Haji 
Babak from Kandahar, Haji 
Abdul Wasay from Badakhshan 
province and the representative of 
will known trader, Aaq Murrad 
have rejected the request of the 
Kabul regime to mediate between 
Rashid Dostom's miUtia in Mazar- 
i-Sharif and Najib's regime to 
solve their differences. 

According to the report the 
regime proposal was rejected at a 
meeting of the National Economic 
Council chaired by Farid Zarif 
chairman of the council. The tra- 
ders were asked to try for a com- 
promise among Gen. Abdul Ras- 
hid Dostom, Gen. xMomin, Gen. 
Mansoor Nadiri and Gen. Jumma 
Aseek, who have rebelled against 
the regime report^ MIDI A. 
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Najibullah eager 
for peace in Afghanistan 



KABUL: Afghan President Dr Na- 
jibullah said on Friday his govern- 
ment had proposed what he called a 
"short cooling off period" to lead to a 
poUtical settlement of the country's 
13-year-old civil war. 

The sun of peace will soon rise 
over Afghanistan," he said in a 
speech broadcast by state radio and 
television. 

United Nations-sponsored talks 
to end the war had entered a serious 
stage, he said, speaking a day after 
UN special envoy Benon Sevan left 
Kabid for Pakistan. Najibullah's 
speech marked the festival of Eidul 
Fitr. 

Meanwhile, Afghan Miyahideen 
fired at least half a dozen rockets at 
Kabul. There was no inunediate in- 
formation about casualties or dam- 
age. 

Najibullah, who has offered to 
step down in favour of a UN-pro- 
posed interim government to be 
named by an Afghan assembly, said 
it was necessary "to get the peace 
operation moving as soon as possi- 
ble." 

He called for unity and for 
Afghans to forget their bitter past 



and hve as brothers. To that end, he 
said, his government had proposed 
a "short cooling off period." He gave 
no details. 

Sevan, who has made a series of 
sudden visits to Kabul within the last 
month to pursue the UN peace plan, 
said in Islamabad on Thursday he 
was seeking a "pre-transition" ar- 
rangement before the interim gov- 
ernment. 

Much of Sevan's discussions have 
centred on this arrangement, Asian 
diplomats and sources in the ruling 
Watan Party said. "Regrettably dif- 
ferences between Afghans confront 
the country with a serious danger 
which still continues in one way or 
another," Nj^ibullah said. 

Last month, he said, he would 
hand over power to the interim gov- 
ernment and seek no role for himself 
in the peace process. He said this 
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Afghan council may ask 
for envoy's extradition 



Afghan envoy 
vows to back UN 
plan 

P.P. Bureau Report 

ISLAMABAD — Afghan 
charge d'affaires Qudratuilah 
Ahmadi has vowed to support the 
United Nations peace plan for 
Afghanistan. 

Talking to a group of journalists 
here on Thursday evening, he said 
there was no need to worry about 
situation prevailing in Kabul. 

To a question, he said: "We 
have no knowledge about the whe- 
reabouts of former President 
General Najib." 

He also assured his loyalties to 
the new administration of Kabul 
along with his colleagues. 

Answering another question, • 
Ahmadi said the situation would 
become clear in a couple of days. 

About his future line of action, 
he said: "So far we have not recei- 
ved any signal from Kabul," 
adding: "We will continue to run 
the affairs in the same way unless 
instructions are received from 
Kabul." 

fROMTlEU FUST !SS2 



Kabul regime 
misuses UN aid 



showed he was prepared to put na- 
tional interests above personal ones, 
and appealed to Miyahideen leaders 
to do the same. 

Sevan, speaking at a news con- 
ference in Islamabad on Thursday, 
declined to explain the proposed 
pre-transition arrangement. He said 
he was seeking an imderstanding of 
"dl parties concerned." 

Diplomatic and ruling party 
sources in Kabul said the propossd 
was for a neutral commission to take 
executive power in Kabul before the 
formation of a full interim govern- 
ment. 

Sevan said parties had agreed to 
a new UN plan for a single assembly 
of Afghans representing all groups. 
It was due to meet before the end of 
April, he said. 

"We are trying to work out the 
last details before making an an- 
nouncement," Dr Nsgibullah said.— 
Renter 



NEW DELHI (AFP) - The 
regime that took power in Kabul 
after ousting president Najibullah is 
likely to demand the extradition of 
his brother-in-law, the Afghan am- 
bassador to India, diplomats said 
here Friday. 

An Afghan Embassy spokesman 
here said the mission had told 
Kabul of ambassador Ahmad Sar- 
war's "illegal and unconstitutional 
escape" from the complex late 
Thursday. 

"We have informed our govern- 
ment and it will maybe ask India to 
hand over Sarwar," said Moham- 
mad Rehmatullah, the night after 
the diplomat fled his post with his 
family, Najibullah's wife and their 
children. 

"Illegally and unconstitionally 
Sarwar ran away like his brother- 
in-law," the official said, referring 
to the deposed Afghan ruler's failed 
attempt to leave Kabul for an 
undisclosed destination. 

Najibullah's wife, Fatana, and 
their two daughters have been liv- 
ing in Sarwar's official quarters 
behind the embassy for the past 
three weeks. His wife is the sister 



of the former first lady of 
Afghanistan. 

Embassy officials said Sarwar's 
residence had been sealed and a 
guard posted to stop him from en- 
tering unnoticed. 

Sarwar, who spoke to AFP re- 
porters late Thursday, remained 
non-committal when asked whether 
he would resign, saying "you ask 
me tomorrow (Friday) morning." 
He also claimed that Fatana and 
her daughters had returned to 
Kabul. 

"There was no reason for him to 
flee ... all other diplomats are 
here, " Rehmatullah said, adding 
that Counsellor Ziauddin Nassery 
had taken over as acting ambas- 
sador after the escape of Sarwar, 
posted here 1 8 months ago. 

Other embassy officials said they 
had informed the Indian Govern- 
ment of Sarwar's escape in New 
Delhi, home to some 8,000 regis- 
tered Afghan refugees. 

Indian Foreign Ministry officials 
here said they had received no re- 
quest for asylum from Sarwar and 
disclaimed knowledge of his 
whereabouts. 



The UN had provided 8,000 tons 
flour for the 70,000 children who 
are living in bitter conditions in 
Kabul city. The aid was submitted 
to the Kabul regime to distribute it 
among the needy people. But the 
Kabul regime did not distribute it 
to those who really needed but 
gave it to the regime related 
people, reports MIDI A. 

A quantity of the flour was 
reportedly submitted to the Cen- 
tral Seelo (bread baking factory) 
which provides bread to the army 
to sustain regime militia and mili- 
tary troops. 

According to the report, the 
residents of the Kabul City welco- 
med the readiness of Pakistan and 
Iran government for providing 
humanitarian aids to Afghanistan. 
However, they apprehend that the 
regime would misuse the aid. 

Besides, misusing the UN aid, 
the regime tries to buy and collect 



the food stuff which is imported by 
private traders, report adds. For 
this purpose, the regime has esta- 
blished military agencies along the 
ways to the Kabul City to buy the 
imported food stuff before rea- 
ching to the market. These agen- 
cies buy the imported materials on 
higher rates than the market rate. 

As it is seen, the government has 
paid 100 Afghanis, per seven kilos 
of flour, more than the market 
rate. This issue has caused price 
hike. 
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Najib stripped of powers after 



KABUL (AFP) — Afghan Pre- 
sident NajibuUah has been 
stripped of all his power after try- 
ing to flee the country, his foreign 
minister said here on Thursday, 
launching into a bitter attack on his 
former colleague and leader. 

Speaking as mujahideen appro- 
ached Kabul from the north and 
the south. Foreign Minister Abdul 
Wakii said Najibullah was stripped 
of all his posts in the government 
and the ruling Watan Party after 
the unsuccessful escape attempt 
early on Thursday. 

Power in Kabul now rested in 
the hands of Afghanistan's four 
vice presidents and the Watan 
Party, Wakil said, denying reliable 
reports that power was held by a 



escape bid 

group of generals. 

He said the party and the 
government were in control of 
events, and bent on ensuring that a 
United Nations peace plan sched- 
uled to be put into effect by the end 
of the month, went ahead as plan- 
ned. 

The Afghan army's high com- 
mand said in a statement that the 
situation was under control and 
order would be maintained, Radio 
Kabul monitored in Islamabad 
said. 

The statement assured residents 
of Kabul province and city that dis- 
cipline would be maintained. 

NajibuUah's whereabouts were 
unknown, but sources close to the 
generals, who are friendly to bre- 



akaway government forces in the 
north, said Najibullah, president 
since 1987, had "virtually gone 
underground". 

Wakil declined to say whether 
the government intended to put 
the 45-year-old Najibullah, instal- 
led during the Soviet occupation of 
Afghanistan, on trial, but confir- 
med he wanted the forces "who 
had tried to help him escape" to 
hand him over to the Afghan 
government. 

Najibullah is widely believed to 
be in a UN compound in Kabul. 
Earlier on Thursday a top-ranking 
government source told AFP that 
the United Nations was faced with 
a major dilemma over the presi- 
(Continued on Pagel^ 
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Najib stripped 



dent's fate. 

Sources said the United 
Nations, whose peace negotiator 
Benon Sevan arrived here on 
Thursday, hoped Najibullah could 
make a "decent exit". 

Afghan government sources 
said Sevan had met with members 
of Najibullah 's former politburo, 
but the details were unknown. 

Wakil confirmed that state secu- 
rity minister Ghulam Farooq 
Yakubi had committed suicide on 
Thursday morning, saying it was 
due to the psychological effect of 
Najibullah's attempt to flee the 
country. 

The existing government was 
ready to hand over power, "tomor- 
row or the day after tomorrow" to 
a UN transitional committee, 
made up of neutral personalities 
agreed on by all sides of the Afg- 
han conflict, Wakil said. 

During his hour-long press con- 
ference at the foreign ministry 
here, Wakil called Najibullah 
"deceptive" and "an enemy of 
peace", and said he had tried to 



create chaos and confusion by flee- 
ing. 

Najibullah, who had been tur- 
ned back at the airport in Kabul, 
had tried to create "an atmosphere 
of chaos and terror by leaving a 
vacuum of power", Wakil said. 

"He feared peace could come, 
and he feared the consequences", 
said Wakil, once a close Najibullah 
associate. 

Wakil said he was the last Afg- 
han government official to meet 
with the president at 9.00 a.m. 
(1630 GMT) on Wednesday. 

"No danger was threatening him 
when he tried to run away", he 
added. 

"Najibullah was a great obstacle 
to peace and to reaching an under- 
standing with our mujahideen 
brothers, which prevented the 
activities of the government of 
Afghanistan (towards peace) and 
of flie party from going ahead", he 
said. 

Wakil called Najibullah a "dic- 
tator" and said he had been 
"hated" by members of his own 
party as well as the mujahideen. 

He said all other major govern- 



ment and party members remai- 
ned in the capital, and added that 
the only people who tried to flee 
with Najibullah had been his brot- 
her, a general, and an aide, widely 
believed to be General Turkhi, his 
trusted spokesman. 

Najibullah's wife and three 
daughters, he said, were in the 
Afghan embassy compound in 
New Delhi, where Wakil said Naji- 
bullah had installed "a close rela- 
tive" as ambassador. 

Top Indian foreign ministry offi- 
cials in New Delhi said Najibullah 
would not be granted asylum if he 
went there, but could go to New 
Delhi as a refugee. 

Wakil, until Wednesday known 
as one of Najibullah's closest 
allies, made no mention of a "resi- 
gnation letter" which Western 
diplomats here had said had been 
written. 

Najibullah, 45, a former KHAD 
chief, became general secretary of 
the Watan Party, the erstwhile 
People's Democratic Party of Afg- 
hanistan, in May 1986 and assu- 
med the presidency in November 
1987. 
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Kabul welcomes 
UN statement 

KABUL (AFP) — The Soviet- 
installed government on Saturday 
welcomed the United Nations sta- 
tement that it would be replaced as 
soon as possible by a 15-member 
neutral transitional council as the 
first concrete step in bringing 
peace to Afghanistan. 

Foreign Minister Abdul Wakil, 
in a statement read on national 
television, also vowed that his 
government would "resolutely and 
sincerely" support UN secretary 
general Boutros Ghali's statement 
in Geneva that the United Nations 
planned to enable the council to be 
in place by the end of this month. 

"This is the first and foremost 
practical step towards ... the termi- 
nation of the Afghan conflict ... 
the great Afghan tragedy", Wakil 
said referring to the 13 years of war 
which have cost more than one 
million lives and driven another 
five million Afghans from the 
country as refugees. 

Wakil called on all Afghans to 
forget personal and factional diffe- 
rences and put their weight behind 
the peace process which, if it fol- 
lows the UN plan, will result in the 
installation of a full-fledged neu- 
tral interim government charged 
with holding elections. 

President Najibullah, 45, said 
on Thursday that he would step 
down as soon as the 15-member 
transitional council came into 
being, reversing an earlier stand 
that he would wait for an interim 
government to take office. 

Najibullah, a former secret 
police chief, said that he not only 
agreed with, but had also sugge- 
sted, that the peace process be 
speeded up. 

FRONTIER pair 
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Afghan president 
may seek asylum 
in New Delhi 

NEW DELHI (DPA) — Afg- 
han President Najibullah may seek 
asylum in India after the installa- 
tion of a United Niations-sponso- 
red neutral administration in 
Kabul, a newspaper report said on 
Thursday. 

The New Delhi-based Pioneer 
said the wife and three daughters 
of the Afghan leader had been in 
the Indian capital since last month, 
ostensibly for medical treatment. 

There was no immediate reac- 
tion from the Indian foreign office 
or the Afghan embassy to the new- 
spaper report. 

The Pioneer said Switzerland 
and Pakistan had also offered 
asylum to Najibullah. 
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over in Kabul 

Najib strippeA^M i^mts; head of KHAD commits suicide 



From Rahimuliah Yusufzai 

PESHAWAR: A four-member military 
council has taken over from 

Aghanistan's 45-year old President 
Dr Najibullah after he was stripped 
of all powers in Kabul on Thursday 
On the basis of information 
pieced together from viuritet 
scHirces, it was b^ffitt tf» rudlE^ 




military council comprised Cm NfAi 

Azimi, Gen Asif Delawjff, Gen 
Momen and Gen Baba Jan. 

iGfett Azimi, until recently Kabul 
regime's deputy defence minister 
and commander of Kabul's military 
garrison, is a Pashtoon. He comes 
ftpjn ^ prcHniiieit, fmiiy many of 

militaiy podtlom in His pas^ He lA- 



fact is related to both ex-president 

Babrak Karmal and the Afghan For- 
eign Minister Abdul Waldl, all hailing 
firom^ ^^^M in Kiba! 

province. 

Gen Asif Deiawar, also Pashtoon, 
hails from Charikar. He was Cliief of 
thfijArmy Staff and like Gen Azimi 
^fted several successful military 
campaigns against the Mujahideen. 

Gen Momen, a Tajik, was com- 
mander of the Hairatan garrison 
sited on Afghanistan's border with 
Uzbekistan, it was Gen Momen who 
triggered the drama that has now 
culminated in the resignation of Dr 
Najib. He mfact reftise*toib«iit Dr 
Najib's orders transferring him from 
Hairatan and replacing him with a 
Pashtoon general. Momen later 
joined hands with the Uzbek militia 
commander Gen Rasheed Dostum 
and other non-Pashtoon army, mili- 
tia and Mujahideen commanders to 
take control of Mazar-i-Shasrff in 
northern Afghanistan. 

Gen Baba Jan was the comman- 
der of the strategic Bagram airbase 
sited north of Kabul. Baba Jan, also 
Tajik, had revolted against Dr Najib's 
government and forged links with 
Mmghideen, especially those led by 
i^ffiBow Tajik conunander Altmad 
Shah Masood. The fall of the Bagram 
airbase signalled the beginning of 
the end for the Najib regime. 

It is however interesting to note 
that the mother tongue of the two 
Pashtoon generals Nabi Azimi and 
Asif.Pelawar too is Persian like Baba 

In a press conference broadoBt 



«i llffio'^n lliarsday, Fbreign 

Minister Abdul Wakil said Dr Najib 
had been stripped of all powers both 
in the government and the ruling 
Watan Party. Accusing him of dis- 
honesty and committing atrocities 
against his opponents, WaMl said he 
didn't want to say more about Najib 
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Coafltion of Afghan gemrais 
apparently takes power in Kabul on 
Thursday after President Najibullah 
fafls toaMapa fa M^MMtd eai^ 

President Najibullah believed to 
have taken sanctuary with United 
Nations after dissident nJHWamen 
blo<* his escape 



IRAN 



Kabul Bl= 





Bagram air base 
captured by rebel forces 
loyst to guenilla leader j 

U.N. spfeal envoy Benon S^n is worWng 
outjpeaceful transitional mechanism 



INDIA 



or his whereabouts in Kabul. The 
military council's commitment to the 
UN peace plan was also underlined 
by him. It was also stated that heads 
of the Senate and National Assembly 
were also being vm^^^&H^i^- 
sion-making. . . . 
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Wakil also said that Dr Najib's ef 
forts to tlee Afghanistan in the com- 
pany of his brother and bodyguard 
was foiled at the Khwaja Rawash 
airport in Kabul on Wednesday 
night. It was earlier reported from 
Kabul that mihtiamen loyal to Gen 
Rasheed Dostum and Gen Momen 
had taken control of this airport. 

Dr Najib was later said to have 
taken refuge in the UN office in the 
capital. His wife and three daugh- 
ters are already in New Delhi, hav- 
ing been flown there sometime 
back. 

WaJsU also announced in his 
ne#s'ii«f»fence that Gen Ghulam 

Farooq Yaqubi, National Security 
Minister and head of KHAD, had 
committed suicide once he learnt of 
Najib's attempt to flee. He said he 
and his colleagues were saddened 
by the news of Gen Yaqubi's death. 

The Foreigi Minister maintained 
that they in Party hated Dr 
Najib as much as he if:ip (j|Eil^ by 
the Miyahideen. 

He remarked that Dr Nj^ib's fate 
would be decided by the Afghan 
people. He urged those holding 
Najib to hand him over to the ruling 
military council. 

Wakil said the military council 
had assured UN special envoy 
Benon Sevan that they were ready 
to implement the UN peace plan 
and cooperate with the proposed in- 
terim council. Benon Sevan had 
flovm to Kabul from Islamabad on 
Wednesday night. Some Miyahideen 
sources later claimed, albeit 
wrongly, that the UN official was 
now stranded in Kabul due to clo- 
sure of the airport. 

Dr Najibullah, a medical doctor 
belonging to the Ahmadzai Pash- 
toon tribe, took over in nud-1986 as 
the leader of the PDPA and Presi- 
dent of Afghanis. ^ 
-He replaced Babrak Karmal, 
who had ruled the country for six 
and a half years. Dr Najib's six-year 
rule was characterised by fighting, 
coup attempts, instability and un- 
certainty. He however emerged as a 
shrewd ruler who was able to win 
alle^ance firom both his Parchami 
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Kabul envoy in Delhi 

defects 



NEW DELHI (AFP) — Afgha- 
nistan's ambassador in India has 
!led his post and gone under- 
ground along with the family of the 
deposed president, Gen. Najibul- 
lah, his brother-in-law, an 
embassy spokesman said here on 
Friday. "He has not resigned, he 
has escaped", Nassery, acting 
ambassador, told AFP adding that 
his whereabouts were not known. 

Sarwar, who had been available 
for contact with journalists until 
Thursday, fled after Najib's ouster 
from power was announced in 
Kabul by foreign minister, Abdul 
Wakeel, Nassery said, but gave no 
further details. 

According to F.P. reporter the 
harsh lenguage used by Abdul 
Wakeel while announcing the 
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Najib's ex-interior 
minister holed up 
in ministry 

The former interior minister of 
Kabul, Raz Mohammad Pakteen, 
a Najib loyalist, is holed up inside 
the interior ministry and has refu- 
sed to surrender to pro-Nabi 
Azemi forces, who have surroun- 
ded the multi-storey building, 
ANS reported quoting reliable 
Afghan sources in Kabul. 

Two of other top loyalists of the 
deposed Afghan communist 
strongmen defence minister 
Aslam Watanjar, a prominent 
Khalqi from Paktia and national 
security minister, Li. Gen. Ghu- 
lam Farooq Yaqubi, also the head 
of the dreaded Khad, were killed 
by the rebellious militia units, 
while resisting orders to surrender. 

Raz Mohammad Pakteen, also 
from Paktia province, belonged to 
the Khalq faction and was conside- 
red a close confident of Najib. He 
also had played crucial role in neu- 
tralising the military coup of Gen. 
Tanai in March 1990. 

Reports say, most of the heavily 
armed pro-Khalq faction, Saran- 
doy units have refused to be disar- 
med. 

Reliable Afghan sources said 
that infact Gen. Yaqubi was shot 
twice in the neck from behind, 
while trying to take Dr Najib to 
Kabul international airport, by 
two militiamen of Gen. Rashid 
Dostam. They strongly debunked 
the theory that Gen. Yaqubi had 
committed suicide. 
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ouster of Gen. Najib on Thursday, 
obviously, forced Sarwar to 
escape. He is a close relative of the 
deposed Afghan leader. Wakeel 
discribed Najib as a dishonest and 
a trator of Afghanistan. Najib's 
wife Fatana and two daughters 
were staying with Sarwar in his 
official residence. 

AFP adds: The Afghan envoy 
here is under India's protective 
custody after fearing a threat to his 
life following the ouster of presi- 
dent Najibullah, his brother-in- 
law, an official spokesman said on 
Fridav. 

Ambassador Ahmad Sarwar, 
who refused to recognise the new 
regime in Kabul, was transferred 
to a safe location late on Thursday 
after he told the Indiali sovern- 
ment he feared for his life and 
requested protection, the spokes- 
man said. 

•'He sought our assistance in 
transferring himself to a safer loca- 
tion"', the spokesman said. "The 
assistance was duly provided". 

The official said the government 
of India would give Sarwar all the 
"necessary assistance that devol- 
ves upon us" from the Vienna con- 
vention which governs residence 
of diplomats in foreign countries. 

Sarwar, he said, turned to the 
Indian government for help after a 
"security situation" developed 
within the embassy, but refused to 
disclose details. 

The 44-vear-old envov, howe- 
ver, had not sought political 
asylum, he said. 

"He has gone underground 
along with his family and the 
family of the former president", a 
spokesman for the embassy said. 

Another spokesman for the 
embassy said Kabul was likely to 
demand the extradition of Sarwar. 

Spokesman Mohammad Reh- 
matuUah said the mission had told 
Kabul of Sarwar's "illegal and 
unconstitutional escape" from the 
complex late on Thursday, and "it 
will may be ask India to hand over 
Sarwar". 

"Illegally and unconstitutionally 
Sarwar ran away like his brother- 
in-law", the official said, referring 
to the deposed Afghan ruler's fai- 
led attempt to leave Kabul for an 
undisclosed destination. 

Embassy officials said Sarwar's 
residence had been sealed and a 
guard posted to stop him from try- 
ing to enter unnoticed. 

"There was no reason for him to 
flee... all other diplomats are 
here", Rehmatullah said, adding 
that counsellor Ziauddin Nassery 
had taken over as acting ambassa- 
dor after the escape of Sarwar, 
who was posted here 18 months 
ago. 



Najib asks 
generals to work 
for peace 

KABUL (AFP) — President 
Najibullah, who has pledged to 
step down before the end of this 
month if a UN peace plan can 
come into effect, Monday assem- 
bled government generals and told 
them to work for peace. 

"The main goal is the restora- 
tion of peace and the termination 
of war", Najibullah, grim-faced 
and in a civilian suit, told the gene- 
rals who had flown to Kabul from 
around the country for the extraor- 
dinary gathering. 

Kabul television carried 
excerpts of the speech. 

The meeting put an end to 
rumours spread by mujahideen 
groups in Peshawar that the presi- 
dent had fled the country. 

Generals who attended the mee- 
ting declined to describe it as a 
"farewell" by the 45-year old Naji- 
bullah, a former secret police 
chief. 

"There are very uncertain 
times", one general said, reque- 
sting anonymity, "but one thing is 
for sure — he is going". 

"if he goes, he will make a fare- 
well", one official source said. 
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Afghan minister 
commits suicide ? 

KABUL (AFP) — A senior 
general in president NajibuUah's 
government, interior minister 
Ghulam Farooq Yaqubi, commit- 
ted suicide in his office Wednesday 
night, a source close to him said 
here Thursday. 

"He went into his office at about 
six o'clock last night, told his aide 
he did not want to be disturbed", 
and then a gunshot was heard, the 
soruce said. 

FRONTIER fOST 



5 killed in 1 
prisoners-Kabul 
jail authorities' 
clash 

Political prisoners of Pul-e- 
Charkhi prison conducted demon- 
strations which led to clashes 
between them and the jail authori- 
ties. During the clashes five people 
were killed and some injured, 
reports MIDIA. 

Most of the demonstrators were 
the millitary officers of Kahlq fac- 
tion of the communist party who 
were imprisoned on different cases 
espcially those who were involved 
in the failed coup against Najib 
three years ago. 

According to the report, during 
the demonstrations klashnikov 
shooting was heard. It is said that 
the klashnikov was fired by a mili- 
tary officer involving in the late fai- 
led coup. In Pul-e-Charkhi prison 
having any kind of hurting equip- 
ment is prohibited for the priso- 
ners. But the use of klashnikov 
shows the differences among the 
prison authorities. 

After the incident curfew was 
strictly imposed in the prison. 

f RONTIER »OST 
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The sun of peace 
will soon rise 
says Najib 

KABUL (Reuter) — Afghan 
President Najibullah said on Friday 
that his government had proposed 
what he called a "short cooling off 
period" to lead to a political settle- 
ment of the country's 13-year-old 
civil war. 

"The sun of peace will soon rise 
over Afghanistan" he said in a 
speech broadcast by State Radio and 
Television. 

United Nations-sponsored talks 
to end the war had entered a serious 
"stage, he said, speaking a day after 
UN Special Envoy Benon Sevan left 
Kabul for Pakistan. 

NajibuUah's speech* marked the 
festival of Eidul Fitr. 

Najibullah, who has offered to 
step down in favour of a UN prop- 
osed interim government to be 
named by an Afghan assembly, said 
it was necessary "to get the peace 
operation moving as soon as possi- 
ble." 
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President NajibuUah: Most want him to stay in KaDul until an intenm government is set up to stop the il^ntnig Phoio'^rapn: Jonn vogs 



Collective 
leadership in 

F.P. Report 

The new leadership of Afghani- 
stan, which took over after the 
departure of Gen. Najibuliah, has 
assared the U^rfted KatfthsS that 
they would extend every possible 
cooperation to make UN peace 
plan a success, Radio Kabul repor- 
ted last night. 

flHS' f«Ho ^titf that'tiire^i^tio- 
nary council has been set up to run 
the affairs of the state. The council 
consist of 45 Afghan army generals 
and 17 leaders of the Watan Party., 
ESJOfldl would hold negotia- 1 
tions with the mujahideen for the 
transfer of power as provided in 
the UN plan, the radio added. 

Accordingto aaother report by 
BW?, -liws Wii«Hi 'teadership has 
asked UN to send its troops to Afg- 
hanistan to ensure safety and secu- 
rity of the citizens. BBC commen- 
ted that |i}e regMtSJ of the Watan , 
ieadershifw^fiot practicable. i 



Najib contacts 
mujahideen for 
asylum? 

F.P. Report 

The BBC said last night that the 

Afghan ruler Najibuliah has 
expressed his willingness to leave 
Afghanistan. In an interview 
W0iAS(M«d here the Afghan ruler 
^id-thtt he was willing to leave 
Afghanistan if at all it was so desi- 
red. The controversial leader, 
however, did not explain as to 
where he would seek asylum after 
leaving Afghaiiittnf. 

According to some confirmed 
reports Najib will seek political 
asylum in India where he has 
already bought a house for his per- 
manent stay. 

According to another BBC 
report the majority of the leaders 
of the ruling Watan Party has 
already despatched their kith a«i 
kin to different countries. 

Some mujahideen groups in 
Peshawar claim that Najib has con- 
tacted them for asylum. 

Bliommii POST 
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NipKs 
minister refuses 
to surrender 

PESHAWAR: 'The former ulterior 
minister of Kabul regime, Raz Mo- 
hammad Pakteen, a Nayib Loyalist, is 
hold up inside the Interior We^kf 
and has refused to surrender to pro- 
Nabi Azemi forces, who have sur- 
rotmded the multi-story building of 
the Ministry, once being the dressed 
tmder grouM tol^hiwrcenfire 
Afghan commimists. 

Two of other top loyalists of the 
deposed Afghan conunimist strong- 
men were killed by the rebellious 
militia units, while resisting orders 
to surrender. They were, defence 
minister Aslaro WsJai^ar, a promi- 
notf Khal^ fi^ FisMa and national 
security minister, Lt Gen Ghuiam F^- 
rooq Yaqubi, the head of the dreaded 
KHAD. 



Report say, most of tlie heavily 
armed pro-Khalq faction uitits have 
refused to be disarmed. Reliable 
Afghan sources told al-Bunyan News 
Service (ANS) that infact Gen Yaqubi 
was shot twice in the neck from be 
hind, while trying to take Najib to 
Kabul airport, by two militiaman of 
Gen Rashid Dostam. They strongly 
debunked the theory that Gen 
Yaqubi had committed suicide. 

Meanwhile, large groups of 
young students of the Warsak-based 
Islamic University of Afghanistan 
and schools, rtm by Hezb-e-lslami 
(Hekmatyar) have started leaving for 
the front of Kabul. The youth are 
being despatched to Kabul, at a time 
when rival combatants were poised 
for a decisive battle for the coi^ol 
of Kabul city. —PPI 
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"APRIL £s the cruellest mmith," 
sighed a British-educated Asian 
diplomat. Not only could T S El- 
iot have been writing about Ka- 
bul's wretched spring weather, he 
I felt, but also of Afghanistan's 
j wildly veering hopes of a negoti- 
I ated settlement to 13 years of war. 
j Ai this time of year, the capital 
can e.xperience wami sunshine, 
freezing winds, hailstorms and 
driving rain in a single day. A sud- 
den roar could be thunder or an 
isolated rocket lobbed into the 
city by the mujahedin — although 
it is said that some are fired by the 
government, to undermine sym- 
pathy for the guerrillas. Kabul is 
full of rumours as the endgame is 
played out. 

One story has it that any day 
now, President NajibuUah will 
flee the country. This was what 
the US and Pakistan cpent bil- 
iions Ol dollars for more than a 
decade trying to achieve, but are 
now aaxious to prevent. Ever)'one 
outside the wildest elements of 
the mujahedin wants him to re- 
j main long enough for the United 
Nations negotiator, Benon Sevan, 
to put together an interim gov- 
ernment which could stop the 
fighting until elections are held. 

Anarchy in Kabul would proba- 
bly lead to a struggle for the spoils 
and the break-up of the country 
on ethnic lines. Communal suspi- 
cions lie behind another rumour, 
that Mr NajibuUah is to do a deal 
with his bitterest enemy, Gulbud- 
din Hekmatyar. Mr Hekmatyar 
may be the leader of the radical 



Amid hung^er and communal rivalries 
there is optimism about peace, writes 
Raymond Whitaker from Kabul 



'^'ine of the Muslim guerrillas, the 
argument goes, out he and the 
President are both Pathans, the 
largest and traditionally domi- 
nant ethnic group in a country of 
minorities, and that is v/hat 
counts. 

Both these claims lack plausi- 
bilit)'. Having held on for more 
than three years since the depar- 
ture of Soviet troops, Mr Naji- 
buUah is no quitter.' Nor is he a 
Pathan chauvinist; there are 
plenty of Tajiks and Uzbeks in 
military and official positions. 
Any sign he is wavering, however, 
could persuade them to seek alli- 
ances with the mujahedin and in 
the newly independent Central 
Asian republics to the north. That 
is what appears to have happened 
in the northern town of Mazar- 
eSharif from where the Salang 
Highway comes down to the capi- 
tal: the Uzbek militia, armed and 
trained by Kabul, seized control 
from the armv and came to an ar- 



rangement with the mujahedin. 

Ail this is endlessly discussed 
by diplomats and bureaucrats in 
the city's official quarter, where 
Socialist Realist architecture and 
the curfew combine to recreate 
the atmosphere of East Europe in 
the 1950s. Across the Kabul River 
the talk is of survival. 

Kabul had a population of 
fewer than a million in the 1970s, 
but war has swollen the figure to 3 
million. The court}'ards and 
mosque gardens of the old quar- 
ter are crowded with shipping 
containers, used as dwellings and 
market stalls. Smuggled goods 
from ail over the world are on sale 
here, but find no buyers among 
the neighbourhood's inhabitants, 
to whom the prices seem fantas- 
tic. Hunger has been common in 
Kabul's poorer areas this winter. 

Amid the dereliction, however, 
there is a hint of optimism. In the 
Shahazada market, a muddv 
courtyard where Sikh and Hindu 



LAHORE - President Najibul- 
lah will step down in the next nvo 
weeks, much earlier than expect- 
ed, to make way for a neutral ad- 
ministration that mil pave the 
way for a broad-based govern- 



ment, writes Ahmed Rashid. Se- 
nior diplomats say the President 
will hand over to a group of im- 
partial Afghan administrators, 
before the end of April when ail 
sides meet under UN auspices. 



moneychangers will cash personal 
cheques drawn on a British high 
street bank (supported by a 
cheque card) the dollar now 
fetches only 1,250 .Afghanis, down 
from 1,400 last week? Why? 

"Pakistan has started sending 
food, and Mr Sevan is comine 
back to K: '^m1 thin -vf- " - ^ " 
m.oneychanger as he puiied DricK- 
sized stacks of local currency 
from his safe. Shahazada market 
is putting its money on the Turk- 
ish Cypriot who is rushing from 
capital to capital like a sheepdog 
trying to keep everyone moving in 
the same direction. 

Untii recently Mr Sevan was 
working to a plan which called for 
a gathering of Afghans in Geneva 
or Vienna this month, simply to 
have ever>'one around the same 
table. The latest idea is that a 



oi 



'"pre-;.nien:n 
neutrals ohouid be rcudy to fiii 
any sudden vacuum in' Kabul. 
Cynics say the acronvm - PIG — 
aptly describes its acceptability in 
a Muslim country. Others argue 
that most Afghans are ready for 
peace: it might even be possible 
to meet and draw up a settlement 
in Kabul, they say. 

Pigs or sheep, there are many 
predators about. A taxi-driver 
wanted to know what a Briton 
and an American thought of the 
chances for peace. Inshallah, ev- 
er\thing would go well, we said, 
but some might not support Mr 
Sevan. "Everyone who does not 
want peace,'" responded the 
driver, "should be shot." 
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Kabul's communist symbol disappears 



Bv Guv Dinmore 



KABUL, April 19: Tank number 
815, for years a city landmark and 
potent symbol of the 1978 Com- 
munist takeover in Afghanistan, 
has been replaced by flowers. 

In the tank's place, high on a 
plinth outside the presidential 
palace, are rows of red and pink 
geraniums. 

''They came at night and loaded 
it onto a trailer," said a soldier 
standing guard by the flowers on 
Sunday. 

"They", as an official of the rul- 
ing Watan Party explained, meant 
the Ministry of Defence. 

"It was removed according to our 
policy of national reconciliation," 
he added. 

It is unclear whether the previ- 
ous owner of the obsolescent tank. 
Defence Minister Mohammed 
Aslam Watan jar, has also been 
removed since former president 
NajibuUah attempted to flee the 



country on Thursday. 

As a young tank major in 1978, 
Watanjar fired the first shell at the 
presidential palace on April 27 to 
signal the beginning of Afghanis- 
tan's Marxist revolution. 

As Mujahideen gathered around 
Kabul, ready to end 14 years of civil 
war and install an Islamic Jihad 
Council, what remains of the 
beleaguered government in Kabul 
was desperately seeking ways of 
negotiating a future role for them- 
selves. 

Apart from removing the much- 
hated Najibullah, that also means 
demolishing unwanted reminders 
of their Communist past. 

On the muddy streets of Kabul, 
war-weary residents reacted with 
relief to news that a newly-formed 
alliance of Mujahideen and defect- 
ing government troops had decided 
to hold their forces outside Kabul 
while they negotiate a peaceful 



withdrawal of the present govern- 
ment. 

"A Mujahideen government? 
Why not? We would welcome any 
government which works for the 
well-being of the people," said a 
goldsmith as he boarded up his 
shop early, just in case Mujahideen 
in the snow-capped hills around the 
city launched a rocket attack. 

"Najibullah could not do any- 
thing. We want a government that 
can save the people," he added. 

Like other traders in the Saray 
Chazda market, he seemed 
relieved the new alliance was 
under the control of Ahmad Shah 
Masood. 

A Mujahideen news service run 
by Hekmatyar's Hezb-i-Islami 
party in Pakistan questioned how 
any Mujahideen commander could 
cooperate with an administration 
with the blood of 1.5 million people 
on its hands. 



Fears have receded, albeit tem- 
porarily, of Kabul becoming a 
battleground between government 
and Mujahideen. 

Life has begun returning to 
familiar patterns. 

The dollar has dipped in value 
against the Afghani — now worth 
about 900 Afghanis as opposed to 
about 1,500 two months ago. 

"Peace prospects have a greai 
effect on the dollar," explained ont 
trader. 

Not everyone relishes the pros 
pect of an Islamic government tak 
ing over. 

One school teacher said he woul 
rather the United Nations sue 
ceeded in its plan of installing aj 
neutral council bringing together 
all sides in the hope of restoring 
democracy. 

"I would support Islamic moder 
ates if I had to, but not the fun 
damentalists," he said. — Renter 
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NEW DELHI: Deposed Afghan pres- 
ident Najibullah will arrive in India 
on Monday night, a senior govern- 
ment official said. 

The official, who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity, said Nsgibullah's 
plane was expected to land at the 
city's international airport 'after 1 1 
pm' (1730 GMT). 

India's chief government 
spokesman confirmed that authori- 
ties had made arrangements to re- 
ceive Nsgibullah but said the Afghan 
leader was not expected to arrive on 
Monday night. He said the govern- 
ment did not know when, or if, Na- 
jibullah would arrive. NajibuUah's 
wife and three daughters are staying 
at a hotel in the New Delhi's 



Najibullah 



diplomatic enclave. 

Their sixth floor suites are 
guarded round-the clock by police 
commandos, who have barred entry 
to visitors. Witnesses said securi^ 
was beefed up on Monday, appar- 
ently in expectation of Najibullah's 
arrival. 

Meanwhile the government may 
be relenting on a decision not to 
allow former president Najibullah to 
leave the country, diplomatic 
sources said in Kabul. 

Earlier in the day diplomats said 
Foreign Minister Abdul Wakil had 
come under intense pressure from 
Pakistan, Iran, India, the European 
Community, the United States and 
Russia, to reverse the decision on 



Najibullah, who is now holed up in 
a United Nations compound. 

Najibullah was stiQ in Kabul on 
Monday, UN special representative 
on Afghanistan Benon Sevan saud. 
Sevan refused further comment on 
reports that full clearance had been 
given for NajibuUah's departure, 
saying the issue was both "sensitive 
and dangerous." 

Speaking at a press conference 
Sevan said NajibuUah's departure 
from the Afghaii political scene had 
been agreed on as "part of the 
peace process." 

Most of Sevan's hour long press 
conference was taken up with dis- 
cussing the prospects for peace in 
Afghanistan. 

He appealed to aU Afghans for 
restraint at a deUcate time, saying 



that "we are almost there"-— at a 
peace settlement. 

Official sources said the embat- 
tled government had agreed in talks 
with a UN envoy to aUow Najibullah 
to leave and he was likely to fly out 
later on Monday. 

All over the country government 
forces appeared to be giving up 
without a fight, preferring to strike 
a deal with the advancing Mu- 
jahideen guerriUas rather than risk 
a bloodbaith. 

Official sources in Kabul said 
agreement wais reached with UN 
envoy Benon Sevan to aUow Na- 
jibuUah, sheltering at UN offices 
since his overthrow, to leave, diplo- 
mats saud he was expected to go to 
India. —Agencies 



Najib takes 
refuge in UN 
office? 

By Our Monitoring Desk 

The Afghan Foreign Minister Mr 
Abdul Wakeel has confirmed that 
President Najibullah has resigned. 
Dr Najibullah is reported to have 
taken refuge in a United Nations of- 
fice in Kabul, reports BBC. 

Mr Wakeel said he expects pow- 
ers to be transferred to a UN spon- 
sored transitional council within the 
next few days. 



Afghan FM to visit ^ 
Peshawar for talks 
with rebels / 

NiW DELIII: Af^ Fbrei^^ 
lygnlster Abdul is sd^dotedi 
to leave KaW for Peshawar tor 
talks with Mm'ahideen headers 
based in the BOdstani ei^> an 
Afj^an embasj^^IcesRiaxisaid 
heretod^ . ^^^^^^^ ^ 
Spokesmair Mohaimnad Kan- 

ihatuBah said that VkM would 
leave either Sunday or Monday 
talks with the rebd leaders. "He 
Witt meet an the Mqjahkteen lKO&r 
ers in Peshawar," the spokeanan 
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Wakil due in 
City today? 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — Afghan 
foreign minister Abdul Wakil is 
scheduled to leave Kabul for Pes- 
hawar for talks with mujahideen 
leaders, an Afghan-embassy spo- 
kesman saidjiere on Sunday. 

Spokiesman. Mohammad Reh- 
matullali^aid that Wakil would 
leave either Sunday or Monday for 
talks with the mujahideen leaders. 
He will meet commanders of all 
the mujahideen factions based 
there. 

However, when asked, the Paki- 
stani sources in Islamabad did not 
confirm the report. 



said, quoting from a statemaiit re- 
leased in Kabul —AFP 
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WaJdl welcomes accord on 
installation of Mi^jaMdeen govt 

3 Afghan generals pledge support to interim council 



Agencies 

KABUL: The crumbling government 
in Kabul unconditionally welcomed 
Saturday an agreement on the instal- 
lation of a Miyahideen regime in the 
Afghan capital as flghting was re- 
ported at several scattered locations 
on the city's outskirts. 

"We highly welcome this accord 
and are My prepared to cooperate 
with the peaceful transition of 
power," Foreign Minister Abdul 
Wakil announced at a press confer- 
ence. 

Agreement on the council was 
reached Thursday by rebel political 
leaders at their headquarters in the 
Pakistani city of Peshawar near the 
Afghan border. 



Top government sources said the 
son of council leader Sibghatullah 
Mojaddedi, Nsyibullah Mojadeddi had 
already arrived in Kabul for talks 
with the authorities here. Wakil said 
a technical team would arrive here 
later in the day to work out the me- 
chanics of the handover. 

Meanwhile scattered fighting was 
reported to the city's south where 
hardline Migahideen leader Gulbadin 
Hekmatyar was massing his troops. 

The sources said the message the 
government was sending to Mo- 
jadeddi was "get here as quickly as 
possible" as Wakil appealed to 
troops of rival factions around the 
city to hold their fire. 

"We £^peal to all forces involved 
in the conflict especially those very 



Afghan General appeals 

Media urged not to 
distort events 

From Our Special Representative 

KABUL, April 24: An Afghan Chief of Air Force staff and others 



army general, who returned to 
Kabul two days ago after an exile in 
Germany, almost broke down in 
tears appealing to the interna- 
tional media not to distort events in 
his country which was passing 



in uniform and in civilian dress. 

Asked whether Gulbadin Hek- 
matyar had agreed to withdraw his 
Sunday deadline, Uloomi said Gul- 
badin was not so irresponsible that 
he might launch his attack without 



through a very critical period of its waiting for the result of the propos- 
history. 

Former governor of Kandahar 
province. General Nurul Haq 
Uloomi told a crowded news con- 
ference the media was saying sev- 
eral cities had fallen to the Mujahi- 
deen, but in fact the army and the 
iMujahideen had negotiated agree- 
ments and all were working for the 
I unity of the country. 

"Go and see how the people are 
I shedding tears of joy in Jalalabad, 
Mazar Sharif, Kandahar and Herat. 
These places have not fallen to any- 
one. Nobody has conquered them. 
The people of Afghanistan have 
I joined hands willingly for peace," 
Uloomi said. 



als he had submitted through Gen- 
eral Mohammed Rafi. 

"We are discussing and consider- 
ing his proposals and they look 
quite logical, Uloomi said but 
added that "Kabul is not a small 
bite to swallow." 

At one stage Ulo6mi had tears in 
his eyes and humbly urged the 
Press not to misrepresent facts. 

He said either a council formed 
by the Mujahideen in Peshawar or 
a Jehad council in Kabul would 
take over power peacefully soon. 
"You wil hear good news," he said. 

Uloomi was a diehard opponent 
of deposed president Najibullah 
and was several times in prison and 
expelled from Afghaniiian some 



close to Kabul that they should re- 
frain from any kind of confronta- 
tion," Wakil said. 

"The recent days have been char- 
acterised by the least confrontation 
and the least number of causalities 
throughout Afghamstan," Wakil said 
referring to the peaceful coalitions 
that have taken control of city after 
city in the past week leaving only the 
status of Kabul unclear. 

"We hope the same pattern will 
be followed in Kabul," Wakil said 
adding that the government was try- 
ing to contact Hekmatyar but had 
been unable to by mid-morning. 

The Fbreign Minister also said he 
did not believe that Hekmatyar had 



A shift in loyalty 

NEW DELHI (AFP)-Afghan 
diplomats in India have switched 
their loyalty to a 51 -member tran- 
sitional Mujahideen council saying 
they will take orders from the new 
leaders. 

The Afghan diplomats, headed 
by their new Charge d' Affairs Zi- 
auddin Nassery, agreed Monday to 
extend full support to Sibgatullah 
Mujaddedi, the council's desig- 
nated president, an embassy 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

"We will be fully supporting the 
new jirgah (council) and its policy 
of a peaceful settlement in 
Afghanistan." 

"We also support Mujaddedi, 
who will form an Islamic govern- 
ment in Afghanistan today," he 
said. 

The diplomats here distanced 
themselves from the Soviet-in- 
stalled regime of Najibullah after 
their Ambassador Ahmad Sarwar 
fled from the embassy April 17 
along with the ousted President's 
wife and daughters. 
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He was flanked by several gener- time back. He was urgently called 
als including general Gul Habib, by an organisation called Move- 
head of Kargay garrison in North- ment for Peace and Democracy in 
'West Kabul, General Abdul Jamil, Afghanistan. 



totally rejected the Peshawar accord 
which provides for A 50-member Mu- 
jahideen council to take over in Kabul 
headed by Mojaddedi. 

The same day as our Miyahideen 
brothers enter Kabul all the govern- 
ment duties will be delivered to our 
brothers" Wakil said. 

Diplomats, whose missions have 
been stripped of most dependents for 
fear of fighting in the city were gen- 
erally pessimistic with some saying It 
is too late now to avoid street fight- 
ing." 

Meanwhile three Afghan generals 
pledged on Friday that the armed 
forces will support a government to 
be formed by their erstwhUe guerrilla 
foes. 

General Nurul Haq Uloomi told a 
news conference that rival Mu- 
jahideen leaders currently negotiating 
in Pakistan should agree quickly on 
the composition of the new adminis- 
tration. 

Their decision will bring tears of 
joy for Afghans," Uloomi said. 

The Afghan government has al- 
ready said it would transfer power to 
Miyahideen forces at the gates of 
Kabul but Uloomi's statement was the 
clearest to date that what is left of the 
armed forces would follow suit. 

The military was waiting for the 
Miyahideen government to emerge," 
he said. 

Uloomi an influential general and ] 
an ethnic Pushtoon was joined at the 
news conference by an air force gen- 
eral and a general in command of 
Kabul's nortihem defences. 

Uloomi said he was authorised to 
speak by the central committee of the 
ruling Watan (Homeland) party 

But Afghanistan's armed forces 
are as bitterly divided along ethnic 
and political lines as the Islamic 
rebels they have fought since the 
communist takeover in 1976. 

was MSVS INTERN AIION^ 

Najib still in 
Kabul 

From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR — Deposed Af- 
ghan President Dr Najibullah is s^ill 
jn Kabul and has taken refuge in the 
office of United Nations. He is stay- 
ing with the United Nations Secret-" 
ary General's Special Envoy, Mr 
Benon Sevan in that office. 

Dr Najibullah after relieving him- 
self from official and political desig- 
nations moved to the United Na- 
tions office late on last Wednesday 
night. He was accompanied by his 
younger brother and ADC Mr Jas- 
par. 
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ys Najib^s car 





KABUL (AFP) — Acting Au- 
han President Abdui Rahnr. Hatit u 
>aid Tuesda) liis government was 
readv to hand over power to a lem- 
porar> council of neutrals or a 
muiahideen interim government. 

"We iiave agreed on a lull trans- 
fer of all power of state — We 
abide b\ this," Hatif, said at a news 
conference here referring to the 
March 18 nledge m/ade by ousted 
president Najibulluh. 

The acting president, a non- 
party member, also said his 
government "in principle had no 
objection to NajibuUah. holed up 
in a UN office here, from leaving 
.Afghanistan." 

•if all agree on the idea of a 
mujahideen council ... we agree 
also." he said, adding that the 
question of whether or not mem- 
bers of the government or the 
Watan (Homeland) party in Kabul 
would have a place in the new 
council or government was 
"belong to mujahideen themsel- 
ves." 

He hoped the transition of 
r)ower would be smooth, but war- 



ed that the history of .Afghanistan 
■ -\\ riiten in blood." 
Our mam objective is that the 
iransition of power should take 
place peacefully." he added. 

Asked whether he wtmld "sur- 
render" the government before 
April 26 — the deadline given by 
one hardline mujahideen leader. 
Gulbadin Hekmatyar, Hatif said 
nothing was up to one laciion. 

United Natioons representative 
on Afghanistan. Benon Sevan, 
who reportedly flew Tuesday to an 
undisclosed location in Afghani- 
stan outside Kabul said Monday 
that a transfer of power could be "a 
matter of days ... or even less. " 

Hatif said he had been chosen 
out of the four vice presidents as 
acting president because he was 
"mos^ senior" of them, but added 
that full legalities, such as ceremo- 
nial handover, had not been fulfil- 
led. 

In effect, he said, it meant that 
since Saturday when he was named 
he has presided over the apparatus 
of state — the four vice presidents, 
the prime minister, chairman of 



ihe two houses of parliament, chief 
justice, attorney general and heads 
of the constitutional committee, 
when they met. 

Defence, he said, was not in his 
hands. 

Sevan called the issue "delicate 
and dangerous" although Ahmed 
Shah .Masood, the powerful nort- 
hern mujahideen commander, 
who proposed the resistance 
government and whose iroops are 
poised on the northern perimeters 
of Kabul, has said he thinks "forgi- 
veness is better than revenge" in 
Najibullah's case. 

Hatif. when asked whether he 
agreed with the foreign minister, 
Abdul Wakil's statement that 
Najibullah had been a dictator, 
replied that his colleague had used 
the terminology of the party. 
"That is not the language of the 
state," he said. 

Meanwhile. Afghan mujahi- 
deen leader Gulbadin Hekmatyar 
in Islamabad on Tuesday accused 
his rival leader Ahmed Shah 
Masood of threatening "national 
(Continued on Back Page) 



unit;.- ;n Aighai'.^tan Mid ir> 'ng tolH^ 
.ause the country to diMnic^rate 

In mes>agc trr*;-n Hckir^aix'-.r.' 
head ot the Hezb-i-I^lami faction, 
to his ""compatriots." which wa^ 
received here from hi^ pre_-s 'Mfice. 
he denounced "(Opportunist ele- 
ments in' the ranks of mujahi- 
deen." 

He said that rhey, ■•with the 
support of some e.\pan>ionisT tor- 
eign countries." were forging 
alliances with the Kabul regime 
"so that the communist party sur- 
vives and the national unity of our 
country is done away with." 

The moves will cause "the disin- 
tegration of Afghanistan," Hek- 
maivar said. 



30 pro-Najib senior officials arrested 



From Ansarullah 

PESHAWAR — Some 30 milit- 
ary and civilian officials of the 
former regime have been arrested 
by the four-men military council, 
which seized power in a swift milit- 
ary coup in Kabul on April 16, re- 
ported Al-Bunyan News Service 
quoting an officer of former Afghan 
armv. 

The arrested officials included. 
Gen Azim Zurmathi Deputy Na- 
tional Security Minister, Gen 
Mohammad Omer, Director Gen- 
eral of Military Intelligence, Gen 
Assadullah Payam, Director Gen- 
eral Political Affairs Department in 
the Interior Ministry, Gen Azizullah 
Azizi, Director General of the 
Crime Branch in the Interior Minis- 



try, Gen Gurban Director of the 
Political Affairs Committee of 
Kabul city and scores of other top 
military and Khad cffficers who re- 
sisted had take-over in Kabul. 

The Russian educated Afghan of- 
ficer who had been closed to former 
Defence Minister Aslam Watanjar, 
before dfecting to Mujahideen in 
1989, said that the attempted fleeing 
of Dr Najib and seeking refuge in 
the United Nations office in Kabul 
followe.d a very tense cabinet meet- 
ing chaired^ by Najib himself on 
April 16. 

He said that pro-Babrak Karmal 
and pro-Nabi Azimi members ex- 
changed hot words with Gen Faruq 
Yaqoobi the slain National Security 
Minister over the affairs of Mizari 



Sharif, accusing Nabi Azimi of strik- 
ing a secret de^al with the powerful 
Mujahideen commander at the cost 
of the other members of Watan 
Party. 

This reportedly infuriated Gen 
Azimi and before Gen Yaqoobi and 
Interior Minister Raz Mohammad 
Pakteen could strike. Gen Nabi 
Azimi and forces loyal to Gen 
Rashid Dostum struk and in a quick 
move disarmed elite security troops, 
responsible for the protection of Dr 
Najibullah Khan. 

Efforts to call in reinforcement 
from the loyalists Presidential 
Guard, all important roads were 
blocked. Gen Farooqi was shot dead 
near the terminal of Kabul Interna- 
tional Airport, while he trying to 



Najib denied asylum 



LAHORE, April 21: The deposed 
Afghan President Najibullah had 
sought asylum in Pakistan, but his 
request was rejected in view of a 
possible backlash by the Mujahi- 
deen, Defence Minister Syed 
Ghous Ali Shah said here on Tues- 
day. 

Talking to newsmen at the 
Alhamra Art Centre, he said 
Najib's request was examined and 
first it was thought that providing 
asylum to a man in trouble could be 
good. However, the idea was drop- 
ped for it could also offend the 
Mujahideen he said. 

Answering a question, the 
Defence Minister said Pakistan 
had been offering sacrifices for the 
cause of Mujahideen for the last 13 
years and it would not like to see 
them going waste." There will be a 



(Ctht 



Bureau Report 

peaceful transfer of .power and we 
hope this will happen very soon", 
he said. 

He denied the reports of fighting 
between Ahmed Shah Masood and 
Hekmatyar's groups. Ahmed Shah 
Masood is behaving very responsi- 
bly and Hekmatyar would also not 
like to use his force against 
Masood", he said. 

He told a reporter that the Gov- 
ernment was trying its best to forge 
unity among the Mujahideen. He 
had held a meeting with them till 4 
am as a result of which all parties 
but one had given lists of their 
nominees for the proposed interim 
council. The representative of Hek- 
matyar group sought time to con- 
sult his party shoora. 

Answering a question about 
assertions that the UN formula had 



become redundant in the changed 
situation, the Defence Minister 
said the United Nations when inter- 
vened to solve apy problem it 
involved lesser confusions. 

The present UN formula was 
made when Najib was still in 
power. But the situation had 
changed with his ouster from 
power, Ghous Ali Shah said. He 
said the UN formula could be 
amended in view of the changed 
siuation — with the consent of the 
parties concerned. 

The Defence Minister rejected 
opposition's claims that the govern- 
ment was working under dictates 
from the United States. Pakistan, 
he emphasised, was not working 
under anybody's dictates, but was 
trying to safeguard the interests of 
the Mujahideen, Mr Shah said. 



flee out of the city probably to India. 

Meanwhile responsible Mujahi- 
deen sources said that despite the 
best efforts of United Nations, the 
plan which was due to take off with 
Dr Najibullah on board, was still 
waiting for clearance from the pro- 
Rashid Dostum militiamen, control- 
ling Khwaja Rawash Airport. 

UN Special Envoy Benon Sevan, 
who is camping in Kabul is expected 
to accompany Dr Najib in his own 
car up to the airport if a safe passage 
was provided. 

The Indian Government repor 
tedly has reserved a suit for the Af 
ghan President in a hotel in the dip 
lomatic enclave of Safdar Jung ir 
New Delhi. According to recent in 
formation*; N«iih wqc ctiii Kabul 
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Hatef interim 
Afghan 
President 

By Our Monitoring Desk 

Kabul Radio has announced that 
one of the four Vice-Presidents serv- 
ing on the interim council now run- 
ning the country Abdul Rahim 
Hatef has been appointed interim 
President of Afghanistan, reports 
BBC. 
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Kabul welcomes 
Peshawar accord 



KABUL (AFP)- The crumbling 
lovenirneric in Kabul uncondi- 
tionally welcomed Saturday an 
agreement on the installation of a 
Mujahideen regime in the Afghan 
capital, as fighting was reported at 
several scattered locations on the 
citv's outskirts. 

We highly welcome this accord, 
and are fully prepared to cooperate 
with the peaceful transition of 
power,' Foreign Minister Abdul 
Wakil announced at a Press confer- 
ence. 

Agreement on the council was 
reached Thursday by Mujahideen 
political leaders at their headquar- 
ters in Peshawar. 

Top government sources said the 
son of council leader Sibghatullah 
Mojaddedi, NajibuUah Mojaddedi, 
had already arrived in Kabul for 
talks with the authorities here. 
Meanwhile, scattered fighting was 
reported to the city's south where 
hardline Mujahideen leader Gul- 
buddin Hikmatyar was massing his 
troops. 

Hikmatyar, who has not yet 
given his full support to the coun- 
cil, has laid down a Sunday dead- 



line for Kabul to surrender' or his 
forces wiil attack. 

The sources said the message the 
government was sendimi to Mo- 
jadeddi was 'get here as quickly as 
possible,' as Wakil appealed to 
troops of rival factions around the 
city to hold their fire. 

'We appeal to all forces involved 
in the conflict, especially those 
very close to Kabul, that they 
should refrain from any kind of 
confrontation,' Wakil said. 

The reports of the fighting were 
confused, but witnesses said some 
rebels of Hekmatyar's Hezb-i-ls- 
lami faction had infiltrated the 
southern suburbs and had fought 
twice there late Friday. 

Mortar fire was exchanged, but 
the whole thing was confusing,' 
said one foreigner. 

Unconfirmed reports were also 
received of shooting around the 
Kabul garrison, but officials said 
they had no informatioti. 

'The recent days have been char- 
acterised by the least confrontation 
and the least number of casualities 
throughout Afghanistan,' Wakil 



.aid retemng to the peaceful coali- 
tions that have taken control of city 
after city in the past week, leaving 
only the status of Kabul unclear. 

'We hope the same pattern will 
be followed in Kabul,' Wakil said, 
adding that the government was 
trying to contact Hikmatyar, but 
had been unable to by mid-morn- 
ing. 

The foreign minister also said he 
did not believe that Hikmatyar had 
sary communist coup which trig- 
gered the civil war. No other party 
chief will accompany Mojadeddi, 
resistance sources here said. 

The council will take control of 
vital installations and the adminis- 
trative setup in the Afghan capital. 
Mojadeddi will be caretaker head 
for two months. After that two bo- 
dres, an 'advisory council" and a 
"cabinet" will operate for a further 
four months. 

The advisory council, made up of 
the political leaders, will be headed 
by Burhanuddin Rabbani, a Tajik 
Jamiat leader, who will become 
"Head of State. " Rabbani is a close 
associate of Masood. 

Council members will not sit in 




Fate of Kabul hangs 
in balance as radicals 
issue new threat 

WaJdl says army to defend Kabul if attacked 



Reuter 

KABUL: The fate of the Afghan capital Kabul hiing in bal- 
ance on Thursday after reports that radical Muslim Mu- 
jahideen were closing in on the city and had issued a new 
ultimatum to their foes to surrender. 

UN special envoy Benon Sevan struggled to head off 
an impending collision between remaining government 
forces, a powerful alliance of northern guerillas and the 
radicals advancing on the capital's sou&em edge. 

A persuasive trouble-shooter Sevan has so far failed 
to convince Miyahideen that they should allow deposed 
President Nayibullah a safe passage out of the country 

Diplomats say the former secret police chief's pres- 



ence in a UN office in Kabul has reduced the world 
body's credibility in trying to negotiate an end to 14 
years of civil war and the establishment of a neutral care- 
taker government. 

But Miyahideen commander Ahmad Shah Masood 
told Sevan on Wednesday he was hopeful he could ne- 
gotiate a settlement with ri^^al guerillas south of the cap- 
ital. 

Masood said his old enemy hardline fimdamentalist 
Gulbadin Hekmatyar should talk peace instead of mak- 
ing threats. 

Hekmatyar's Hezb-i-Islami party said Hezb fighters 

see next page 



the Cabinet, which will choose u 
prime minister from the ranks ol 
the Hezb with a member of the 
party of moderate Syed Ahmed 
Gailani taking charge of foreign af- 
fairs and a member of the dissident 
Hezb faction led by Khales dealing 
with education. 

The interior portfolio will go to a 
member of the party led by Sayyaf. 

At a Press conference late Friday 
Rabbani said Masood would hold 
the defence portfolio in this cabi- 
net. 

After this six-month-period an 
"Islamic council" would be set up 
to decide on an interim government 
which would operate for 18 
months. 

But the formula promised noth- 
ing special for Hikmatyar whose 
relations with the pro-West Mo- 
jadeddi are lukewarm, while the 
Jamiat greeted the accord with 
jubilation. 

Hikmatyar wanted 
within one year and 
transfer of power tc a 
commanders operating arouncii 
Kabul which saw no room for his! 
rival Masood, whose powtrbasei 
remains in the country's north . 

Najib 
still in Kabul 



elections 
immediate 
council cf 



By our special correspondent 

ISLAMABAD: "This issue is sec- 
ondary" Is how UN envoy Benon 
Sevan reacted to a question about i 
his inability to secure safe passage ; 
out of Kabul for the deposed Presi- ' 
dent, Dr. Nayibullah. 

Asked whether his persistent, 
though abortive efforts, to get Nsyib 
out of the capital, had not compro- 
mised his position as mediator in the 
eyes of Miyahideen groups Sevan 
said: "^if they don't want to talk to 
me, they can talk of peace among 
themselves." 

Sevan also refuted the suggestion 
from a newsman that Nayib's pres- 
ence in Kabul was any impediment 
to a peaceftil transition. When asked 
about Dr. Najib's fate he avoided a 
direct answer, saying that the major- 
ity of those in Kabul do not have any 
assurance of safe passage out of 
there. 

But he emphatically denied re- 
ports that in his meeting with Rashid 
Dostum, the General had put his foot 
down in refusing Najib safe passage 
out of Afghanistan. Sevan said no 
such conversation took place. 
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Kabul ready to 
transfer power 
to Mujahideen 



KABUL, April 21: Afghanistan's 
acting president said on Tuesday 
that his government was ready to 
transfer power to Mujahideen or an 
interim council of neutrals. 

Acting President Abdul Rahim 
Hatif told a news conference the 
"only problem" was that the 
Mujahideen "must unite and form 
a government to which power could 
be transferred". 

"Our main objective is that a 
transfer of power should be peace- 
ful", he said. 

Hatif's news conference was his 
first since he was appointed follow- 
ing the overthrow of President 
NajibuUah last Thursday. 

Asked about the deadline by 
I Mujahideen leader Gulbuddin. 
Hekmatyar to attack Kabul, Hatif 
said his government did not intend 
to hand over power to a "single 
group within the Mujahideen". 

Hekmatyar is massing his forces 
I south of Kabul while his rival 
Ahmad Shah Masood, leads a pow- 
erful coalition of Mujahideen and 
defecting government troops to the 
north. Hekmatyar has threatened 
to attack Kabul on Sunday unless 
I the government capitulates. 

Hatif, a genial 66-year-old who 
I was Najibullah*s vice-president, 
said it was up to the Mujahideen, 
whether his government had any 
[ role to play in a future administra- 
tion. 

Asked how soon the Mujahideen 
I could form a government after 14 
I years of civil war, Hatif replied sim- 
ply: "It's best to ask them". 

He did not rule out the possibility 
that a UN peace plan could be kept 
I alive. 

"There is an overall proposal 
j that an interim council of Mujahi- 
deen be formed (in Kabul), or a 
council of neutrals. "We have no 
preference because in principle we 



( 



have agreed on a full t ranster of alJ 
the powers of state... we abide by 
this". 

Mr Hatif added: "If all agree on 
the idea of Mujahideen council, 
proposed by Ahmed Shah Masood 
whose troops are to the north of the 
city, we agree also", he added. 

Diplomats say Hatif is largely a 
figurehead. He is regarded as a 
moderate and is not a member of 
the ruling Watan Party so hated by . 
the Mujahideen. 

Hatif said the government had, 
been forced to change its position 
because of the developing military^ 
and political situation. 

"There is an overall proposal"^ 
that an interim council of Mujahi- 
deen be formed", he said. 

"In general, our reference is that 
there be no confrontation, no 
bloodshed. That lives and property 
be secured," Hatif said, speaking in 
the presidential complex. 

Asked whether he would surren- 
der the government before April 26 
— the deadline given by Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar — Hatif said nothing 
was up to one faction. 

United Nations representative 
on Afghanistan, Benon Sevan, who 
reportedly flew on Tuesday to an 
undisclosed location in Afghanis- 
tan outside Kabul said on Monday 
that a transfer of power could be "a 
matter of days... or even less". 

Hatif said he had been chosen 
out of the four vice-presidents as 
acting president because he was 
"most senior" of them, but added 
that full legalities such as ceremo- 
nial handover, had not been fulfil- 
led. 

In effect, he said, it meant that 
since Saturday when he was named 
he had presided over the apparatus 
of state — the four vice-presidents, 
the Prime Minister, chairman of 
the two houses of parliament. Chief 
Justice, Attorney-General and 
heads of the constitutional commit- 
tee when they met. Defence, he 
said, was not in his hands. — Reuter/ 
AFP. 
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Kabul Junta 
jets ready 

to go 
into action 

From Shaheen Sehbai 

KABUL, April 22: Apparently 
loaded with their arsenals, Afghan 
planes are waiting at Kabul Airport 
with their crew standing by to take 
off and pound the Hekmatyar and 
other Mujahideen positions, if the 
present round of negotiations 
breaks down. 

The planes were visible, standing 
in line with the pilots and other 
men basking in the April sun, after 
four days of heavy rain in this capi- i 
tal city where momentary peace I 
looks like the luU before the com- 
ing storm. 

As a team of 18 journalists, 
including this correspondent, flew 
into Kabul on a transport plane 
from New Delhi, the first flight to 
get into Kabul after four days... 
(mutilated)... 

Afghan Mujahideen on Wednes- 
day told Kabul rulers to make up 
their mind by... evening, as Foreign 
Minister Sardar Abdul Wakil told 
Hekmatyar not to obstruct the 
peace prgcess. 

(Two paras mutilated). 

"The Jamiat-i-Islami of Rabbani 
and Ahmed Shah Masood have 
assured the government in Kabul 
that they would not move towards 
the city and our armed forces are 
fully capable of defending the 
city," Wakil said. 

Any military offensive on Kabul 
would disrupt the peace process of 
the United Nations, Wakil said in 
remarks that seemed to revive his 
faith in a peaceful transfer of 
power. 

Wakil said... groups, Tanzeemat, 
have joined hands against further 
bloodshed and war and "we ask 
Hekmatyar to join the process." 

The news conference by Wakil, 
coupled with the deadline set by 
Ahmed Shah Masood, indicated 
that the Afghan regime now in 
power in Kabul was confident of 
meeting any military threat from 
Hekmatyar and they would go 
ahead without him. 

"There was nothing new in 
Wakil's news conference except 
the determination that now the 
Hekmatyar threat may not be 
taken seriously," an expert on 
Afghan affairs commented later. 

Wakil disclosed that Hekmatyar 
had tried to launch two offensives 
in the south which had been 
repulsed by the joint forces of the 
Afghan Government and Masood's 



aiilitia. 

•Do not isolate yourself totally," 
Wakil told Hekmatyar. "You would 
i)e left alone in this process," he 
said. 

Asked whether the Mujahideen 
had provided him any guarantee 
about his own and safety of other 
leaders, Wakil said the safety of 
individuals was not important. "We 
want to bring peace and sanity toj 
the country and it is the responsi-j 
bility of all of us that this process isi 
iiot hampered," he said. 

Journalists who visited the 
aorthern positions of Ahmed Shah 
Masood on Wednesday said his 
forces were taking up strategic pos- 
itions to block any direct offensive 
by Hekmatyar. 

Wakil did not deny the move^ 
ment of troops some five miles off 
Kabul but said it was the forces 
which had promised not to attack 
j the city. 

I (Message incomplete) 
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Hatif demoted 

ISLAMABAD: Abdur Rahim Hatif, thel 
acting President of Afghanistan, has 
been demoted to senior vice Presi-I 
dent, Radio Kabul said Wednesday. 

The Radio, Monitored in Islam- 
abad, said the decision to demotel 
Hatif was taken at a joint session of I 
the lower and upper house of pariia-| 
ment 

The n^|oi^ of|>ariian^tidans| 
decided that there was no need fori 
having an acting president and in-| 
stead they made Hatif a senior vlcel 
president with executive powers toj 
run administrative machinery, saiq 
the radio. 

As far as his position is con- 
cerned, Hatif remains one of the foi 
vice presidents of afghanistan,sai( 
the Radio. AH the four vice presklent 
were appointed after last week's 
which ousted the former president 
N^ibuMt 

The Radio gave No reason for i 

action but Mujahideen sourcesTin 
Peshawar said Hatif was not willing 
to cooperate fidly with the new| 
rulers. 

A close friend and ally of Na- 
jibuUah, Hatif is a Pakhtoon, thei 
dominant ethnic group in I 
Afghanistan, like Njyib and rebel I 
leader Hekmatyar, and is believed] 
to be opposing the rising influence! 
of Persian speakers in the present] 
government 
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Hatif ready 
to hand over power to 
new government 

Afghan Ulema term coalition between 
Kabul, faction of Mujahideen as un-Islamic 



Compiled from despatches 

KABUL: Acting Afghan President Abdul Rahim Hatif said 
Tuesday his government was prepared to handover 
power to an interim council of neutrals or a Miyahideen 
interim government. "We abide by that," Hatif, 66, told a 
news conference here, referring to former president Na- 
jibullah's pledge of March 18 that he was prepared to 
handover all state functions to a new government under 
an Afghan peace plan. 

The acting president also said, "in principle we do not 
see any obstacle in the way of the former president leav- 
ing Afghanistan." 

He said, "there is an overall proposal that an interim 
council of Mujahideen be formed (in Kabul), or a coun- 
cil of neutrals. We have no preference because in prin- 
ciple we have agreed on a full transfer of all the powers 
of state ... We abide by this. If all agree (on the idea of 
Miyahideen council), proposed by resistance leader 



Ahmed Shah Masood whose troops are to the north of 
the city, we agree also," he added. 

Meanwhile Organisation of Afghan Ulema has vehe- 
mently condemned the 'coalition' of a faction of Mu- 
jahideen and the ruling council in Kabul. A statement 
carried by pro-Hekmatyar news agency ANA said that 
such an unholy alliance is against the Islamic Sharia. 
Though the agency did not name any body but it was an 
obvious reference to Commander Masood. 

The Ulema body urged the Afghan people to continue 
Jehad till the establishment of an Islamic government in 
Afghanistan, reported Afghan News Agency here Tues- 
day 

ANA quoted a spokesman of the Afghan Ulema, 
Maulana Abdul Hakeem saying that it is totally un-Is- 
lamic to either reach a coalition or hold consultations 
with the atheist regime of Kabul and its conununist 

Continued on Page 



Hatif ready to hand 
over power to new government 



Continued fnm Page 

clique to block the path of a purely 
Islamic government In the country 

Maulana Syed Hakim called upon 
the rulers to surrender to the Mu- 
jahideen and avail the general 
amnesty announced to them by the 
Miyahideen, said agency. 

The spokesman told ANA that the 
organisation of Afghan Ulema has 
passed a resolution that if the rem- 
nants of the N^jib's regime did not 
surrender it was the duty of each and 



every Afghan to continue Jehad. 

The report that delegations of 
more than 500 Ulema were being 
immediately sent to different parts of 
the country to guide the Miyahideen 
and organise the people to launch 
the final onslaught on the despicable 
regime. Maulana Hakim also in- 
formed that a 21 member delegation 
headed by the chief of Afghan 
Ulema's organisation, Maulana Ab- 
dullah Zakri has also been formed to 
bring raproachment between the 
leaders of the Miyahideen. 



Kabul residents 
nervously av^^ait 
Mujahideen 's arrival 
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KABUL, April 21: Shuttered 
shops and streets bare of traffic are 
the most visible signs of tension in 
the Afghan capital, a normally 
bastling city where residents nerv- 
ously await the arrival of the 
Mujahideen. 

A lot of bureaucrats have stayed 
home in the last two days, one offi- 
cial close to the Government, 
speaking on conditions of anonym- 
ity, said on Monday. 

"They prefer to stay home and 
see how things are going to 
develop. Even the female typists 
are afraid they could be forbidden 
from working by the strict 
Islamists.'* 

Heavy rains over the preceding 
24 hours that turned pavements 
into quagmires did not atone exp- 
lain the quiet that had descended 
on the capital's normally animated 
streets. Nor was the petrol shortage 
the only reason for traffic being 



reduced by at least two-thirds from 
normal lev6l. 

Service stations are all closed, 
but children sell jerrycans of petrol 
in the streets. 

At the airport fuel shipments 
from Uzbekistan have dried up fol- 
lowing the closure of the northern 
route by militias which abandoned 
the Government and joined the 
Mujahideen. 

"Our planes fill up for the return 
trip before leaving Delhi and Tash- 
kent, said Sayed Gholam Hazrat, 
the Director of the Afghan Airline 
Ariana, during a flight from the 
Indian capital to Kabul. j 

The state official said he was noti 
afraid of returning to Afghanistan 
although most officials would have 
fled the country had it not been for 
a ban by the ruling Watan Party. 

"I'm confident. I have alway 
been an Afghan working for al 
Afghans," said Hazrat. 
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^ Another coup feared in Kabul 



By QAISER BUTT 
The emergence of a chauvinist 
regime m Kabul early this week, in 
the wake of a coup, may result in 
another coup, the Afghan affairs 
experts in Peshawar predict. "'The 
junta in Kabul will only be remo- 
ved by another coup", the experts 
said adding "the present coup 
should not be considered as an end 
to the 13-year-old crisis, it is the 
beginning of coups rather". 

It is a known fact that the ruling 
coterie in Kabul belongs to non- 
Pakhtun generals and leaders of 
Parcham faction of the People's 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan 
(PDPA). The top and majority of 
the leaders of Parcham are of Per- 
sian origin. Gen. Nabi Azimi, 
Gen. Baba Jan, Gen. Momin and 
Gen. Asif Dilawar, all non-Pakh- 
tun generals are said to be the 
architects of the recent coup which 
brought an end to the six-year rule 
of president NajibuUah who had a 
Pakthun origin. The other actors 
of the play are Babrak and his 
brother Mahmood Biryaley, Gen. 
Jaffar Nadri and Abdul Wakil all 
of whom are non-Pakhtun. Abdul 
Wakil is the cousin of Babrak Kar- 
mal (their mothers were sisters). It 
is also to be noted that Gen. Abdul 



Rashid Dostam, the commander 
of the Afghan militia in the north 
of Afghanistan, the first to rebel 
against Najib last month at Mazar- 
i-Sharif and now backing the ruling 
clique in Kabul, is also a non- 
Pakhtun. 

The fact that the new regime, 
soon after capturing power in 
Kabul, approached Commander 
Masood, a Tajik by origin, having 
a strong hold in the north, for his 
cooperation in establishing a new 
set-up in Kabul proves that they 
are building an anti-Pakhtun cli- 
que. The increasing influence of 
the non-Pakhtun leaders in a 
Pakhtun dominated country might 
prove to be the main cause for the 
next coup, the experts argue. 

The second factor that may 
bring the Pakhtuns of different tri- 
bes and political leanings together, 
against the non-Pakhtun regime in 
Kabul will be the killing of the 
chief of the Afghan secret police, 
KHAD, Farooq Yaqubi and his 
deputy Abdul Baqi soon after the 
coup. The alleged arrest of the 
defence minister Aslam Watanjar 
(all three being Pakhtuns) has 
added to the anxiety of the Pakh- 
tun people who are already furious 
over the removal of Pakhtun presi- 
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local administration in Kandahar, 
the Pakhtun-dominated province 
of Afghanistan. The experts 
expect such a coalition between 
the local administration and the 
mujahideen on linguistic basis. 
The next coup, the experts claim, 
will be staged by the Pakhtun tri- 
bes. Such polarisation will be an 
ideal situation for the Afghan 
mujahideen to encourage another 
coup. It is significant to note that 
the majority of the Afghan muja- 
hideen leaders are Pakhtuns. Prof. 
Burhanuddin Rabbani is Tajik and 
Sved Ahmed Gilani Persian-spea- 
king. But the latter will prefer to 
follow the deposed King Zahir 
Shah while choosing between the 
Pakhtun and non-Pakhtun grou- 
ping in Afghanistan. 

Though a good number of the 
Khalq leaders are also known com- 
munists, still they are less hated 
than the Parcham leaders for the 
reason that the Parchamis brought 



the Soviet invasion of Afghani- 
stan, who also encouraged the 
anti-people action by the red 
army. 

The appointment of a Pakhtun, 
Abdul Rahim Hatif as the acting 
presidnet of Afghanistan, cannot 
satisfy the aggrieved Pakhtuns 
because they are convinced that 
the real power lies with the non- 
Pakhun Revolutionary Council. 
Such Pakhtuns argue that Hatif is 
nothing more than Ch. Fazal 
Elahi, a former president of Paki- 
stan, who opted to remain in the 
office even after the end of his par- 
ty's rule in 1977. Fazal Elahi was a 
known powerless president during 
and after the rule of the People's 

Party. , ^. , 

The experts say that the office ot 
the president is kept vacant after 
the removal of Najib by the regime 
(since Hatif has been appointed as 
acting president) to be filled either 

by a spineless Pakhtun or a Per- 
sian-speaking, most probably 
commander Masood. 



dent, Najib. 

According to the sources, it is 
being rumoured in Kabul that the 
Pakhtun ministers of Najib cabinet 
have either been sacked or put 
under arrest. Another factor that 
may add to the unrest of the Pakh- 
tun population of Afghanistan is 
the fact that the pointmen of the 
recent coup are known commu- 
nists or atheists such as Farid Maz- 
dak, Mahmood Beryaley and 
Babrak Karmal. Farid Mazdak, a 
known critic of Najibullah, who 
heads the revolutionary council, is 
openly called as kafir in Afghani- 
stan for his anti-religion beha- 
viour. Mazdak, the nickname of 
Farid reminds the people of Paktia 
of a religious character of their 
region who claimed to be a pro- 
phet of God. He was assassinated, 
for this very sin, by a known 
Iranian ruler Nausherwan when 
the former went to Iran to preach 
and approached the king to accept 
him (Mazdak) as a prophet. 

The majority of the Parcham 
leaders are Soviet-style commu- 
nists and communism reminds the 
Afghans of the invasion of Afgha- 
nistan by the Soviet Union. The 
mass killing in Afghanistan during 
the rule of Karmal who brought 

Prisoners pour 

out of Pule 
<;;hark4ii jail 

KABUL (AFP) — Hundreds of 
prisoners, political and non-politi- 
cal, ha-Ve been pouring out of 
Kabul's grim Pule Charkhi jail, 
symbol of repression during the 
Soviet occupation. 

Foreign journalists who visited 
the grey-cement block prison on 
the outskirts of the city on Monday 
met former political prisoners and 
mujahideen who had been in the 
jail for years. 

Government military police at 
the jail told the reporters through 
an interpreter there had been an 
attempted jail-break on Friday, 
one day after the inmates learned 
president Najibullah had been 
deposed. 

"Najib is gone, let us out," the 
guard quoted the prisoners as say- 
ing, adding two had been shot in 
the escape attempt. 

The guards said between 400 
and 600 prisoners a day had been 
let out of the eight spoke-like 
blocksof the jail. 
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red army troops and tanks to 
replace Hafeezullah Amin in the 
Afghan presidency is still a night- 
mare for the common Afghans. 

The presence of the communist 
leaders in the present set-up will be 
a strong reason for the religious 
leaders of Pakhtun origin to insti- 
gate the common Pakhtuns against 
the regime. The collapse of com- 
munism and disintegration of the 
Soviet Union are being viewed by 
the Afghans as their credit. They 
proudly claim that the defeat of the 
Soviet troops in Afghanistan cau- 
sed the disintegration of the Soviet 
Union and put an end to commu- 
nism in the Eastern Europe. So 
much so that the common Afghans 
also believe that the Afghan war 
inspired the changes in the former 
client states of the then Soviet 
Union such as East Germany, 
Romania and elsewhere and these 
were brought about by the people. 
The experts are of the opinion that 
reaction in the Afghan army 
against the non-Pakhtun regime is 
already visible in the Pakhtun- 
dominated Afghan army. They 
refer to the establishment of a coa- 
lition between the mujahideen and 

(Continued oh . ^ , 

*Najib's fate to 
be decided by 
Afghan people' 

By Our Monitoring Desk 

In New Delhi, Afghan Charge d' 
Affaires Ziauddin Naseeri has said 
negotiations are continuing with the 
rebel leaders, including Ahmed 
Shah Masood, on forming a coah- 
tion, reports AIR. 

Talking to newspersons, he ex- 
pressed the hope that a consensus 
on a peaceful settlement will be 
evolved soon and all forces will join 
the coalition. 

Mr Naseeri said Afghan Foreign 
Minister Abdul Wakil was to travel 
to Peshawar on Sunday to hold talks 
with the southern rebel commanders 
to join the new set-up. 

Asked if his government will 
allow deposed Afghan President Dr 
Najib to leave Kabul, he said it is 
up to the people of Afghanistan to 

decide. . . u j 

The Charge d' Affairs said he had 
held discussions with the officials in 
the Indian External Affairs Ministry 
and apprised them of his govern- 
ment's commitment to implement- 
ing the UN peace plan. 

Mr Naseeri -said the new govern- 
ment in Kabul has appointed him as 
the Chief of Mission and dismissed 
Ambassador Ahmed Sarwar. 

FRONTIER POST 
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TIME RUNS OUT: 
Political 

prraUdig^tatorwith 

no more tricloivp^ ' 
his sleeve, 
Najibullah could not 
conjure an escape 
from his own capital 



End of the Road for 
The Great Survivor 

A rebel triuin|:^iippi«fs temiiii^ 

PRESIDENT NAJIBULLAH BEAT THE ODDS FOR THREE 

years after Soviet troops quit Afghanistan, but last 
week his time finally ran out as rebel nmJdRMIn 
scored strategic triumphs. The forces of otie of the 
most powerful Islamic fundamentalist command- 
ers, Ahmad Shah Massoud, captttwsft the regime's 
air base at Bagram, 65 km north of Kabul, and two 
key garrisons guarding northern approaches to the 
capital. The gains put in s^dtas ^pardy a tJ.Nl- ' 
brokered peace process. 

A shrewd politician who headed the secret po- 
lice file Sof^^f 8 put him in power, and who is 
known as "the Ox" to his countrjonen, Najibullah 
hastily resigned and tried to flee to New Delhi. But 
i%ie%tetwfetii-1H»B^8MmtaHpaf*'^^ already t»n- 
troUed by forces loyal to a new military council com- 
posed of regime generals, who appeared to be in 
Charge. Najibullah was believed to ha^ taken sanc- 
tuary at U.N. offices in Kabul. U.N. envoy to Afghan- 
istan Benon Sevan, meantime, was still trying to ar- 
range for a 15-man "pretransition council" 
acceptable to all parties. But the effort was likely to 
be overtaken by the rebels' military momentum. 



Najib to 
leaw Kabtil, 
any time 

NEW DELHI, April 20: De- 
posed Afghan ' President 
l^ajibullah will ^Nre in India on 
Monday night, srsettibr govern- 
ment ofTicial said. 

The official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said 
Najibullah's plane was expected 
to land at the city's internation- 
al airport 'after 11 p.m.' (1730 
gint). 

Indte*s. chief government 
spokesman confirmed that 
authorities had made arrange- 
ments to receive Najibullah but 
said the Afghan leader was not 
expected to arrfve on Monday 
night. 

He said the government did 
not know when, or if, .Mipbti}^ 
lah would arrive. 

Witnesses said security was 
beefed up on Monday, appar- 
ently in expectation of Najibul- 
lah's arrival. 

: Meanwhile Kabul report said 
that former Afghan President 

Najibullah was still in Kabul. 

Sevan refused furtlicr coment 
on reports, that full clearance 
had been given for Najibullah's 
departure, saying the isstie was 
both 'sensitive and dangerous.' 
Contd. Page 10 CoL 4 



Speaking at a press confer- 
ence five days after troops at the 
airport prevented Najibullah 
from leaving the country, Sevan 
also said Najibullah's departure 
from the Afghah political scene 
had been agreed on as 'part of 
the peace process.' 

"His departure, has been part 
and parcel of the peifefe jprocess," 
Sevan said. 

"There was a certain under- 
standing and the fact was that 
certain procedures wereisot fol- 
lowed byothei^'i". . v r ; 

Most of Sevan'^„iiour long 
press conference vvas taken up 
with discussing the pirospects for 
peace in 'Afghanistan. 
^-AFP/Reuter""-"^'^^-'-^- 
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The ongoing frantic power struggle in Kabul has added to the 
st0erini^s of the poor Afghans, already facing severe shortage of 
j^ii^, k tmK necessity for survtpal. The skyrocketing prices of 
food items fall too heavy on the people of war-ravaged Af- 
ghanistan.. The boy seen in the picture bought two loaves for 600 
A^hanis in Kabul : v 



/Butcher of KabuF 
or ^man of peace' 



KABUL (AFP) - Afghan Presi- 
dent Najibullah, was reviled by his 
Mujahideen opponents as the 
"butcher of Kabul," a label he 
fought hard to shake off during his 
years in the presidential palace. 

The wily Pashtun tried to project 
himself as a man of peace, but 
found it tough to shed his past as 
the head of the dreaded secret po- 
lice KHAD in the early years of the 
communist revolution, bolstered by 
the Soviet Red Army. 

A senior Western '^diplomat in 
Kabul said Thursday he had reli- 
ably been informed that Najibullah 
had signed two resignation letters 
Wednesday night before trying to 
leave and being stopped by officers 
of the Afghan Army. 

A diehard communist when he 
began his career with the People's 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan 
(PDPA). rising to become its Gen- 
eral Secretary in May 19S6, Na- 
jibullah wore the mantle of a social 
democrat after his election as State 
President in September 1987, al- 
though critics were skeptical. 

Bom 1947 in Milan, a village in 
Paktiya province bordering Pak- 
istan, Najibullah was eldest of the 
three sons of a wealthy Afghan 
trader. . ^ 

He went at an early age to a 
Kabul school and later to Kabul 
University where he graduated 
with, a degree in medecine. 

Najibullah became a member of 
the PDPA's central committee a 
year before the April 1978 com- 
munist coup in Kabul. He was then 
dispatched to Tehran as a diplomat 
amid factional rivalries. 

Najibullah rose quickly in the 
PDPA hierarchy and went on to 
head the KHAD, a post he held for 
five years until 1985, building it 
into a powerful and widely-feared 
KGB-style organisation. 

Mujahideen accused Najibullah 
of executing hundreds of oppo- 
nents, many with his bare hands, 
and gave him the sobriquet 
"Butcher of Kabul." 

He denied this and defended his 
KHAD past, recalling that US 
President George Bush had once 
been Director of the Central Intel- 
ligence Agency (CIA). 

A protege of Mikhail Gorbachev, 
Najibullah succeeded Babrak Kar- 
mal in May 1986, taking over the 
reins of power at a time when the 
Afghan civil war was at its peak 
and factional squabbles threatened 
PDPA unity. 

He announced a policy of na- 
tional reconciliation Jn 1987 and 
offered talks to the Mujahideen, 
which spumed the overtures out of 
hand. 

Najibullah plunged Kabul into 
UN-brokered talks that saw the 
mauled Soviet Army pull its more 



than 1 (){),()()() troops out of 
Afghanistan in 1989 after a decade 
of fighting. 

He promptly claimed credit for 
sending out the Soviets. 

Najibullah's triai-by-firc begun 
almost instantly as he doggedly set 
about proving Western predictions 
of his regime's imminent collapse 
wrong, warding off one rebel as- 
sault after another and holding his 
own militarily. 

He crushed a coup attempt by his 
Defence Minister Shah Nawaz 
Tanai in March 1990, using it to 
purge dissidents and hardliners 
from the PDPA. 

Najibullah renamed the PDPA, 
promised political pluralism and 
proclaimed his communist state 
Muslim to blunt the fighting edge 
of the Mujahideen jihad, or Islamic 
holy war. 

His military fortunes were set 
back when Mujahideen wrested 
away the southern city of Khost in 
March 1991 and mounted pressure 
up north, stretching a conflict 
which left more than one million 
dead. 

A further blow came when 
Moscow and Washington decided 
in September to disengage from the 
Afghan conflict by cutting military 
supplies to their respective pro- 
teges from 1 992. 

By December 1991 nine northern 
districts fell as Najibullah watched 
the disintegration of the Soviet 
Union, the suppliers of the Scud 
missiles with which he ruthlessly 
pounded Mujahideen positions. 

In contrast with his opponents' 
recalcitrance, Najibullah enthusi- 
astically backed a UN peace for- 
mula that envisaged the installation 
of an interim government pending 
elections. 

But, he insisted, his regime and 
the 160,000-member Watan 
(Homeland) party could not be 
sidelined. 

Simultaneously, Najibullah 
moved to cement links with newly- 
independent central Asian re- 
publics to tide over fuel and food 
shortages. 

Najibullah announced in March 
he would step down once all par- 
ties to the war agreed on an interim 
administration to take charge in 
Kabul, a statement that won praise 
from the United Nations. 

That statement came as his 
regime battled a crisis in the key 
north sparked partly by ethnic ri- ' 
valries that saw two non-Pashtun 
militias once allied to him turn 
their backs. 

The militias 'took control of the 
city of Mazar-i-Sharif in a loose 
coalition with the Mujahideen. 
threatening Kabul's vital road 
supplies. 



Najib moved, 
to secret 
place 
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From Our Special Representative From Our Special Representative 



KABUL, April 26: Former Presi- 
dent Najibullah has been removed 
from the United Nations building 
in Kabul and taken to a secret 
place, diplomatic sources said on 
Sunday. 

They said before the Saturday 
assault by Masood and Hekmayar 
men on Kabul, two armoured cars 
and two jeeps took away Najibul-' 
lah from the UN office in main^ 
centre of Kabul, next to the French 
embassy. 

"I believe Najibullah is still in 
the custody of the United Nations," 
a senior French diplomat told' 
Dawn. ' 

Both Ahmed Shah Masood, the^ 
new strongman of Kabul, and Gul- 
badin Hekmatyar, the militant 
Hezb-i-Islami chief battling for 
supremacy of Kabul, have not com- 
mitted themselves to the fate of Dr 
Najibullah. 

Masood told Dawn in an inter- 
view two days back, he could not 
decide the fate of Najib and it 
would be the people of Afghanistan 
who would take that decision. 

Hekmatyar also echoed the same 
feelings at his news conference on 
Saturday evening. 

Reports that Dr Najibullah, a 
Pakhtoon by origin, was trying to 
form an alliance with the other 

Pakhtoon leader, Gulbaddin Hek- 
matyar, have been looked with 
scepticism by diplomatic cricles in 
Kabul. 

"He may have tried that but it is 
too late for the Hezb-i-Islami now to 
join hands with Najibullah. All his 
men have now been thrown into 
disarray and it would be years 
before they could stage a political 
comeback," a French diplomat 
said. 

Diplomats say Najibullah com- 
mitted a fatal error by annoying 
Rashid Dostum, the leader of the 
Uzbek militia in the north. 

For all his years, Dostum was 
with Najib but in the last days 
Najib annoyed him and he joined 
hands with Masood and now enjoys 
the unqiue position "hunting with 
the hounds and running with the 
fox." 
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KABUL, April 27: A number of 
generals and politicians of the 
deposed Najibullah government 
who sided with Hizb-i-Islami leader 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar to take over 
Kabul last Saturday are believed to 
be stranded in the Interior Ministry 
building, surrounded from all sides 
by the troops loyal to Defence 
Minister Ahmad Shah Masood. 

The Interior Ministry, located in 
the central district just in front of 
the Indian embassy, was taken over 
by the Hekmatyar men in the early 
Saturday action after Interior 
Minister Paktin and Defence 
Minister Watanjar, both Pakhtoon 
generals — ordered their troops to 
surrender their arms to the Hizbis. 

Some government sources said 
negotiations were going on bet- 
ween Masood and the stranded 
generals for giving them a safe pas- 
sage in exchange to end the current 
resistance being put up by the Hek- 
matyar men in the southern and 
eastern fringes of Kabul. 

But probably everybody is wait- 
ing for the leaders of the Mujad- 
dedi council to reach Kabul and 
take over affairs before a final deci- 
sion could be taken about these 
men. 

DAWN 

Two ofNajib's 
ex- aides held 

F.P. Report 

Two close associates of the i 
deposed Afghan president Naji- 1 
buUah were arrested by the coun- \ 
try's ministry of defence, a source I 
said on Tuesday. 

Gen. Juma Asak and Comman- 
der Jabar were arrested on Mon- 
day in Kabul, the source added. 
The source further said that both 
of them were helping Hekmatyar 
to continue war against the new 
government in Kabul. 

Juma, during Najib era, was 
Gen. Commander of northern 
command of the Afghan mihtia. 

When FP contacted the Hezb 
official here for confirmation or 
otherwise of the report, he said, 
"We have no business to confirm 
or deny the story." 
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KABUL (AFP) - Kabul s mar- 
kets are filled with Pakistani Hour, 
fruit and vegetables, but they are 
priced out of the reach of all but 
the rich as the city battles a 
deepening food crisis. 

Poor Afghans in the capital city 
of 1.5 million people make do with 
tea and bread. 

No vegetables any more, tea and 
bread,' said a woman who called 
herself Saira and whose two sons 
are in Pakistan, home to three 
million Afghan refugees. 

'We live on that, my husband, he 
was a trader but he is ill now, the 
daughters are in hospital.' said 
Saira. who is 45 but looks 60. as 
she got off a taxi clutching two 
200-gram (seven-ounce) loaves of 
bread. 

If no Pakistan, we would ail be 
dead,' said the taxi driver, and 
baker Ali echoed him. 

See the flour, it is good, it is 
Pakistani flour, better than the 
Russian.' he said as boys in the 
traditional open-he anh bakery 



rolled, rialicned and crimped the 
unleavened bread called nan. liie 
Afghan staple, and threw it (^fv-the- 
sides of an open earthenware oven. 

The bakery in the suburb of 
Khaikhana. populated mainly by 
Afghan internal refugees, is one of 
365 thai was receiving UN help 
until March 21, when UN stocks of 
Hour ran out. 

Ali said his bakery received two 
bags of subsidised flour a day from 
the government to make nan which 
he sold for 10 Afghanis. Each fam- 
ily is eligible for two 200-gram 
pieces. 

Nan made from open market 
flour costs 50 Afghanis, and the 
poor cannot afford it, he said. 

For the long years of the Soviet 
occupation, Saira and people like 
her were used to being able to pick 

up, cheap, on the open market the 
sugar, cooking oil, rice, salt and tea 
that government coupon holders 
sold. 

But when the Soviet Union col- 
— laosedJast- y£an__the._ sunniv of 



25(),()(){) tonnes of wheal annually 
as well as other commodities to 
Kabul stopped aburptly. 

So did the spillover onto the 
market, driving prices higher. Then 
when the government began buy- 
ing from the market, prices soared 
to 25.000 to 33,000 Afghanis for a 
bag of Pakistani wheat -- a three- 
fold increase on last vear. 

Pakistani free market supplies to 
the bazaar have somewhat allevi- 
ated Kabul's ditTiculties. but the 
prices are prohibitive. 

A dusty block from where Saira 
thankfully got down from the taxi, 
a crowd at a government coupon 
store mobbed an AFP journalist. 
They said they had been waiting 
hours but there had been no hand- 
outs. 

Yes, yesterday we got some - 
seven kilos (15 pounds) of sugar, 
of cooking oil and of rice, but^o- 
day nothing.' shrouded women and 
men shouted. 

Asked if that was not reasonable 
siven the circiimsfnnre^ thpv rp'. 



lortcd that the rations were the first 
they had received for seven 
months. 

The books with coloured 
coupons, illustrated with a cow for 
milk, a com ear for wheat or flour, 
all showed unused for six or seven 
months. 

The United Nations is trvinjj to 
get donor-countries to contribute 
food aid to help the poor in Kabul, 
where 220,000 people live below 
the poverty line. Kabul has re- 
quested 30.000 to 50,000 tonnes of 
wheat to feed the city. 

Food-for-work programmes, 
usually halted in winter because of 
snow, are also unable to resume. 

The food crisis comes at a time 
when UN etforis for a neutral, 
interim administration to take the 
place of Kabul's Soviet-installed 
government by the end of April 
have picked up pace. 

Diplomats say supplies would be 
crucial in ensuring a smooth transi- 



Kabul's markets filled with Pak 
goods, out of the poor's reach 



KABUL (AFP) — Kabul's mar- 
kets are failled with Pakistani 
flour, fruit and vegetables, but 
they are priced out of the reach of 
all but the rich as the city battles a 
deepening food crisis. 

Poor Afghans in the capital city 
of L5 million people make do with 
tea and bread. 

"No vegetables any more, tea 
and bread", said a woman who 
called herself Saira and whose two 
sons are in Pakistan, home to three 
million Afghan reufgees. 

"We live on that. My husband, 
he was a trader but he is ill now, 
the daughters are in hospital", said 
Saira, who is 45 but looks 60, as she 
got off a taxi clutching two 200- 
gram loaves of bread. 

"If no Pakistan, we would all be 
dead", said the taxi driver, and 
baker Ali echoed him. 

"See the flour, it is good, it is 
Pakistani flour, better than the 
Russian ", he said as boys in the 
traditional open-hearth bakery 
rolled, flattened and crimped the 
unleavened bread called naan, the 
Afghan staple, and threw it on the 
sides of an open earthenware 
oven. 

The bakery in the suburb of 
Khaikhana, populated mainly by 
Afghan internal refugees, is one of 
365 that was receiving UN help 
until March 21 . when UN stocks of 



flour ran out. 

Ali said his bakery received two 
bags of subsidised flour a day from 
the government to make' naan 
which he sold for 10 afghanis (half 
cent). Each family is eligible for 
two 200-gram pieces. 

Naan made from open market 
flour costs 50 afghanis (three 
cents), and the poor cannot afford 
it, he said. 

For the long years of the Soviet 
occupation, Gaira and people like 
her were used to being able to pick 
up, cheap, on the open market the 
sugar, cooking oil, rice, salt and 
tea that government coupon hol- 
ders sold. 

But when the Soviet Union col- 
lapsed last year, the supply of 
250,000 tonnes of wheat annually 
as well as other commodities to 
Kabul stopped abruptly. 

So did the spillover onto the 
market, driving prices higher. 
Then when the government began 
buying from the market, prices 
soared to 25 ,000 to 33,000 afghanis 
(16.50 to 22 dollars for a bag of 
Pakistani wheat — a three-fold 
increase on last year. 

Pakistani free market supplies 
to the bazar have somewhat alle- 
viated Kabul's difficulties, but the 
prices are prohibitive. 

A dusty block from where Saira 
thankfully got down from the taxi, 
a crowd at a government coupon 



FRONTIER POST 0 3 APfll992 



store mobbed an AFP journalist. 
They said they had been waiting 
hours but there had been no han- 
douts. 

"Yes, yesterday we got some — 
seven kilos of sugar, of cooking oil 
and of rice, but today nothing", 
shrouded women and men shou- 
ted. 

Asked if that was not reasonable 
given the circumstances, they ret- 
orted that the rations were the first 
they had received for seven 
months. 

The books with coloured cou- 
pons, illustrated with a cow for 
milk, a com ear for wheat or flour, 
all showed unused for six or seven 
months. 

The United Nations is trying to 
get donor-countries to contribute 
food aid to help the poor in Kabul, 
where 220,000 people live below 
the poverty line. Kabul has reque- 
sted 30,000 to 50,000 tonnes of 
wheat to feed the city. 

Food-for-work programmes, 
usually halted in winter because of 
show, are also unable to resume. 

The food crisis comes at a time 
when UN efforts for a neutral, 
interim administration to take the 
place of Kabul's Soviet-installed 
government by the end of April 
have picked up pace. 

Diplomats say supplies would be 
crucial in ensuring a smooth transi- 
tion. 



Ai GHANIS'I AN NEWS CLIPPING 




■ Heavy gunbattle in scared capital 

Final assault on 
Kabul anytime 



By Our Monitoring Desk 

According to latest reports heavy 
gunbattle has been continuing in 
Kabul and the different Afghan 
groups well only 18 miles away 
from the capital preparing for final 
assault reports PTV. 

UN special envoy on 
Afghanistan Mr Benon Sevan is 
still in Kabul and has been holding 
talks with different Afghan leaders, 
earlier agency reports said. 

Foreign jour- 
nalists late Thursday confirmed 
that Mujahedeen belonging to 
Hekmatyar's arch-rival Ahmed 
Shah Masood's faction were some 
25 km (18 miles) north of the city. 

But Masood's troops are in a 
loose alliance with a northern 
coalition of breakaway government 
troops and mujahedeen with links 
to sympathetic government gener- 
als in Kabul. 

Some 2,000 of the alliance troops 
under the command of former gov- 
ernment militia General Abdul 
Rashid Dostam flew here Wednes- 
day with the stated intention of de- 
fending the city's southern perime- 
ter against Hikinatyar's advance. 

The greatest fears expressed in 
Kabul by diplomats and residents 



alike is that the two rival Muja- 
hedeen forces could clash in a bat- 
tle for the city of some 1 .5 million 
people. 

U.N. and diplomatic sources said 
here Frida]^. that despite the 
predicament j^^er NajibuUah, be- 
lieved to be held in a U.N. com- 
pound in the city, the main aim of 
U.N. special negotiator in 
Afghanistan, Benon Sevan, re- 
mained that of putting a peace plan 
into effect and minimising any vio- 
lence and chaos. 

Meanwhile, government generals 
sympathetic to the northern al- 
liance including generals Asif 



Delawar and Nabi Azimi were re- 
portedly working in close contact 
with General Abdul Momen, one 
of the Generals of the northern 
coalition who is now in Kabul. 

But government and military 
sources said the generals were 
more involved with trying to work 
out arrangements with mujahedeen 
groups around the city than with 

Najib's exit and after 

Editorial Page 4 

running the government. 

Wakil, they said, appeared to be 
the titular head of a group of eight 
Watan party members running the 
government on a day-to-day basis 
and dealing with administrative af- 
fairs. 

Kabul radio and television 
Thursday night called on all sol- 
diers to man their posts as usual 
and civil servants to continue 
working. 

Friday, a holiday in Kabul, the 
city appeared calm but few people 
were on the streets. The airport was 
functioning normally with flights 
from New Delhi arriving as usual. 



See Cff% page 



Final assault on 
Kabul anytime 



Continued from page 

Meanwhile, in the northwestern 
city of Peshawar, bordering 
Afghanistan, members of the exec- 
utive committee of the Jamiat-i-Is- 
lami faction with which Masood is 
affiliated began an important ses- 
sion Friday. 

Party sources said the meeting 
was convened to discuss the latest 
developments in Kabul. 

The meeting coincided with a 
statement by Yahya Masood, 
brother of the northern Tadzhik 
rebel commander, that "the only 
person inside Afghanistan to be ac- 
ceptable for all tribes and groups is 



Masood, not 100 percent but many 
of them." 

"We need such . a person in 
Afghanistan," Yahya Masood told 
reporters. 

Ahmed Shah Masood's name also 
appeared on a list of nominees dis- 
cussed Thursday in Islamabad for 
an interim commission to take over 
Kabul. 

Resistance sources said the pro- 
posal envisages nomination of two 
members from each faction to form 
a transition government. Unanimity 
had not yet been achieved, they 
said, adding that consultations were 
continuing. 
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Three rockets 
hit Kabul 

KABUL (AFP)-At least iliree 
rockets smashed into residential ar- 
eas ot Kabul on Friday morning as 
residents celebrated the end of 
fasting month, but there were no 
immediate reports of casualties or 
damage. 

Witnesses reported hearing a 
loud explosion near the diplomatic 
enclave in ihc suburb of Wazir Ak- 
bar Khan, but soldiers said the 
missile appeared to have struck 
near a sports ground several kilo- 
meters away. 

Residents of the Kane Pawan 
area reported two rockets hitting, 
but said low cloud and drizzle pre- 
vented them from discerning where 
the rockets had landed. 

Residents of Wazir Akbar Khan 
heared two more loud explosions 
believed to be rockets shortly 
before mid-day, but again there 
were no immediate indications of 
casualties. 

The Afghan capital has been rel- 
atively rocket-free in the past week 
which has seen two consecutive 
visits by UN Secretary-General 
Bouiros Boutros-Ghali's special 
representative, Benon Sevan. 

'Sevan is in'ing to bring the war- 
ring Afghan sides together to agree 
on a transitional council to take 
office in Kabul this month to pave 
the way for the installation of a 
neutral interim government by the 
month's end, 

2^ATIUN04APftiayi- 

3 killed, 6 injured in 
Mujaliideen rocket 
attacks: Radio 
Kabul 

Bureau Report 

' PESHAWAR: Three people were 
killed and six others injured after 
Miyahideen groups attacked the 
cities of Jalalabad, Kandahar and 
Gardez with rockets, a Radio 
Kabul broadcast said Wednesday 
night 

The radio said two persons 
were killed and six wounded 
when 20 missiles hit Jalalabad in 
eastern Afghanistan. It said one 
person was killed in Gardez. 
However, no one was hurt in 
rocket attacks on Kandahar. Ar- 
tillery shelling on two other 
cities also did not result in any 



Red alert in 
Peshawar, Kabul 

By QAISER BUTT 

Pakistan Air Force declared red 
alert at Peshawar airport soon 
after the attack by Afghan mujahi- 
deen on the towns around Kabul, 
sources said. 

Tension was running high at the 
airport where the PAF officials 
were expecting the defection of 
some Afghan air force planes. 

It was learnt by the authorities 
that in view of the sudden attacks, 
a reasonable number of defence 
personnel would defect to mujahi- 
deen as Najib's announcement to 
leave Afghanistan had obviously 



Kabul troops 
surrendering 
weapons 

KABUL, April 12: Kabul troops 
have started surrendering arms in 
various parts of the country. Gov- 
ernment circles fear that if the UN 
proposal was not implemented by 
the end of this month, the Kabul 
government will face serious 
reverses at the hands of Mujahi- 
deen. 

Some high officials of the Kabul 
regime have started sending their 
families abroad, following the 
announcement by Dr Najibullah 



demoralised the Afghan defence that he is willing to quit, 

forces. There are also reports that some 

The fall of a major part of the high military officials, stationed in 

north of Afghanistan to the rebel the southern and northern regions 

forces have already resulted into of the country, were trying to enter 

uncertainty in Kabul and other into a "deal" with Mujahideen in 

parts of the country as the anti- order to escape accountability. 

Najib forces, both mujahideen and They fear that the next Kabul gov- 

the rebel militia, were in a position ernment may try them. However, 

to launch both land and air offensi- by joining hands with the Mujahi- 

ves against the official troops. deen now, they think they may find 

Meanwhile, the chief of the ISI a place in a new administration, 

remained in Peshawar on Tuesday Reports say the Mujahideen 

meeting the mujahideen on the have pardoned some government 



future set-up of Afghanistan. 

AFP adds from Kabul that 
defence forces in the Afghan capi- 
tal were on full red alert on Tues- 
day night following the takeover of 
two key towns north of Kabul and 
reports that a major air base had 
fallen to rebels, soldiers and their 
officers out on the streets in Kabul 
said. 

The official government spokes- 
man declined to comment. The 
spokesman and Kabul television 
made no reference to the take- 
over of Charikar and Jabel-us- 
Saraj towns some 80 kilometres 
(50 miles) north of here, and the 
subsequent reported fall of 
Bagram air base, home to scores of 
government MiG fighters. 

FRONTIER POST 
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Rockets hit 
Kabul 

KABUL, April 14: Guerillas fired 
seven surface-to-surface rockets 
into residential areas of the Afghan 



600 troops 
drafted into 
Kabul 

By Our Monitoring Desk 

About 600 troops from North ofi 
Afghanistan has been sent into the 
capital Kabul to re-inforce it against 
possible attack from hardline 
Mujahideen, BBC reports. 
- More were expected to follow in 
the next few davs. 

Earlier a coalition of rebel 
Mujahideen and government troops 
took control over important airbase 
at Bagran, about 35 miles North of 
Kabul, after heavy fighting over- 
night. 

The fighting around Bagram and 
earlier capture by the Mujahideen 
fighters of two towns further north 
have brought forces hostile to Pres- 
ident Najibullah to within striking 
distance of the capital. 



troops in several areas and per- 
suaded them to surrender. — PPA 

s 

Blasts rock 
Kabul towns 

KABUL (AFP) - Loud explo- 
sions were heard in Kabul on 
Tuesday afternoon as reports said 
that a govemment-Mujahideen 
coalition had taken two vital garri- 
son towns north of Kabul. 

There was no immediate expla- 
nation of the blasts, which rever- 
berated through the Afghan na- 
tional capital. 

The explosions occurred as top 
Kabul military sources here con- 
firmed rebel claims that the towns 
of Charikar and Jabbal us Saraj, 50 
km north of Kabul, had fallen to 
the coalition headed by northern 
rebel commander Ahmad Shah 
Massood. 
The rebels were also encircling a 
capital on Tuesday, killing two civi- strategic airbase in the region, the 
lians and wounding seven, the offi- sources said, 
cial Kabul Radio said. The push from the north came as 

The broadcast, monitored in the rumours swept official and civilian 
Pakistani capital Islamabad, circles in Kabul that Gulbuddin 
accused what it called extremists of Hikmatyar, leader of the hardline 
trying to harm the peace process by jamiat-i-Islami rebel faction, was 
making such attacks. — Reuter 



Missiles hit 
Kabul: 1 killed 

KABUL (AFP) — Mujahideen 
carried out heavy rocketing of the 
eastern Afghan city of Gardez on 
Friday and at least six missiles hit 
Kabul, leaving one dead and three 
injured, state television said. 

The television broadcast gave 
few details of the attack on Gar- 
dez, some 120 kilometres south of 
here and often referred to as the 
gateway to Kabul, but said structu- 
res in the city had been damaged. 

No casualty figure was given for 
the attack on the city, where 
government troops last year 
fought off a major assault. 

In Kabul, television put casual- 
ties in shelling of the capital— 
where residents were celebrating 
the first day of Eid at one child kil- 
led and three others injured. 

FRONTIER POST 
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planning a thrust into Kabul from 
the south of the city. 
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Kabul prays for 
final act 



KABUL, April 17: Prayers for 
peace and cheap bread rang out 
from mosques across the encircled 
city of Kabul on Friday where 
Afghans waited in fear and hope 
for the end of 14 years of civil war. 

Row upon row of shops on the 
edge of the city were shuttered and 
boarded up. Streets were mostly 
deserted. 

Rumours spread of how mujahi- 
deen were tightening their grip 
around Kabul, preparing to meet 
government forces in a final show- 
down. '--U ' --I'jtTfM -,:'■'> 

"'The mullah is praying to God for 
peace and cheaper bread," said a 
44-year-old shopkeeper in the old 
bazaar surrounding the Puli Kishty 
mosque in central Kabul. 

Bread has almost doubled in 
price in recent days because of 
wheat shortages and fears of mass 
bloodshed if frantic negotiations 
involving the United Nations, the 
government and various rebel 
groups break down. 

President NajibuUah's over- 
throw by members of his own gov- 
ernment this week may have 
delighted some, but this is far out- 
weighed by their sense of fear. 

"Of course we are afraid. People 
are really weary of war," the shop- 
keeper said. 

Nearby beggars with limbs blown 
off by mines lay on rags. Children 
cried for alms in the crowded 
grounds of the mosque. 

"We have no work, no money. 
What is our future? We're afraid," 
said»Karim, a young unempolyed 
man on his way to Friday prayers. 

"Najibullah never kept his pro- 
mises," a Sikh stallholder said. 

Sandbags were piled beside a 
white marble statue of a mother 
and child outside UNICEF offices. 
Around the corner government 
troops lolled on an armoured per- 
sonnel carrier, nursing a machine- 



gun. 

"The situation is normal inside 
the city," foreign ministry spokes- 
man Wahid Qayoumi said. 

However, the situation was 
rather "special" beyond the city 
limits, he said. No one seemed 
quite sure of where those limits are 
after a series of mujahideen vic- 
tories and defections by govern- 
ment forces. 

Who is fighting whom was 
equally confusing and many 
Afghans listen to the British Broad- 
casting^ Corporation and Voice of 
America to try to keep up with 
shifting alliances. 

Kabul airport was manned by 
government officials, government 
soldiers and militiamen who only 
recently had turned against Kabul 
to join the rebels. 

Carrying submachine-guns and 
shoulder rockets and wearing 
traditional baggy trousers and tur- 
bans, the militiamen looked incon- 
gruous beside soldiers in neat 
green uniforms. 

Both sides said the militiamen 
were under the orders of militia 
commander General Rashid Dos- 
tum, who last month abandoned 
Najibullah and cast in his lot with 
the mujahideen in the northern 
city of Mazar-i-Sharif . 

With NajibuUah's fall, Dostum 
apparently feels able to mend 
fences with the Kabul government. 

Reporters who drove south out of 
Kabul reported scattered shelling, 
believed to be coming from govern- 
ment forces and intended as a 
warning to the Islamic fundamen- 
talist Hezb-i-Islami guerrillas who 
are approaching Kabul. 

The shelling could be heard in 
the distance — at least by some. 

"Booms? No I haven't heard 
any," said a taxi driver who said he 
stopped listening years ago. 

Reuter 
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Kabul situation 
report 

F.P. Report 

The Hezb-i-Islami Afghanistan, 
a faction of the Afghan mujahi- 
deen, led by commander Abdul 
Haq, known as the commander of 
Kabul affairs, has issued the follo- 
wing press release in Peshawar on 
Saturday on the Kabul situation. 

The release is based on the 
reports received from Kabul on 
April 17. 

The following are excerpts from 
a report received from Kabul city. 

Several thousand Jowzjani mili- 
tia led by Gen. Rashid Dostum 
and forces of Gen. Momen flew 
into Kabul airport on April 15 
from Mazar-i-Sharif. Unconfir- 
med reports indicate that they are 
controlling the security of the city 
together with some mujahideen. 

Upon capturing the airport, 
approximately 200 Najib suppor- 
ters, including Khad members 
were killed. 

The following persons are inclu- 
ded in an executive council respon- 
sible for the control of govern- 
ment: Gen. Nabi Azimi, Gen. 
Baba Jan, Gen. Asif Delawar, 
Gen. Momen, Mahmood Barya- 
lai, Farid Mazdak and Abdul 
Wakil, the foreign minister. 

This committee has divided the 
security detail of the city into four 
parts: 

The airport, radio and TV bro- 
adcasting station, the palace and 
the central committee is under the 
command of Gen. Momen, 
Qargha division, Danilaman, the 
Bala Hisar and Rishkhor division 
is under the command of Gen. Asif 
Delawar, Bagram airport, Kabul 
airport, Khair Khana Kotal and 
the highway from Bagram to 
Kabul city is under the command 
of Gen. Baba Jan. 

The rest of the Kabul is under 
the command of Gen. Nabi Azimi. 

When Dostum and Momen's 
forces took over Kabul airport, 
Najib suddenly decided to leave 
Kabul. He sent Gen. Farooq 
Yaqubi (the head of Khad) to the 
airport to make the necessary 
flight arrangements. At the air- 
port, Gen. Momen arrested 
Yaqubi and ordered him to tell 
Najib that his plane was ready in 
order to lure him to the airport. 
Instead, Yaqubi told Najib of his 
arrest, subsequently, Gen. 
Momen shot him. 

Military flights between Kabul 
airport and Bagriira and Mazar-i- 
Sharif are continuing. 

Gen. Aslam Watan Jar, the 
defence minister and Raz Moham- 
mad Paktin, the interior minister 
have been arrested by the execu- 
tive council. 
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Drugs a key issue 



^ of Afghan war 



NEW DELHI, April 26: Control of 
Atghanistan's multi-billion-dollar 
opium trade is a key factor in the 
mujahideen power struggle for 
Kabul, diplomats and Indian offi- 
cials said. 

An Afghan diplomat, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said the 
drug trade could prompt Mujahi- 
deen leader Gulbuddin Hekmatyar 
to try to split the country. 

"Hekmatyar's influence is no 
longer political. It is based on his 
drugs connections," said the dip- 
lomat, a member of the Watan 
party of former president Najibul- 
lah. '*He knows if he controls drugs 
he is a factor in future negotia- 
tions". 

Hekmatyar, a Pashtun, has 
refused to accept the structure of a 
Mujahideen council set up to take 
power in Kabul after 14 years of 
bloody civil war. 

Indian officials said large tracts 
under opium cultivation, were con- 
trolled by Pashtun tribes straddl- 
ing the Afghan-Pakistan border. 

"Even if Hekmatyar is not 
directly involved in the drugs 
trade, he is bound to protect the 
interests of his tribesmen who are," 
an Indian foreign ministry official 
said. 

Officials said Hekmatyar, leader 
of the Hezb-i-Islami group, had lost 
some of his international support in 
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan. 

"If he becomes a singular embar- 
rassment to all his former allies, 
iekmatyar or anybody in his place 
would need a fallback arrange- 
ment. Drugs are one vital source of 
influence in the region," an Indian 



intelligence official said. 

A British Foreign Office report 
estimates that opium cultivation m 
the Pashtun region, rose after the 
1979 Soviet invasion of Afghanis- 
tan, leaping from 230 tonnes in 
1977 to tonnes in 1989. 

Indian officials said the United 
States and some European coun- 
tries, which had supported the 
Mujahideen in the past, were now 
wary of Hekmatyar because of his 
alleged drugs links. 

"We believe he once threatened 
to pump heroin into New York if 
America crossed swords with him," 
the intelligence official said. 

The British report estimates 
there are some 200 refining 
laboratories in the Pashtun-domi- 
nated Khyber and Mehmand areas 
processing opium grown in both 
Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

It said: "The (former) Kabul 
regime alleges that resistance 
groups are involved in drugs trade, 
but has not been able to provide 
any credible evidence of this. 

"Indeed many observers con- 
sider it probable that some officers 
and military personnel are guilty of 
complicity with the dealers and are 
assisting with transportation of the 
drugs". 

The Soviet-backed Afghan gov- 
ernment frequently accused the 
Mujahideen of drug abuse. 

Two years ago, a government 
official said in Kabul that at least 
40 per cent of 85,000 defecting 
Mujahideen were drug addicts. 

He said the Mujahideen used 
drugs to give them courage and 
stamina in their long war against 
Communist rule in Kabul. — Reuter 



Power & water 
supply fail in Kabul 



KABUL (AFP) — Even interim 
Afghan president, Sibghatullah 
Muj added! had to apologise to the 
diplomatic corps Wednesday — he 
could not offer them tea or coffee. 

He was referring to the total bre- 
akdown of light, power and water 
in the capital overnight. 

Residents woke to find that only 
those with generators or firewood 
could cook, while men had no 
water to shave with and telex 
machines died. 

At Kabul's only luxury hotel, no 
coffee or tea was available 
Wednesday. Telephones at the 
hotel were down. 

"All the town is in bad shape as 
you know," Mujaddedi said. 
"Even I cannot get a cup of coffee 
or tea." 

The interim president's spokes- 
man said Kabul's power plants 



were in bad condition, and did not 
rule out the possibility of fighting 
in the area of Surobi, the eastern 
town which provides Kabul with 
hydroelectricity, as the cause. 

Mujaddedi's first objective was 
to organise the government and 
then restart the working of various 
government departments, he said, 
adding that no workers had been 
fired — they were simply waiting 
for them to come to work. 

Several civil servants told AFP 
that families they knew had 
"packed their bags and left by road 
for Pakistan. 

"I am saddened to see Afghans 
leaving for Pakistan, not the other 
way round," Mujaddedi said on 
television late Tuesday night, only 
hours after taking the reins of 

(Continued on Back Page) 



Afghans ' rally 
against price-hike 



==5 



On March 25, in front of the 
Kabul municipality, a protest was 
held against the high-price of basic 
commodities and the general lack 
of food. The renowned Afghan 
mathematician, Siddiq Afghan 
spoke about the injustice and the 
incompetence of the regime, resul- 
ting into pitiful condition of the 
capital's citizenry. Regime person- 
nel quickly arrested Siddiq Afghan 
and kept him in an undisclosed 
location, says a press release of 
Hezbi Islami Afghanistan. 

It added that on March 23, follo- 
wing the sound of heavy and light 
weaponry, the arsenal at the Kabul 
Fort exploded resulting fire and 
subsequent explosions which 
lasted for several hours. Inter-fac- 
tion rivalry between the Khalq and 
Parcham over the purported 
embezzlement of precious mate- 
rials and funds by the financial 
head of the Kabul Fort is rumou- 
red to be the cause of the clash. 

Najib recently sent Juma Asak 
again to try and replace Gen. 
Momen as head of the military for- 
ces in Hairatan as well as diminish 
the power of Gen. Rashid Dostum 
in Mazar. Again Juma Asak was 
unable to reduce their power in the 
area and was forced to return to 
Kabul. Najib then sent Nabi Azimi 
to negotiate an understanding with 
Dostum and Momen and sent a 
message through Azimi expressing 
his appreciation and encourage- 
ment for Dostimi's resistance 
against the mujahideen. Dostum 
then listed the conditions to his 
rejoining Najib's coalition inclu- 
ding: he again insisted that he be 
appointed prime minister; and his 
personnel were to be assigned to 
the central committee as well as 



power. 

Joining the exodus from the city, 
which has endured three days of 
bitter fighting, was a jeep load of 
foreign journalists. 

The airport and banks remained 
closed, while the normally intrepid 
money bazar and all but a small 
number of food shops were shutte- 
red. ^ . 

Taxis were a "take at your own 
risk" affair, with young mujahi- 
deen troops inclined to comman- 
deer them at checkpoints. 

However neighbourhood secu- 
rity "committees" — mostly 
Jamiat troops under the command 
of Ahmad Shah Masood — were 
functioning in some suburbs. 

TIER ^OST 



other nationalities. 

Dostum warned Najib that 
unless these conditions are met, he 
would continue to operate as a free 
agent in the north without any alle- 
giance to Najib. 

It further added that Dostum 
arrested all the members of oppo- 
sing militia in key positions, repla- 
cing them with his own men. con- 
sequently, after a great deal of loo- 
ting in the city, the airport at 
Mazar-i-Sharif, the various mili- 
tary divisions and brigades, the 
security belt of the city and other 
government installations are con- 
trolled by Dostum's troops. Azimi 
returned to Kabul unable to avert 
the Dostum rebellion. The troops 
are currently pushing to control 
other provinces as well. 

In addition to Dostum's militia, 
the militia of Said-e-Kayan is also 
very powerful in the north and is 
operating independent of the 
Kabul regime, having severed 
their relationship with Najib. 

HIA statement added that fea- 
ring the various militia rebellion 
may spread to Herat, Najib orde- 
red all planes at the Herat air-base 
to be moved to the Shindand air- 
base. 

The pilots in Mazar-i-Sharif, 
especially those from other tribes, 
are under house arrest and are 
quartered at guest house. The sig- 
nificant posts in the city, including 
the military divisions and regi- 
ments, have been taken over by 
members of Dostum's militia. The 
city is reported to be calm and no 
citizen may enter the city with a 
weapon. 

FRONTIER POST 
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People celebrate victory 



KABUL, April 25: Jubilant 
Mujahideen celebrated the 
takeover of Kabul with heavy firing 
in the air litting up the Afghan 
skies with red and yellow tracer 
bullets. This marked the end of 
communism after a bloody and 
gruesome 14 years. 

As the sun set over the clouded 
Kabul skyline, heavy gunfire 
heralded the Mujahideen victory 
after a day in which they fought 
each other in sporadic clashes for 
control of some strategic installa- 
tions. 

At the end of the day the presi- 
dential palace was under control of 
the guerillas of Ahmed Shah 
Masood, helped by Uzbek tribal 
fighters of the Dostum militia. 
They were flown into the capital in 
the afternoon in dozens of helicop- 
ter sorties from the north. 

But the Hizbe-Islami of Gulbud- 
din Hikmatyar was not far behind 
as they controlled the Interior 
Ministry. The Ministry is located 
opposite the Indian embassy in the 
heart of Kabul. 

The State-owned radio and TV 
statiotio were also under the con- 



From Our Special Representative 

trol of the Dostum militia and 
Masood's men, but normal prog- 
rammes were being telecast and 
there was no mention of the 
Mujahideen takeover of the city. 

The radio also ignored reports of 
the 50-member council formed in 
Peshawar, but the TV in its late 
night news broadcast announced 
that council president Mujaddidi 
had appointed commander Ahmed 
Shah Masood defence minister a 
post he would be enjoying with 
friends like Dostum on his side. 

His men, carrying kalashnikovs 
and handgrenades were control- 
ling the main Kabul roads and 
came to the Kabul Hotel, located 
just in front of the Afghan central 
bank. 

A large number of foreign corres- 
pondents greeted them into the 
hotel and asked them to fire their 
kalashnikovs, but they declined. 
The Mujahideen wanted food for 
their colleagues on duty in the 
streets of Pakhtoonistan Square, 
next to Kabul Hotel. 

The demoralised Kabul govern- 
ment being run by the four gener- 
als who overthrew NajibuUah had 

Radio Kabul plays 
Mujahid songs 

"ISLAMABAD (PPI) — Radio 
Kabul in its Tuesday's broadcast for 
the first tim^ announced the name 
of Afghanistan as "Islamic State of 
Afghanistan.", 

The radio is.intermittently playing 
ihose heroic songs which during the 
past decade were being sung and 
their cassettes played in areas con- 
trolled by Afghan Mujahideen and 
the refugees' camps. 



earlier in the day announced 
through Foreign Minister, Mr 
Abdul Wakil, that he was prepared 
to hand over power uncondition- 
ally to Mujahideen leaders who 
had set up the 50-member council 
in Peshawar. 

Wakil's helplessness was obvious 
as foreign correspondent asked 
him what he would do next as this 
was probably his last news confer- 
ence as foreign minister. 

"I would remain in Afghanistan 
as an ordinary citizen and try to 
serve my country, if I can in any 
way," he said. 

But he made it clear that there 
was no role laid down for the Watan 
Party that had ruled Afghanistan 
for the last 14 years of communist 
dominated rule. 

Wakil's news conference was the 
most passionate public admission 
of surrender by the present junta of 
generals and he repeatedly 
pleaded that human rights and 
individual freedom must be 
respected by the new government 
of the Mujahideen which he called 
"my brothers" again and again. 
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Families leaving Kabul 



for Pakistan 



An eyewitness, who has come 
from Kabul city through Kunar 
provmce said that since the Series 
ot explosions in Kabul tens of 
vehicles carrying families daily 
immigrate from the fear of war and 
tamine to Pakistan through 
Kheiwa of Jalalabad, Laghman 
and Chaarbagh Road, reports 
MIDIA. 

The eyewitness in an interview 
with MIDIA said that the families, 
mostly consisting of women, child- 
ren, elders and government offi- 
cers, suffering from high prices 
and famine due to closure of 
Kabul-Hairatan highway, leaving 
their homes in Kabul city and 
immigrate to Pakistan through 
Logar and Kunar provinces. 

When the evewitness was asked 
about the regime's check post on 
the way he said "mostly the sol- 
diers were co-operating with the 
refugees, because they were aware 
of life conditions in Kabul, and we 



convinced some others."' 

The eyewitness said that the 
army generals have full authority 
in Kabul and "the resignation 
announcement of Najib is a false 
story." 

According to the eyewitness, 
the road between Jalalabad city 
and Kunar province through 
Kheiwa district seemed to be open 
as a trade rout and he has seen tens 
of trucks, loaded with Russian- 
made goods and materials coming 
from Jalalabad to Kunar and then 
to the areas near pakistani bor- 
ders. 

Meanwhile, the MIDIA office 
in Quetta reported on the basis of 
commander Gul Agha's radio 
message that mujahideen attacked 
a regime post in Pashtoonbagh 
area of Kandahar province. As a 
result, the post was conquered. 
Two militiamen were killed and 
five were arrested. According to 
the report no casualties inflicted to 



the mujahideen. 

The report said in this offensive 
mujahideen captured one mortar, 
one ZPu-I machingun, one heavy 
machingun. six Klashnikov rifles 
and some ammiinitiiMiN 

According to ANA, a section of 
military at Uluswali (district) Kar- 
bakh, 45 km north of Kabul, under 
the command Safi, has joined 
mujahideen. 

He has 13 tanks and rockets, a 
number of sten-guns and Klashni- 
kovs and 10 other posts around the 
section also fell to mujahideen. 
And now security of all these areas 
is in mujahideen's hand. 

The commander Karim Abid 
reported this to HI A Hq. Air 
defence section near Kabul's 
Khwaja Rawash airport, which is 
used for civilian militarv' uses, also 
fell to mujahideen two days back. 
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Afghan refugees to 
celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr 
today 

Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: Afghan refugees an- 
nounced Thursday that they would 
celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr on Friday 
April 3, 1992. Eid would also 
be celebrated in Afghanistan on Fri- 
day. 

The refugees completed 30 days 
of fasting on Thursday. 

Afghan refugees crowded both 
the bazars in Peshawar and other 
cities Thursday doing last-minute 
Eid shopping. 

Shops selling meat and sweet- 
meat in particular did a brisk busi- 
ness. 

Meanwhile, Radio Kabul an- 
nounced on Thursday night that 
President Dr Najibullah had felici- 
tated the Afghans on the occasion 
of Eid-ul-Fitr. 

He was also reported to have re- 
ceived congratulatory messages 
from several heads of states and 
governments. 

Meanwhile, people in many parts 
of NWFP were preparing to cele- 
brate Eid on Saturday. 



Afghan refugees 
rush to Jamrud for obtaining 

Identity Cards 



From our correspondent 

JAMRUD: Amid signs of an early 
political settlement of the Afghan 
imbroglio, Afghan refugees dwelling 
in the tribal areas, have stepped-up 
their efforts to acquire Pakistani cit- 
izenship. 

Afghan refugees have made a 
bee-line to the Jamrud tehsil in pur- 
suit of Pakistan National Identity 
Cards and domicile certificates. The 
'rates' have also gone up. A Na- 
tional ID Card and domicile cost 
from Rs 20,000 to Rs 50,000 lions 
share of which allegedly goes into 
the pockets of those at the hehn of 
affairs in Jamrud tehsil. 

The modus operandi to get an 



identity card or a domicile certifi- 
cate in the tribal area, is said to be 
very simple. The applicant only has 
to seek recommendation on the 
documents from tribal 'Masharan' 
or elders. Most of whom are either i 
illiterate or could easily be coaxed. 
The rest is done by the tehsildar 
Jamrud tehsil. 

Quite a few racketeers have also 
jumped into the fray to take advan- 
tage of the situation and mint some 
money, allegedly with the con- 
nivance of the authorities. 

It may be recalled that the au- 
thorities had sometime back seized 
a large number of identity cards 
from Afghan refugees allegedly is- 
sued in the Khyber Agency 



'Imposition 
of govt without 
Mujahideen consent 
is impractical' 

Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: Former member of the 
Afghan Parliament, Patihul Mulk, 
Nang Yusiifeai has said that any at- 
tempt to impose any government on 
Afghanistan, without the consent of 
Afghan Mujahideen, was not only 
impracticable but would also prove 
detrimental to peace and tranquility 
in the region and Afghanistan. 

In a statement on Monday, the 
ex-parliamentarian wondered 
whether the United Nations was 
playing any circus game as for the 
first time in history, it was an- 
nouncing a cabinet without naming 
its head. 

The transitional council, he 
c laiiued appeared more a group of 
pro-Zahir Shah elements than any- 
thing else. 
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'UN plan a joke 
with Afghans' 

From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR — Fatehul Mulk 
Nang Yousa^, a former member 
of the Afghan parliament has said 
that to control situation inside Af- 
ghanistan is impossible for United 
Nations. 

In a Press release on Monday, he 
said that for the first time in world 
history, names of cabinet members 
were announced before the head of 
the state. He questioned whether it 
was an interim council or members 
of Zahir Shah cabinet. 

He attributed the United Na- 
tions*, planning a joke with the Af- 
ghan nation and said that no one 
could impose a government on Af- 
ghans without wishes of the people. 
He said that Pakistan should not 
consider the Afghan problem was a 
game of children. 

He said that the new administra- 
tion that would take over charge 
from the NajibuUah's administration 
would not honour the fake Afghan 
currency notes. He said that the 
dealers in Afghani would be respon- 
sible for their loss. 



H APR19Q2 



Al'GHANlSTAN NEWS CUPPING 



-fC- 



I i 



Afghan refugees offer special 
prayers over fall of Najib 



Afghan refugees and mujahi 
deen on Friday offered special 
prayers during Friday congrega- 
tions at several camps and mos- 
ques in their tentage villages over 
fall of Afghan ruler Dr NajibuUah, 
reports PPI. 

There was a marked increase in 
attendance in mosques during Fri- 
day prayers offered by Afghan 
refugees living in several parts of 
the city and outside camps. 

They specially prayed to 
Almighty Allah for the eventual 
victory of Afghan mujahideen 
with the fall of Dr Najibullah. 

However, the still uncertain 
situation in Kabul following emer- 
gence of new developments kept 
most of refugees and their notables 
in a state of confusion who were 
still undecided to make a definite 
opinion regading their future plans 
and more importantly the question 
of their home return. 

Several Afghan refugees run- 
ning foreign goods shops in the 
Zaryab Colony on contact told 
that they were happy enough over 



the departure of Dr Najibullah but 
that it was not yet and of their 
struggle because their main objec- 
tive of formation of an Islamic 
government in Afghanistan was 
yet to be achieved. 

A group of refuges at a traditio- 
nal Afghan road side small restau- 
rant said that the real aim of muja- 
hideen was not only his ouster but 
to take over actual power in Kabul 
and exercise of authority to bring 
the country under true Islamic 
order. "Our entire struggle sprea- 
ding over more than 13 years and 
so was aimed at seeing Afghani- 
stan as an Islamic state to be gover- 
ned under Islamic laws", they 
added. 

The displaced Afghans living in 
comparatively better conditions in 
urban parts of city in reaction to 
the drastic changes in their country 
informed that it would take some 
time to make up their minds to go 
back to their homeland. 

They admitted that their collea- 
gues in camps and bordering areas 



had started voluntary repatriation 
but those engaged in local trade 
and and business here were not 
immediately prepared to make a 
definite decision regarding future 
of Afghanistan even after the 
down fall of Dr Najib. 

"We will have to consult our fel- 
low Afghan notables and all other 
concerned as far as our response to 
the fresh happenings is concer- 
ned", said a refugee Shaista Khan 
who runs old garments shop in 
Afghan Colony of the city domina- 
ted by refugees families. 
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Increased prospects of Kabul's fall put 

SOB HEWS INIEILN^iONAI. 

Afghans in India in a dilemma 23 



By Joel Rai and Harun Riaz 

NEW DELHI: When the last vestige 
of the Soviet occupation of 
Afghanistan, its President Mo- 
hammed N^ibullah, fell on April 16, 
there was a general shout of triumph 
among the 12,000 Afghan refugees 
in the Indian capital. But the initial 
euphoria has now been tempered by 
anxieties and realities and not all 
Afghans want to return to the land of 
their birth immediately. 

When the Soviets overran 
Afghanistan in 1979, several thou- 
sand Afghans trudged into India, 
seeking refuge in a country that was 
historically contiguous to a single 
empire. A second batch of refugees 
came here when Mikhail Gorbachev 
withdrew Soviet troops from 
Afghanistan and fighting between 
Miyahideen and government forces 
broke out. Ever since, the Afghan 
families have lived in Delhi at sub- 
sistence levels, depending to a large 
measure on the compensation doled 
out by the UN High Commission on 
Refugees. 

Masood and Mansoor are 
teenaged brothers, sons of a Mu- 



jahideen who was killed in 1989. 
They live here with their mother, two 
sisters and baby twin brothers. An 
elder brother is in Canada. Both of 
them want very much to go back to 
Afghanistan and clamour for news 
from their homeland. But they are 
often unable to get reliable news 
with the result that they are all the 
more confused today. 

They both know that Ahmed 
Shah Massoud and Gulbuddin Hik- 
matyar are the Miyahideen leaders 
who matter the most. Yet they say 
that they will want to go back to 
Afghanistan only if a smaller leader, 
with whom their father was obvi- 
ously associated, comes to power. 
They do not know what they will do 

back home or what sort of a life 
awaits them when a new government 
takes over. 

More lucky, as far as access to in- 
formation goes, is a former joint di- 
rector of the Afghan Archaeological 
Department, now serving as the 
hotel manager in a Afghan-run 
restaurant in Delhi. The restaurant 
has a TV set whicl^ is linked by cable 
to Star TV and is a welcome source 
of information. 

"We are very happy that N^ibui- 
lah has fallen from power. We wel- 



come a Miyahideen government and 
we will feel very happy if a united 
Miyahideen regime takes over," the 
archaeologist, who requests 
anonymity, says. He knows that the 
fall of Njgibullah does not solve all 
problems. Ihie, they all live in diffi- 
culty in India - the UNHCR grants 
just Rs 2,200 for the archaeologist's 
family of five - but it will be as diffi- 
cult for them back home if the fac- 
tion fights continue. 

"Yes, there is tension even here 
between the factions," he concedes. 
There are reports that on Friday last 
when Afghans, most of them sup- 
porters of Ahmed Shah Massoud, 
congregated at a mosque in Defence 
Colony, a group had entered and dis- 
tributed pamphlets urging them to 
support Gulbuddin Hikmatyar. 

The papers alleged that Massoud 
himself was not above unsavoury 
acts of killing and torture. Some 
Afghans observe that once the situ- 
ation in Kabul coalesces into some 
sort of order, this will also be re- 
flected in the politics of expatriate 
Afghans. 

For some Afghans, it is a period 
of not only concision but of a gen- 
uine dilemma. Ahmed Gilani, for in- 
stance, has been running a cloth 



shop in Nizamuddin for the last ten 
years. He says that he is reluctant to 
throw up a settled life and venture 

into what might very well turn out to 
be a chaotic situation. He is espe- 
cially apprehensive of the power 
struggle that might ensue if the Mu- 
jahideen form a government. But he 
does feel nostalgic about his home. 
"We were free and could do what we 
liked," he says. 

There are practical problems too. 
Mohammed Ehsan says that he has 
two children studying in English- 
medium schools in Delhi. "In 
Afghanistan, we only have Persian in 
the schools. This will greatly disturb 
the education of my children if we go 
back. I want them to study here," he 
says. 

But there are also people like 
Irfan, who waits on the tables of 
Kabuli Restaurant in Nizamuddin 
and earns Rs 40 a day. Irfan came 
here in the second wave of refugees 
after the withdrawal of Soviet 
troops. The young man hated the 
Soviets, Babrak Karmal and Najibul- 

see next page 
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Refugees want a free^ Islamic 



Afghanistan 



From ZAFARULLAH KHAN 

ISLAMABAD — Most ot the 
Atgnan refugees living in Islama- 
bad can't comprehend exactly 
what was happening in their home- 
land but they haven't given-up 
their 13-years old dream of free 
and Islamic Afghanistan. 

The Frontier Post contacted 
ordinary Afghan refugee inhabi- 
ting in G-sectors of the capital to 
know their feelings and expres- 
sions about current situation in 
their motherland, here on Tues- 
day. 

Liaqat Ali, resident of Ghazni, 
when asked said, '"now we don't 
have the patience to see continue 
war in Afghanistan. Our life is 
miserable, our families are scatte- 
red, we want to start a new life and 
this is the high time to make all this 
possible." He said, "now our lea- 
ders are fighting but ordinary 
people are praying for peace. 

A voung Afghan once the resi- 
dent of Kabul, Shafiq, who sells ice 
cream near Peshawar Mor G-9/4 
said "we are looking for the lea- 
dership which can think about the 
poors. Shafiq whose mother 
tongue is Persian viewed that Afg- 
hanistan is also a multi-lingual 
country like Pakistan. Those who 
feel that this diversity is a hin- 
drance on the way to peace, should 
not forget that so many multi-cul- 
tural and multi-lingual countries 
are surviving on the. globe, he 
added. 



It was interesting to note that 
most of the refugees living in Isla- 
mabad are Persian speaking and 
are running profitable business 
here, while the plight of the poors 
was evident near Afghani nan shop 
in G-9/4, where around 50 refu- 
gees, mainly from proletariat class 
were sharing their pathetic dinner 
after the entire day of hectic labour 
that too with very low wages as 
compared to their Pakistani coun- 
terpart. 

A Dari speaking Mohammad 
Shah from Kabul said first the 
USSR left Afghanistan, now the 
puppet regime of Najibullah had 
gone, but I can't understand why 
peace is still far away. We are one 
nation with versatile culture. 
When we were subjected to the 
Russian aggression, these petty 
questions were not seen in our 
society, why today they are emer- 
ging, he questioned. 

"I was born in Pakistan, I am 
studying here, I can communicate 
in Pakistani language, and above all 
I haven't seen my motherland", 
this was the typical dilemma of the 
13-year-old Sajid whose parents 
carne to Pakistan from Kabul after 
becoming victim of Russian 
aggression. I would love to go back 
to my country provided there is 
peace, said Sajid who apparently 
seem shy to go to his war-torn 
homeland. 

A paper picker Sangeen Gul, 
Pushto speaking refugee said, "in 



Afghanistan we want Islamic 
government nothing more nothing 
less. 

Zia Mohammad a Dari speaking 
from Kabul said our resistance 
groups leadership should figure 
out any workable way to save Afg- 
hanistan from civil war. "To forge 
unity and adopt unanimous policy 
is the responsibility of the leaders, 
what we can do is to pave way for 
the success of their policies," he 
added. One owner of Kabuli res- 
taurant in the capital dispelled the 
impression that they were reluc- 
tant to go back. -One's own home 
is the best place for him/her", he 
said. 

Responding to a question, a Per- 
sian speaking Daud said by the 
grace of God no personality but 
Islamic ideology would prevail in 
Afghanistan. 

Mohammad Ghulam from 
Kabul, whose mother is Persian 
speaking while father a Pushtoon, 
said the division of their country 
on the basis of language was the 
propaganda of those who had their 
vested interests, "otherwise we are 
one strong nation. ' 

Most of the Afghans contacted 
for comments were from the 
middle class they were busy in ear- 
ning their bread and butter while 
comparatively well-off here seem 
, busy either in shopping or discus 
sing about the future of their coun 
try in the areas like Peshawar Mor 
G-9 and small markets of G-sec- 



Whose responsibility are 
Afghan refugees? 



By Asir Ajmal 

ISLAMABAD: While the Afghan con- 
flict seems to be on the minds of 
the foreign office our domestic pol- 
itics is also being affected by it. 

Reliable sources told The News 
that Sardar Yaqub Khan Nasir, the 
minister for state and frontier re- 
gions, has not taken very nicely to 
statements by Gulistan Jaiyua, Gov- 
ernor of NWFI^ regarding the repa- 
triation of the Afghan refugees. 

The Governor had made state- 



ments to the press saying that the 
NWFP government is preparing 
lists of the Afghan refugees to en- 
sure their return. The minister is 
unhappy that he is being bypassed 
because this does not concern the 
NWFP government but comes 
under the ministry of state and 
frontier regions. 

Gulistan Janjua had also ar 
ranged a meeting of the Saudi Am- 
bassador with the Miyahideen lead 
ers which the minister feels is ar. 
encroachment on his powers. 



lah. He lives in Delhi in a one-room 
hovel, the rent of which is inflated 
simply because he cannot afford not 
to take it. Throwing caution to the 
winds, Irfan bravely declares, "I'd 
rather go back than live in poverty ' 
And how do these people react to 
the news that Najibullah is, in all 
probability, flying to India for asylum. 
*We have heard his release from 
Kabul will bring peace to our coun- 
try So be it," says the archaeologist. 
"But," he adds, "Afghans in Delhi 
I want him arrested in Kabul and made 
I to apologise to the Afghan people, 
j He has killed many He should be 
I brought before the people." 

The Afghans here are thankful to 
[Pakistan for the help that the coun- 
try has provided to the Miyahideen 
fighting against the Communists. It 
seems that Peshawar has become a 
name forever ingrained in the mind 
of the refugee Afghan. "Pakistan has 
[played a very positive role," says the 

archaeologist, who in the coiu^e o 
our conversation says that he speaki 
for a most of the Afghans here, anc 
which must be true since he inter 
acts the whole day with Afghans. 

He also scotches rumours tha 
Afghanistan will be rim by funda 
mentalists. "We, Afghans, are nei 
ther cold nor hot. We do not believ- 
in extremes. Afghan people woul* 
not welcome a strict government 
he asserts. And he is very pleasec 
that communism will never more 
plague his country "When commu- 
nism is dead in Sovietland", he says 
I with a huge grin, "how can itraise its 
head in Afghanistan?" 

So while the UN seeks peace in 
I Afghanistan, while Miyahideen lead- 
ers attempt to sink deferences and 
form a common front, while Nayibul- 
lah hides, the Afghans in India pon- 
der over the difficulties of starting 
life anew in the country of their 
birth. 



Afghan refugees hold procession 

PESHAWAR, April 27: A large ^^^^^ ^^8^ Road, Bacha Khan 

number of Afghan refugees held a ^^^^^^^ ^' ^»q" abad area. ^ . 

victory march here on Monday in The processionists chanted pro- Un\wrt 

support of Afghan guerilla com- Masood-Rabbani slogans. ^n^ -00 9 

mander Ahmed Shah Masood. ^ The marchers disperssed peace- 0 Ar R i^OL 

The procession passed through ^^^y after reaching Afghan 

Colony.— PPI 
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Refugees await peace in Kabul 
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KARACHI: Poor Afghan 
refugees living in squatter set- 
tlements along the Super High- 
way are anxiously awaiting 
news of the installation of an 
Islamic government in 
Afghanistan so that they can 
retxim home. 

An estimated 25,000 Afghans 
live in 'jhuggis' (huts) and 
another 30,000 in tents along 
the Super Highway. They are 
supporters of the Mujahideen. 

News filtering into the settle- 
ment about the possibility of 
peace finally returning to their 
homeland is keeping them alert 
about prospects of going back in 
the near future. 

Like the Mujahideen leaders 

Afghanistan who are divided 
iong ethnic lines, their sufp^ 

rs in the camps also favour a 

^t-up on basis of ethnicity and 

nguage. 

Thus while the Persian speak- 
ig Afghan Tajiks say they want 
I see Ahmed Shah Masoud 
ecome President, the Pashto 
,peaking Pakhtoon Afghans 
vant to see Gulbadin Hek- 
natycir hecfiTm, ,^^^^.^^3 
ruler. * 

Rut all <rf idiem, including the 
Central Asian Uzbeks, are bit- 
terly opposed to the ousted 
President Najibullah and are 
waiting for him to leave the 
country. 

The Afghan women living in 
strict confinement in huts are 
even more nostalgic about 
returning to their villages 
where they said they lived 
peacefully, tending goats, 
before being driven out by the 
Russian invaders. 



These women who have lost 
their husbands, brothers and 
sons, are weary of the war and 
long to return to a conflict-free 
Afghanistan. They are also keen 
to rejoin relati^S~tiseyib^«e-Mt 
behind. 

The Afghans interviewed by 
this correspondent at a tea shop 
inside their Sfsttlement ha-re on 

average stayed six years in 

Pakistan. Many of them were 
Maulvis, who with their lifllig 

beards and 'Tasbihs' (beads), 
■ were grateful to the Pakistan 
government for ''giving us space 
as Muslims and helping us with 
food and water," as shop-keeper 
Mullah Abdul Hakeem put it. 

But over the last six years, 
these refugees said, they had 
not been getting aid either from 
international agencies or the 
Pakfstan government, which 
had added to their problems. 
Whatever assistance they had 
been getting had come directly 
tmm <me or the other of <^ 
seven Mujafciietti groups to 
which they happened to be 
affiliated. They had helped 
them with relief goods sent 
through Saudi Arabia and the 
US. 

Adapting to life in the out- 
skirts of Karachi has been har- 
der for the refugees who worked 
as in Baghlan province 

befasreCyoming here. These 
Afghans now work as daily wage 
workers in the construction 
field or as rubbish pickers. 

The^wom^^^ilc lake br«ad 
which is takm by the mmi to 
Sohrab Goth and sold in the 
market. 

Construction work on plots 




Little Afghan girls in a refugee squatter settlement near Sohrab- 
goth.— Dawn photo. 
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Rally in Quetta 
for peace in 
Afghanistan 

From Our Staff Correspondent 
QUETTA, April 27; Hundreds of 
Afghan women in a raBy strongly 

denounced the bloodshed for sec- 
uring power in Kabul and urged 
that it should be brought to end as 
the Af^ns have already suffered i 
too mudt in the last 14 years. The 
rally was arranged by Revolutio- 
nary Association of the Women of 
Afghanistan here on Monday. Hun- 
dreds of Afghan .««fflMWs and chil- 
dren participated in the rSlly. 

The demonstrators marched on 
various roads and streets with 
placards and chanted slogans 
against the hardline Afghan leader 



Gulbaddin Hekmatyar and "fun 
damentalists." 

Addressing the rally leaders of 
the AfghBii Weawn OrganiMttion 
Atefa Zafar, Sreshna and other 
speakers strongly condemned coup 
coup d'etat of 27th April 1978 and 
civil war in Afghanistan. They held 
Gulbaddin HeiErasrti^ irf fortatier 
rulers of Afghanistan responsible 
for further bloodshed and killing of 
innocent people in Kabul. 

They demanded that power 
should be transferred -^•cet^ion 
council of Afghan parties for the 
restoration of peace in Afghanis- 
tan. They alleged that "fundamen- 
talist elements with the help of 
some PaktottiH ^^oiMkai iet»iers 
are trying to sabotage the peace 
process in Afghanistan and the for- 
mation of their own government in 
Kabul". They demanded that a 
broad-based ^ammmm <&m^%h 
elections shottW be formed ir 
Afghanistan, . . . . - 



^^^"^ Afghan refugees 
attacking Kabul 



D I KHAN: A large number of 

Afghan refugees, living in the 15 
refugee camps in D I Khan, took out 
a procession against Gulbaddin 
Hekmatyar, while condemning his 
attack on Kabul. 

The angry Afghans chanted slo- 
gans against the Hezb Chief and 

m the Afghan capital. 

They said that the 13-year old 
war in Afghanistan was not meant 
to divide the people on linguistic 
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basis, as all the Mujahideen had 
fought for their collective home- 
land. 

The demonstrators also raised 
slogans in support of Professor 
Sibghatullah Mojadeddi and hoped 
thj^ Afghans would have the oppor- 
tunity to restore peace in that war 
torn country very soon. 

They also demanded that ail the 
Jelad parties, who fought against 
the communist regime, should be 
taken into confidence in order to 
bring about a stable and long last- 
ing peace into Afghanistan. 
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along the Super Highway has 
the Afghan refugees worried 
that siiey might be evicted l>y 
the builders. "Does the Pakis- 
taMl|^MSTinW*ttt#»Jttisto leave 
now?" one woman innocently 
asked this correspondent. 

Witii the death of Afghan men 
in the war, the demographic 
balance has changed in favour 
of women and children. Twenty- 
year-old Abdullah Aziz's Tajik 
family is a typical example. 

His father and two brothers 
died™ the war. Now his mother, 
Arzi Gul, lives with her two 
younger sons and daughters-in- 
law. Mather Gul and Mama Gul, 
and their little children. 

These women are educated 
only in Quranic studies and 
Namaz' (prayers) and other- 
wise unable to read or write. 
They had no idea about the role 

played by the NajibuUah gov- 
ernment in ushering women's 
participation in public life. 
They had been • told that 
NajibuUah was not a Muslim. 
— ^*We want to go back when- ifiii 
'islamic State is esfSteHsHtcf?* 
says Mather Gul. 

The wait-and-see attitude per- 
meates the womenfolk even 
while they seem more nostalgic 
about going back. "If there's a 
truce we'll go back," says Arzi 
Gul. 

Too poor to pay their air fare, 
these Afghans say await the 
benevolence of donors to return 
to their homeland. 

Liaqat Adeel adds: The rich 
among the refugees generally 
display an indifferent attitude 
towards the possibility of peace, 
but they see a better future for 
money making once the Pakif 



tan-Afghanistan route is 
opened. 

NamatuUah who had cDme ro 
Pakistan after the Communist 
coup iiffSTS, say* fie l«fas quite 
enthusia.stic about the pros- 
pects of the UN peace plan but 
the sudden change in Kabul has 
plunged him in despair about 
early restoration of peace in 
Afgiianistan. "The question is 
not whether I would like to go to 
my country or not. The question 
is whether my country will 
become livable or not. I would 
love to go back as soon as peace 
is restored. But I cannot be 
e.xpected to go to a war-ravaged 
country where there is no sec- 
urity of life." 

Abdul Rahim had come to 
Pakistan after the Soviet inva- 
sion in 1979. He has established 
himself in the leather business 
here. He does not want his 
actual details to be published 
because he is staying here illeg- 
ally. But he says Pakistan has 
now become his second home. 
,.,"^1 have made my fortune 
here. When I had' migrated in 
1980 I had just a few thousand 
rupees but today my business 
runs into millions. After the 
resferation of peace in 
Afghanistan I would like to go 

back and see prospects for my 
business. If conditions are good, 
I might go back for good, other- 
wise I would like to stay on 
here." 

Syed Rasul has huge shares in 
some of Ae «ipensive hotels in 
Clifton. He has no intention of 
going back because at the 
moment he does not see any 
futiu-e for his lucrative business 
in Afpba - m. 




Afghan refugees who were originally farmers in their own country, 
are adapting to life in the outskirts of Karachi.— Dawn photo. 
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By Mafianaiii^^^' 

ISLAMABAD — Visibly taken 
aback by the fact changing scenario 
inside and around Kabul city the 
Government of Pakistan appears 
helpless despite being hosts for 13 
vears to the various heads of Afghan 
Mujahideen, who at the final mo- 
ment, despite fervent pleas by them 
are bent upon militaristic actions. 

However the ' Government of 
Pakistan is greatly worried over any 
fallback from bloodshed inside Af- 
ghanistan and these apprehensions 
were explaujed by a Foreign Office 
spo1ceslfef^"Wft^*^al#^1W(*#lWl**ay, 
"there are now three essential ele- 
ments of Pakistan's position. We 
Vaht to completely avoid 
bloodshed. Pakistan wants the unity 
of Afghanistan and the protection 
of its integrity and a peaceful trans- 



orpmfisrti^M fnteHht "CottBcil 
supported by thie' Afghan Mujahi- 
deen." 

A senior Foreign Official said, 
"Th^^iafaideenwere no. longer in- 
signi^ME^WasV:* IPakMSBi is also 
apprehensive over a massive influx 
where refugees could start flowing 
into its Frontier province for which 
it is ill equipped with most major 
donor suffering as Bei^"S^«lfA ^ys 
from "donor fatigue." 

The Foreign Office spokesman 
when questioned said that if there 
was bloodshed and fightine inside 
Afghanistan the risk of art'ltmtee^ai 
highly dangerous for Pakistan. He 
said, "this is another reason that 
Pakistan wants a peaceful transfer 
of power inside Afghanistan." 

Publicly at least the government 
in Pakistan is saving that they are 



using their niOTaHttflttSnce to dis- 
courage fighting between the 
Mujahideen so that a peaceful trans- 
fer of power can take place. Meet- 
ings between Pakistani officials and 
the S'^rtiideeir Ir -Peshawar were 
held on Saturday and officials at the 
Foreign Office still appear optimis- 
tic when they says "we have consid- 
erable moral influence on the 

The government on Saturday con- » 
firmed reports that former Afghan 
President Dr NajibuUah before leav- 
ing office had sent desperate mes- 
-in^ fl@ the Pakistan Government 
that he could no longer wait for an 
interim Afghan Government. The 
Foreign Office spokesman said, 
"There were no message from ex- 
■Al^aii^ PresMtot NajibuUah but 
some signals were received indi- 



rectly that he could not hold on for 
long.'" The UN Secretary's Special 
Envoy Benon Sevan could have 
been that intermidatory and even on 
Saturday he was in touch with Pakis- 
tan Charge d' Affaires in Kabul who 
n^nwhile, was constantly in touch 
with the Pakistan Foreign Office. 
However, the spokesman when 
asked said, "Right now we have no 
direct contact wyb'#msfe sft^ntroi 
in Kabul 

Pakistan realises the possibility of 
the joining of hands of the present 
Council in charge in Kabul and the 
Jamaat's commander in the north 
Ahmed Shah Masood against Gul- 
badin. The iheeting could not take 
place between commander Masood 
and Afghan Foreign Minister Abdul 
Wakiljiarlier, but sources maintain 
that Mr Wakil reached the hide- 

1 
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Continued from page I 

away of Commander Masood on 
Satiirtiay. 

The FO spokesman when asked 
abcHit infighting breaking out bet- 
ween the union of the present Gen- 
eral's Council and Masood against 
Mujahideen leaders opposing them 
in the run tor Kabul city said, "This 
is precisely the kind of scene that 
Pakistan does not support, or like. 
We are working for a solution to 
avoid bloodshed. When victory is so 
close they should maintain unity for 
peaceful transfer of power." 

Senior officials in the Foreign Of- 
fice who are closely monitoring the 
tluid situation say that at present the 
Council in charge inside Kabul have 
not spelt out any final proposals 
which would lead to their demands. 
It is for this reason that the officials 
here have received no new proposal. 



Perhaps after Mr Wakil and Com- 
mander .Masood's meeting some- 
thing concrete could emerge. The 
official said, "The situation is grave 
and at this point they are meeting 
amongst themselves inside Af- 
ghanistan but nothing specific has 
emerged since Thursday. It also de- 
pends if the major Mujahideen 
groups can agree to any proposal. 
They can, above all, easily go for 
peace." 

When questioned the FO spokes- 
man said that he did not have any 
indications that Benon Sevan 
wanted to return to Islamabad. He 
said, 'T cannot say when he'll return. 
It depends on his talks and negotia- 
tions with the Kabul authorities. ' 

Other officials are also not con- 
firming reports that Benon Sevan is 



unable to return for security 
reasons.- These reports were earlier 
highlighted in a request from 
Washington where they appealed to 
those inside Afghanistan that all in- 
volved should respect the safety and 
freedom of movement of Mr Sevan 
and other international representa- 
tives. It further called for the free- 
dom of movement in and out of the 
country of all UN personnel. 

Diplomatic observers are of the 
firm opinion that despite bearing the 
burden of over three million re- 
fugees for 13 long years, Pakistan is 
left with very little room to man- 
oeuvre. There appear to be three 
power centres at least for the mo- 
ment emerging on the Afghan- hori- 
zon. 

One is the remnant of the ruling 
structure seeking strength from the 



generals rallying around Nabi 
Azimi, the other toeing Commander 
Ahmed Shah Masood. and the third, 
the hard core Pashtoon fundamen- 
talist Gulbadin Hikmatyar, who 
does not appear to be considerate 
of Pakistan's priorities. 

From Islamabad it appears that 
peace could be restored through col- 
laboration between the incumbent 
military councH and rebel faction 
rallying around Commander 
Masood. 

If such a situation does nature 
Pakistan will be left with no lever- 
age. There rather are grave pos- 
sibilities that such a situation could 
lead to a Pashtoon and non-Pash- 
toon conflict with grim consequ- 
ences for the territorial integrity of 
not only Afghanistan but also Pakis- 
tan. 



NATION 19APH1392 



Afghans in India 
sceptical of peace 



NEW DELHI (AFP) — News 
of a ceasefire in Kabul fails to 
impress Afghan refugees here, 
who say they will not go back home 
until peace has returned for sure. 

"You ask if I'm confident, but 
I'm not," said Zarghona, 40, as she 
lounged with her family in the 
living room of her tiny apartment 
in a middle-class part of the Indian 
capital. 

"I'm tired of the fighting. I won't 
go back unless there is no more 
fighting." 

How soon might that be? Zarg- 
hona points to Afghanistan's long 
history of violence. "I know my 
people and my country," she 
replied. "It will take some time." 

Nearly 14 years of war made 
refugees of five million Afghans, 
the vast majority of whom settled 
in Pakistan and Iran. 

In New Delhi, about 9,000 Afg- 
hans are registered with the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). The Indian govern- 
ment estimates that thousands 
more are here under other statu- 
tes. 

But while those in the Indian 
capital represent Afghanistan's 
many ethnic groups, virtually all 
hail from Kabul, historically a cos- 
mopolitan crossroads of Central 
Asia. 

Some came on the thrice-weekly 
flight from Kabul. Others went 



overland to Pakistan, then found 
smugglers who got them into India 
on bogus passports. A remarkable 
handful did the whole journey on 
foot; it takes about three weeks. 

Those registered with UNHCR 
get 830 rupees (28 dollars) a 
month, less for dependents, a pal- 
try sum when inflation in India is 
nearly 13 per cent. 

Indian law bars refugees from 
working — "There's no work for 
Indian, so how can we get jobs?" 
Zarghona's husband Mohammed, 
47, said pragmatically — so most 
Afghans work underground, or 
while away the hours with friends 
and family. 

Starved for news, they have 
spent recent days glued to televi- 
sion reports from Kabul which 
have so far failed to reassure them. 

"I think there will be more 
trouble, more refugees, if the pre- 
sent situation continues," said a 
local Jamiat-i-Islami representa- 
tive, Engineer Omar, before news 
of relative calm in Kabul had 
spread through the refugee com- 
munity. 

Mohammed left Kabul 15 
months ago to join other members 
of his family already in New Delhi, 
after a harrowing eight months in 
prison where he endured beatings 
and repeated interrogations. 

He was jailed, he said, after 
spies spotted a visit to his Kabul 



garage by out-of-town kin who 
happened to have links to the 
mujahideen. 

Mohammed remains scarred by 
the experience, asking that his 
family's real names not appear in 
print. "We don't know if those in 
power before (under deposed pre- 
sident Najibullah) might come 
back again," he said. 

He held no grudge against the 
people who tortured him. "They 
did something bad and wrong, but 
if I did the same thing, what would 
be the difference?" 

But he acknowledged that 
revenge killings in general are a 
distinct possibility in a post-war 
Afghanistan. 

"This is a fact," said Moham- 
med, a strapping man with huge 
arms and a warm smile, lying on 
the deep red Afghan carpets that 
furnish the living room of his fami- 
ly's tiny flat. 

"I know my people. They're 
Afghans. They will take revenge." 

His daughter Nazneen, 19, who 
is engaged to marry a fellow refu- 
gee soon, has another concern — 
the future of educated women like 
her under a mujahideen govern- 
ment. 

Hardline mujahideen groups 
have said they think Afghan 
women should get out of the work- 
place, go back into their homes 
and wear the heavy, tent-like Afg- 
han veil called the "chadri." 
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Middle class shows no interest 

Afghans leaving Pakistan 



PESHAWAR, April 28: Hun- 
dreds ot Afglum refugees are leav- 
ing Pakistan for Afghanistan every 
day. About 50 to 60 buses loaded 
with refugees and their belongings 
daily cross the Pak-Afghan border 
at Turkham, the Afghan Refugees 
Commissionerate comfirmed here 
on Tuesday. 

Reports reaching here from 
Quetta and Bajaur also suggest that 
refugees have started packing and 
many of them have already left 
Pakistan. The foreign currency 
market in Qissa Khwani bazar here 
remains crowded from early morn- 
ing to late in the evening. 

On Sunday, police had to resort 
to lathi-charge when some unruly 
Afghans roughed each other to get 
their money exchanged into 
Afghan currency. Many of them 
were seen carrying away bags bulg- 
ing with Afghan currency. 

The price of the Afghan currency 
is going up day by day. On Monday 
the selling rate for 100 Afghanis 
had gone up to Pakistani Rs 6.25, 
whereas the buying price to Rs 
5.75. Only a couple of months ago 
the value of 100 Afghanis had gone 
as low as Rs 1.30. 



From Liaqat Adeei 

Some of the refugees were also 
seen selling their arms to get 
enough cash to take along as they 
are not sure what conditions are 
awaiting them in their war-ravaged 
country. 

When I asked a refugee why he 
was not waiting for some more days 
to see what would become his coun- 
try, he said. "I know the war is not 
going to last for more than a few 
days." Another refugee said Gulba- 
din Hekmatyar would be in no posi- 
tion to sustain the united force of 
the other Mujahideen. 

x\sked why refugees were selling 
their arms, he said: "Jehad is over 
and now we do not need arms. 
Against whom are we going to use 
them? The communists are gone. 
We are not supposed to kill our 
brothers. Now we want peace on 
our land." When it was suggested to 
him that the 'brothers' were now 
fighting each other, he said: "Every 
family and every nation has some 
selfish brothers too. But the sincere 
ones always prevail." 

The irony is that none of the well- 
to-do Afghan refugees liave so far 
showed any signs of living for their 
country. A young boy of 16 told me 



that his family had migrated to 
Pakistan 14 years back. Naturally 
he has no idea about his hometown 
Nanangar. But still when he was 
asked if he would like to go to his 
country, he said: "Of course, even if 
I haven't seen Afghanistan I would 
love to go to the country of my 
forefathers. But we are just waiting 
for peace to restore." 

It is in fact the typical cowardice 
of the middle class that is prevent- 
ing the urbanised Afghans to go to 
their country" in a condition of con- 
fusion and uncertainty. They are 
never too patriotic to leave the 
luxuries of life in the name of coun- 
try or nation. 

Another reason is that they are as 
opposed to the government of 
Mujahideen as they had been to the 
communist rule. "Yesterday 
Afghanistan was not a livable place 
for us because it was under the 
ruthless communists who wanted 
to impose their ideology on us by 
force. Today it is the government of 
MuUas who have no respect for 
other's opinion either. The 
uncivilised and uneducated mul- 
las' rule can even be worse than 
that of communists," he concluded. 



Hopeful Afghans returning to 



The hectic efforts aimed at 
Dringing peace to the war-torn 
Afghanistan literally enhanced the 
ate of return of Afghan refugees 
0 their home country. Hundreds 
Df Afghans could be seen along 
vith their belongings leaving for 
he country at Turkhum and Miran 
ihah. 

Surprisingly, the return of the 
efugees to their homeland has 
:onsiderably increased during this 
nonth despite the insecurity and 
ack of reconstruction schemes in 
\fghanistan. The repatriation 
iepartment of the Peshawar-based 
\fghan refugee commissionerate 
evealed that in the ongoing month 
)f April nearly 30,000 Afghans 
lave returned through various 
outs to Afghanistan. According 

0 the repatriation record, 28,000 
efugees have left Pakistan within 

1 spane of 14 days (April 1-14). 
fhe details provided by the autho- 
ities further disclosed that 4,866 
amilies from Timergara, Jamrud, 
-lango and Bannu have shifted to 



fatherland 

their hometowns in Afghanistan. 
The repatriation programme laun- 
ched in July 1990 was a failure as 
only 14,0313 members of 27,136 
Afghan families surrendered their 
cards to the authorities and retur- 
ned to Afghanistan. 

Transportation means being 
used for the purpose varies with 
status and socio-economics of the 
refugees. Those who have their 
own truks or other vehicles are in 
less trouble than the others who 
are using handcarts for the long 
journey. 

The refugees hailing from 
Kuner, Laghman, Nangrahar and 
Kabul showed enthusiasm and 
adopted the routs of Pevay Kan- 
dao, Chaprial, Kabul and 
Laghman. The fair charges ran- 
ging from 30,000 to 2500,000 Afg- 
hanis. 

For Naziam, the vehicle charges 
being fixed at 30,000 Afghanis, 
while Debala, cost 50,000 whereas 
Kogyara and Jadili cost one and 25 



lakhs Afghanis respectively. A 
survey conducted revealed that in 
the outskirts of Afghanistan and in 
all the peripheral independent 
areas poppy has been cultivated on 
maximum fields. The harvesting 
seasons is about to began. It is also 
learnt on good authority that many 
are interested to 

occupy the disputed, abandoned 
land and take out their share in the 
so called Saur revolution. Howe- 
ver, it is worthmentioning that 
from July 1990 uptill now not a 
single family from Chitral have 
shifted to Afghanistan. It is to be 
noted that almost all the refugees 
famihes in Chitral belonged to 
Ahmad Shah Masood. 

Whatsover the reason may be, 
the refugees in the scatered camps 
of Frontier are in high spirits even 
when it's high time to go back to 
their country and reconstruct as 
well as re-establish all the broken 
relations and damaged prop- 
erty.— INP. 
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Afghans willing to return 



X ( Continued from Page 1) 

and its prospects for the NWFP 
population, opinion leaders from 
cross section of the society expres- 
sed satisfaction over the fact that 
the solution of the 13-year-old cri- 
:$is is at last in sight. 
• Soofi Bashir, president of Sar- 
had Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry said, "with the solution of 
this crisis, the Central Asian route 
for trade would be reopened to the 
trading community of the Fron- 
tier. This would give a boost to the 
economy of the province. The UN 
plan is sure to be popular among 
the refugees since the long exile 
has worn them out and they would 
Ibve to return to their homeland." 
; Dr. Mateen, ex-vice chancellor 
of the University of Peshawar said, 
'''it is a great development and with 
the settlement of the Afghanistan 
issue, Pakistani economy would 
see happy days. As peace returns 
to Afghanistan it presents a fertile 
market- for trade and being the 
trade route for all the other count- 
iries of the region, Pakistan would 
J)enefit most from this emerging 
trade. I am of the opinion that if 
ihe UN plan fulfils the three requi- 
rements of the refugees, they 
>rould surely go back to their 
iomes. The mines in Afghanistan 
ishould be cleared, the reconstruc- 
?tion programme for Afghanistan 
Should offer employment to the 
jefugees, and the relief for the war 
affectees should be generously 
offered." 

) Aurangzeb Durrani, a labour 
leader (president of All Pakistan 
-Federation of Labour) said, "now 
ihat the Afghan crisis is being 
J-esolved, the refugees should go 
jback to their homes. The refugee 
problem has caused an overburden 
bn the inco'me sources of NWFP 
^nd along with it it has caused pol- 
lution and created other social pro- 
)?lems. We have been good hosts to 
them and now they should avail 
the opportunity of an honourable 
)-eturn and should not listen to the 
vested interests who only want to 
create tension in this province 
through the prolonged existence of 
the refugees here." 
« Mian Mohammad Mushtaq, 
yice president of the Cantonment 
poard, Peshawar, said that he did 
not hope the refugees who have 
Ifound good sources of income in 
Jhis province, will go back to their 
tountry. "We would be happy if 
they go back since Peshawar's 
Social infrastructure has been 
^overburdened by them. The UN 



plan should ensure that the refu- 
gees do not continue to stay here 
and cause further burden on our 
towns." 

Murtaza Khan, a leading busi- 
nessman of Peshawar, said, "the 
refugees will never go back 
because they have captured the 
business here. They pay no taxes 
and bills for government services. 
This is a paradise for them." Amin 
Butt, owner of Kashmir Cloth 
House, Peshawar, said, "the way 
these refugees have been thriving 
here, has been a source of loss to 
local traders. Though the local tra- 
ders would want them to go back, 
they do not seem to respond to the 
opportunity offered bv the UN 
plan." 

Waris Khan, owner of Alhajj 
Property Shop, said, "the refugees 



will have to go back to Afghani- 
stan. Now they won't be enjoying 
the foreign aid and won't be able to 
live here. If they haven't got some 
income sources they will go. Those 
who have established their busi- 
nesses here will tend to stay. If 
they return to Afghanistan, the 
business of locals will again expe- 
rience a boom since they would not 
be facing an overstretched mar- 
ket." 

Syed Abbas Kazmi, a social 
worker and university student of 
physics, said, "I don't think the 
refugees will go back if the mujahi- 
deen leaders refuse to accept the 
UN formula. The UN should 
ensure that its formula earns the 
consensus of broader section of the 
mujahideen only then there will be 
prospects for the refugees return." 
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Peace prospects lure 
Afghan refugees home 



F.P. Bureau Report 

ISLAMABAD — Brighter pro- 
spects for peace in Afghanistan are 
apparently luring growing num- 
bers of refugees home, UN offi- 
cials say, as Pakistan is beginning 
preparations for a possible large- 
scale repatriation. 

The number of families monito- 
red crossing into Afghanistan is 
surging, a senior official at the 
United Nations High Commissio- 
ner for Refugees (UNHCR) office 
here said on Monday. 

Pierce Gerety, UNHCR deputy 
chief of mission in Pakistan, said 
monitors at the border crossing 
point to Paktia province, eastern 
Afghanistan, reported a sizeable 
increase since Ramazan ended on 
April 5. 

For example, he said 60 refugee 
families — 497 people— crossed the 
Ghulam Khan border point from 
the North Waziristan in one week 
compared with 10 families of 108 
people in a week's time at the end 
of March. 

UN teams reported families tra- 
velling to Paktia on tractors, pik- 
kup trucks and larger trucks, car- 
rying household goods and even 
roof beams. 



Another UNHCR official, Phi- 
lippe Labreveux, said by tele- 
phone from Quetta, that in Jan- 
uary through March this year, 
8,526 family heads had turned in 
their ration cards in Balochistan 
under a voluntary repatriation 
scheme, heading mainly to Afgha- 
nistan's Helmand and Kandahar 
provinces. 

Under the UN scheme launched 
in 1990, the returning refugees are 
provided an immediate subsi- 
stence allowance of 132 dollars and 
300 kilograms of wheat to help 
them resettle. 

In the whole of 1991 , Labreveux 
said, 19,371 family heads had left 
Balochistan, where 450,000 Afg- 
han refugees are officially registe- 
red, adding that 150,000 could 
return from the province this year. 

Independent sources said that 
the 10 UN-run relief counters for 
refugees reported a rush of fami- 
lies cashing in their ration cards. 
"We are ready to open more" such 
counters, Gerety said. 

Official sources here said all 
concerned departments and agen- 
cies had been activated to prepare 
for a massive repatriation. 



regions Sardar Yaqub Nasir said 
on Saturday that "the Afghan refu- 
gees will return to their homes in 
honour and dignity very soon". 

Labreveux said that an early 
settlement of the conflict would 
swell the number of refugees going 
home. 

UN circles, however, note secu- 
rity risks such as mines and road 
blockades, besides the acute lack 
of infrastructure in the war-rava- 
ged country. 

"We would not be able to cope 
with refugees returning in millions 
this year", Gerety said. 

More than two million Afghans 
live in Iran. Together with those in 
Pakistan, they form the largest 
refugee population in the world. 

According to new estimates 
agreed between Pakistani authori- 
ties and the UNHCR, registered 
Afghan refugees in Pakistan num- 
bered 2.768 million as of April 1. 

A total of 2. 15 million registered 
refugees reside in camps in NWFP. 

However, the country is also 
host to hundreds of thousands of 
Afghans, including an estimated 
250,000 in southern Karachi alone. 



Minister for states and Frontier who are not registered. 
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Afghan refugees 



start their journey home 



From Ismail Khan 

PESHAWAR: Amid prospects of 
peace in the war ravaged 
Afghanistan, Afghan refugees after 
thirteen years long sojourn in Pak- 
istan have finally started folding their 
bag and baggage to set sail to their 
homeland. 

Trucks and pickups loaded with 
luggage and refugees sitting atop 
could be seen moving towards the 
Pak-Afghan border. Unconfirmed re- 
ports put the number of refugees re- 
turning daily to Afghanistan at four 
hundred. Political authorities in 
Landi Kotal, a border town with 
Afghanistan confirmed the number of 
refugees returning to their homeland 
has picked up with bright chances of 
an early settlement of the Afghan 
conflict. They informed that an aver- 
age of 30 families were daily cross- 
ing the Torkham border to return to 



their homes and hearth. The 'repatri- 



Afghan 
refugees eager 
to go home 

From Saeed Zaman 
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Refugees 
return gains 
pace 

Bv KASHIF 

In the wake of the announce- 
ment of the 15-member, pre-tran- 
sition council for Afghanistan, 
hosts of Afghan refugees have 
started flocking the Durand Line 
to finally return to their homeland. 

Hordes of Afghan refugees from 
Azakhel, Pabbi and Jalozai camps 
around Peshawar can be seen tra- 
velling the road to Afghanistan. 
Jubilation writ large on their faces 
and with twinkle in their eyes. 
They are sitting on the trucks, 
filled to the brim with their belon- 
gings. The ladies, vie 
are usually travelling by vans, 
while the youth and the menfolk 
are seen sitting on the trucks. 

The Afghans use Pakistani 
transport uptill Torkham from 
where they rent Afghan transport 
to travel into Afghanistan. 

The battered old lorries from 
Afghanistan present a sharp con- 



claimed that a vast area of the so 
called 'liberated' area had come 
under poppy cultivation due to the 
stoppage of aid to the Afghan 
refugees. "Nangrahar province ex- 
cluding Jalalabad which is under the 
government's control will have a 
poppy boom," he remarked. 

Most of the refugees returning to 
ation' they claimed was going on Afghanistan he said were farmers be- 
smoothly and th^re were so far no in- longing to Nangrahar and Pakhtia jamrud- Scores of Afehan refn^PPs 
terruptions from the Mu^ahideen side Provinces. Mtical auth^^^^^ Seposi^^^^^^^^^^ 
controlhng the stnp across the bor- this could be one factor behmd the j^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^.^^^j 3^^^^ 
"^^''^ , . acceleration of Afghans returmng to ^^^^.^^^ 

There were however reports that their country^ They however assert ^^^^ ^ UN-sponsored programme, 
some of the Afghan famihes prefer to that most of the returnees have gone , sPttlpmpnt nf thrAfah^n 

move at night times taking the -mule forgood. Sis^s^^E^^ 
tracks" for fear of attack from the The rush at the UNHCR spon- TccoXg" !^^^ conducted 
hostile Miyahideen. Political authori- sored scheme to give cash and wheat , rr. . ^r.„ Af«han« 

ties concede it is possible. They be- in return for the ration cards to help Ko fS^Siered t^^^^ 
Ueve the refugees could take the encourage the voluntary return the ^!^^/^^^^ 
route along Shalman and Charbagh i^fogees is another expression of the janlmd S^^^ ^^bt 

refugees eagerness to see their . ' , . received 
However, Miyahideen claim to the homeland. 99 7 L?^nn in .fc^ finnl lth 

contrary. Most of the returnees, they The poUtical authorities at Jamrud I ^'^•J^"^^"^^" ^^^^ 
maintain are either nomads or those have established an office under the T?pnrp«spntativa« nf Aftthon 
who are going to look after th^r UNHCR auspices for the purpose ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ Jamrud tS 
fields ahead of the harvest season^ where more than six hundred Afghan ^ecoWnend such cases to the Bank 
An Afghan source m Peshawar who famihes have so far deposited the ra- ^^.^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ 
requested not to be identified tion cards ^ received cash monev^j ^^^3 3 

and wheat. The boost m the value of ^^^^^^ ^^^^^ 
Af^an currency which IS now seUmg ^he News learnt that a large 
at Rs 5 per hundred Afghams is yet ^^^^ of Afghan refugees, who id 
another proof of the nsmg hopes gg^gg ^^^-^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ 
amonpt the Afghan refugees who are ^ homeland apparentiy 

Uterally on tlieir toes to return to their encouraged by the fact that some 
country. We are just waiting for the Miyahideen groups were no longer 
fmal decision and the word - go, position to restrain them from 



In response to The Frontier Post 
querry that whether they were 
happy on going back to the war- 
torn land, as they were leaving 
behind comparatively better living 
conditions, an old man with a wrin- 
kled face and tears in his eyes 
replied, "his land had beckoned 
him and he had to go, because 
motherland was motherland." 

A boistrous young man when 
posed with the same questions 
replied that they were returning as 
victors to their ancestral home and 
the feeling he was experiencing 
was uncompareable. 

The authorities at Torkham in 
reply to a question told The Fron- 
tier Post that, the refugees did 



said an Afghan. 



20,000 Afghans 
return home 

PISHIN (AFP) — Some 20,0()0 



crossing the border. 

The announcement made by 
Afghan President Dr N^ibullah last 
month to step down in favour of an 
interim setup has given further im- 
petus to the process of repatriation 
of Afghan refiigees. 

Earlier, refugees wishing to go 
back had to get permission from 
their group's leader. 

The UN had launched a scheme 
last year to provide cash assistance 
and wheat to the refiigees in order to 
encourage them to return voluntar- 
ily to their homeland. 



cross over before but Afghan fami- Afghan refugees residing »" rxrrnjw^TmwJ/ 
lies did that in order to cultivate or Baiochistan returned to their home- S» iAfiM£tdJ iUaMt 



harvest poppy crops which they 
brought back to Pakistan through 
other routes but since Eid-ul-Fitr 
they were crossing the border with 
all their worldly belongings. 

The border authorities added 
that before Eid the refugees just 
trickled across the border but now 
it seems that a dam has been bro- 
ken as now 38-50 families cross- 
over daily. 

An interesting thing to note is 



trast to the colourful and relatively ^^at when the press photographers 
new Pakistani vehicles. ^^ked the returmng Afghanis to 
This is svmbolic of the miserv "^^ke a victory sign of 2 fingers, 
which awaits these people across they outnghtly refused and retor- 
the border. They would have to ted that God is one and raising two 
start from scratch and face a lot of fingers amounted to blashphemy. 
hardships. A mammoth task They msisted on getting their pic- 
indeed, for the repatriating refu- t^re taken with only an index fin- 
ages, pointed in the air. as a sign of 

victorv. 
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land during the last one week. 

He said the fresh departure began 
following the announcement made 
by Dr Najibullah that the would step 
down. 

The official said that around 40UU 
families left their tentage villages lo- 
cated in Chaman, Jangle Pir Alizai, 
Saranan Toba-kakari, Toba Achak- 
zai, Surkhab in Pishin district and 
Panjpai in Quetta district during this 
period. 

NATION 
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Afghan refugees 
returning home 

TEHERAN (AFP) — Afghan 
refugees started returning home 
Saturday from the eastern Iranian 
province of Baiochistan via Sistan, 
official Teheran Radio reported. 

It gave no figures, referring only 
to "a certain number" of refugees 
travelling across Iran's eastern 
border to Afghanistan. 

Teheran, faced with its own eco- 
nomic problems, backs UN effons 
for a peaceful transfer of power in 
Kabul . • . 
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Refugees rush to exchange 
market, sensing peace in homeland 



From Ismail Khan 

PESHAWAR: Police resorted to mild 
baton-charge on Saturday to control 
thousands of Afghan refugees who 
had assembled at the money^ex- 
change market at Chowk Yadgar Pe- 
shawar to buy their national cur- 
rency amid sings of an early 
settlement of the Afghan conflict. 

The presence of police contin- 
gent and such a large number of 
Afghan refugees at Chowk Yadgar, 
which has traditionally been a 
venue for holding public meetings, 
presented a scene of a huge public 
rally 

A dozens of Persian-speaking 
Afghan women clad in their tradi- 
tional 'burqas' were ostensible by 
their presence. 

Their eyes gleamed with light as 
enthusiastic Afghans tried to elbow 
each other in order to find their way 



to the few-open money exchange 
shops. 

Ironically most of the shops at 
the money-exehange market were 
closed apparently on the 'excuse' 
that the shopkeepers could not 
withstand such an unprecedented 
rush. 

But informed sources said most 
of the shopkeepers opted to close 
down their shops and 'board* the 
Afghan currency in anticipation of 
a further increase in its rates. 

The Afghan currency which had 
plunged to a record low rates of Rs 
1 per hundred Afghanis, had a sud- 
den upsurge following announce- 
ment by Afghan President Nayibul- 
lah to step down in favour of an 
interim government in Afghanis- 
tan. 

The rates are however still very 
'fluid' and fluctuate with the chang- 
ing scenario. 



The sudden increase in Afghan 
currency rates from Rs 2 per hun- 
dred Afghanis to Rs 4, showed a de- 
cline of 50 paisas, when Hizb-e-Is- 
lami leader Gulbadin Hekmatyar 
contradicted a news item regarding 
the provision of a list of his party 
members to be included in the in- 
terim set-up. 

It however record a 25 paisa in- 
crease on Friday following an- 
nouncement by UN Secretary Gen- 
eral Boutros Ghali regarding the 
formation of a 15-member pre-tran- 
sitional Council that would take 
charge from the incumbent Afghan 
government. 

The money exchangers at 
Chowk Yadgar and elsewhere in the 
Frontier Province are know for 
closely watching and monitoring 
the political developments on 
Afghanistan. 



Refugee camps 
state within state 



a 



P.P. Report 

State within state exists in cer- 
tain Afghan refugee camps where 
the law of the land has no say. 

The Afghan refugee camps scat- 
tered all over the province have 
become state within state as the j 
law enforcers could not dare to > 
step inside the respective perimet- 
res due to reasons best known to 
them. 

But the usual plea of the cops is 
that the law enforcers could only 
interfere through the Afghan refu- 
gee commissionerate. But it is a 
fact that certain crimes of henious 
nature needs immediate response 
and action, murders and abduc- 
tions being one of them while long 
tiring procedures 'through proper 
channel' give amply time to the 
criminals to remove the clues and 
vanish. 

Recently, a murder took place 
in the Jalozai camp, Pabbi neai 
Peshawar. Professor Mohammac 
Jan Ahmedzai was shot dead in the 
early hours of Thursday morning 
His murder is considered to be 
political as no FIR was registerec 
despite the fact that murder occur- 
red in Pabbi area. Some days '^ack 
thcTesidents of the camp also fis- 
hed out the body of another com- 
mander from the adjoining canal. 
He was also killed and the bod> 
thrown in the water course. 



Moreover, some days back 
another commander was also shot 
and seriously injured in the Jalozai 
camp. Interestingly, the police 
never ventured inside the camp to 
investigate the matter. A proper 
case is never filed. It is strange that 
on both the sides of the Jalozai 
camp, the police enforces the law 
while inside the camp it is never 
bothered for. 

It is to be noted that the camp's 
Afghan administration has its own 
police and municipal committees, 
detention centre. The refugees are 
of the view that the local police has 
nothing to do with the internal 
matters of the Afghans. 

In another instance, two persons 
kidnapped from the University 
town area were kept captive in the 

Jalozai camp for more than 17 
days. Influential Arbabs of the 
Palossey area including some poli- 
ticians exerted pressure on the 
police and both of the abductees 
were recovered. The recovery was 
made only when the police 
impounded vehicles and detained 
members of the certain Afghan 
party. Although he captives gave 
full details about the jails where 
they were detained, the police 
never carried out further actions. 

The murder of an Afghan leader 
might be considered as an internal 
matter of the Afghans under cer- 
tain circumstances, but subjecting 
Pakistani citizens to high-handed- 
ness is to be taken notice of. 



Likewise, the Swabi camp has 
become notorious for harbouring 
the desperados of the whole Mal- 
akand, Mardan and adjoining 
areas. The said camp is also infa- ^ 
mous for hired assassins, dacoits 
and carlifters. Even it is rumoured j 
that kidapped persons are also 
kept there since safe houses are 
available in the camp. 

Such lenient attitude on the part 
of police encourages such activities 
while on the other hand the 
already dwindling respect of the 
law is diminishing. 

The point to ponder is that 
unlike tribal areas, most of the 
local criminals have also strated 
taking refugee in these camps so 
that the authorities never bothered 
to look in the camps. The tribals on 
the other hand are hounded 
through various means including 
the political office while leniency is 
observed in the settled areas, 
seems to be a strange phenome- 
non. 

FRONTIEU POST 
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mistrustful of US policyi'fn exten- 

sive interviews with The 
Washington Post in the Panjsher 
Valley in 1983, he expressed some 
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stronger 
in Kab^l 

From William Branigin 

KABUL: When he started fight- 
ing Afghanistan's new communist 

government in 1978 in his native 
Panjsher Valley, Ahmed Shah 
Masood, by his ov>rn account, had 
fewer than 30 foUowers, 17 rifles 
and Si30in cash. 

Now the largely self-taught "Lion 
of the Panjsher" effectively con- 
trols the country's air force and 
much of its remaining army, in 
addition to the more than 10,000 
guerrillas of his Jamiat-i-Islami (Is- 
lamic Society ) organisation. 

Masood, who will be 39 this fall, 
has Kabul in his grasp after his 
Mujahideen fighters', iit alManee 
with military and former govern- 
ment militia units, flushed rival 
guerrillas of the radical Hezb-i- 
Islami faction out of key installa- 
tions on Sunday. He is defence 
minister of the interim Islamic gov- 
ernment whose president was 
installed on Tuesday. 

The fiercely independent son of a Hekmatyar, the leader of Hezb-i- 
retired Afghan army general is one Istamfe • flte'^ Pakistani military 
of the few top guerrilla comman- backed Hekmatyar as a compliant 
ders to remain in Afghanistan ally, while Masood. who represents 
throughout the nine-year occupa- the northern Tajik minority, main- 
tion of the country by forces of the . tamed his distance from 
former Soviet Union. This set him Islamabad. 

apart from bickering Afghan rebel Top US Embassy officials in 
leaders who lived in relatively com- Pakistan defended the policy by 
fortable exile in neighboaring repeating Pakistani assertions that 
Pakistan. the Pashtuns — especially Hek- 

During his 14-year struggle, the matyar — represented 9. more 
former engineering student effective anti-Soviet resistance 




Ahmed Shah Masood 



demonstrated talents for planning, 
organisation, leadership and guer- 
rilla tactics that inspired compari- 
sons with Argentina's Ernesto Che 
Guevara and Yugoslavia's marshal 
Tito. Practically alone among 
Mujahideen commanders, he has 
studied the works of such revolutio- 
nary leaders as^ Gmvmv^-- Mao 
Zedong and Ho Chi Minh, drawing 
lessons that helped him develop his 
own strategy for fighting the 
Soviets and their Afghan com- 
munist allies in ttris rugged, indmi- 
tainous land. 

Yet, for years, Masood was virtu- 
ally ignored by US policy makers 
and, seemingly, the CIA. They 
acquiesced in the policy of Pakis- 
tan's intelligence service of chan- 
nelling the bulk of US-financed 
weapons deliveries to ethnic 
Pashtun groups, particularly 
Masood's archrival, Gulbuddia 



cynicism abmit what he regarded /r 1 1 

as the Rea^il^^ministrsftioh'saim iViclSOOQ SCIIQS 
of bleedingtheSovietsin Afghanis- 

message 
to Peshawar 



"There are many thin^ America 
could do to help us," he skid then. 
"But unfortunately, instead of 
looking at the Afghan people as a 
movement against communism, 
America is thinking how it can 
benefit from the movement." 

Yet, although he maintains his 
goal of establishing a strict "Is- 
lamic government" in Kabul, he 

has rebuffed offers of help in the^ ^l^ak to W^^^n ai.kmaty 
past from the Irainan Revolutionary 
regime that were conHEIionea on 
his adopting its anti-American 

policies. 

Independence from foreign pow- 
ers has become a main tenet of 
Masood's doctrine, based on his 
study of other insurgencies. Any 
guerrilla group that ties itself to an 
outside power is doomed to fail, he 
has told interviewers. — Dawn/ 
LAT-WP News Service (c) 
Washington Post. 



than the Tajiks. 

By buying the Pakistani line in 
the last major battle of the Cold 

War, WashiBgtojn may have lost a 
chance to build irtflueftce widi the 

man who is emerging as the most 
powerful figure in the new 
Afghanistan. 

Hekmatyar, who fell out of US 
favour last year when he backed 
Iraq in the Persian Gulf war, now 
has become the main spoiler in 
Afghan efforts to vmit& m4 fwm «; 
government, 

"I'd like to see the Ittoks om ttesir 
faces now over at Langley," a US 
expert on the Mujahideen said in 
reference to CIA headquarters. 
"They backed the wrong pony. 
Utey helped create Gmbtwmn 
Hekmatyar." 

Masood's experience with the 
United States 1^ hte mmmkatt 



DAWN J'3APi 

Masood assures 
Pakistan of peaceful 
transfer of power 

iSUii^AD: Ps^istaa has been in 

contact with commanders of north- 
ern Afghanistan including Ahmed 
Shah Masood who have achieved 
great succe^es in 1^ Afghan Jehad 
recently. 

Masood has sent messages to the 
President and Prime Minister con- 
veya^ assurances that he fully sup- 
ports a peaceful transfer of power in 
Kabul and looks forward to Mu- 
jahideen leadership to qiiiddly work 
out political plan. - 

He stated that the current victo- 
ries of Afghan Jehad are the com- 
bined efforts of all Afghans. Com- 
mmder Masood also stated he waa 
taking all steps in liberated areas 
under his control to ensure safety of 
civilian population. 

The commander greatly praised 
Pakistan for helpmg the Migahideen 
and the efforts of its leadership to 
forge unity among all Miyahideen 



KABUL. April 19: Command© 

Ahmad Shah Masood has sent a 
message to Peshawar warning 
against Mujahideen infighting and 
asked the commanders council to| 



whose forces are also convergir 
on Kabul. 

"Convince him that I am not il 

coalition with the government and! 
I am not selling my 14 years of 
effort," Khaiili quoted Masood as 
saying. "He may not like me but hej 
should not fight me." 

Hekmatyar has angrii 
denounced events over the past! 
few days as an attempt to install a| 
coalition in Kabul based on linquis 
tic and ethnic lines. 

Masood, who has made big 
advances in the past month 
through reaching accommodations 
with dissident government com 
manders, is a member of Afhganis 
tan's minority Tajik community. 
Hekmatyar is a Pushtun, the coun- 
try's dominant ethnic group 

The Hezb chief left for Afghanis- 
tan on Saturday vowing to attack 
Kabul unless power was handed 
over to his nominees 

Khaiili said Masood, based abou 
60 kin miles) north of the capi 
tal. had ordered a tactical paus 
while he waited for a response fro 
Kabul. 

Following the attempted flight c 
President Najibuliah last Thur 
day, the military holds the rea 
power in Kabul, not the rulin 
Watan (Homeland) party, he said. 

"Commander Masood said Wak 
was not powerful enough t 
respond and he has taken hi| 
demands to the people with re 
power." 

Wakil told reporters in Kabul 1 
had. wrung an agreement fro 
Masood for more peace talks t 
which other mujahideen leader 
would be invited. 

Diplomats there said he app 
rentiy won some respite for Kabu 
whtJse tw» million people have su 
vived years of guerrila rockets an 
now fear attack by rival mujah 
deen 
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No direct contact with Kabul authorities: FO 
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separate Counci 



BySALIMBOKHARI 



ISLAMABAD— Commander 
Ahmed Shah Masood was noi 
working on independent line and 
no process lo form a separate 
Afghan Council was in progress. 
In TacL Commander Masood has 
sent messages to the President 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan and Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif besides 
Afghan Mujahideen leaders in 
Peshawar clearly indicating that 
he was for such a council thai 
enjoyed liic support of all Afghan 
Mujaiiidciin groups. 

This \us suited here Monday 
by a spokesman of the Foreign 
Office during a routine briefing 
on Afghanisuin. He said there was 
no truth in reports that Ahmed 
Shah Masood was tfying to strike 




a separate -^tel** 'i*^** Kabul 
authorities instead he was keen 
for formation of a Mujahideen 



council to which power could be 
transferred in z peaceful maimer. 

The spokesman referred to 
messages sent by Ahmed Shah 
Masood in which he has urged the 
Mujahideen Tanzeemal to 
urgently name the council since 
the time was of essence. He 
categorically denied reports of. 
ethnic clashes in Afghanistan 
adding that the emphasis was that 
such a situation be averted to 
ensure peaceful transfer of power 
in Kabul. 

He was of the view that a 
great deal of progress was 
achieved during Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif's meeting with 
Mujahideen leaders in Peshawar 
Saturday night and since then 
encouraging developments had 
taken place facilitating the 



formation of the proposed Afghan 
Council. He said in this 
connection an important 
announcement was expected by 
late Monday evening. He said 
Pakistan government was not in 
direct contact with the Kabul 
regime and no such initiative was 
taken by those in power in the 
Afghan capiuil. 

He wcni on lo say ihai 
Pakistan government was in touch 
#ith ON representative Bcnon 
Sevan who was talking to Kabul 
authorities. He added that the 
United Nations was still very 
much part of the process striving 
hard for peaceful transfer of 
power in Kabul. The spokesman 
said there were no deadlines fixed 
for formation of the Afghan 
- C&iUmu^ on back Page 



Anti- govt alliance 
under Masood 



MONITORING REPORT 

A COALITION lafirt^een formed 

in Afghanistan among some of the 
anti-government commanders 
Who cmrtfol large areas of the 
Counuy. 

The alliance, called Islamic 
Jehad Council, is headed by 
Commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood, whose forces have gath- 
ered atom 4{) mil^ of the Kabul. 
The alliance does not include 
Gulbadin Hckmaiyar whose 
forces are gathering to the south 
of Kabul. 



The newly fornred co«ncH 
does not yet control Kabul but 
correspondents say it is now a 
matter of intie. 

Masood told foreign journal- 
ists that they would not enter the 
City nnffi Mujahideen govern- 
ment was in control there. 

BBC says the command 
strength of the MtijtWdeeft and 
disaffected government comman- 
ders overshadows anything that 
may be pitted agaisnt them. They 
already conu-ol much of the north 
and approaches to Kabul and even 
the capital's airport. 

Major cities have fallen with- 
out a fight. Kabul is next on the 
list, the correspondent said. 



Islamic Jehad Council is 
headed by Commander Shah 
Masood who made .his name- 
fighting the troops'iscnt flwn'tfie 
former Soviet Union. Islam is at 
the core of his political ideas. 

BBC says a majority of the 
northern forces are not from tbc 
dominant Pushtoo ethnic commu- 
nity which has ruled Afghanisuin 
for 250 years. Pushtoons still have 
to react. The next few days will 
be decisive. 

Meanwhile Indian external 
affairs minisuy sources said that 
India' afflbasstdor in Kabul met 
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Separate Council 



From Page 1 



Council and added that soonest 
such a council was formed the 
best it was for transfer of power 
without shedding blood. 

Replying to a question, he 
said, Hizb-e-Islami led by 
Engineer Hekmatyar will 
participate in the proposed 
council and it was well 
represented in the Peshawar 
meeting presided over, by Prime 
Minister Sharif. 

He refuted reports suggesting 
that Pakistan government had 
asked the Afghan Mujahideen 
leaders to leave the country and 
added that no Mujahideen group 
staged a walkout during Peshawar 
meeting Saturday. 

He said the impression given 
by some media reports that talks 
in Peshawar had failed was 
baseless. He said instead there 
was consensus among all groups 
of Mujahideen that collective 
efforts should be made to avert 
bloodshed and edmic strife. 

Confirming that food aid was 
rushed to Afghanistan, he did not 
give names of the recipients of the 

aid saying he was not in a posidon 
to name those benefitted by it He 
said Pakistan government no 
favourites in Afghanistan and it 
was interested only in peaceful 
transfer of power in the war- 
devastated country. 



He informed another 
questioner that no representative 
of the Kabul authorities would be 
included in the proposed Afghan 
Council to which power would be 
transferred. 

He said Pakistan government 
had received reports of major 
cities falling to Afghan 
Mujahideen. However, the 
situation around Kabul remained 
as it was. 

He said the transfer of power 
to Afghan Council will be total 
and it will be followed by a 
ceasefire and general amnesty. 

The spokesman did not offer 
any comments when asked why 
the Prime Minister and the Qief 
of the Army Staff had gone 
abroad at such a crucial stage. 
Instead, he said that in such 
situation, there are different 
institutional arrangements for 
running the affairs of die state. 
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Najibullah more than once since 
he resigned as the Afghan presi- 
dent on Wednesday. During the 
meeting, Najib did not make any 
request for asylum, shelter or tem- 
porary stay in India. 

In New Delhi, Afghan Charge 
d' Affaires Ziauddin Naseeri has 
said negotiations arc continuing 
with Majahidecn leaders includ- 
ing commander Ahmad Shah 
Mas(X)d to form a coalition. 

Talkinu to newsmen he 
expressed the hope that a concen- 
sus on peaceful setUement would 
be evolved soon, and all factions 
would join the coaliuon. 

Naseeri said Afghan Foreign 

Minister Wakil will be travelling 
to Peshawar to hold talks with 
Mujahideen commanders for join- 
ing the set up. 

According to a Reuter report 
Afghan Mujahideen stepped back 
from a final onslaught on Kabul 
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Commanders' Council throws 
weight behind Masood 



PESHAWAR (PPI)~The General 
Council of Mujahideen 
Commanders and a number of 
commanders outside die council 
have expressed strong and 
complete support to Commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood and his 

recent victories in north of Kabul. 

A declaration issued here 
states that a delegation consisting 
of representatives of the 
Commanders Council and some 
other Mujahideen Commanders 
talked to Commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood on wireless about 
die recent developments in Kabul 
city and Mujahideen 's victories in 



the north of the country. 

Masood's explanations were 
convincing and the commanders 
here assured that the situation was 
under control and soon an Islamic 
government could be establish- 
ment in Kabul, says a MIDJA 
report issued here Monday. 

The declaration says that 
Masood emphasised that he had 
not formed any coalition 
government with the Watan 
Communist Party, neither would 
he do so in future. He also 
emphasised diat he was against 
monopoly of power and formation 
of government by one party. 



The declaration quotes 
Masood as saying that Jamiat 
Islami Afghanistan with an 
enormous military force and all 
the weapons and equipment of 
Bagram aitbase including its jet 
fighters can enter Kabul city at 
any moment and form a 
government. JIA prefers, 
however, that the leaders of Jihad 
form a joint government and then 
the Kabul regime transfer power 
to that government. 

The declaration of the 
Commanders Council forcefully 
urged the leaders of Mujahideen 



parties to urgently form an 
Islamic government and assume 
power in Kabul. 

If the leaders do not succeed 
to do so then the Commanders 
togeUier with die Ulema and die 
tribal elders would take action to 
do so. 

The declaration requests all 
die Mujahideen and the people of 
Afghanistan not to allow anyone 
to make evil propaganda about 
language, ethnicity, regions and 

religious schools of thought to 
create division among the 
Mujahideen. 

The General Council of 
Commanders warns that if a 
Mujahideen party wants to over- 
take Kabul by itself and 
monopolise power, and if it 
creates obstacles towards for- 
mation of a joint government, die 
Council would then not remain 
indifferent. It would take decisive ' 
military action to prevent such 
moves. 
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No plan to attack 




abul 



From M, Ziauddin 



ISLAMABAD, April 23: The lion 
ot Pan isheer, Ahmed Shah Masood 
has assured that he would not "in- 
itiate attack on Kabul", according 
to Mr Benon Sevan, UN Secretary 
General's Special Envoy, who iiew 
into the capital from the besieged 
capital ot Afghanistan on Thursday 
morning. 

Masood's assurance was con- 
veyed to Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif by Mr Sevan who went into a 
meeting with the former 
immediately after his arrival in 
Islamabad. 

A brief account of this meeting 
was given by the Foreign Office 
spokesman at his daily briefing on 
the evolving Afghan situation. 

On this part the Prime Minister 
assured the Special Envoy that 
Pakistan will use all its political 
and moral influence to "prevent an 
armed conflict in Afghanistan," 
said the spokesman. 

Mr Benon Sevan briefed the 
Prime Minister in detail about the 
situation inside Kabul and about 
his meeting with Jamiat-i-Islami 
field commander, Ahmed Shah 
Masood. 

He informed the Prime Minister 
that "any government or council 
formed by the Afghan Mu jahideen 
could take over power in Kabul, fil- 
ling in the dangerous vacuum that 
exists there." 

The Special Envoy emphasised 
the need for the miliiarv comman- 



der not to take any steps that could 
trigger a fratricidal conflict. 

According to Mr Benon Sevan 
Commander Ahmed Shah Masood 
had given assurances that he would 
not initiate attack on Kabul. 

The Prime Minister informed Mr 
Sevan about the efforts being made 
by Pakistan to bring about a 'con- 
sensus' among the Mujahideen tan- 

H elated stories on 
page 9, back pugi? 

zeemat. He also stated that Pakis- 
tan will use all its political and 
moral influence over the Mujahi- 
deen to i)revent an armed conflict 
in Afghanistan. 

For this purpose, the Prime 
Minister said, he was keeping in 
touch with all the relevant parties. 

The meeting was also attended 
by Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Mr Siddique Khan Kanju 
and Secretary General Foreign 
Affairs, Akram Zaki who, the 
spokesman said, left for Peshawar 
immediately after the conclusion 
of the meeting to "continue the 
efforts to bring about a peaceful 
settlement of the problem." 

The spokesman informed that 
Pakistan was in constant touch 
with all the field commanders 
including Ahmed Shah Masood and 
Mr Gulbadin Hekmatyar. 

According to him, the Govern- 



ment was also in touch with Iran, 
Saudi Arabia, the United Xations 
and the OIC and keeping them 
informed about its efforts to hnnu 
about an agreement among the 
Afghan Mujahideen. 

He said the Prime Minister was 
closely monitoring the evolving 
situation and was keeping in touch 
with all the relevant parties. 

At the fag-end of the briefing, the 
spokesman in answer to a question 
said there has been some move- 
ment forward (in the efforts to 
reach an agreed settement) and 
"they hope to carry that further." 

He said Afghanistan will be the 
focus of attention during the three- 
day visit of UN Secretary General 
Mr Boutros Ghali commencing 
from Friday. 

He informed that the Secretary 
General of OIC. Hamid Gabid has 
also expressed his desire to come to 
Pakistan "in connection with furth- 
ering efforts to bring about peace- 
ful settlement of the Afghan issue." 

"He is likely to come shortly, 
most probably soon after the con- 
clusion of UN Secretary General's 
visit," the spokesman added. 

When asked to throw some light 
on the meeting between President 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan and the former 
ISI chief Lt-Gen. (retd) Hamid Gul 
reportedly in connection with 
Afghanistan, the spokesman 
declined to add anything more than 
what has been published today. 



Agencies add: United Nations! 
Special Envoy Benon Sevan 
pleaded with rival Mujahideen i 
leaders on Thursday to hold their 
guerillas back from a disastrous] 
new war in Afghanistan. 

"What I want to appeal is that 
they hold their fire and they stay 
where they are, each of them, to I 
make no move towards Kabul," he 
told a news conference in I 
Islamabad. 

Sevan, speaking a few hours I 
before an ultimatum from radical! 
guerilla leader Gulbadin Hek- 
matyar was due to run out, said a I 
civil war between guerilla groups 
vying for power in Kabul would be| 
disastrous. 

Hekmatyar. who has concen- 
trated his forces south of Kabul, 
has given government militia andl 
his main rival for power, guerilla 
commander Ahmad Shah Masood, 
until the end of the day to quit the 
security belt round Kabul or face! 
attack. 

Sevan had been in Kabul sincel 
President NajibuUah was ousted a 
week ago until he flew back to 
Pakistan on Thursday. He said his| 
main job was to avert bloodshed. 

He saiti Kabul's rulers and all thel 
guerilla commanders he met dur- 
ing a trip to Masood's headquarters! 
north of the city wanted a peaceful 

settlement because once 

bloodshed started nobody could | 
stop it. 

— APP/Reuter/AFP 



Masood consolidates Kabul will fall soon: Masood 



his position 

From Our Special Representative 



KABUL, April 26: The new 
Afghan strongman Ahmed Shah 
Masood consolidated his hold over 
the capital on Sunday after a day of 
some fierce clashes with Gulbadin 
Hekmatyar's men who have almost 
been thrown out of the new power 
game. 

Despite a secret deal between 
Hekmatyar and the ousted defence 
and interior ministers, who 
ordered their men to surrender to 
Hekmatyar on Saturday, Masood 
and his Dostum militia allies 
flushed out the pockets of resis- 
tance from Kabul taking the fight 
to the eastern and southern out- 
skirts. 

Diplomats and observers are now 
realising that Hekmatyar tried a 
coup attempt on Saturday in league 
with some Pakhtoon generals and 



ministers, but before he could get a 
decisive hold over the city, Masood 
moved in quickly and foiled his bid. 

Masood now controls most of the 
city centres except the interior 
ministry, but a visit to the place by 
this correspondent, amid fierce 
fire, revealed that Commander 
Karim Abid of Hizb-i-Islami was 
already negotiating with Ahmed 
Shah Masood and hence there had 
been no attempt by the Masood 
men to overrun his position. 

Hekmatyar is now almost out of 
the power game, if he can throw up 
a surprise by launching a massive 
attack from the south where he has 
been holding his position near 
Dasht Sakhawa, some 25 km from 
Kabul. That would be his only 
chance to destabilise Masood. 



F.P. Report 

The Tadzhik commander of 
Afghanistan's Islamic resistance, 
Ahmed Shah Masood, predicted 
in an interview broadcast on Tues- 
day that his mujahideen fighters 
would soon triumphantlv enter 
Kabul. 

"The situation is fast changing in 
favour of the mujahideen, and we 
are getting ready for the decisive 
move," he said in an interview car- 
ried by MIDIA. 

"Kabul city will welcome the 
victorious mujahideen." 

The comments by Masood, who 
is affiliated to the powerful Jamiat- 
e-Islami resistance group, appea- 
red to rule out the possibility of a 
rapid change of administration in 
the Afghan capital under a peace 
plan pursued by the United 
Nations. 



UN efforts have been intensified 
recently in the hope of putting in 
place before the end of this month 
a neutral transitional council, 
replacing the government of 
Soviet-installed President Najibul- 
lah. 

" Jamiat-i-Islami's recent victo- 
ries in the north and the west have 
brought the regime on the verge of 
collapse," Masood said. 

According to Masood, Najibul- 
lah was trying "to fan the flames of 
division among mujahideen. He 
contacts various parties promising 
to surrender to them. Whereas his 
real aim is to intensify internal dif- 
ference among mujahideen." 

The interview was made in Afg- 
hanistan before the fall of the 
towns of Charikar and Jabul-us- 
Seraj , north of Kabul, to the muja- 
hideen. 
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Mujahideen advance on north halted 



KABIL (AFP) - Mujahedeen 
and rebel government troops have 
hailed their advance on the north- 
ern approaches to Kabul, a 
spokesman for a rebel government 
militia commander said here 
Thursday. 

There is no threat from the north, 
the advance from the north has 
stopped. We cannot afford looting 
and chaos in Kabul for the UN 
peace process to succeeed,' Colonel 
Omar Khan Agha said. 

Agha is a key aide to rebel gov- 
ernment militia general Abdul 
Rashid Dostam, who broke away 
from the government of President 
Najibullah in Kabul last march and 
formed a coalition with Mu- 
jahideen unit's in the northern city 



of \1a/ar-i-Sharif. 

Meanwhile, sources close to sev- 
eral top generals here who are 
sympathetic to the northern break - 
way group of which Dostam is a 
key member and which includes 
several other former government 
cenerals. said the generals were in 
virtual control of Kabul. 

Dostam's troops, along with 
those commanded by Jamiat-i-ls- 
lami Mujahideen leader Ahmad 
Shah Masood, have taken two key 
towns north of the capital and large 
parts of the strategic Bagram air- 
force base some 50 kilometers 
north of Kabul. 

Agha clarified Thursday that 
'most parts' of the airbase were in 
rebel hands, and said J ami at troops 



were surrounding it. 

He did not say how far the joint 
force liad come tlown the northern 
approaches lo ihe capital, but some 
reports reaching here Wednesday 
put the advance troops at Mir 
Bachakot. about 30 kilometers 
north of the cit \ . 

Dostam's role in the fast-untbld- 
ing events around Kabul intensified 
Wednesdas when he brought hun- 
dreds of his troops by air from 
Mazar-i-Sharif for the defence of 
the southern approaches to the 
capital, where troops under the 
command of rival mujahedeen 
hardline leader Gulbuddin Hikmat- 
yar are reportedly pressing towards 
the capital. 

'1 do not think Gulbuddin will be 



able to get into the city.' Agha told 
foreign journalists here, but the 
troops are here to ensure the south- 
ern perimeter.' 

Agha was speaking shortly after 
UN special negotiator Benon Se- 
van Hew into the Afghan capital 
for top level consultations which 
diplomatic sources have said are 
designed to try to prevent chaos in 
Kabul. 

Sevan, who had hoped to install 
an interim neutral committee of 15 
men to replace the Najibullah 
regime by the end of the month, 
was more concerned with prevent- 
ing confrontation than 'a perfect' 
implementation, observers here 
said. 
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' 'Nobody wants to fight' 

Muj ahideen at 
ates of Kabul 




PESHAWAR, April 15: 
Engineer Gulbadin Hek- 
matyar claimed on Wednes- 
day his guerillas were "clos- 
ing in on Kabul," while in 
Tehran a mujahideen 
spokesman said Shiite 
Afghails had advanced to 
"the gates of Kabul." 

Engineer Hekmatyar, leader 
of Hizb-i-Islami, said the 
mujahideen had also captured 
the headquarters of the 5th 
division and 7th brigade. 

In a call broadcast over radio to 
Afghanistan, Engineer Hekmatyar 



From Ahmad Hasan 

said: "We have already requested 
the Defence Ministry in Kabul to 
order the surrender of their forces 
or the Mujahideen will enter 
Kabul." He promised amnesty to 
Kabul's defenders and security to 
the city's two million people, — 
Reuter and AFP add: 

In Tehran, Abdol Haq Shafaq 
told a Press conference, "The west- 
ern suburbs of Kabul are already in 
the hands of the Mujahideen", 

He said there had been "perfect 
coordination" between Shiite and 
Sunni rebels battling the Afghan 
government in recent operations 
that captured the city of Mazar-i- 
Sherif and an air base at Bagram. 

Hekmatyar's Hezb-i-Islami 
forces said they controlled the gov- 



ernment's Bagram air base 50 km 
north of Kabul. This was disputed 
by a rival group. 

Jamiat-i-Islami said the air base, 
and nearby provincial capital of 
Charikar that fell on Tuesday, were 
under the control of forces loyal to 
Jamiat commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood. 

"The plan is to takje Kabul city 
gradually. They want to capture 
first the weak places, then the 
strong places," a Jamiat source 
said in Peshawar. 

In Kabul, ruling party sources 
and travellers reaching the city 
from the Bagram area, said they 
believed the air base was in the 

see next page 
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Masood 5 rival 
groups exchange 
shelling 

By Our Monitoring Desk 

Forces of the Islamic Jehad al- 
liance led bv one of the main guerilla 
Commanders Ahmed Shah Masood 
have been sent to protect the south- 
ern approaches to the capital Kabul 
where shelling was reported bet- 
ween his forces and rival Mujahi- 
deen groups. 

BBC correspondent in Kabul re- 
ported that he was stopped 15 miles 
south of Kabul by Mujaltideen loyal 
to Ahmed Shah Masood. A pile of 
machin-guns were lying in a corner 
of a camp, once occupied by the Af- 
ghan army which has been given to 
the Mujahideen by an Afghan army 
general. 

Many Afghan soldiers were helping 
the Mujahideen. Sound of artillery 
fire was also heard. 

BBC Correspondent was told that 
it were Mujahideen loyal to Gulba- 
din Hikmatyar, Masood's arch rival 
who had occupied the mountains 
near Kabul and were shelling 
Masood's position. Later BBC said 
that shelling was reported between 
commander Masood's forces and 
rival Mujahideen groups but life in 
the city was said to be normal with 
markets and government offices 
open. 
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Mujahideen at 
Agates of KabuF 



Continued from page 1 

lands of Masood's forces and gov- 
irnment defectors, and there had 
3een fighting with Hezb guerillas. 

A smaller group of government 
egulars went over to the Hezb-i- 
[slami guerilla group that earlier 
claimed to have taken control of 
the Bagram base north of Kabul. 

Fighting erupted between Hezb 
fighters and Masood's men after 
the base fell on Tuesday night but 
appeared to have subsided, govern- 
ment sources said in the capital. 

The capture of Bagram, one of 
the largest air bases in Afghanis- 
tan, is an important victory for 
guerillas fighting the Kabul gov- 
ernment 50 km (30 miles) away. 

Mujahideen news services based 
in neighbouring Pakistan said 
guerillas had taken a number of 
government posts between Bagram 
and Kabul, capturing more than 30 
tanks and other arms. 

Many government commanders 
defending Kabul might now be 
tempted to cut their own deals with 
the rebels, diplomats said. 

"That can either lead to genuine 
reconciliation in, advance of the 
U.N. peace process or it can plunge 
the country down into a spiral of 
chaos," one European diplomat 
said. 

Kabul appeared to be still firmly 
under the control of President 
NajibuUah and his government 
forces on Wednesday. 

The Russian Embassy, which vir- 
tually ran Afghanistan for nine 
years until 1989, has begun 
evacuating non-essential staff. 

At least six big transport planes 
have been seen taking off from 
Kabul airport in the last two days 
carrying people and equipment. 

Journalists returning from Gar- 
dez, the southern gateway to 
Kabul, said fighting was heard in 
that city, adding that heavy artil- 
lery was being used. 

Military sources also said the 
rebels, headed by Commander 
Ahmed Shah Masood, and troops of 
former government militia leader 
Abdul Rashid Dostum had 
mounted pressure on Bagram. 

They said the coalition had faced 
no resistance in entering Charikar 
and Jabal-us Saraj, 50 kilometres 



north of Kabul, through the Salang 
Highway, Kabul's lifeline to the 
former Soviet Union. 

There had been no fighting, they 
added, quoting a secretary of Presi- 
dent Najibullah's Watan Party in 
Charikar, capital of Parvan pro- 
vince, as saying: "All is O.K. We are 
living in peace. It seems no one 
wants to fight". This confirms rebel 
claims that many government 
troops had defected. 

There was no government com- 
ment on the situation in Parvan, 
immediately north of Kabul. "I 
have news of Parvan," a spokesman 
said simply. 

However, the sources said there 
was dissent in the top ranks of the 
military in Kabul, with Defence 
Minister Aslam Watanyar authoris- 
ing the use of Soviet-made Scuds to 
his coalition forces while other 
Generals opposed it. 

The government fired the Scuds 
when it learned that coalition 
troops were approaching Parvan. 

The missiles caused "heavy 
casualties" among the rebel troops, 
some of whom were with the gov- 
ernment less than a month ago, the 
sources added. 

With events rapidly escalating, 
sources said, the government of 
President Najibullah may want a 
U.N.-installed interim government 
in place within 24 hours. 

President Najibullah had on 
Monday urged the Afghan armed 
forces to protect the U.N.-spon- 
sored transitional council. In a 
speech at the Defence Ministry, he 
had called on military commanders 
to support the United Nations' 
efforts to end the civil war and to 
help a proposed 15-member council 
restore peace. 

"Soon, this council will come to 
Kabul and assume the powers of 
the government," he said in a 
speech broadcast on state-run 
radio and television. 

"In this situation, the military's 
main duty will be to cooperate with 
the transitional council, help 
remove problems that would harm 
the U.N. peace plan, work for 
reconciliation and refrain from 
adventurous activities," he said. 



a Jihad Council consists 
of non-Pashtuns 

Kabul airport 

in hands of 
Masood new 
Shura 

Q andhar falls, Ja lalabad 
capture denied 



Exclusive 



KABUL- After intense discus- 
sions between the Kabul regime 
and the principal Mujahideen 
commander Ahmad Shah Masood, 
who is camped just outside Kabul, 
there are now strong chances of a 
Mujahideen government being 
formed but the process may still 
take several days or even weeks. 

At a Press conference after he 
had visited Masood for the second 
time in a few days. Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdul Wakil said: "The idea of 
a Mujahideen government has been 
taken on the agenda and it is not far 
from reality and there is strong 
possibility that this will take 
place." 

Wakil said all forces of the Jihad 
should extend their cooperation for 
the restoration of peace and in view 
of the rapid accords in different 
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parts of the country that are taking 
place, the Mujahideen should 
refrain from launching any attacks. 
He said Masood agreed with this. 

He said that support from Pak- 
istan, Iran, the EEC and the US is 
the major factor which would 
guarantee the peace plan. However, 
the UN peace plan of a neutral 
government is still under dis- 
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Mr Ahmad Rashid, our Special 
Correspondent is in Kabul to 
cover for The Nation 

cussion, he maintained. 

Wakil highly praised Masood but 
said that anybody including 
Hikmatyar, could join the present 
talks and nobody should be ex- 
cluded. 

Forty miles from Kabul,' in a 
huge camp which is surrounded by 
tanks and armoured vehicles Ma- 
sood spoke to journalists Sunday. 

He said that he had set up an Is- 
lamic Jihad council of four mem- 
bers, which so far includes the Is- 
macli leader Mansur Naderi. Gen- 
eral Rashid Dostam, head of the 
Uzbek militia forces, and General 
Momin who commands the 70th 
brigade in northern Afghanistan. 
So far this council only includes 
non-Pushtoon northerners. 

Masood also said that he was in 
close contact with Jalaluddin 
Haqqani, the Pushtoon leader in 
eastern Afghanistan who reports 
say has taken Gardez after a deal [ 
with the local military commander. 
It is clear that Masood has emerged 
as the main arbitrator of power for 
the immediate future and he is now 
trying to extend his links to local 
Pushtoon commanders in^eastem . 

see next page ? 
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Kabul airport in 
hands of Masood 



Continued from page 1 
Afghanistan. This would not oblige 
him to seek a consensus with 
Hikmatyar if he manages to get 
some for the major Pushtoon 
commanders on his side and the 
council. 

The problem for Masood is that 
although he controls almost the 
entire north, the west and central 
Afghanistan, his links with the 
Pushtoons remain very weak. 

It the last few days city after city 
has fallen to loose coalitions of 
Mujahideen commanders, militia 
leaders, tribal eiders and Khad of- 
ficials. Nobody has been victimised 
and everybody has been taken on 
board giving the local population at 
least some representative in the 
local shuras. The formula that 
applied in the takeover of Mazar is 
now being duplicated right across 
the country and the Jamiat-i-Islami 
is the clear winner. 

This process has always been 
part of Masood's way of doing 
business in the typical Afghan 
fashion and it reflects how tradi- 
tional Afghan methods are being 
applied to bring ceasefire also. 
There has been remarkably little 
fighting as these cities fell and the 
coalitions were formed. 

All this has made the Peshawar 
leaders more and more frustrated 
and the commanders are striking 
deals with little influence from Pe- 
shawar and even Hizb-i-lslami 
commanders are working in these 
loose coalitions which are con- 
trolled by the Jamiat. 

Afghan officials and Mujahideen 
sources criticise Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif for wasting his time 
rushing up and down the country to 
try and get agreement when they 
remain outside the present political 
process. Pakistan has within a 
matter of days lost the political 
initiative or any hope of trying to 
determine the future outcome of 
the next government in Kabul. 
Nawaz Sharif played a double 
game for the past three months, 
pretending to support the UN peace 
plan. The Government has failed to 
project its point of view inside 
Afghanistan. While Pakistan was 
still adamant on trying to impose 
the Peshawar leaders as the only 
leadership for Afghanistan, events 
have proved what most experts 
have predicted for years that real 
power hands of the commanders 
with whom the Afghan military are 



problems in trying to create a 
similar loose broad-based coalition 
in Kabul itself 

The type of local alliances cannot 
simply be reproduced in Kabul 
because the situation here is much 
more complex and much faction- 
alised both within the party, out- 
side the party and within the Mu- 
jahideen groups that surround 
Kabul. 

Benon Sevan, the UN Special 
Representative, is still in the hope 
that once these informal talks be- 
tween the Mujahideen and the 
regime arrive at a conclusion that 
the UN will still be needed to im- 
plement it and gather international 
support for it. However, the UN 
has been tied down because of 
president Najibullah in a UN 
building in Kabul. Also it is now 
impossible to conceive that a neu- 
tral government, as the UN wished, 
could come into place. The new 
government will be formed by the 
real forces on the ground. 

There is also an intense power 
struggle going on inside Kabul be- 
tween various moderate and hard- 
line factions within the Watan 
Party and within the army. 

Kabul's strongman General Mo- 
hammad Nabi Azimi is still ensur- 
ing that the Kabul garrison forces 
remain intact but he has admitted 
that the army • in other areas has 
joined the Mujahideen coalition. 
As a Tajik he feels closer to Ma- 
sood than to the Pushtoon Mu- 
jahideen and in more likely to cut a 
deal with him. 

The present head of the party, 

Fareed Mazdac, is a also a Tajik 
who is in close contact with Ma- 
sood. 

Kabul remains a city that is 
peaceful but incredibly tense as 
people wait to see what happens 
next. There are few people in the 
streets, traffic is slow. Most shops 
are closed and the Afghani which 
went to 800 to the dollar after 
Pakistani wheat started arriving in 
the city has now started going 
down again with the wheat ship- 
ments temporarily stopped. The 
Afghani is now selling at 950 but 
has still not reached the figure of 
1600 to the dollar where it was two 
weeks ago. 

It is the final irony of this war 
that Kabul Airport at present is 
quite calm because it is under the 
control of the new Shura of Ma- 
sood. Unarmed Uzbek militiamen 



much more willing to do. However patrol the temiinal building with 
both the military and the soldiers, troops, policemen, 

Mujahideen still have major kHAD agents and Pushtoon mili- 
tiamen. 



The Kabul war machine has 
come to a halt. At the airport, more 
100 helicopters and at least 200 
other types of transport aircraft are 
parked quietly. 

these planes have been gathered 
from other air bases in the country 
and they have nowhere to go and 
nobody to fight. The war in 
Afghanistan has temporarily come 
to an end. What has to be agreed is 
to what extent, the Shura under 
Masood is able to accommodate 
the Pushtoons to enable a mean- 
ingful broad-based Government to 
be formed. The other key issue is 
the fate of Najibullah which will 
also decide the future political 
process. 

Southern Afghan 
province Qandahar fell to Mu- 
jahideen and a 21 -member Shoora 
took over the charge from the 
government forces, Mujahideen 
sources saitl here on Monday. 

A joint communique released to 
the Press says the Governor of 
Qandahar Sardar Mohammad 
Akram Noorzai surrendered power 
peacefully, following a week-long 
talks with various Mujahideen 
groups. 

The council includes 3 nominees 
of the Governor and 18 from all the 
Mujahideen groups. The com- 
munique further says the names of 
the members of the council were 
being kept secret for security rea- 
sons. 

Meanwhile, Commander Malik 
Yar Mohamm^ad Barakzai from 
Qandahar who circulated the 
communique told newsmen here 
that with formation of the council, 
differences within various Mu- 
jahideen factions also ended and a 
ceasefire was announced. 

The interim council formed in 
Qandahar has been named as Is- 
lami Milli Shoora and would con- 
tinue to function until a permanent 
decision about the future govern- 
ment in Kabul was taken. 

Life has also attained normalcy 
in Qandahar province which re- 
mained tense until the formation of 
the council, Mujahideen sources 

said. A r- i_ 

Afghan gov- 
ernment troops are in control of the 
strategic eastern city of Jalalabad, 
the Governor of Kabul said, dis- 
missing reports it had fallen to 
Mujahideen. 

"The reports are not correct. Our 
forces under General Asfad Ludin 
are controlling all posts in the city," 
Governor "of Kabul Kariiji Bahar 

said by telephone. 
Bahar also said the politburo of 

the ruling Watan (Homeland) Party 

had ordered the release of hundreds 

of political prisoners, including 

Mujahideen, from the notorious 

Pul-i-Charki prison to the east of 

Kabul. 

"After 10 days all people will be 
released," Bahar said. 
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Masood expects 
Kabul control on 
a silver platter 



KABUL (AFP) - Mujahideen com- 
mander Ahmed Shah Masood first 
drew world attention 12 years ago 
when he gained control of a single 
Afghan valley at the start of the So- 
viet occupation of Afghanistan. 

Now, the "Lion of Panjshir" — a 
fertile valley northeast of Kabul — 
expects the capital to be handed to 
him on a silver platter. 

"The balance of power has 
changed," the commander of the 
Jamiat-i-Islami faction told reporters 
the weekend after the ouster of So- 
viet-installed President Najibullah. 

The Jamiat has named Masood and 
Mohammed Ayub, head of its Mili- 
tary Committee, as its representatives 
on a council which Mujahideen fac- 
tions are trying to negotiate to rule 
Afghanistan. The faction, whose 
forces dominate northern Afghani- 
stan, is demanding leadership of the 
council. 

"Kabul will welcome the victori- 
ous mujahedeen," the 39-year-old 
son of a General — better versed in 
military strategy than politics — has 
said repeatedly over the past few 
months, while world attention was 
focussed elsewhere. 

Masood, with his piercing gaze 
and soft, assured voice, has bided his 
time. 

He first joined militant Islamic 
movements in the late 60s when King 
Zaher Shah ruled Afghanistan. Then 
he fought alongside Gulbadin 
Hikmatyar, today his principal rival 
at the head of the radical Hezb-i- 
Islami faction. 

When the Red Army withdrew in 
1 989 and the impatient United States 
dreamed of a military victory by 
Hikmatyar, he did not stir. 

All along, Masood turned a deaf 
ear to the Soviet Union and its puppet 
government in Kabul, which offered 
him the post of Minister of Defence 
while at the same time paying mili- 
tias to try to crush him. 

If Masood does enter Kabul vic- 
toriously after 20 years of anti-Com- 
munist struggle, it will be thanks to 



those very militias he was accusing 
only a few months ago of doing Ka- 
bul's "dirty work." 

The French and British maintained 
contact with Masood during the So- 
viet occupation of Afghanistan. The 
United States ignored him before its 
special envoy to the Mujahideen Peter 
Tomsen let it be known last year that 
"finally, this fundamentalist was in 
fact a moderate". But at that time 
Washington had begun to disengage 
from the Afghan conflict. 

Masood is pragmatic. He con- 
cluded timely accords with the Rus- 
sians, both during and after their 
occupation of Afghanistan, while 
welcoming Western, Arab, Iranian 
and Chinese visitors to his northern 
stronghold. 

Military victories have won the 
commander his prestige. During the 
- 13-year civil war that has left more 
than one million people dead and 
created five million refugees, he has 
remained within Afghanistan. 

He made his only trip abroad in 
October 1990 when he went to Paki- 
stan to shake up the political leader- 
ship of the squabbling Afghan resist- 
ance based there. 

Masood insists he was never ma- 
nipulated by Pakistani or Iranian se- 
curity services, active in the region. 

"Our plans were made and im- 
plemented independently" and "we 
never accepted irrational ideas that 
ran counter to Islam or Afghanistan," 
he has said. 

The ethnic Tadzhik commander 
created his own uniformed army at 
an early stage of the conflict and has 
always emphasised the "nationalist" 
character of his struggle. 

But despite the extent of his terri- 
tory and the firm and competent hand 
with which he has administered it in 
recent, years, Masood has never 
dreamed of creating a "Masoodistan" 
as certain publications have claimed. 

He has himself declared he wants 
to introduce Sharia (Islamic law) but 
the pragmatism he has shown in the 
past was likely to lead him. 



Commander Masood 
seeks Hekmatyar's help 
to conquer Kabul 



From RahimuUah YUsufzal 

PESHAWAR: Jamiat-i-Islami com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masood has 
sent a wireless message to Pfeshawar 
con^)lairang that Hezb-i-Islami (Hek- 
matyar) forces were trying to Wock 
his men from advancing towards 
Kabul city via Dosarak Ba^ north of 
the capital. 

He has asked his party leader Prof 
Rafabani to talk Mr Hekmatyar so 
that Miyahideen from both groups 
could jointly march on into Afghan 
capital. He also urged the Pakistan 
government, MiyaWdeen leaders and 
Afghan refugees to put pressure on 
Mr Hekmatyar not to create hurdles 

Parwan Capital 
falls to 
Mujahideen 

From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR — The Afghan 
Mujahideen have reportedly cap- 
tured Charikar, Capital of Parwan 
Province in Northern Afghanistan 
on midnight Monday. The Mujahi- 
deen also claimed capturing of Bag- 
ram Air base. 

The Peshawar-based MIDIA and 
ANA in their separate reports on 
Tuesday informed that Charikar, 75 
kilometres to North of Kabul, was 
liberated at the wake of Mujahideen 
operations in Parwan Province after 
initial victories in Southern Salang 
Highway under the supervision of 
supervisory council. 

The reports further stated that 
Bagram Air Base and Division No. 
40 was under siege of the Mujahi- 
deen. However, the Afghan News 
Agency confirmed its fall to Mujahi- 
deen and added that control of the 
liberated areas was under Mujahi- 
deen of Hizbe Islami Hekmatvar. 
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at a time when a Miyahideen victory 
was in sight. 

Masood's brother Ahmad Zia, 
based in Peshawar, told The News the 
Jamiat Mi^ahideen would be unable 
to take their tanks, artillery and other 
heavy weapons towards Kabul unless 
the Hezb-i-Islami forces allowed 
them a passage through the road be- 
tween Chaiikar and Bagram air base. 

He feared dashes could erupt be- 
tween the two parties if Hezb-i-Islami 
continued to block the road. Ahmad 
Zia claimed Commander Masood was 
in touch with almost all Kabul regime 
generals and was keeping a watch on 

the happenings in Kabul. 

Masood's message came at a time 
when Hezb-i-Islami (Hekmatyar) 
source accused him of collaborating 
with the Iranian government to instal 
a government of his choice in Kabul. 

The Hezb-run Afghan News 
Agency claimed Masood had joined a 
conspiracy plotted by Iran either to 
instal a pro-Babrak Karmal regime in 
Kabul or dismember Afghanistan on 
ethnic and linguistic ba;^. It claimed 
that the conspiracy was hatched in a 
recent meeting in Mazar-i-Sharif be- 
tween Kabul's Deputy Defence Minis- 
ter Gen Azimi and an Iranian diplo- 
mat Mr Najafi. Neither Jamiat nor 
Hezb-i-Islami reacted to the charges 
levelled by them against each othec 

Meanwhile, Miyahideen leaders 
who were flown to Islamabad in a 
special plane sent by Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif on Wednesday returned 
to Peshawar on Thursday after ex- 
haustive consultations with Pakistan 
government of&cials and UN special 
envoy Benon Sevan who later flew to 
Kabul. 

At least eight Miyahideen parties 
were said be finalising their nominees 
. to the proposed interim council that 
is supposed to take power in Kabul 
under a UN-sponsored plan. Each 
party will nominating two people. The 
Mujahideen wanted their nominees 
rather UN appointees on the council. 
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Masood hopeful of 
interim Mujahideen council 



ISLAMABAD: Commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood of the Jamiat-i-Islami 
hopes that an interim Mujahideen 
council will be formed soon. He has 
sent messages to President Ghulam 
Ishaq Khan, Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif and to several Mujahideen 
leaders in Peshawar, a Fbreign Office 
spokesman told newsmen on Mon- 
day. 

In his message Commander Ma- 
sood has conveyed his hope that an 
interim Miyahideen council will soon 
be formed so that power can be 
transferred to it at the earUest in a 
smooth and peaceful manner. Ac- 
cording to the spokesman, Ahmad 
Shah Masood has offered his fidl co- 
operation to the council once it is 
formed. All executive power will be 
transferred to the Miyahideen coun- 
cil. 

The spokesman emphasised that 
the impression given in some news 
reports that Commander Masood 
wants a separate deal with Kabul is 
baseless, as is evident from his mes- 
sage. 

The spokesman also denied the 
report that there have been ethnic 
clashes in Afghanistan. Any stories 
about such clashes are baseless. 

A great deal of progress has been 
made towards the formation of the 



By Asir Ajmal 



council at the night long meeting 
between the Mujahideen and the 
Prime Minister. 

The spokesman denied that 
there were any walkouts at the 
meeting. "Everyone attended till the 
very end." There was a broad con- 
sensus in principle on the formation 
of the council and some groups still 
have to hand in the names of their 
representatives, the spokesman re- 
iterated. 

Asked if the supply of food to 
Mujahideen groups was selective, 
the spokesman said the government 
of Pakistan "has no favourites." Yet 
he refused to give out the names of 
the Miyahideen groups who would 
be receiving the food aid. 

The spokesman also denied the 
report that Mr Hekmatyar has re- 
jected the offer to participate in the 
council. 

The expectation is that the 
Hezb-i-Islami of Mr Hekmatyar will 
form a part of the Miyahideen coun- 
cil, said the spokesman. 



Asked if the United Nations still 
has a role to play, the spokesman 
said that the council will be formed 
as a result of the efforts by the 
world body so its role should not be 
underestimated. Mr Benon Sevan is 
stiU in Kabul negotiating with the 
authorities there. 

Talking about the situation in 
Afghanistan the spokesman said 
that mayor cities have fallen to the 
Miyahideen but the situation in and 
around Kabul is still the same. 

Asked about the fate of Najib 
and his friends, the spokesman said 
that cessation of hostilities and gen- 
eral amnesty have already been 
agreed upon. Najib, he said, is al- 
ready in the UN premises and ar- 
rangements are being made to fly 
him out of Afghanistan. The 
amnesty will be applicable to all, 
the spokesman clarified. 

The council once formed will 
have all executive power but it will 
have to follow the conditions of 
general amnesty and cessation of 
hostilities, he reiterated. 



Masood, Hekmatyar striving 
to be leading actors 



Ahmed Shah Masood and Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar, the two princi- 
pal leaders of mujahideen,; agree 
on one thing: they both want to 
install an Islamic government in 
Kabul. 

Their other shared feature is a 
mutual loathing for each other, 
manifested ever since the Soviet 
occupation of Afghanistan in 1979 
in their struggle to gain ascendency 
over the resistance movement. 

With president NajibuUah depo- 
sed and his regime on the brink of 
collapse, both Masood, affiliated 
to the resistance's Jamiat-i-Islami 
faction, and Hekmatyar, who 
jleads the Hezb-i-Islami, are stri- 
jving to present themselves as the 
peading actor in the Afghanistan of 
omorrow. 

Both in their 40s, and both pos- 
sessed with uncommon political 
acumen, these two have domina- 
ted the resistance for the last few 
y^ears. 

Their supporters, now concen- 



trated around the Afghan capital, 
have clashed several times over 
who should control one or another 
region in Afghanistan. On one 
occasion, Masood showed no hesi- 
tation in hanging some Hezb com- 
manders alleged to have massa- 
cred some of his closest lieutenants 
in 1989. 

Hekmatyar, a member of the 
Pashtoon, Afghanistan's majority 
ethnic group is normally based in 
Pakistan. His strongest areas are 
the Pashtoon-populated regions of 
south and east Afghanistan. 

Masood, a member of the Tajik 
minority, claims as his territory the 
north and the west of the country. 
He is also more popular in the 
cities, particularly Kabul. 

He has remained continually in 
Afghanistan since the Soviet inva- 
sion with the exception of a brief 
visit to Pakistan in 1990 after the 
withdrawal of the Red Army. 

Known as the "Lion of Pan j shir" 
since the start of the 1980s after he 
drove Soviet troops from the val- 
ley of his birth, he has his own 
army and with the "council of the 



north" controls a vast amount of 
territory across the country's nort- 
hern provinces. 

Najibullah secretiy proposed on 
several occasions that Masood 
become his defence minister, but 
the Tajik commander turned all 
the offers down. 

Hekmatyar has already attem- 
pted to take power once — in 
March 1990, when he attempted to 
mount a coup with former defence 
minister Shah Nawaz Tanai. But 
after the coup attempt led by 
General Tanai failed, he was sub- 
jected to much criticism from 
within the resistance for allying 
himself with the "worst of the com- 
munists". 

Hekmatyar's enemies also claim 
that he has permanently been "the 
divider of the resistance". 

With Masood appearing to be in 
the stronger position of the two 
with his army contacts multiplying 
amid the possibility of a peaceful 
transfer of power, the Jamiat fear 
Hekmatyar could attempt to steal 
its victory by launching a blood- 
bath in Kabul. 



Afghans to 
decide Najib's 
fate: Masood 

PARIS, April. 22: Mujahideen 
leader Ahmad Shah Masood said in 
an interview published on Wednes- 
day tiiat Afghans would decide the 
fate of ousted President Najibul- 
lah. 

"It is up to the Afghan people to 
decide whether to put him on trial 
or not for the crimes he commit- 
ted," Masood told the French daily 
Liberation. " As for me, I can forgive 
him." 

Najibullah, hated by the Mujahi- 
deen, has taken shelter at United 
Nations offices in Kabul after an 
unsuccessful attempt to flee 
abroad last week. 

UN special Envoy Benon Sevan 

failed to secure safe passage out of 
the country for Najibullah. 

Masood also said he could forgive 
his arch-rival, hard-line Mujahi- 
deen leader Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar, provided he did not take 
further initiatives. 

Masood's forces are massed 
north of Kabul. Guerillas loyal to 
him have taken positions to the 
south. alongside government 
troops, to stop Hekmatyar's troops. 

Masood also said he rejected a 
United Nations proposal to set up a 
15-member independent council 
that would choose an interim gov- 
ernment. 

"The time has come for the 
Mujahideen to have their own gov- 
ernment—We first want an interim 
Mujahideen government, then 
elections under UN supervision," 
he said. 

The government in Kabul, 
weakened by defections from its 
army to both sides and surrounded 
by Mujahideen, said on Tuesday it 
was ready to hand over power to a 
Mujahideen government if the 
rival factions could reach a power- 
sharing agreement. — Reuter 
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Masood in Kabul 

By Our Monitoring Desk 

The powerful guerrilla comman- 
der in Afghanistan Ahmed Shah 
Masood has entered Kabul, reports 
BBC. 

He arrived by night at the head 
of a column of 100 tanks and 
thousands of men. 
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with Masood 



,^1^ Sevan striving to secure deal on interim govt 



From Rahimullah Yusufzai 



PESHAWAR: The intentions and preferences of the 
newly-installed military council in Kabul were becoming 
clearer following reports that Foreign Minister Abdul 
Wakil had flown to Parwan province north of the capital 
to hold crucial talks with Jamiat-i-Islami commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood. 

These reports were confirmed in a BBC Persian Ser- 
vice interview by a Kabul journalist Zahir Tahin, who is 
also a Watan Party leader, on Friday night. He remarked 
that Wakil was going to meet "the famous, popular and 
brave Miyahideen commander Masood." His choice of 
words also explained that those in power in Kabul had a 
soft comer for Masood, with whom they had allegedly 
concluded a secret deal. 

The strong criticism of Dr Nayibullah by Abdul Wakil, 
the sudden disappearance of Njyib loyalists like Aslam 



Ahmad Sarwar to quit his ambassadorial position in New 
Delhi and go into hiding, and the air-lifting of Persian- 
speaking soldiers, militiamen and Miyahideen from north- 
em Afghanistan into Kabul all explain that president Dr 
Nsgibullah was deposed in a coup d'etat that was care- 
fully planned and smartly executeid. 

Infact, the events in Kabul is the cuhnination of the 
happenings that started in Mazar-i-Sharif and gained mo- 
mentum with the "fall" of Charikar, Jebel-us-Siraj and 
Bagram airbase. Tlie lack of fighting in any of these 
places showed that the soldiers and militias defending 
them simply joined hands with their Miyahideen oppo- 
nents, primarily on the basis of their ethnic and linguistic 
affinity. It was obvious that the authors of this scheme 
would subsequently try to implement the same strategy in 
Kabul and elsewhere in the country, especially in places 
dominated by the non-Pashtoons. 

The importance attained by Farid Mazdak in the 
changed situation was also intriguing. Reports by foreign 



Wataiyar, Sulaiman Laiq, Baz Mohammad Paktin, Ishaq „ o— o- — r 

Tokhi, etc (aJl Pustoo speakers), the reported 'suicide' of journalists from Kabul said the'young, Persian-speaidng 
KHAD chief Gen Ghulam Fbrooq Yaqubi and his deputy 

Gen Abdul Baqi, the decision by Nsyib's brother-in-law , Continued on Page 
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Watan Party leader may be elevated 
as head of the ruling party in place of 
Dr Najibullah. In his mid-30s, Fkrid 
Mazdaik has served in important ca- 
pacities and had publicly criticised 
Babrak Karmal during his iron-fisted 
rule. 

Joumalists-cum-Watan party ac- 
tivist Zahir Tanin has earlier praised 
F^d Mazdak, Syed Nsymuddin 
Kawyani and Abdul Wakil, all ruling 
party leaders, for their role in effect- 
ing the latest changes in Kabul. Inci- 
dentally, ail of them are Persian- 
speakers. 

Reports from Kabul said the city 
of more than 1.5 million people re- 
mained calm on Friday as they won- 
dered whether Dr Njyibullah's ouster 
would bring peace or trigger more 
bloodshed. Some reports earlier 
spoke of sound of gunfire in parts of 
Kabul though that is now part of life 
in the embattled city 

The only hope war-weary Afghans 
still nurture is due to the continued 
presence of UN Secretary General's 
special envoy Benon Sevan in Kabul. 
He had flown to Kabul a day before 
Dr N^ib's ouster and has now to start 
all over again trying to win the agree- 
ment of Kabul's new rulers for the 
transfer of power to an interim gov- 
ernment. It is felt the four-member 
ruling military council comprising 
Gen Nabi Azimi, Gen Asif Delawar, 
Gen Momen and Gen Baba Jan and 
its sponsors would put up their own 
conditions before agreeing to the 
composition of the transitional coun- 
cil. 

Benon Sevan's retum was keenly 
awaited in Islamabad where govern- 



ment officials found themselves help- 
less as Pakistan suddenly discovered 
that it was no longer a key player in 
context of Afghardstan. By compari- 
son, Iran appeared to be forcing the 
pace of events in Afghanistan while 
Radio Tehran was carrying news of 
the happenings in Kabul ahead of all 
other broadcasting stations. The in- 
ability of the fractious Mtyahideen 
leadership to reach a flexible agree- 
ment on the interim council was in 
fact costing Pakistan a lot in terms of 
its future role in Afghanistan. 

Miyahideen leaders were expected 
to start their parley after a two-day 
break here on Saturday They are 
under pressure both from Pakistan 
government and Afghan refugees to 
put their act together before it is too 
late. 

A significant number of Mu- 
jahideen were on Friday reported to 
have crossed the Pak-Afghan border 
at Torkham and Chaman to try and 
reach Jalalabad and Kandahar, re- 
spectively, following reports that talks 
with their defenders for a possible 
switching of sides could start soon. 
Commander Jalaluddin Haqqani has 
also rushed to Gardez, capital of Pak- 
tia province, to see whether the gov- 
ernment forces were willing to reach 
a compromise with him in the same 
manner in which the defenders and 
attackers in Mazar-i-Sharif joined 
hands with each other. 

It was reliably leamt that the four 
civilian members of the ruling coun- 
cil in Kabul were Fkid Mazdak, Abdul 
Wakil, Nsgmuddin Kawyani and Mah- 
mud Baryali, who is a half-brother of 
Babrak Karmal. 

Md Mazdak also gave a state- 
ment saying that the last hurdle to- 



wards peace and national reconcilia- 
tion was removed with the ouster of 
Nsgib. He however didn't explain as to 
why Njyib was deposed when he had 
voluntarily offered to resign'. 

Meanwhile, certain reports from 
Kabul said defence minister Aslam 
Wataiyar and interior minister Baz 
Mohammad Pakteen, both N^jib loy- 
alists, had been arrested. There were 
also reports that national security 
minister Gen Yaqubi, also KHAD 
head, was shot dead by Gen Momen 
and his men at the Khwaja Rawash 
airport in Kabul on Thursday It is 
said Yaqubi was shot from behind 
when he tried to phone Dr Najib from 
the airport to inform him of the con- 
spiracy that had been hatched to oust 
him. A large number of combatants, 
stated to be about 200, were reported 
to have been killed in the subsequent 
fighting in the airport. Wakil claimed 
in his press conference on Wednes- 
day that Yaqubi had committed sui- 
cide. Yaqubi's deputy Gen Abdul Baqi 
was also stated to have been killed by 
Momen's men. 

The claims by Wakil that Dr Njgib 
had tried to fly out of the country 
were also being disputed by both Mu- 
jahideen and independent sources. It 
is said that he never attempted to run 
away as he had himself differed to 
step down and leave the country 

Meanwhile, there were fears that 
pro-N^yib elements in Parcham fac- 
tion of Watan party and the Khalqis 
would not recognise or back the new 
military council. New alliances and 
alignments are expected to take place 
between unlikely partners in the 
changed circumstances. These align- 
ments would apparently be based on 
ethnic and linguistic affinities. 



Ahmad Shah ji 
Masood: 
a profile 

HAMBURG, April 28: Not much 
is known about the new strongman 
in Kabul, 39-year-old Ahmed Shah 
Masood. Former fellow students of 
his at Kabul's Polytechnic Institute 
for Engineering do recall that he 
was an excellent billiards player, 
though. 

Playing the angles apparently 
interested him more than his 
studies did, because he left without 
taking a degree to participate in a 
failed rebellion against then 
Afghan President Mohammad 
Daud in 1974. 

A year later, Masood, a Tajik, 
turned up in Pakistan, where he 
joined forces with Burhanuddin 
Rabbani, now the political leader 
of the Jamiat-i-Islami, whose field 
commander Masood was to 
become. At the time Rabbani 
headed an Islamic youth organisa- 
tion in exile. 

The Panjshir Valley, whose 
inhabitants number some 100,000, 
remained his field of operations 
after the communist coup in Kabul 
and the Soviet invasion in 1979. It 
was there that Masood again and 
again succeeded in inflicting pain- 
ful defeat on the Soviets. 

During the first half of the 1980s, 
Masood was given the nickname 
"the Lion of the Panjshir". Even 
one of the Soviets' greatest coun- 
terattacks, the Panjshir offensive 
of 1984, was unable to annihilate 
Masood's force. 

He withdrew with his disciplined 
guerillas to remote areas, 
negotiated a number of ceasefires 
and regrouped. 

The basis for all his military suc- 
cesses was always his ethnic group, 
the Tajiks, long before the collapse 
of the Afghan government, Masood 
had excellent contacts in Soviet 
Tajikistan, where be obtained fuel, 
food and weapons. 

Masood could usually be found in 
the rugged Badakshan region 
straddling the border. He built 
schools, cinemas and community 
centres both on the Afghan side, 
which he increasingly ruled after 
the Soviet puUout, and in the 
Panjshir Valley. 

Despite all opposition — particu- 
larly from Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, 
an ethnic Pashtoon — Masood took 
care to forge a coalition of all 
Afghan minorities, including the 
Shiite Hazara. 

Several Pashtoon field comman- 
ders, among them Abdul Haq and 
Jalaluddin Haqqani, who are feud- 
ing with Hekmatyar, back Masood. 

Masood's stong political and 
military position in the country is 
evidenced by his appointment is 
Afghanistan's new defence minis- 
ter. DPA;- • ' " 0- • -i 



Masood 



y Mariana Baabar 

ISLAMABAD — How lonu will 
amiai-i-lslami commander Ahmed 
ihah Masood before he ciuers 
Cabul lo announce a new inlcrim 
lovernment with or without Gulba- 
iin Hekmaiyar? Worldwide atlcn- 
ion is now focused on the comman- 
ler in the north who has finally given 
m ultimatum to the Mujahideen 
niscd in Peshawar to form a Mujahi- 
!een Council at the eariidst. 

Mas(x>d still insists that there 
hould be no bloodshed inside 
Cabul and transfer of power should 
ake place peaceful. 
Masood on Sunday night sent sev- 
i-al messages to his arch rival Gul- 



guerrilla and politiciaa 



badin Hekmatyar that they should 
both join hands in the Afghan 
Mujahideen Council to lake over 
power in Kabul, the generous offer 
which no other Afghan Mujahideen 
field commander would" probably 
make when Kabul city with no cre- 
dible opposition from within awaits 
to be taken over. 

In a meeting with this correspon- 
dent in 1990 on a rare visit to Pakis- 
tan where he travelled from 
Peshawar down to Rawalpindi, the 
Lion of Panjsher revealed that be- 
sides being a capable and shrewd 
field commander, he has great polit- 
ical acumen. 

Masood speaking in Persian ap- 



peared much older than his age and 
he was so frail antl thin physically 
that he could have easily been taken 
for an ordinary Afghan. Dressed 
simply he spoke softly and there was 
noiliing in his tone or appearance to 
suggest that he had held the Soviets 
and the Kabul backed regime at1)ay 
and succeeded in operating the 
Salang highway, the lifeline of Af- 
chanistan connectinu it with the 
former Soviet Union, as he wished. 

During the 13 years old war he 
was one of the most wanted com- 
mander by the Soviet forces. It is a 
miracle that this "darling of the 
Western media" remained alive to 
see todav the Kabul authority wait- 



ing tor him cmlside Kabul and lht> 
future of Afghanistan rcvolvins 
around his decisions. 

He deserved this. 

Tw't) years ago I asked Masood ii 
there would there be any conflict ii 
a bid for power after Najib was fi- 
nally removed wheasti many group> 
return to Afghanistan. He had re- 
plied to the contrary, 'if peoplt 
think that on the collapse of the re 
gime there will be infighting am 
bloodshed, I do not believe in that. 
I give an example of Talakand whicl 
is now in control of the Mujahideen. 
In this city three main parties an 
helping the people and ruling it. 
Continued on page 



Masood 's agreement with 
Pushtoons reported 
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PESHAWAR — Dr Najibullah 
Lafrai, a leader of the Jamiat-i-Is- 
lami Afghanistan led by Prof Rab- 
bani while briefing the newsmen on 
current Afghan situation, denied the 
impression that their party was sup- 
porting the efforts aimed at division 
of Afghanistan on lingual, ethnic 
and regional basis. 

Dr Najibullah who is also Infor- 
mation Minister in the Peshawar- 
based AIG, told a news conference 
here on Thursday afternoon that 
Jamiat-i-Islami Commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood reached a consensus 
with what he called peace loving of- 
ficials of the Afghan Government 
including some eminent Pukhtoons. 
Similarly, a number of Pukhtoon 
Mujahideen commanders have en- 
dorsed his decision. He said that 
Mujahideen having full control of 
Afghanistan and only a few cities 
were out of their hands. 

Dr Najibullah who was very criti- 
cal of reports by some Peshawar- 
based newsmen, alleged that the 
said people were converting the 
Mujahideen's struggle into ethnic 
and lingual crisis for unknown 
reasons. He said that all of Mujahi- 
deen were united on their joint goal 
of setting up an Islamic government 
in Afghanistan, so they had no need 
to fight against each other. 

Dr Najibullah was unaware about 
the parleys among leading 
Peshawar-based resistance leaders 
but said that he was confident about 
positive results of the said talks. He 
said that Mujahideen leaders had a 
number of proposals about the fu- 
ture Afghan government and reach- 
ing on consensus was not an easy 
task. He, however, was also reluc- 
tant to disclose a time period for 
reaching a consensus. 

Commenting on Press reports re- 
garding differences between Hizbe 
Islami of Hekmatyar and Jamiat-i- 
Islami of Prof Rabbani, Dr Najib 
contradicted the said news of allega- 
tions levelled by members of both 
the parties against each other. He 
said that both Prof. Rabbani and 
Engineer Qutbuddin Hilal of Hizbe 
Islami were agreed on a joint com- 
mission for resolving their differ- 
ences. He also expressed ignorances 



about Afghan acting President 
Abdul Rahim Latif s meeting with 
Gulbaddin Hekmatyar and said that 
he was unaware of such develop- 
ments. He said however, said that 
if the said meeting had taken place, 
it could be considered a positive one 
regarding resolving the issue 
through peaceful ways instead of 
military one. Coalition government 
of Mujahideen with the Watan Party 
was impossible, he remarked. 

When asked that why they were 
not demanding inclusion of Rashid 
Dostam and Fareed Mazdak like 
others in the demanded trial along 
with former President Dr Najibul- 
lah, the Jamiat leader defended the 
Persian speaking leaders of Watan» 
Party saying that they enjoyed the 
general amnesty of Afghan Mujahi- 
deen while Dr Najibullah not only 
missed the said opportunity but also 
tried to escape from the country. He 
said that former general Shah 
Nawaz Tani also enjoyed the said 
general amnesty and now was sup- 
porting a Mujahideen group. He 
said that they had offered the said 
amnesty for every one without any 
discrimination. He held the former 
President responsible for what he 
called crimes against the Afghans 
and said that he should be trialed 
like of Nazi of Germans. 

When diverted his attention to- 
wards future of the United Nations 
plan, Dr Najibullah said that days 
for implementation of the said plan 
were gone but he was confident 
about a positive role of the United 
Nations at present crucial stage. He 
said that United Nations needed to 
take practical steps for resolving the 
issue. 

He also denied the impression 
that Jamiat Mujahideen headed by 
Ahmad Shah Masood entered into 
an alliance with the armed forces 
and militia troops of the ruling 
Watan Party and said that they were 
supporting each other for stoppage 
of bloodshed. He said that the said 
understanding might end once the 
power was transferred to Mujahi- 
deen's interim council for which par- 
leys among the leaders were in prog- 
ress. 



Continued from page 
Also all the Mujahideen and all the 
parties believe that after liberation 
the only solution which will bring a 
strong government in Afghanistan 
will be that of holding elections. 
Elections in itself would be an end 
of a lot of problems. From the view- 
point of Islam there is no problem 
as to why a woman who can be a 
lawyer and an attorney cannot par- 
ticipate in the elections." 

When asked to describe his life as 
a military commander and prospects 
to come back to normal life again, 
he replied, "no doubt if you are used 
to something it is not easy to walk 
away from it whether it is temporary 
or permanent. But our aim and goal 
in Afghanistan is not to go on fight- 
ing forever. Our aim is to bring 
peace and stability." 

Commenting on future relations 
between Afghanistan and the then 
Soviet empire, Masood said that it 
would be good to let Afghanistan 
live in peace and harmony with ;ill 
its neighbours. 

When asked about the fears of the 
West regarding Islamic fundamen- 
talism. Masood replied, "basically I 
am against the idea of fundamen- 
talist Islam. Islam is one and the 
people of Afghanistan want Islamic 
government and role or our Jehad 
is Islam. The nation wants that and 
this is what we want." 

"He disagreed that there had been 
a lot of interference inside Afghanis- 
tan saying that the Afghans are inde- 
pendent and did not like interfer- 
ence, adding that, 13 provinces of 
the supervisory council are under 
our control. As far as interference 
in the rest of Afghanistan is con- 
cerned it better to ask the political 
leaders as they are much more in- 
volved in politics than we are." 

Even as early as 1990 Masood did 
not have much faith in the UN. At 



the time he said, "My view is that 
before anything is done about the 
UN plan for repatriation of refugees 
we must find the original reasons of 
the influx of the refugees." 

Masood acknowledged the fact 
that he in '90 held some POW's who 
were Soviets. Masood ruled out the 
return of King Zahir Shah saying, I 
do not think "King Zahir Shah will 
be of any use to Afghanistan in this 
age as far as the present situation is 
concerned. The interference of Shah 
in these issues will double our prob- 
lems." 

Masood admitted that in the long 
war there were times when supplies 
promised to him failed to reach him 
in the north. During his visit to 
Pakistan Masood had held meetings 
with the Pakistani generals. When 
questioned he was frank enough to 
admit, "during some days of meet- 
ings with responsible Pakistani 
brothers I have come to the conclu- 
sion that unfortunately they do not 
have very precise information of the 
areas of the north under the com- 
mand of the supervisory council. I 
explained to them the situation 
clearly." 

Only time will tell whether 
Ahmed Shah Masood would be sue 
cessful in averting bloodshed insidt 
Kabul. 

But from his past and his presen 
statements one can easily conclude 
that at least as a military commande. 
his top priority appear to avert wat 
when there are reasons for peace. 
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Pakistan to help Afghan peace 
process hopes Masood 



GHARIKAR — Mujahidccn 
Commander Ahmed Shah Masot.Ki 
said (in Wednesday that he hoped 
. that Pakistan would continue to help 
the peace process in Afghanfetan m 
ftiture. 

Spealving to The Niition at his 
headquarter in Charikar, 35 miles 
'• north of Kabul, he said that he had 
#never ^^gio^^ directly to Prime 
-'Minister^feWaz ShSrif and neither 
has the Prime Minister made any at- 
tempt to contact him. although he 
had spoken lo other Pakistani offi- 
cials. He refused to name them but 
most likely they are military officials 
in Peshawar. 

However, Masood categorically 
said that he still felt that Pakistan 
was helping Gulbaddin Hekmatyar. 
i hope Pakistan will help the pro- 
cess of peace ih otir«o«hf*y and be 
constructive towards helping peace 
come."" he said. "However, when I 
read reports and Pakistani newspap- 
ers there are still definite signs that 
Pakistan is helping Hekmatyar." he 
added. 

On Tuesday night. Kabul Foreign 
Minister Abdul Wakil addressed 
another Press conference in which 
he gave no t«fic«fe)it ^'#Wefr '#ay 
the Government was thinking. 
However, like Masood. he said of 
Hekmatyar that "if Hekmatyar con- 
: tinues his aggression, it will lead to 
i nothing but fefbrthef 4*Eitetk>ft nol 
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Mr Ahmad Rashid, our Special 
Correspondent, is in Kabul to 
cover for The Nation 

oitly from the Mujahideen but also 

amongst his own commanders." 

'Hekmatyar a war monger' 

Mujahideen Commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood has accused his main 

rival Gulbaddin Hekmatyar of being 
-a war monger who is tlH«atemng the 
peace process in Afghanistan. At 
the house of a merchant in Charikar. 
35 miles from Kabul. Masood finally 
met with the UN Special representa- 
tive Benon Stevan but -fnSfsted that 
only at Mujahideen Government 
could take over in Kabul. 

As 2.000 guerrillas of Ahmad 
Shah Masood group advanced to 
within miles of the northern suburbs 

of Kabul. Masood himself held court 
at Charikar where senior Afghan 
-Annyiand militia officers and other 
Mujahideen commanders arrived to 
meet him. In a courtyard where al- 
mond and cherry trees blossomed 



and hundreds of armed Mujahideen 
moved around while MascMod dealt 
with dozens of different requests, 
snapping commands to his well-dis- 
cipUned officers who rushed out to 
«EWivcy his orders by wireless to 
other Mujahideen groups across tlie 
country. 

"It is easy for us to enter Kabul 
but we want lo talk to other groups. 
I hope the Mujahideen will be united 
in these sensitive conditions," 
-Masood said in an interview. Smil- 
ing often and looking remarkably re- 
laxed, despite the tension of the past 
few weeks Masood charisma was 
de^y^iecting every regfWe 
offleeV who came to shake HisltStf. 



Masood 



Continued from page I 

Mi»iOod accused his main rival 
GuBiaddin Hekmatyar, the Push- 
toon guerrilla leader being, a "war 
monger"'. Although admitting that 
of Hekmatyar's f^errff^tfnits 
were only 20 miles from the citv. to 
the south of the capital, he dismissed 
Hekmatyar's ability to capture 
Kabul. "If he had the forces to come 
into Kabul, he wooid htive ditite tt 
by now. His forces are too small." 
Masood said. "The army will not 
fight against us but it will fight 
against Hekmatyar," he added re- 
flecting the ffmn^mi^ bmm^B . 
the AfghiiB wmf msd -Mmsii0%; 
forces. 

Masood dismisses appealls ' 

Masood dismissed appeals from 
the international community that 
former President Najibullah, who 
has sought refugee in a UN building 
for the past one week should be 
flo^vn .,out at Kabul, "Najibullah 
shtiuld,stay in Afghani.stan^because.; 
his head belongs to the Afghan 
people. It is up to them to decide." 
he said. 

Masood then moved to the house 
•of a local rice merchant where Mr 
Sevan arrived with a .small UN en- 
tourage after flying in by helicopter 
from the northern city of Mazar-i- 
Sharif. "The Najibullah issue is not 
essential. The most essential issue is 
to decide the fate of Afghanistan" 
Seven said before the" meeting. 
Sevan said he welcomed Masood de- 
cision not to march into Kabul and 
hoped that other commanders 
would also refrain from doing so. 

However, on Tuesday night, it ap- 
peared that nobody was sticking to 
the UN demands that they keep to 
their positions as guerrillas moved 
up closer to the capital. "I am sure 
that Hekmatyar,, will join the 
dialogue which € already taking 



place, ' said Sevan. 

Masood's insistence on an Islamic 
GovernnieiM-afld ^eftts^-fe-^let 
Najibullah go has sunk the hopes of 
the UN to form a government ot 
neutral figures and .secure Najibul- 
lah's release. Sevan denied that 
there had ever feto^a W pttn to 
bring peace and that the UN role 
was now to help the Afghans decide 
their own future and their own gov- 
ernment. On Thursday, he will fly 
to Islamabad to confer with Pakis^ 
tani officials and Mujahideen lead- 
ers and also meet with UN Secret- 
ary-General Boutros Ghali who ar- 
rives in Islamabad on Friday. 

Mujahideen's disunity 

Despite Masood's efforts to unite 

the Mujahideen, there is still com- 
plete 'disunity within their ranks, 
Masood claimed that two key Pash- 
toon commander^ Jalahiddin Haq- 
qani and Abdul Vhiq. who operate 
from the south ami east of Kabul 
and commanders wht) took the 
southern city of Kandahar on Tues- 
day had joined the Masood's newly- 
formed Islamic Jehad Council but it 
is still unclear whether these Push- 
toon commanders have really done 
so or not. Although these Pushtoons 
dislike Hekmatyar, they are also i 
deeply suspicious of the new council 
which is dominated by Uzbeks and 
Tajiks. On Tuesday, the afmy and 
the Mujahideen of Jalaluddin Haq- i 
qani Group formed a joint coalition 
for the control of the key Pushtoon 
city of Gardez. south of Kabul. 

Pakistan expressed both its desp- 
eration and inability to bring the 
Mujahideen parties based in 
Peshawar to come to any agreement 
when it issued a statement saying 
that Pakistan would come down 
hard on any party which tried to at- 
tack Kabul. This was theiim j^^t 
that Pakistan has is^^^ ro' f^- 
matyar who has been supported by 
Pakistan throghout the 13-year-old 
war. 

The Kabul Govemnaeat is wtUinf 
to-«tt»w^MMOod*«f Ws <«ttnc^ W 

enter the city rather than Hek- 
matyar's men. Masood said that act- 
ing President Abdul Rahim Hatifs 
statement on Tuesday calliii|'''for 
Mujahkiken Govttmmem fm MM^ 
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Afghans will decide 
Najib'sfate 

PARIS: Afghan commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood said the Afghans would 
decide the fate of oi£^ Preadent 
Nfyibuliah. 

Ifi an interview with a French daily 
Liberation' published here Wednes- 
i!ay, he said: "It is up to the Afghan 
people to decide whether or not to 
put him on trial for the crimes he 
committed. As for me, I can forgive 
him." 

N^ibullah had taken shelter at the 
UN offices in Kabul after an unsuc- 
cessful attempt to flee abroad last 
week. Benon Sevan, the UN special 
' failed to secure the safe pas- 
sage out of the country for Najibullah. 

Masood said he can also forgive 
ills arch ri\'al, Gulbaddin Hekmatyar, 
provided the latter did not take fur- 
ther moves against Masood. He said 
he had already rejected a UN-pro- 
posed 15-member council, which was 
to choose an interim govt in Kabul. 

"The time has come for the Mu- 
jahideen to have their own govern- 
ment. We first want an interim Mu- 
jahideen government then elections 
imder the W^pervision," he 
stressed. 

Earlier, the Kabul govt said on 
^feesday that it was ready to hand 
ovitt power to a Miyahideen govt if 
riwi ftcttons could arrive at an agree- 
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Wakil, Masood agree to 
work in tandem for peace 



KABUL (AFP) — Afghan for- 
eign minister Abdul Wakil said on 
Saturday that he had held exten- 
sive talks with northern mujahi- 
deen leader Ahmed Shah Masood, 
and that the two had agreed to 
svork together for peace. 

Wakil told a press conference 
here that he and Masood agreed 
rhat funher talks should be held 
with all mujahideen commanders 
to try to forge a neutral govern- 
ment. 

Wakil also warned that if hard- 
line mujahideen commander Gul- 
badin Hekmatyar, whose troops 
are reponedly approaching the 
Afghan capital from the south, did 
not join the talks he would "suf- 
fer a telling blow" from Afghani- 
stan's armed forces. 

He also said that it was up to the 
"people of Afghanistan" to decide 
The fate of former president Naji- 
bullah, who the United Nations is 
trying to get out of the country. 

Najibullah is in hiding in Kabul 
and the continued refusal of the 
present government to let him go 
abroad is reportedly holding up 
peace talks at a critical time. 

Masood's forces are to the north 
of Kabul, and those of his arch- 



rival. Hekmatyar, are to the souih 
of the capital. 

"The ball is now in the court of 
our mujahideen brothers," Wakil 
said. "How fast thev move is up to 
them." 




Abdul Wakil addressing a 
press conference in Kabul on 
Saturday.— AFP 

The Afghan foreign minister 
said that the plans he discussed 
with Masood in talks that lasted 
throughout the day and into the 
night in territory held by Masood 
north of Kabul had been within the 
framework of the United Nations 
peace plan for Afghanistan. 



However, diplomats present at 
the press conference in the foreign 
ministry here said it appeared that 
Wakil was signalling that the 
Kabul government and the Jamiat 
group, led by Masood, were impa- 
tient with the UN eftu-ts. 

Observers also noted that Wakil 
referred to the setting up of a coun- 
cil "or an interim government." 
indicating that it might be too late 
to stick to the original UN peace 
plan, envisaging a transition coun- 
cil before the installation of an 
interim government. 

Of the apparent decision by 
Hekmaty.ar, who on Friday said 
that he had entered Afghanistan 
from Pakistan, apparently to 
direct the offensive against Kabul 
from the south, Wakil said. 

"We are hopeful that Hekma- 
tyar at such a time would not resort 
to such activities and tendencies . . . 
but if he does resort to an offen- 
sive, disrupting the peace process, 
it would be a great loss to our 
mujahideen brothers following 
him, and to the Afghan people." 

"if he resorts to an offensive, he 
will receive a befitting and resolute 
blow," Wakil concluded. 

iHoHTilirTuST 
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Masood vows to defend - 
Kabul if attacked 

JABALL-OS-SARAJ (Afghanis- he said, "We are hopeful of having attack Kabul on Sunday, 

tan) (AFP) — Legendary Afghan an opportunity as soon as possible," The tottenng Kabul regime has 

Mu ahideen warrior Ahmed Shah adding that all Mujahideen factions voiced its readiness to deliver power 

Masood said Fridav he was confi- should find representation on the to a Mujahideen Council, Masood 



dent that a resistance council would 
soon assume the reigns of office in 
Kabul, and vowed to defend the cap- 
ital against a threatened attack by 
his bitter rival. 

Masood said in this garrison town 
75 kilometres (45 miles) North of 
Kabul that a Mujahideen Council 
would take office in an interim 
capacity "as soon as possible." 

His remarks to foreign journalists 
visiting Jabal-os-Saraj came on the 
same day of the formation of a 51- 
member Mujahideen Council an- 
» nounced in Peshawar, Pakistan. 
I The 39-year old resistance com- 
1 mander, famed as the "Lion of 

IPanjshir" mentioned no time frame 
for the council to assume office. But, 



proposed panel. Dressed in olive noted, and the resistance agreed on 
green military clothes, the bearded the need to form an interim council 
comander spoke to reporters in a to replace it 



basement bunker at the garrison, 
which his Jamiat-i-Islami fighters re- 
cently took over. 

Masood said efforts were under- 



"I will pray for peaceful resolution 
of issues," Masood said. "I think 
negotiations will solve the issue." 
The Jamiat commander said he 



way by the Peshawar based political prayed for the "prevention of 

leadership of the Mujahideen to per- bloodshed. "Hekmatyar, whose 

suade holdout rebel leader Gul- forces are poised on the southern 

baudin Hematyar to drop his reser- approach to Kabul, has vowed to 

vations and join the peace process. attack the city of L5 million people 

He said he saw no reason for Hek- unless the Soviet installed Kabul re 

matyar, leader of the radical fun- gime surrenders power by Sunday 
damentalist Hezb-i-Islami faction 
and his most bitter opponent, to stay 
out of an Interim Council nor for 



Masood, Hekmatyar 
discuss peace 

From Aftab Kazmi 

LANDIKOTAL: An understanding to 
refrain from attacking each others 
positions has been reached between 
Gulbadin Hekmatyar and Comman- 
der Ahmed Shah Masood on Friday. 

The imderstanding was reached 
in a direct wireless talk between 
both the Afghan leaders. 

The talks which continued for 
about 95 minutes were arranged by 
the chief of Jamaat-e-Islami, Qazi 
Hussain Ahmed. Gulbadin Hekmat- 
yar, chief of Hezb-i-Islami, and 
Ahmed Shah Masood, commander of 
Jamiat-e-Islami Afghanistan, report- 
edly deliberated over various sug- 
gestions to achieve complete and 
durable peace in Afghanistan. 

Both the leader talked in a cordial 
atmosphere and also agreed upon to 
cooperate in the larger interest of 
their motherland. Both Afghan lead- 
ers were being portrayed as each 
others adversaries and it was the 
first ever direct talks between the 
two to end the deadlock in settling 
the Afghan crisis. 

Hekmatyar and Masood, the Mu- 
jahideen sources said, also discussed 

various proposals including the sug- 
gestion of a command council and a 
coimcil of impartial men to take over 
the power from the military junta of 
Kabul. 

Qazi Hussain Ahmed, later talk- 
ing to journalists, said that, "both 
leaders want peace in Afghanistan 
and they will not give a chsice to en- 
emies to disrupt the process." He 
also warned that peace could not be 
achieved through any such formula 
in which Hekmatyar and Comman- 
der Masood were not given propor- 
tional representation. He further said 
that both the leaders are Muslims 
and they would not resort to aggres- 
sion against each other or any other 
Migahid party 

Qazi Hussain Ahmad also said 
that Hekmatyar and Masood have 
said, during the talks, that the power 
should be transferred to such forces 
which could control the Afghan situ- 
ation amicably 



his stubborn insistance that he will 
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WaMl, Masood agree 
to work for peace 

Afghan FM plans more meetings with rebel commander; 
calls for handing over Najib to Afghan judicial authorities 



KABUL: Afghan Fbreign Minister Abdul Wakil said here 
Saturday he had held talks with the northern Miyahdeen 
commander Ahmed Shah Masood and that the two 
agreed to work for peace. 

Masood, known as the 'lion of Pai\jshir' for his fierce 
resistance to former Soviet occupying troops, and whose 
forces are poised north of the capital, had agreed to con- 
tinue the contacts, he said. 

Wakil gave no indication as to whether his statement, 
made at a press conference at the Fbreign Ministry, had 
been agreed to in advance by Masood. But he warned 
that if Masood's rival, Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, whose 
troops are reportedly approaching Kabul firom the south 
and southwest, tried to launch an offensive against 
Kabul, he would "receive a befitting and resolute blow." 

The Foreign Minister said government troops were 
more than ever ''prepared for any such offensive," but 
declined to say whether some Masood troops had al- 



ready arrived in the city as a result of the meeting. 

Wakil, who two days earlier denounced former 
Afghan president Njyibullah as a dictator and 'enemy of 
peace,' repeated that it was "up to the Afghan people" to 
decide what his fate would be. 
♦ A high drama has developed in Kabul over the refusal 
of the authorities many of whom were his closest allies, 
to let Najibullah leave. He was stopped at the airport 
fi-om departing Thursday morning by army officers and 
since then has been in hiding in Kabul with UN special 
negotiator on Afghanistan Benon Sevan, who is trying to 
negotiate his exit from the country 

Wakil used the example of his historic meeting with 
Masood to claim that no such contact between Kabul au- 
thorities and powerful Miyahideen figures would have 
been possible with Najibullah in power. This meeting 
marks the beginning of the intra-Afghan dialogue," he 
said using the United Nations term to describe the steps 

Cotttiaued on Page 
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Wakil, Masood agree to work for peace 



Continued from Page 

essential to end the bloody civil war 
that has dragged on since the Soviet 
withdrawal in 1989. 

Renter adds: Afghan Fbreign Min- 
ister Abdul Wakil said on Saturday 
he would hold further peace talks 
with guerrilla commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood. 

He told a news conference that 
his talks with Masood on FYiday 
were sincere and frank and would 
promote a United Nations plan to set 
up a transitional ruling council to 
end the 14-year old civil war. 

Diplomats in Kabul said Wakil's 
meeting with Masood at the rebel- 
held town of Charikar appeared to 
have won at least a temporary re- 
prieve for Kabul which the guerrillas 
had threatened to attack. 

Wakil said ousted president Na- 
jibullah, sheltering at a UN Office in 



Kabul, should be handed over to the 
Afghan judicial authorities. 

UN special envoy Benon Sevan 
told diplomats in Kabul that he 
wanted to take Najibullah out of 
Afghanistan, an ambassador told 
Reuters. 

Afghanistan's ruling Watan 
(Homeland) Party said it was doing 
everything it could to prevent Kabul 
becoming a battleground between 
various rival forces.. 

The Party is doing its utmost to 
prevent violence," said F^d Ahmad 
Mazdak, effectively Watan leader 
after Najibullah's overthrow. "We are 
trying to find a common under- 
standing that there will be no vio- 
lence in the capital." 

But diplomats said what was left 
of the government had little bargain- 
ing power after many of its troops 
defected to the Miyihadeen closing 
in on Kabul. 



Outside the capital, Miyahideen 
forces tightened the noose around 
Kabul, but some guerrilla leaders in 
Pakistan caUed for restraint. 

Mazdak said he was "convinced" 
that Masood, now based near 
Charikar, 60 km north of Kabul, 
would not try to enter the city "We 
hope that other groups will take this 
approach," Mazdak said, referring to 
the Hezbe Islami forces of hardUne 
leader Gulbuddin Hekmatyar. 

Hekmatyar,angry at what he says 
is a conspiracy by Afghanistan's eth- 
nic and linguistic minorities to take 
power, left Pakistan for the Kabul 
area early on Saturday, a spokesman 
said. Some Miyahideen sources in 
Pakistan said they believed Hekmat- 
yar's men and Masood's Jamiatri-Is- 
lami clashed when the western city 
of Herat fell to the Miyihadeen on 
FYiday night. This was denied by 
both parties. 
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Masood taking 
steps for safety 
of civilians 

ISLAMABAD (APP) — Pakis- 
tan has been in contact with com- 
manders of Northern Afghanistan 
who have achieved great successes 
in the Afghan Jehad recently. This 
includes commander Ahmed Shah 
Masood who has sent messages to 
the President and the Prime Minsi- 
ter conveying assurances that he 
fully supports a peaceful transfer of 
power in Kabul and looks forward 
to Mujahideen Tanzeemat leader- 
ship to quickly work out political 
plan. He stated that the current vic- 
tories of Afghan Jehad were the 
combined efforts of all Afghans. 

Commander Ahmed Shah 
Masood also stated that he was tak- 
ing all steps in liberated areas under 
his control to ensure safety of civi- 
lian population. 

The Mujahid Commander greatly 
praised Pakistan for helping the 
Mujahideen and the efforts of its 
leadership to forge unity among all 
Mujahideen groups. 

ZQmmz 

Masood's 
ultimatum to 
mujahideen leaders 

F.P. Bureau Report 

ISLAMABAD — Ahmed Shah 
Masood, the dominant mujahi- 
deen commander in northern Afe- 
hanistan, has given the Pakistan- 
based mujahideen's political lea- 
ders "one or two days" to agree on 
the composition of a mujahideen 
government in Kabul. 

According f tq his brother, 
Mohammed Yahva, Masood has 
told the political leaders they must 
reach "some k^nd of agreement" 
before Thursday (tomorrow). 

If they do not, he will ask the 
"numerous commanders" who 
support him to meet in Afghani- 
stan and decide on the composi- 
tion of the government between 
themselves. 

FRONTIER POST 
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ACCORD WITH MASOOD REACHED 

pledges to 
prevent fightin 



KABUL, April 18: Afghanistan's 
ruling party, clinging to power as 
rebels encircle Kabul, said on 
Saturday it was striving to prevent 
the capital becoming a battle- 
ground between various rival 
forces. 

"The party is doing its utmost to 
prevent violence", said Farid 
Ahmad Mazdak, effectively leader 
of the Watan Party after the quit- 
ting of president NajibuUah on 
Thursday. 

"We are trying to find a common 
understanding that there will be no 
violence in the capital", he said in a 
statement. 

But diplomats said that what was 
left of the government had little 
bargaining power after defections 
by its troops to the Mujahideen 
rebels closing in on the capital. 

Mazdak's statement could just be 
wishful thinking, the diplomats 
said. 

Armoured personnel carriers 
clattered through the empty 
streets of Kabul late on Friday but 
generally the city of two million 
people passed another quiet night 
of waiting for what could be the 
final showdown in the 14-year civil 
war. 

Mazdak said he was "convinced" 
that rebel commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood, now based near 
Charikar 60 km north of Kabul, 
would not try to enter the city. 

"We hope that other groups will 
take this approach", Mazdak said, 
referring to the Hezb-i-Islami 
forces of hardline leader Gulbadin 
Hekmatyar. 

Hekmatyar, increasingly angry 
at what he says is a conspiracy to 
take power by Afghanistan's ethnic 
and linguistic minorities, left 
Pakistan for the Kabul area early 
on Saturday, a spokesman said. 

A Watan official said Foreign 
Minister Abdul Wakil returned 
from Charikar on Friday where he 
had gone to negotiate with Masood, 
the most powerful field comman- 
der of the seven mainrebel groups 
based in Pakistan. 

An Afghan diplomat in the 
Indian capital New Delhi said 
Wakil had reached an accord with 
Masood to try to prevent fighting 
on the streets of Kabul. 

"He has come to an understand- 
ing with Masood", said diplomat 



From Guy Dinmore 

Ziauddin Nassery. "We want to 
make an alliance which all the 
opposition will accept, work for 
reconciliation and finish this 
bloodshed". 

Counsellor Ziauddin who is in 
contact with the government in the 
Afghan capital, said Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdul Wakil held talks with 
Masood on Friday which he 
described as "detailed and posi- 
tive". 

Nassery is the top diplomat avail- 
able for comment at the Afghan 
embassy. Ambassador Ahmad Sar- 
war fled his official residence on 
Thursday along with the family of 
deposed president NajibuUah and 
went into hiding. 

India has said it has given refuge 
to Sarwar, who is related to 
NajibuUah by marriage, because 
he feared for his life. 

Masood, a legendary rebel leader 
who has fought the Kabul govern- 
ment for the entire 14-year civil 
war, has reportedly massed 1,000 
troops backed by deserting govern- 
ment soldiers some 60 km north of 
Kabul. 

Masood is an ethnic Tajik from 
the north of Afghanistan, while his 
bitter enemy Hekmatyar is from 
the traditionally dominant 
Pushtun tribe that is concentrated 
in the south and east. 

One European diplomat in Kabul 
said that if the standoff between 
the two Mujahideen leaders ended, 
the results could be disastrous. 

"They will come from the north 
and south and meet in the middle of 
Kabul". 

Rebel leader Gulbadin Hek- 
matyar, an arch foe of Masood, has 
said he has ordered his forces to 
take Kabul unless the government 
surrenders to a council of Mujahi- 
deen commanders. His Hezb-i- 
Islami claimed to have taken the 
western town of Herat without a 
fight of Friday. 

Kabul's army commander. Gen 
Mohammad Nabi Azimi, has said 
loyal troops will fight to the last 
man to defend the city. 

There were unconfirmed reports 
of clashes overnight to the south of 
Kabul between Hekmatyar's forces 
and militiamen under the com- 
mand of Gen Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tum, who is cooperating again with 
the government after defecting last 



month to joint Masood. 

A Western reporter, who drove to 
Charikar on Friday, said it was 
clear that Masood's men, number- 
ing more than 1,000 were preparing 
to advance in the next few days, 
backed by tanks supplied by 
defecting government troops. 

But a diplomat with close 
Mujahideen contacts, said he 
believed Masood did not want to 
advance on Kabul alone and would 
wait for a few days to strike an 
agreement with other rebel forces 
and to increase the own troops 
levels. 

In Kabul, United Nations special 
envoy Benon Sevan, who has spent 
four years trying to resolve the 
Afghan crisis, was still struggling to 
save a UN plan that- would see a 
transitional council of all groups 
taking power in Afghanistan. 

The outcome of his talks with 
government officials on Friday was 
not clear, diplomats said. "The UN 
is helpless", the European dip- 
lomat commented. 

NajibuUah, was believed to be 
still sheltering in UN offices in 
Kabul after failing to flee the coun- 
try on Thursday, diplomats said. 

Foreign Minister Wakil, a close 
confidant . of NajibuUah, has 
announced that the ruling Watan 
party will hand over power to a 
transitional council under a plan 
conceived by United Nations spe- 
cial envoy Benon Sevan. 

Hekmatyar has said he opposes 
any plans which will align the gov- 
ernment in Kabul with rival rebel 
leaders, an apparent reference to 
Masood. 

Nassery, the embassy official in 
Delhi, said the Afghan government 
wanted Sarwar to return to Kabul. 
He made no mention of Najibul- 
lah's wife and three daughters who 
fled into hiding with the envoy. 

Sarwar said in a telephone call to 
Reuters on Friday that the new gov- 
ernment in Kabul, was illegal and 
that he remained his country's 
ambassador. He refused to say 
where he was staying. 

Sarwar, whose wife and Najibul- 
lah's wife are sisters, took refuge 
after the ousted president was pre- 
vented from fleeing from Kabul, 
possibly to Delhi, Nassery said. — 
Reuter 
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^ Jamiat not seeking to 
monopolise power: Masood 




F.P. Report 

Afghan resistance leader 
Ahmed Shah Masood has said he 
will not enter any coalition govern- 
ment with communists and that his 
Jamiat-i-Islami faction was not 
seeidng to monopolise power. 

In a radio hook-up with com- 
manders of other resistance move- 
ments based in Pakistan, Masood 
said that despite his talks with offi- 
cials in the Kabul regime he had no 
intention of forging any coalition 
government with the country's 
remaining Watan communist 
party. 

The commanders, who issued a 
statement on Monday following 
their talks with Masood, said the 
Tajik commander said he was 
"against a monopoly of power and 



formation of a government by any 
one party". 

Masood told them the Jamiat 
had an "enormous military force" 
with weapons and jet fighters from 
captured Bagram air base , north of 
Kabul, and could enter the capital 
at "any moment and form a" 
government by itself. But Jamiat 
wanted resistance leaders to form 
a joint government to which the 
Kabul regime could transfer 
power. 

The commanders called on lea- 
ders of mujahideen factions to 
form an Islamic government 
urgently and assume power in 
Kabul. 

They said if they did not do so 
then the "commanders, together 
with the Ulema (religious scho- 



lars) and tribal elders, would take 
action to do so". 

They warned against attempts to 
create divisions within the mujahi- 
deen on ethnic, regional or reli- 
gious grounds. 

In an implicit warning to the 
Hezb-i-lslaviii faction of Gulbud- 
din Hekmatyar, the commanders 
said they would take "decisive 
military action" to prevent a muja- 
hideen party trying to take over 
Kabul by itself and monopolise 
power or create obstacles to the 

sources said. 

Complex negotiations are conti- 
nuing among rival resistance 
groups on formation of a council to 
take power in Kabul after the 



Call for hastening council 



F.P. Special Correspondent 

ISLAMABAD — Ahmed Shah 
Masood, the mujahideen com- 
mander from Panjsher valley, is in 
close touch with the Pakistan 
government for a smooth, peace- 
ful and orderly transfer of power to 
a mujahideen council in Kabul in 
the shortest possible time, accor- 
ding to a foreign ministry spokes- 
ixtan. . , , , 

At an^Jttlusive press briefing on 
Afghanistan here on Monday 
afternoon, he said that the front- 
rank mujahideen commander had 
not plans to constitute any council 
other than the mujahideen council 
about which the Pakistan and Iran- 
based Afghan mujahideen had 
struck a broad consensus in the 
presence of Prime Minister 
Mohammad Nawaz Sharif on 
Saturday at Governor's House in 
Peshawar. 

The spokesman said that the 
Pakistan government had no 
knowledge that Commander 
Masood was trying to constitute a 
council of his own under the name 
of *jihad council* or 'Islamic coun- 
cil.' 

According to him, in his mes- 
sage to high-level achelons of Paki- 



formation 

Stan government. Commander 
Masood had stressed that he was 
not working for a separate deal 
with the Kabul authorities led the 
ruling Watan Party. He had stated 
very categorically that he suppor- 
ted that formation of a mujahideen 
council in the Afghan capital, the 
spokesman said, i 

Commander Masood, the spo- 
kesman went on to add, had also 
requested the mujahideen tanzee- 
mat (organisations) and parties to 
hasten the establishment of a 
mujahideen council so that the 
transfer of power could take place 
in an orderly, peaceful and smooth 
fashion. 

It was a gratifying factor, the 
spokesman said, that so far there 
had been no ethnic clashes in Afg- 
hanistan and that if there was any 
story appearing in the press about 
them, it was totally baseless. 

Referring to the meeting 
between Premier, Nawaz Sharif 
and Afghan mujahideen leaders 
on Saturday night at the Gover- 
nor's House in Peshawar, he said 
that a great deal of progress was 
made at this 'night-long meeting.' 
Since then there had been 'further 
encouraging developments' in that 



direction and that a major devel- 
opment was most likely to take 
place later in the evening or night 
from Peshawar. 

He brushed aside press reports 
date-lined Peshawar (Monday) 
that the Governor's House mee- 
ting had fizzled out, asserting that 
the meeting produced positive 
results. 

Asked if there were any wal- 
kouts from the meeting such as 
those by Jamaat-i-Islami chief 
Qazi Hussain Ahmed and the 
Hizb-i-Islami Afghanistan chief 
Gulbadin Hekmatyar, the spokes- 
man said." There were no wal- 
kouts till the end." 

Replying to a question, he said 
that UN peace negotiator Benon 
Sevan was still involved m the 
execution of the new proposal for 
the setting up of the mujahideen 
council. Sevan was keeping con- 
stant touch with the Pakistani mis- 
sion in Kabul, he said. 

Responding to a question, the 
spokesman said that no represen- 
tatives of the Kabul regime would 
be included in the proposed muja- 
hideen council. 

To another question, he said 
(Continued on Back Page) 



.downfall of presideilt Najibullah. 

At least two factions, the pro- 
Iranian Shia Hezb-i-Wahdat and 
the Hezb-i-Islami of Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar, have rejected this for- 
mula to end the 13-year-old Afg- 
han war, according to the Jamiat. 

AFP adds from Teheran: The 
Iran-based Islamic Unity Party 
(lUP) grouping Shia Afghan 
mujahideen on Monday described 
as positive the creation of a resi- 
stance movement council headed 
by Masood Shah. 

The lUP, in a statement relea- 
sed here , called for a peaceful solu- 
tion to the strife that has pitted dif- 
ferent mujahideen groups against 
each other. 

"The statement also said that 
any plan proposed by the United 
Nations should realise the condi- 
tions and demands of the mujahi- 
deen and Afghan nation," the offi- 
cial IRNA news agency reported. 

An lUP envoy in Peshawar told 
IRNA that the party, an alliance of 
eight mainly Shia groups, would 
only endorse a council in which all 
groups and nationalities were 
fairly represented. 

formation of a joint government. 
The statement was signed, 

among many others, by General 
Abdur Rahim Wardak, deputy of 
military committee of NIFA, 
Mohammad Anwar, commander 
of JIA in Soroobi, Eng. Moham- 
mad Afzal Ahmadzai, head of 
Tawheed Front of IIA (Prof. 
Sayyaf), Commander Sayed 
Husain Anwari, head of provincial 
council of Kabul, Harakat Islami 
(Shaikh Mohseni), Musa Khan, 
commander of Harakat Inqlab 
Islami in Maidan, Malik Sulaiman, 
representative of Sayed Ganral 
(Jaglan), general commander of 
Hizbi Wahdat, and Zabit Moham- 
mad "Omar, representative of 
Commander Jalaluddin Haqqani. 

Meanwhile, the Jamiat-e-Islami 
faction has named commander 
Ahmed Shah Masood and Eng. 
Mohammad Ayoub as its repre- 
sentatives on a mujahideen council 
to rule Afghanistan, resistance 
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KABUL: An Afghan militiaman, armed with rockets, guards Kabul Airport along with troops on Apil 17 
after President NajibuUah resigned and tried to flee Afghainistan. — Reuter wirephoto - 



Council formation 
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represented in the mujahideen 
council. He recalled that Hekma- 
tyar was present at the Governor's 
House meeting at which the broad 
consensus to establish such a caw\- 

Despite repeated questioning 
the spokesman refused to disclose 
the names of those mujahideen 
commanders to whom the Paki- 
stan government would send 



emergency food aid. 

Asked if the government was 
planning to deport certain mujahi- 
deen leaders from Pakistan, the 
spokesman replied in the negative. 
' As regads the state of fighting 
•inside Afghanistan and reported 
claims by mujahideen of capturing 
certain towns and cities, the sp0-- 
kesman said he had also read these 
claims, but did not have their con- 
firmation. But so far as Kabul city 
was concerned, there had not been 
much diange in the situation as 
compared to the last two days, he 
said. 
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Masood slips 
Kabul 

KABUL (AFP) — Afghan 

mujahideen commander, Ahmed 
Shah Masood, slipped quietly into 
Kabul on Wednesday night at the 
head of a huge column of 100 
tanks, foreign journalists travel- 
ling with him said. 

The arrival of Masood, one of 
the powerful commanders in the 
14-year-long war and the nominee 
for defence minister, m& seen 
here as a major boost in manpower 
and morale for the one-day-old 
mujahideen interim government. 

However, Masood had issued 
strict orders, the journalists said, 
that no advance pubHcity and no 
celebrations should greet his arri- 
val in the embattled cajntal two 
hours after nightfall. 

Masood, accompanied by top 
aides in 10 jeeps, drove straight to 
Kabul's garrison headquarters, 
leaving most of his heavy armour, 
which he had brought from 
Bagram airbase, 40 kilometres (25 
miles) north of Kabul, at the peri- 
meter to defend the capital against 
the troops of rival mujahideen 
commander Gulbadin Hekma- 
tyar. 

State television was off the air 
because of a total power ftfitare in 
Kabul, and few people knew of 
their entry to the city. 

Masood has been nominated 
defence minister in tht sixnnem- 
ber coalition cotinKa that held the 
capital since interioi' president 
Sibghatullah Mujad^<fi*s trium- 
phant arrival from fW^an on 
Tuesday. 
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Masood heading 
towards Kabul 

F.P. Report 

ISLAMABAD — Mujahideen 
commagder Ahmed Shah Masood 
WHedKil-' towards Kabtri to take 
up his post as interim defence 
minister, Jamiat-i-Islami spokes- 
man Najibttllah Lafraie said on 
Tuesday. 

'^^•No^^Wat the situation is retur- 
ning to normal, (Masood) has time 
to make the journey," Lafraie told 
on telephone from Peshawar. 

The Jamiat commander left his 
hilltop, base in Jabal-us-Seraj, 75 
Jgil9metres. to the north, in a large 
<^nvoy, Lafraie said, adding that 
Masood might arrive in the Afg- 
han capital late Tuesday unless he 
lias to st«q> overnight along the 
way. 
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Mujahideen threaten strike at Kabul 



15-member council disclosed ? 



The Peshawar-based Afghan 
news agencies, ANS and ANA 
have released the list of 15-mem- 
ber transitional council, announ- 
ced by the UN secretary general 
Boutros Ghali on Friday to take 
over in Kabul. 

Through a reliable Afghan 
mujahideen source in Peshawar on 
Saturday the Al-Bunyan News 
Service (ANS) obtained a list of 
possible candidates for the 15-man 
United Nations-sponsored transi- 
tional administrative council, 
which is due to take power, for an 
interim period of six months, from 
the incumbent Watan Party led 
communist regime in Kabul. 

According to the sources, the 
socalled impartial and non-par- 
tisan Afghan figures are: 

Prof. Rasul Amin (Kunar pro- 
vince), Gen Yaha Nauroze (Logar 
province), Abdul Samad Hamid 
(Nangarhar), Abdul Sattar Serat 
(Faryab province), Dr Abdul 
Hakim Tabibi, Prof. Mohammad 
Asghar (Kabul province), Dr. 
EnayatuUah Iblagh (Parwan pro- 
vince), Prof. Mohammad Hashim 
Mujaddedi (Kabul), Juma 
Mohammadi, Ibrahim Azeem, 
Abdul Karim Mustaghni, Abdul 
Salam Azeemi, Shamsuddin Maj- 
rooh (Kunar), Mohammad Has- 
san Kaker, and Abdul Hakim 
Katawazi. 

Rasul Amin, is holding master's 



in Political Science, from Pesha- 
war University and is former head 
of the Political Science Depart- 
ment of Kabul University. Gen. 
Yahya Nauroze is an American 
educated former chief of strategic 
planning in the Afghan defence 
ministry during late Sardar Daud's 
government. 

Samad Hamid, is a former first 
deputy prime minister of Afghani- 
stan during one's Zahir Shah's 
royal cabinets. He belongs to Nan- 
garhar province. 

Sattar Serat is a former justice 
minister. Abdul Hakim Tabibi is 
former Afghan UN envoy and 
ambassador to India. 

Hashim Mujaddedi, is the first 
cousin of Prof. SibgathuUah 
Mujaddedi and is a member of 
Mosques' Committee of the Jed- 
dah-based QIC. 

Karim Mustaghni, is a former 
chief of the army staff and ex- 
ambassador to Turkey. He is also a 
well-known Push to Poet. Dr. 
InyatuUah Iblagh is a Ph. D in Isla- 
mic Studies from Al-Azhar Uni- 
versity and a former member of 
parliament. He is the son of the 
well-known Afghan spiritual cleric 
Maulavi-e-Kala-e-Biland. 

Hakim Katawazi, the former 
chief of gendarmarie of Kabul is a 
professional Turkish-educated 
police officer. 

Hassan Kaker, is a former pro- 



Kabul's hungry 
crusaders angry 



By IKRAM HOTI 

Sardar Assef Ahmad Ali has 
proved to be over-selective in his 
advice to Qazi Hussain Ahmad to 
study Quran and Sunnah before 
criticising food supplies to Kabul 
by the government of Pakistan. He 
was not only selective by hitting it 
out only against Qazi Hussain 
Ahmad but was partial in his eva- 
luation of the men in the conserva- 
tive arsenal of the IJI government 
also. 

Sardar Assef might be close to i 
honest dealing of the fact that Afg- 
han population is in dire need of 
food which by sending there Paki- 
stan "does not want to make any 
political gains out of this step." 
Once critics of the authorities dea- 
ling with the Afghan affairs at Isla- 
mabad are satisfied with his claim, 
they are sure to stand by him in his 
crusade against those who are in a 
habit of questioning like simple- 
tons all the steps being taken by 
the government, even if it is "a 
gesture of goodwill and love for 
humanity." 





There is a criminal lack of cog- 
nisance of the feelings generated 
on the part of the Afghan commu- 
nity in Peshawar by the food con- 
signment to Kabul, this weekend. 
Sardar Assef Ahmad Ali is partial 
in his reprimand of the Jamaat 
Amir because he did not indicate 
to him the slash in, support he had 
among the Afghan anti-Soviet 
fighters who are now commending 
the Pakistani move of "saving our 
starving brothers in Kabul." 

Sardar Assef is over-selective in 
his criticism because he did not 
include those of the Pakistani 
'Jehadis' who find it impossible to 
make sure that they do not blurt 
out what their resistance friends 
now do not like. Statements are 
pouring in even from the Mazar-i- 
Sharif battle-front in favour of the 
UN plan for an interim set up in 
Kabul but the senseless counter- 
parts of the commanders who 
defeated a superpower in Afghani- 
stan, are advising them to continue 
fighting against "the godless 
regime." The minister of state, on 
his return from an extensive tour 



fessor of Political Science Depart- 
ment of Kabul University and 
belongs to the Afghan Millat, a 
nationalist party. 

Shamsuddin Majrooh, is an ex- 
justice minister and Professor of 
Kabul University. 

Mohammad Asghar is a Kabul- 
based former professor with 
moderate-leftist tendency 

ANA quoting reliable Afghan 
sources in Germany and Washing- 
ton disclosed the council will 
include Abdul Samad Hamid, 
Abdul Sattar Seerat, Prof. Ashgar 
from Kabul, Inatullah Iblagh, 
Hashim Mujaddadi, Dr Kamal 
Hashim, Ibrahim Azeem, Abdul 
Hakim Katwazi, Abdul Jabbar 
Sabit, Akhtar Mohammad Bakh- 
tari, Yaqoob Lali, Shams, Dr You- 
saf, Abdul Wakeel and Yahya 
Nauroz. 

The Friday's announcement of 
Boutros-Ghaii called a mixed and 
cautious reaction of the mujahi- 
deen leaders. Those phrased out to 
be the "fundamentalist" mujahi- 
deen organisations, including the 
two factions of Hezb-i-Islami, Itte- 
had-i-Islami and Jamiat-i-Islami 
and some Shia mujahideen par- 
ties, made it clear that they will not 
accept any UN sponsored council 
in which the representatives of eit- 
her the puppet regime or the ex- 
monarch Zahir Shah are invited. 
However, the past track record 

of the Central Asian republics and 
Ahmad Hassan Dani, a celebrated 
Pakistani historian, speaking at a 
PTV (Tuesday night programme), 
clearly told the audience that the 
entire population there is lover of 
Islamic culture and not jehad lea- 
ding to mass murders. 

This lust for mass murder has 
been a pronounced core of all the 
war-promoting mullah-turned- ' 
politicians in Pakistan and the food , 
supplies to Kabul indicate Paki- ' 
Stan government's resolve that it is 
not going to be blackmailed by 
these war mongers. Sardar Assef 
has been constantly holding the 
outpost for the IJI's more respon- 
sible and saner elements on top 
against these orthodox bunch that 
has declared to give in to reason 
even if it is offered in favour of a 



shows that if any member of the 
ruling Watan Party or representa- 
tive of the ex-monarch was exten- 
ded invitation by the UN body for 
participation in the proposed 
council, these mujahideen organi- 
sations, who are still holding up 
the card for peace or war in Afgha- 
nistan, would boycott the UN 
endeavours and thus the current 
process for peace would be hampe- 
red. But there are little fears that 
the UN would ignore the call of 
such organisations to put at stake 
its continuing peace process in 
Afghanistan which, if failed, 
would call a decisive military strike 
of the mujahideen or Kabul or a 
military coup from inside for the 
removal of the puppet regime. 

Meanwhile, the chief of Jamiat- 
i-Islami Afghanistan, Prof. Burha- 
nuddin Rabbani, while reacting to 
the UN announcement in an inter- 
view here on Saturday offered his 
party's conditional support to the 
UN plan. 

Spelling out the conditions of his 
party, he said that the list for the 
interim council or commission 
should be finalised by the mujahi- 
deen through joint consensus, the 
tenure of such interim administra- 
tion should not prolong for more 
than two months and its only obli- 
gation would be to restore peace 
and tranquillity and would have no 
political discernments. 

FRONTIER post 
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famine-threatened population. On 
the Riba issue too, he did not spare 
them and though some of his cridcs 
accused him of overplaying it for 
stature-building motives, those 
who support him on the issue have 
constantly argued that reason and 
love for humanity should have a 
soldier of an outspoken style like 
Sardar Assef. "We see pages after 
pages blackened by the statements 
of the insane elements, why should 
Sardar be advised to keep a low 



profile against them"? remarked 
an intellectual in Peshawar who 
hates IJI. 

This crusade against the rigid 
troops of famine-lovers from the 
IJI ranks is welcomed also 
because, it's being a party of unpo- 
pular upstarts, IJI has always been 
considered a force that has more 
Ijazul Haqs and Qazi Hussains in it 
than any other party. So far, there 
have been demands for removal of 
one minister or the other from the 
federal IJI cabinets but not for Sar- 
dar Assef's. This is the happiest 
aspect of the story about IJI's fra- 
gile structure. The more IJI has the 
kind of Sardar Assef in it, the lon- 
ger this structure seems to stay in 
power, both at centre and the pro- 
vinces. 
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an peace 



process hopes Masood 



ClIARIKAR — Mujahidcoii 
Commander Ahmed Shah Masood 
said on Wednesday that he hoped 
that Pakistan would continue to help 
the peace pnjfsss ia 
future. 

Speaking to The Nation at his 
headquarter in Charilcar, 35 miles 
northOf Kabul, he said that he had 
never spoken directly to Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif and neither 
has the Prime Minister made any at- 
tempt to contact him, although he 
had spoken to other Pakistani offi- 
cials. He refused to name them but 
most likely they are military officials 
in Peshawar. 

However, Masood categorically 
said that he still felt that Pakistan 
was helping Gulbaddin Hekmatyar. 
"I hopie Pafkistafi wf» tielp ^ pm* 
cess of peace in our country and be 
constructive towards helping peace 
come." he said. "However, when I 
read reports and Pakistani newspap- 
ers there am stia-idei^e^gaB;*** 
Pakistan is helpmg Hekmatyar " he 
added. 

On Tuesday night, Kabul Foreign 
Minister Abdul Wakil addressed 
anottter Presr ik>nfettiw»Htr "Whfe^ 

he gave no indication of which way 
the Government was thinking. 
However, like Masood. he said of 
Hekmatyar that "if Hekniatyar con- 
! tinues his aggressioftTft ^wfff-lel^fe 
i nothing butTis further isolation not 



arfd ftttHdlfe#f€f armed Mujahideen 

mo% ed iU"ound while Masood dealt 
with dozens of different requests, 
snapping commands to his well-dis- 
ciplined officers who rushed out to 
co^i^ Ms t#(tes ' b^^ to 
other Mujahideen groups across the 
country. 

"It is easy for us to enter Kabul 
but we want to talk to other groups. 
I hope the Mujahideen will be united 
in these sensitive conditions," 
Masood said in an interview. Smil- 
ing often and looking remarkably re- 
laxed, despite the tension of the past 
few weeks Masood charisma was 
clearly affecting every Kabul regime 
officer who came to shake his hand. 



Masood 



Exclusive 



Mr Ahmad Rashid, our Special 
Corm^Mmdent, is in Kabul to 
cover for The Nation 

only from the Mujahideen but also 
amongst his own commanders." 
'Hekmatyar a war monger' 



Mujahideen CqiiJmander Ahmad he said 



Continued from page I fp 

at*t^ W§ main' rival 
Gulbaddin Hekmatyar, the Pu.sh- 
toon guerrilla leader being, a "war 
monger". Although admitting that 
some of Hekmatyar 's guerrilla units 
v»%i^e dWfS^if^fhitn the city, to 
the south of the capital, he dismissed 
Hekmatyar's ability to capture 
Kabul. "If he had the forces to come 
into Kabul, he would have done it 
b5* TiWi(r'."fm'fmt5gr»e toft small," 
Masood said. "The army will not 
fight against us but it will fight 
against Hekmatyar," he added re- 
flecting the gr$^^ unity between 
the Afghan army and Masood's 
forces. 

Masood dismisses appealls 

Masood' dismissed appeals from 
the international community that 
former President Najibullah, who 
has sought refugee in a UN building 
for the past one week should be 
flo\vn . out at Kabul, "Najibullah 
shtuiJd. stay in Afghanistan^because., 
his head belongs to the At^han 
people. It is up to them to deade," 



Shah Masood has Accused his main 

rival Gulbaddin Hekmatyar of being 
-a war monger who is threatening the 
peace process in Afghanistan. At 
the house of a merchant in Charikar, 
35 miles from Kabul, Masood finally 
met with the UN Special representa- 
tive Benon Sevan but insisted that 
only at Mujahideen Government 
could take over in Kabul. 

As 2,(KJ0 guerrillas of Ahmad 
Shah Masood group advanced to 



Masood then moved to the house 
of a local rice merchant where Mr 
Sevan arrived with a small UN en- 
tourage after flying in by helicopter 
from the northern city of Mazar-i- 
Sharif. "The Najibullah issue is not 
essential. The most essential issue is 
to decide the fate of Afghanistan" 
Seven said before the meeting. 
Sevan said he welcomed Masood de- 
cision not to march into Kabul and 
hoped that other commanders 

within mTl7sTftheTorthernsu^^ wo"ld alst> refrain from doing so. 

„ -^ 'i}J However, on Tuesday night. It ap- 

of Kabul. Masood himseif held court peared that nobodv was sticking to 

at eftarikat where senior Afghan the UN demands that they keep to 

-Army and militia officers and other their positions as guerrillas moved 

Mujahideen commanders arrived to up closer to the capital. "I am sure 

meet him. In a cew^M^'WUffiii- Aat Hekmatyar will join the 

mond and cherry trees btossemed dialpgue which is already taking 



place," said Sevan. 

Masood's insistence on an Islamic 
Government and his refusal to let 
Najibullah go has sunk the hopes of 
the UN to form a government of 
neutral figures and secure Najibul- 
lah's release. Sevan denied that 
there had ever been a UN plan to 
bring peace and that the UN role 
was now to help the Afghans decide 
their own future and their own gov- 
ernment. On Thursday, he will fly 
to, Islamabad to confer with Pakis- 
tani of^ciats and Mujahideen lead- 
ers and also meet with UN Secret- 
ary-General Boutros Ghali who ar- 
rives ifi Isianta^HHi Fridtty. 

Mujahtdeen's disunity 

Despite Masood's efforts to unite 
the Mujahideen, there is still com- 
plete 'disunity within their ranks, 
Masood claimed that two key Pash- 
toon commanderiv, Jalahiddin Haq- 
qani and Abdul Haq. who operate 
from the south and east of Kabul 
and commanders who took the 
southern city of Kandahar on Tues- 
day had joined the Masood's newly- 
formed Islamic Jehad Council but it 
is still unclear whether these Push- 
toon commanders have really done 
so or not. Although these Pushtoons 
dislike Hekmatyar, they are also 
dg^pljf^i^U^pous of the new council 
wMcl IS dfominated by Uzbeks and 
Tajiks. On Tuesday, the afmy and 
the Mujahideen of Jalaluddin Hatj- 





Masood says 
Afghans will decide 
Najib's.1^ 

PARIS: Afghan commander Ahmad 

.Shah Masood said the Afghans would 
decide the fate of ousted President 
Najibullah. 

In an interview with a French daily 
•Liberation' published here Wednes- 
i!ay, he said: "It is up to the Afghan 
people to decide whether or not to 
put him on trial for the crimes he 
committed. Mfm'mtt.&mj^ve 

Najibullah had taken shelter at the 
UN offices in Kabul after an unsuc- 
cessful attempt to flee abroad last 
week. Benon Sevan, the UN special 
envoy, failed to. secure the safe pas- 
qani Group formed a joint coalititrtl^i^tegelut^tiwSWlrtiyferfi^tal^ 

Masood said he can also forgive 
his arch rival, Gulbaddin Hekmatyar, 
provided the latter did not take fur- 
ther moves against Masood. He said 
he had already rejected a UN-pro- 
posed 15-member council, which was 
to choose an interim govt in Kabul. 

"The time has come for the Mu- 
jahideen to have their own govern- 
ment. We first wcuit an interim Mu- 
jahideen government then elections 
imder the UN supervision," he 
stressed. 

Earlier, the Kabul govt said on 
Tuesday that it was ready to hand 
over power to a Mtijahideen govt if 
rival factions could arrive at an agree- 
ment on power-sharing, ^^encies 



for the control of the key Pushtoon 
city of Gardez. south of Kabul. 

Pakistan expressed both its desp- 
eration and inability to bring the 
Mujahidfteft^^ pK^i^ lw«t in 
Peshawar to conie to any agreement 
when it issued a statement saying 
that Pakistan would come down 
hard on any party which tried to at- 
tack Kabul. This was the first threat 
that Pakistan has issued to Hek- 
matyar who has been supported by 
Pakistan thraghoj^^ 13-year-oid 
war. 

The Kabul Government is willing 
to allow Masood and his council to 
enter the city rather than Hek- 
matyar's men. Masood said that act- 
ing President Abdul Rahim Hatit^s 
statement on Tuesday calling' for 
Mujahideen Government has fulfil- 
led all the wishes of the Mujahideen. 
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Bagram airbase 
situation still not clear 

Ethno-lingual affinities, instinct 
of survival taking its toll 



From Rahimuilah Yusufzai 

PESHAWAR: The situation at the 
strategic Bagram airbase north of 
Kabul was still not clear amid claims 
and counter-claims by the Hezb-i-Is- 
lami (Hekmatyar) and Prof Rab- 
bani's Jamiat-i-Islami that it had 
fallen to their Miyahideen. 

The Hezb-run Afghan News 
Agency quoted the party chief Gul- 
baddin Hekmatyar as claiming that 
the airbase fell as a result of opera- 
tions by Hezb-i-Islami commanders 
Ustad Parid, Ustad Flateh Moham- 
mad, Engineer Tariq and Shafaq. 

Without naming the Jamiat-i-Is- 
lami, Mr Hekmatyar later in a speech 
on the Mujahideen Radio "Payam-i- 
Azadi" chided the party for falsely 
claiming to have captured Bagram 
airbase. He said it had no role what- 
soever in the fall of the airbase. He 



also questioned reports and claims 
about the dominant role of the said 
party in the operations that led to 
the fall of Mazar-i-Sharif. 

MIDIA, run by Jamiat-i-Islami, 
however claimed that Bagram air 



instead reported events and meetings 
that had taken place in Kabul on 
Wednesday in a manner as if notliing 
extraordinary had happened. 

Foreign journalists, including the 
BBC correspondent, based in Kabul 
meanwhile reported that fighting had 
subsided nor^ of Kabul following the 
fall of Charikar, Jebal-us-Siraj and 
Bagram airbase. The BBC said there 
were reports that the government 
forces near Bagram may have de- 
fected to the Miyahideen from both 
Hezb-i-Hami and Jamiat-i-Islami. 

It appears that the old rivalry be- 
tween Mr Hekmatyar's Hezb-i-Islami 
and Jamiat-i-Islami commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood has been re- 



base fell to its Miyahideen belonging ; vived as various claimants to Kabul's 



to the Supervisory Council of the 
North around midnight on Tuesday 
It based its information on a mes- 
sage by Commander Shafaq, whom 
MIDIA described as a commander of 
the Council. Earlier, Hezb-i-Islami 
had claimed Shafaq as one of its 
commanders. 

Radio Kabul, monitored here on 



throne poised themselves to capture 
as much territory and bases as pos- 
sible in a bid to consolidate their bar- 
gaining positions. New alliances and 
alignments were also being formed 
with the demoralised Kabul Regime 
forces joining hands with one or the 
other Miyahideen party The militias, 
until now aligned with Kabul, have 
also emerged as a major force. The 



Wednesday night, made no mention 

either of Bagram airbase or of militiamen were in fact forcing the 
Charikar and Jebal-us-Siraj towns pace of events by switching their lo- 
which were earlier reported to have calities to the highest bidder, espe- 
fallen to the Mujahideen. The Radio cially in northern Afghanistan. 

An intriguing aspect of the mili- 
tary changes in northern Afghanistan 

^ is the lack of fighting. All accounts of 

THE NEWS INTERNATIOHA!^ the situation there explain that 

changes were brought about when 
1 S AP R 1 S Q Z former enemies became friend either 

on the basis of ethnic or linguistic 



affinity or due to sheer opportunism. 

Dr Najibullah's decision to step 
down has in fact triggered a chain of 
events leading to weakening of his 
government and defection of forces 
which were hitherto loyal to him. 
Afghans, shrewd as they are in the 
event of a crisis, are once more try- 
ing to ensure their survival by forg- 
ing links with the most powerful 
armed groups and individuals. The 
lack of retaliation by Kabul regime 
even in the face of crucial losses also 
explained either its helplessness or 
its approval of the new scheme of 
things. 

Former Afghan prime minister 
Sultan All Keshtmand, now undergo- 
ing treatment in Moscow for gun- 
wounds received in an attack on his 
life earlier in Kabul, also backed the 

"reconciliation" between hitherto in- 
imical forces in northern 
Afghanistan. In an interview with 
BBC Persian service he said the 
move augured well for peace and 
would not lead to division of the 
country as speculated by some cir- 
cles. 

Zahir Tanin, a pro-government 
journalist in Kabul, told BBC Persian 
service on Wednesday that Bagram 
airbase was now in the hands of a 
joint command comprising soldiers 
and Miyahideen belonging to Ahmad 
Shah Masood's supervisory council 
of the North. 

He felt the Mujahideen soldiers 
and militias by joining hands were 
not only avoiding bloodshed but were 
paving the way for peace and recon- 
ciliation. 



Mujahideen advance 
towards Kabul 



FRONTIER POST 



By Our Monitoring Desk 

The latest reports from Afghanis- 
tan say that the Mujahideen forces 
opposed to President Najibullah 
have made substantial advance to- 
wards Kabul, BBC reports. 

This comes at a time when the 
United Nations envoy Benon Sevan 
is back in the region for urgent talks 
to try to resolve the conflict. 

Leader of the Hizb-i-Islami Gul- 
badin Hekmatyar has said his forces 
are preparing to attack Kabul. 
Speaking in an interview with the 
BBC, he said the United Nations 
plan to form a neutral transitional 
council to govern the country would 
take a long time and his group was 
not prepared to wait that long. 
I Afghan News Agency adds: Gul- 
baddin Hekmatyar, the Amir of 
Hezb-i-Islami said that the opera- 
tions that led to the fall of the 
strategic city of Charikar and the 
largest military airbase of Afghanis- 
tan, the Bagram airbase, were con- 
duGted at the initiative of the Hezb-i- 



Islami commanders. Ustad Farid, 
Ustad Fateh Mohammad, Engineer 
Tariq and Shafaq. 

Answering a question about the 
forthcoming offensives against 
Kabul, Hekmatyar said that the 
Mujahideen were systematically 
moving towards Kabul and had 
reached the outskirts of the city. 
However, if the Defence Ministry j 
of the regime announces its surren- * 
der the Mujahideen will hot enter i 
the city by force. If the regime was 
still persisting to cling to power then 
we will have no option than to break 
into the city. 

He said "we have to choose this 
option as the peace process was 
deadly slow and we thought the suf- 
fering of the people should be ended 
forthwith". He repeated general 
amensty to all those who would sur- 
render to the Mujahideen. 

MIDIA adds: Prof. Burhanuddin 
Rabbani, leader of JIA, congratu- 
lated all the strata of the Afghan 



1 



nation, especially the Mujahideen in 
the battlefields, for the recent vic- 
tories and called upon the members 
of the Kabul regime to take advan- 
tage of the general amnesty ex- 
tended by the Mujahideen. 

In a message, he said that the Is- 
lamic revolution of Afghanistan had 
entered into a critical and decisive 
phase. All the people of Afghanis- 
tan, and especially the Mujahideen, 
face a great historical responsibility. 
He said that the recent operations 
of Mujahideen were not mere fight- 
ing but practical steps towards liber- 
ation of oppressed people of Af- 
ghanistan and restoration of peace 
and security in the country. 

The leader of JIA expressed his 
hope that in continuation of Mujahi- 
deen 's great victories in the north of 
Kabul, the last nests of the criminal 
enemies of the Afghan people were 
removed as soon as possible. 



Media confusion 
over Kabul 

F.P. Report 

Speculative and contradictory! 
reports by the electronic media all i 
over the world continued on 
Thursday about the departure of | 
the Afghan president Gen. Naji- 
bullah from Kabul. 

According to a highly placed 
source, the authorities were expec- 
ting "an aircraft" from Afghani- 
stan to land at the Peshawar air- 
port on Wednesday. Hectic activi- 
ties by the Pakistan Air Force figh- 
ters, observed on Thursday mor- 
ning, continued for the whole day. 

An official source, when contac- 
ted, said that these activities by the 
PAF fighters were part of the rou- 
tine exercises and added that these 
had nothing to do with the situa- 
tion in Afghanistan. 
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Masoodmen ■ Red Cross worker shot dead in Maidan 
hold roads 



leading out 
of Kabul 

From Ahmed Rashid 

KABUL — Mtijahideen in con- 
sultation with the Afijhan Armv 
have now surrounded Kabul and 
control all roads leading out of the 
city, except to the south where 
Hizbe Islami forces are massingfor 
the expected attack on Kabul on 
Sunday. Confusion reigned in Kabul 
as contradictory statements about 
Hekmatyar's intentions — one con- 
ciliatory and the other uncom- 
promising — still made it unclear 
whether he would call off his attack. 

On a long tour of all the Kabul 
perimeter where roads lead out of 
the city, it is apparent that in the 
last exhours the army has withdrawn 
and handed over all check posts to 
the Mujahideen who are opposed to 
Hizbe Islami. 

Several hundreds Jamiat Mujahi- 
deen in their battle fatigues but un- 
armed are now freely roaming the 
streets in Kabul. Roaring upto the 
money exchange bazar in jeeps with 
stickers that say SSI love the Jehad 
the guerrillas are freely meeting 
their supporters in Kabul and cut- 
ting deals with government officials. 
Some diplomats say as many as 3(K)() 
Mujahideen including many from 
Hizbe Islami are in Kabul but it is 
impossible to put a figure on them. 

Disciplined Jamiat units have also 
taken up positions on the hills that 
ring Kabul including the hills di- 
rectly behind the Intercontinental 
Hotel where some 200 journalists or 
TV crews are now staying. On the 
two raods that lead to the north, the 
army has withdrawn to inside the 
city and handed over all checkposts 
on the outskirts to the Jamiat fight- 
ers. On the road that goes east to 
Jalalabad and Pakistan, the army 
has also withdrawn to the city and 
handed over all posts to an alliance 
of fighters which is dominated by 
Harkat-e-Islami. To the west of the 
city the Mujahideen have also taken 
total control of the roads. 

At Sarobi, on the road to 
Jalalabad, Mujahideen have now 
formally taken over the dam and 
three power houses that supply elec- 
tricity to Kabul. Harkat disarmed 
thousands of soldiers and sent them 
back to Kabul unarmed in trucks. 
"We now control the whole of Af- 
ghanistan and the regime has col- 
lapsed. We could walk into Kabul 
today without a fight if we wanted 
to," said a confident Harkat com- 
mander. 

Only on the main road leading 



Masood-led Mujahid 
approaching Kabul 



Exclusive 



From Ahmed Rashid in 
Charikar 

KABUL - Walking in single file 
and stretching as far as the horizon, 
a column of 2000 heavily-armed 
Mujahideen marched towards 
Kabul Tuesday from the north and 
camped just 1 2 kilometres from the 
city. 

Commander Mohammad Sharif, 
who led the column, told The Na- 
tion that their leader Ahmad Shah 



Masood had ordered them to halt 
just short of the capital and they 
were awaiting further order. 

Meanwhile, forces opposed to 
Masood led by Gulbadin Hikmat- 
yar were reported to be 25 miles 
south of Kabul and also heading to 
the city. 

With their rucksacks loaded with 
food and spare ammunition, 2000 
men, all belonging to the Jamiat.-i- 
Islami of Masood, had also brought 
with them 10 tanks and heavy 
anillery. 

The Afghan army was allowing 



south to Gardez is the army still in 
positioin some 15 miles to the south 
of Kabul. A long line of tanks and 
heavy arfillery cross the entire valley 
fioor and guard the road that run's 
down the centre of the valley. With 
the army are also some 600 irregu- 
lars belonging to General Dostam's 
Uzbek militia. To the south of the 
army's positions are the forces of 
Hizbe Islami with their headquar- 
ters at Mohammed Aga where on 
Wednesday Vice President General 
Mohammed Rafi met with Hizbe 
leader Gulbaddin Hekmatyar. 
There has been sporadic shelling 
and rocket fire between the two 
forces and last night atleast 12 roc- 
kets were exchanged with their red 
flares easily visible from the Inter- 
condnental's windows. 

It is here that the Kabul regime 
in alliance with the other Mujahi- 
deen parties and the northern militia 
intend to put up niassive resistance 
if Hizbe tries to attack Kabul as it 
has promised to do on Sunday. The 
valley floor that leads upto Moham- 
med Aga offers little cover for an 
attacking force and if the Afghan 
airforce is used there could be heavy 
casualfies. However Hizbe also has 
tanks, heavy artillery and long range 
rockets. 

At a Press conference on Thurs- 
day Vice-President Rafi said that in 
his meefing with Hekmatyar, the 
Hizbe leader had made two'propos- 
als for the formation of an interim 
government of all the Jehad forces 
or secondly the creation of a council 
of the commanders that surround 



Kabul. However the same day 
Hizbe put out a statement from 
Peshawar that if the government of 
Kabul would be attacked on Sundav 
these contradictory statements have 
confused members of the Kabul re- 
gime. 

However there is also intense 
speculanon that a deal had possiblv 
been struck between Hizbe and Rafi 
who is also a Pashtoon and one of 
the founder members of the Watan 
Party. 
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Mujahideen groups 
enter Kabul 

According to a Reuter report 
rival Afghan Mujahideen groups 
and their commanders infiltrated 
Kabul on Thursday as the govern- 
ment tried to make peace with 
hardliner Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, 
who has threatened to attack the 
city. 

With their armies positioned in 
the mountains and valleys around 
Kabul, groups bitterly divided 
along ethnic and ideological lines 
moved quietly into the capital, rais- 
ing the chances of a final bloody 
showdown. 

Guerrillas loyal to Pashtun group 
of Abdul Haq also slipped into 
Kabul on Thursday. 

Abdul Haq's forces control the 
hydro-electric dam at Sorobi that 
supplies Kabul with most of its 
elect i irii\ . 



them through their lines and pick- 
ets of Hikmatyar's Hizbe Islami. 
Those on the Kabul-Charikar Road 
in the morning had melted away as 
the Jamiat forces moved up. How- 
ever, on another road in the north 
Hizbe Islami was reported to be 
moving south to the city and were 
just 25 miles from the outer sub- 
urbs. 

In an interview at Charikar, 35 
miles nonh of Kabul, Masood told 
The Nation that Hikmatyar was a 
war-monger but he admitted that 
Hizbe Islami forces had taken a 
key pass Tangi Wahanjar, 60 miles 
south of the capital which has been 
the outer defence perimeter of the 
Afghan army and had been heavily 
defended. 

However, the capture of the Pass 
could not be confirmed indepen- ' 
dently. Meanwhile, Masood ac- j 
cused Hikmatyar of being unwill- I 
ing to take part in negotiations to I 
form a Mujahideen government in 
Kabul but dismissed Hikmatyar's 
ability to attack the city. 

The inability of the Mujahideen 
parties, based in Pakistan, and 
other Commanders to agree on a 
united plan to form a government 
and the fear that anarchy may 
break out in the city in coming 
days has forced Masood to take the 
initiative. He appears to have the 
full backing of the regime and the 
army which has already said it is 
willing to form a Mujahideen 
government. 

Meanwhile, a worker of the in- 
ternational committee of the Red 
Cross was shot dead in Maidan 
Shah, south of the capital on 
Tuesday. 

The Red Cross officials refused 
to give any detail until the family 
of the deceased had been informed. 
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hting breaks out 
in south of Kabul 

Hezb men advance 10 kms, more Afghan towns fall 



KABUL (AFP) — Fighting 
broke out on Tuesday south of the 
embattled Afghan capital of 
Kabul. 

Fighting was reported 30 kilo- 
metres {18 miles) south of Kabul 
daring the day. Witnesses said 
Kabul government troops were 
fighting mujahideen of Hizb-e- 
Islami of Gulbadin Hekmatyar, 
who were trying to push into the 
capital from the south. 

Witnesses who were in the 
Logar district to the south repor- 
ted government troops firing 
heavy^saivoes of BM-20 rockets. 

Hekmatyar has given an ultima- 
tum to the Kabul authorities, tel- 
ling them to surrender and transfer 
power by Sunday to a council com- 
prising commanders from his 
Hezb-l-Islami and other factions, 
or face attack. 

In Kabul! foreign journalists try- 
ing to drive toward the southern 
approaches of the city said they 
were stopped some 30 kilometres 
{18 miles) from city lines by heavy 



fighting between government 
troops and militia trying to stop the 
advance of Gulbadin Hekmatyar. 

The troops that stopped them 
from going farther said Hekmaty- 
ar's forces had advanced 10 kilo- 
metres (six miles) in the previous 
24 hours. 

To the north and east, however, 
reports poured in of government 
troops and mujahideen from 
groups which are not allied with 
Hekmatyar shaking hands and sav- 
ing they had orders from their 
commanders, mujahideen and 
government alike. 

FP Islamabad Bureau adds: 
Afghan mujahideen have taken 
over Pule Alam, the capital of 
southern Logar province, after the 
surrender of military and militia 
units stationed there, MIDIA 
news agency said on Tuesday. 

The city, located some 50 kilo- 
metres (31 miles) south of Kabul, 
came under mujahideen control 
on Mondav. the agency said. 



adding that Galat, capital of Zabul 
province, further south, had also 
been taken over by the rebels. 

Earlier, the Hezb-i-Islami of 
Gulbadin Hekmatyar said Pule 
Alam was in the hands of its figh- 
ters. 

The Hezb-sponsored Afghan 
News Agency said Hekmatyar's 
men had advanced to a position 10 
kilometres (six miles) from Kabul 
at Soume Duldul in the south, 
after having captured several 
towns and villages. 

Another ANA message recei- 
ved in Peshawar said: Chagh- 
charan, the capital of Ghor pro- 
vince in central Afghanistan also 
surrendered to the mujahideen. 
but details were not immediately 
available. 

It said, the mujahideen after 
capturing Mohammad Agha, have 
also takenover the Kulangar 
district, Kunjak. Tangi Waghjan. 
Zarghoon Shahr district. Deh-i- 
Nau and Mughal Khel. 

ANA said'that the 100 division 



of Laghman has surrendered to the 
mujahideen. along with the 25th 
Sarandoi regiment. Likewise the 
Khad units around Mehtariam, the 
capital city have also joined the 
mujahideen and operations are 
under way to capture Mehtariam. 

All the security posts from Meh- 
tariam to Sarobi district of Kabul 
province have also been captured 
by the mujahideen. 

Meanwhile, an important bor- 
der town with Tajikistan, Sher 
Khan Bandar in the northern Kun- 
duz province was overtaken by the 
mujahideen on Monday. 

Reports wired by the mujahi- 
deen said that they also seized a 
large quantity of arms and ammu- 
nition and forced the commandant 
of the regime forces, Rahim Pha- 
lawan along with six high ranking 
military officials to flee to Tajiki- 
stan. Eminent commanders, who 
took control of the town are Abdul 
Latif Ibrahimi and Abdul Samad 
Maulvizada. 
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Pakhtun intellectuals warn of 
bloodbath in Kabul 



By FAYYAZ AHMAD KHAN 

Pakhtun intellectuals have war- 
ned of bloodbath if any attempt is 
made by non-Pakhtuns to impose 
their government on Afghanistan. 

Commenting on the recent 
reports of an apparant attempt by 
the non-Pakhtuns to capture 
Kabul and keep the Pakhtuns 
away from the government, the 
leaders of public opinion hoped 
that these were not true as, accor- 
ding to them, any stable govern- 
ment in Afghanistan without the 
participation of the Pakhtun majo- 
rity was impossible. 

Afrasiyab Khattak, the general 
secretary of Pakhtunkhwa Qaumi 
Party, observed that though an 
ethnically divided government in 
Afghanistan was not possible yet 
he admitted that the recent devel- 
opment had created anxiety 
among the Pakhtuns, as it seemed 
that there were conspiracies being 
hatched against them. However, 
he said that in the 200-vear historv 
of modern Afghanistan with the 
exception of only a brief period of 
Bacha Saqa, the government had 
always been with the Pakhtuns and 
nobodv had been able to force 



them into submission. "Nobody is 
foolish enough to betray the les- 
sons of Afghan history," he remar- 
ked. 

Criticising the Pakistan's Afg- 
han policy, the PQP leader held 
the government partially responsi- 
ble for the present uncertain situa- 
tion in that country and said that 
Pakistan had never favoured a 
political solution of the problem in 
the past and even now it had been 
ditching one mujahideen group at 
the cost of the other which was 
adding brimstone to the fire. Our 
government had been projecting 
small regional commanders as the 
future Afghan rulers and was 
responsible for chaos in the neigh- 
bouring- country, he observed. 
When, dsked about the chances of 
civil war in the war-torn Afghani- 
stan, he said that chances were def- 
initely there and added that the 
recent coup d'etat there had dis- 
turbed the traditional balance of 
power in the Afghan politics and 
unless this was restored again, the 
chances of a civil war could not be 
ruled out. 

Qalandar Momand, a renowned 
journalist, writer and poet descri- 



bing the recent Afghan situation as 
vague and uncertain, expressed 
the hope that no attempt to install 
a government against the wishes of 
the Pakhtun majority would suc- 
ceed. Those elements dreaming of 
a government in Afghanistan 
without the participation of majo- 
rity, should not forget the lessons 
taught bv Pakhtuns to those who 
dared to invade Afghanistan, opi- 
ned the prominent Pakhtun intel- 
lectual. 

He said that forming a govern- 
ment without the support and con- 
sent of 60 per cent of the popula- 
tion would be a folly and even if 
this blunder was committed, it 
would not last long. 

Syed Taqweemul Haq Kakak- 
hel, another well-known intellec- 
tual and scholar, said that it was 
premature to say anything at the 
moment as the true situation in 
Afghanistan was not clear yet. He 
said that there were claims and 
counter claims and amid them 
truth was hidden somewhere. 
However, he said that ignoring the 
Pakhtuns in any future Afghan set- 
up was not possible. 
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Continued from Page 1 



men could never cross the road as 
rhev had heavy artillery and tanks 
iined up — a fact which we saw en 
route with Hizb-i-Isiami men hud- 
dled on top of old Russian tanks, 
^.tiil in workable condition and fir- 
ing despite their rusted turrets. 

Hekmatyar's Sub-commander 
Zabeeh jumped into our car and 
said he would take us to the bound- 
ary which was under control of his 
men, shortly outside the town of 
Charikar. He stopped about three 
kms from the main garrison camp 
and wished us a happy journey 
ahead. 

In Charikar, held by Masood, 
thousands of armed men were 
roaming around and guarding the 
can\p in sharp contrast to the lean 
attendance in Hekmatyar's camps 
and posts. Loudspeakers were blar- 
ing messages and guidelines to the 
people on how to fight if they were 
forced to. 

When we started our return jour- 
ney towards Kabul and stopped to 
take petrol from a black market 
shop, young Afghans surrounded 
us and wanted to hear the tape- 
recorded interview of their leader, 
Ahmed Shah Masood, which he had 
recorded a short while ago. 

On the way back we turned 
towards the Bagram air base which 
is also controlled by Masood's men 
but its outskirts are under Hek- 
matyar. As we entered the area and 
crossed a check post without stop- 
ping, a guerilla shot a Kalashnikov 
burst, warning us to stop. We 
immediately did. As we introduced 
ourselves he was so happy he took 
us to his commander, HamiduUah, 
who controls the Bagram air base 
area. 

Hamidullah said his men were 
having talks with the present 
authorities in Kabul and they had 
set the condition that if the Dostum 
militia and the Babrak Karmal men 
were thrown out of their coalition, 
the Masood and Hekmatyar groups 
could join hands and jointly march 
onto Kabul from the north. 

Hamidullah said the Hekmatyar 
forces were already lined up north 
and south of Kabul and they would 
be taking part in the initial attacks. 
His men were 50 kms away and 
they would not be involved ini- 
tially. 

After visiting the ground posi- 
tions of the two groups, we realised 
it was clear that Masood and his 
men held the artery to Kabul and 
Hekmatyar can only temporarily 
cut it. Once the main battle begins, 
Massod's men would over whelm- 
ingly outnumber Hekmatyar in the 
northern sector, opening up the 
supply line from Mazar-i-Sharif to 
Kabul. 

Hekmatyar has his strength in 
the south of Kabul and that is 
where he would be making the ini- 
tial run on Kabul. 



' Commander Masood's 

TV call for calm 

Kabul war planes 
head for Hekmaty 
ar-held positions 



KABUL (AFP) — Fighter planes 
took off from the Afghan capital 
later on Saturday shortly after the 
announcement of a six-member 
commission headed by Mujahideen 
Commander Ahmad Shah Masood 
to administer Kabul. 

Foreign Military experts here said 
the planes were headed for positions 
held by Masood's rival Gulbadin 
Hekmatyar whose troops have been 
massing to the south of Kabul. 

Diplomatic observers vie\yed the 
announcement of the six-member 
commission as a virtual "counter- 
coup" with Hekmatyar's men being 
completely ignored. 

Masood was designated Defence 
Minister in an announcement car- 
ried by national television. 

"Every commander in Kabul 
should maintain peace and calm", 
Masood said in the message read out 
by his Political Adviser, Abdul Re- 
hman, on television. It was the first 
time a Mujahideen activist had ap- 
peared on national television. 

The gunfire erupted shortly after 
7:00 am (1430 GMT) in what ap- 
peared to be celebration of the 
Mujahideen takeover of the Capital 
but firing from heavy weapons re- 
placed it and continued until 9.30 
pm (1700 GMT). 

The sky was alight with tracer bul- 
lets, flares and rocket rounds as the 
unprecedented , broadcast was re- 
layed from the television station 
which was taken over by Mujahi- 
deen troops earlier in the day. 

The intense firing was raging 
around government complexes close 
to an Agence France Presse office 
in Kabul's diplomatic Wazir Akbar 
Khan district. 

In Peshawar, Hezbe Islami leader 
Maulvi Younas Khalis condemned 
developments in Kabul and directed 
his commanders to avoid siding with 
Masood or Hekmatyar. 

Our Monitoring Desk adds: In an 
attempt to bring order to Kabul, the 
new Commission or Council set up 
at a meeting in Pakistani city of 
Peshawar has taken one of its first 
decision. 



According to BBC, the Head of 
the Council who has still not for- 
mally taken over power, named 
Ahmed Shah Masood as Defence 
Minister, entrusted the security of 
Kabul to his Mujahideen and called 

upon them and the armed forces to 
obey him. 

The fact that the Head of the 
Council has handed over the respon- 
sibility of security in the Capital to 
the Mujahideen and not to the police 
and armed forces shows that police, 
army and administration have col- 
lapsed. 

Masood controls the airport and 
his men have recovered some posi- 
tions from guerrillas loyal to Hek- 
matyar. But it is still far from clear 
how much trouble Hekmatyar can 
cause. 

If Masood is able to restore order 
in the Capital, the new Council will 
still have the problem of rebuilding 
the administration. 

Mujahideen leaders who domi- 
nate the Council have been quarrel- 
ling with each other for 13 years. 
They will also have now to come 
together to restore the government 
control over the other cities of Af- 
ghanistan which are, at present, in 
the hands of various alliances of 
their own field commanders. 

Fighters loyal to Commander 
Masood are in control of most of 

the strategic crossroads in the City 
Uzbek militia force loyal to Com- 
mander Masood holds the airport 
and radio station. 

Most of the different groups that 
control the areas of the city came 
down from the north. Shi'ite'groups 
also hold some areas of Kabul. 

Eariierin the day rebel supporters 
paraded through the streets of 
Kabul chanting "long live Mujahi- 
deen' and 'down with Com- 
munism". Crowds of the people 
were waving the green flags of 
Islam. Mujahideen stood on the top 
of the buildings that used to belong 
to the ruling party. 
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Masood's troops 
enter Kabul 
perimeter 



KABUL, April 22: Top 
Afghan Mujahideen com- 
mander Ahmed Shah 
Masood met on Wednesday 
with the UN special 
negotiator on Afghanistan, 
Benon Sevan, as scores of 
his troops entered Kabul's 
perimeter peacefully. 

"By the grace of God there 
has been no fighting," Masood 
told journalists in the town of 
Charikar, some 80 km north of 
the capital, where he met 
Sevan, who arriyed there by a 
government helicopter. 

However, the commander told 
journalists before the meeting with 
Sevan that some of his men had 
been present when government 
troops repulsed an attack at Tangi 
Wahjan, some 50 km south of the 
city. 

Journalists, returning from the 
meeting to Kabul, reported hund- 
reds of Masood troops walking 
towards the city, and later they 
could be seen ranged along a moun- 
tain crest visible from a hotel win- 
dow. 

Scores had entered the streets, 
but they had left their arms at 
checkpoints outside the city, wit- 
nesses said. 

It was not clear why the troops 
were ranged along the southwest- 
ern Paghman Hill line, "behind 
which is a patchwork of Mujahi- 
deen troops. 

The contents of the talks bet- 
ween Sevan and Masood, who has 
proposed a Mujahideen govern- 
ment in Kabul, were not 
immediately known. • 

However, Masood told reporters 
he was "very hopeful" that a 



unified council could be formed 
among Mujahidefen, and advised 
Hekmatyar to go to Peshawar and 
talk with other Mu j ahideen leaders 
to try to reach an agreement rather 
than launch an offensive. 

Hekmatyar has threatened to 
attack Kabul by Sunday if the 
regime there does not give up 
power to a Mujahideen council. 

In Kabul, Afghan Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdul Wakil, who has also held 
talks with Masood, told a Press con- 
ference that Kabul residents 
should be assured that the defence 
of the city was in government's 
hands. 

Mujahideen groups should also 
be assured of this, Wakil warned, 
adding that any attack by Hek- 
matyar would be repulsed. 

Masood,. however, told jour- 
nalists he had made no" direct con- 
tact with Hekmatyar, adding that 
his radio telephone was out of the 
range of his rival leader's tele- 
phone. 

Sevan spoke with the Mujahi- 
deen over lunch in the home of a 
rice mill owner in Charikar, rented 
by Masood. He told the gathered 
commanders that there "are two 
ways to enter Kabul. Talks and go 
inside, or you can fight each other." 

"It is time for everyone to talk," 
he added. 

The UN representative also 
brushed off questions about the 
fate of former Afghan president 
NajibuUah, ousted last week, as "a 
secondary issue". 

The most important issue to 
resolve today is the fate of 
Afghanistan," he added. 

Masood said he felt the possibi- 
lity of a neutral council to stand as 
an interim government in Kabul, as 
suggested earlier by the United 



Nations, had been taken over by 
events. 

Asked if he would fight Hek- 
matyar if the southern Mujahideen 

leader refused to enter talks, he 
replied: "We are trying to solve this 
problem through negotiations and 
talking. I believe and am hopeful 
that a consensus can be reached 
with Mr Hekmatyar." 

The thin, bearded Masood, 
named the "lion of Panjshir" after 
the valley he defended from Soviet 
troops during their occupation, 
then repeated a statement Sevan 
had made in February: "The peace 
train has already departed. Who- 
ever gets on, get on. Whoever does 
not, has missed the train." 

Sevan, for his part, repeated that 
there was no rigid UN peace plan. 

"Nothing is dead," the UN offi- 
cial said. "When you pick up 
clothes in the shop, you take the 
ones that fit." 

A journalist in Charikar said the 
town bristling with armed Mujahi- 
deen, and a few government sol- 
diers, but that all appeared peace- 
ful, with traffic policemen calmly 
directing traffic and the shops 
open. 

Sevan landed at a military air- 
base nearby in a Soviet-made 
helicopter, with other helicopters 
flying escort, and was brought to 
Masood's headquarters in the Gov- 
ernor's House by a military jeep. 

In Kabul itself, city streets were 
semi-deserted as the capital held 
its breath, awaiting developments. 

Tanks were stationed, one at 
each intersection, on either side of 
the city block holding the com- 
pound where Najibullah is 
believed to be holed up. — APP/ 
AFP 
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Mujahideen asked 
not to attack 
Kabul 

The high Tribal Shoora of Afg- 
hanistan, has requested the muja- 
hideen not to attack Kabul and 
expressed its support for UN peace 
formula for Afghanistan. 

A statement issued by the 
shoora said: "Afghanistan has 
reached a very sensetive phase of 
its history where its integrity is at 
stake. The shoora felicitates muja- 
hideen on their victories in various 
part of Afghanistan. 

The shoora requests all mujahi- 
deen and heroic Afghan nation to 
protect the independence and ter- 
ritorial integrity of the country and 
pay no attention to the poisonous 
propaganda by the foes. 

Prevent the foreign intervention 
in any form. 

Our nation should show tole- 
rance and refrain from acts that 
create differences and disunity 
among our people. 

The shoora requests the mujahi- 
deen not to attack Kabul so that 
bloodshed and looting be avoided. 

The shoora respects the historic 
city of Kabul as it belongs to all the 
tribes of Afghanistan and have no 
intention to attack it. If attacked 
this will lead to the killing of inno- 
cent people. 

The shoora believes that despite 
the lack of unity among the muja- 
hideen based in Peshawar and 
Teheran, they will back and accept 
the United Nations 5 points for- 
mula for the peaceful settlement of 
Afghanistan problem. The shoora 
recommends that the United 
Nation should be given time for an 
interim set-up acceptable to the all 
people of Afghanistan. 

The shoora explicity declares 
that any administration or interim 
government formed on the basis of 
one party and representing selec- 
ted people of Afghanistan, will not 
be acceptable to Afghans and will 
have no legitimacy. 

The shoora requests all country- 
men, mujahideen and mujahideen 
commanders to be conscious of all 
conspiracies being hatched agaisnt 
them. 

The shoora sincerely requests all 
the Jehad leaders to refrain from 
selfishness and help Benon Sevan 
in achieving a political solution to 
Afghanistan problem. 
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Fareed Mazdak likely 
to replace Najib 




From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR — Fareed Mazdak, 
a voung progressive political activist 
is likely to be made as a new head 
ot the Afghan government. 

Sources disclosed that young 
Mazdak belonging to minority Tad- 
jik tribe was named as head of the 
Council which was controlling the 
administration. However, it could 
not be confirmed whether Fareed 
Mazdak was made head of the milit- 
ary council or of four-member coun- 
cil of the ruling Watan Party. He 
belongs to Parwan province of Af- 
ghanistan. 

Fareed Mazdak who was a close 
associate of former Afghan Presi- 
dent Babrak Karmal was Secretary 
General of the Youth Wing of 
People s Democratic Party of Af- 
ghanistan and had remained its cent- 
ral committee member since 1986. 
He become member of the ruling 
Watan since its inception in early 
1990 after failure of Shahnawaz Tani 



led coup attempt against Dr NajibuI- 
lah government. 

The official Radio Kabul in its 
broadcasts on Friday, released a 
number of messages of Fareed Maz- 
dak and other senior military offi- 
cials, requesting the armed forces to 
prevent entry of the Mujahideen 
into the city. The citizens were also 
asked to accelerate efforts for resto- 
ration of a peaceful atmosphere in 
the country. 

On the other hand whereabouts 
of the former President Dr Najib 
were still unclear. Some reports 
state that he fled to a neighbour 
country while Voice of America in 
its evening Urdu bulletin stated that 
he was still in Kabul. It was specu- 
lated that Dr Najib had not resigned 
but a coup was staged against him 
by his Foreign Minister Mr Abdul 
Wakeel with the help of dissident 
military troops led by Gen.Nabi 
Azemi, Gen. Asif Delwar, Gen, 



Baba Khan and Gen. Momin. 

The sources further stated that 
former Security Minister, Gen. 
Ghulam Farooq Yaqoobi had not 
committed suicide but was shot 
dead. 

The sources said that Defence 
Minister Gen. Aslam Watanjar had 
also received bullet injuries. Both 
the Generals were considered close 
associates of Afghan President Dr 
Najib. 

The Peshawar based Al-Bunyan 
news services in its reports on Friday 
stated that Mr Watanjar had been 
killed but also mentioned reports of 
other sources which stated that he 
was injured and was under treat- 
ment in a military hospital. The said 
agency alleged that sensitive fileds 
of the security iforces had been taken 
to Mazar Sharif, being jointly con- 
trolled by Rashid Dostam troops 
and Jamiat-i-Islami of Mujahideen. 

It was further stated that Foreign 
Minister Mr Abdul Wakeel arrived 
in Charikar, capital of Parwan pro- 
vince in Northern Afghanistan for 
holding important talks with emi- 
nent resistance leader Ahmad Shah 



Mahsud. Sources told The Nation 
that Mr Ahmad Shah Mahsud di- 
rected Mujahideen not to launch at- 
tack on Kabul city. 

The United Nations Secretary 
General's Special Representative 
Mr BenoaSeven is still in Kabul and 
is reportedly struggling to airlift 
former Afghan President Dr Najib 
from Kabul to another country. But 
some military and ruling Watan 
Party officials were reluctant to 
allow Mr Benon Seven for doing so. 
The said redical Parcham leaders 
wanted trial of Dr Najibullah, the 
reports added. 

Meanwhile, normal situation was 
reported in Kabul but most of the 
people feared imposition of martial 
law by the loyal forces to Gen. Nabi 
Azemi. However, United Nations, 
Pakistan and other concerned quar- 
ters had spurred their efforts for 
transfer of power to the 15-member 
Interim Council in order to save Af- 
ghanistan from further bloodshed 
but some of the Peshawar based rad- 
ical resistance leaders were creating 
obstacles for these peace-loving 
forces. 



Sacked Afghan envoy 
given refuge in India 

Indian plan to rescue Najib fails? 



OPA 

NEW DELHI: Afghan ambassador to 
India Ahmed Sarwar who deserted 
his post after president Nsgibullah 
tried to flee Afghanistan, has been 
given safe refuge in India, officials 
said Friday. 

Sarwar, brother-in-law of Njyibiil- 
lah, left his official residence within 
the embassy compound in New Delhi 
Friday after anticipating 'trouble 
from staff members,' a foreign office 
spokesman told reporters. The 
Afghan ambassador was moved to an 
undisclosed place for safety but has 
not sought political asylimi in India, 
the spokesman said. 

Earher the United News of India 
had quoted an Afghan embassy offi- 
cial as saying that Sarwar moved out 
of his official residence to an un- 
known place with his wife and two 
daughters. He was accompanied by 



the wife and three daughters of Na- 
jibullah, who have been in New Delhi 
for the past month ostensibly on 
"health grounds." Mrs Njyibullah and 
Mrs Sarwar are sisters. 

An embassy official said three 
private vehicles came to the Afghan 
embassy at 2.30 am Friday to pick 
up the members of the two families. 
Sarwar haijded over charge of the 
embassy to coimsellor Ziauddin 
Nassery who said his predecessor 
was 'persona-non-grata' and that he 
longer had diplomatic status. 
Nassery said it was up to the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees to give Sarwar either 
'refuge or asyltun.' 

Meanwhile, an Indian newspaper 
reported Friday that India planned to 
rescue deposed Afghan president 
Nsyibullah and fly him here, but 



botched the attempt. 

The 'Indian Express' said the plan 
was to 'smuggle out' Najibullah, 
whose ouster was announced Thurs- 
day, in a UN chartered plane the pre- 
vious night. The attempt was foiled 
when news of the plan leaked to the 
Afghan armed forces, who prevented 
Nayibullah's departure on the plane 
parked at Kabul airport, the daily said 
in a fit)nt-page report. 

A battery of intelligence officers, 
and home and foreign ministry offi- 
cials waited eight hoiurs Wednesday 
night at a military airfield here to re- 
ceive Nagibullah before realising 
"something was seriously amiss," the 
Express said. 

It quoted intelligence soiu:ces as 
saying some Indian officials had 
"botched up the entire planning" of 



the rescue attempt, resulting in its 
failure. Indian officials had no imme- 
diate comment on the report, wtdch 
followed widespread speculation that 
New Delhi woiid be his most proba- 
ble destination were he to step down 
and leave his country hidia had been 
sympathetic to the Soviet-installed 
Nsyibullah regune and hosted the 
Afghan leader on state visits in the 
past. 

A senior Foreign Ministry official, 
however, ruled out Thursday the pos- 
sibility of India granting political asy- 
hm to Nagibullah saying he could 
come here only as a refugee. The of- 
ficial said it was not New Delhi's pol- 
icy to give political asylum, nothing 
that "such facilities" had not been 
granted even to Tibetan spiritual 
leader the Dalai Lama, who escaped 
to India after a failed 1959 uprising 
against Chinese rule. 
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Plea for control by local Mujahideen 



KABUL, April 24: An Afghan 
Mujahideen commander, his men 
in control of the eastern 
approaches to Kabul, said on Fri- 
day that the capital belonged by 
right to local guerillas and not to 
squabbling politicians from out- 
side. 

Malawi Sediqullah, religious 
leader of Mujahideen deployed 
along Kabul Gorge, east of the capi- 
tal, said he had proposed to other 
regional commanders that they 
move jointly to take control of the 
city. 

Only those who had fought long 
and hard — first against the Soviet 
forces, then against Afghan army 
units — around Kabul could now 
claim the prize, he said. 

"The security of the city must be 
in control of the commanders," 
Sediqullah said, adding he had 
begun to spread his plan among 
Mujahideen groups circling the 
city. 

"My last word is that Kabul com- 
manders should control Kabul and 



other leaders should go back to 
their own regions," he told the 
Australian Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion in an interview. A videotape 
was made available to Reuters. 

His defiant comments reflected 
the confusion and complexities as 
the Kabul government and leading 
Mujahideen groups try to broker 
the handover of power to the 
guerillas. 

Sediqullah, a member of the 
Pashtun nationalist Harakat fac- 
tion, made clear there was no room 
for Muslim radical Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar, who had set a Sunday dead- 
line for Kabul's surrender. 

And he dismissed Hekmatyar's 
powerful Tajik rival, Ahmad Shah 
Masood, saying his native Panshir 
Valley should be "enough for him". 

Nonetheless, Sediqullah's sec- 
urity plan included local Masood 
commander Anwar, as well as half a 
dozen others. All Hekmatyar's 
people were cut out. 

Sediqullah's field commanders 
said on Friday they had up to 3,000 



men at their disposal, but a tour of 
the area revealed several hundred. 
Others were said to be dug in along 
the road to Jalalabad, out of sight 
and awaiting orders. 

Whatever their numbers, any 
armed push into central Kabul 
would not come cheap. 

Government soldiers and their 
Uzbek allies, the Dostum militia 
manned checkpoints less than one 
km away. Hekmatyar's hardline 
Hezb-i-Islami, poised to the south, 
was also likely to resist a local 
takeover by force. 

Sediqullah's men, preparing for 
Friday prayers, said they were con- 
fident they could take several army 
posts, their assigned targets, in less 
than two hours. Most said they 
expected to be in the city centre by 
Sunday — one way or another. 

"When we start fighting, we will 
capture the posts. Nothing will stop 
us," said Amir Mohammad, his men 
gathered around him with piles of 
automatic weapons and rocket- 
propelled grenades. 



20,000 guerillas 
move quietly into Kabul 



Once in control of the city, the 
top figures could come in and sort 
out a new government, they said. 

Their bellicose talk belied the 
generally relaxed atmosphere now 
taking hold in war-weary Kabul. 

The central bazaar and the city's 
main mosque were alive with activ- 
ity on Friday, fuelled by rising 
hopes that a peaceful resolution to 
the crisis was now at hand. 

"Peace is coming. Today, tomor- 
row, we don't know. But peace is 
coming," said one shopkeeper. 

His optimism and that of others 
in the bazaar reflected word that 
Hekmatyar had finally dropped his 
ultimatum and agreed to join peace 
talks. 

In his camp by the swollen Kabul 
river, Sediqullah said there was no 
time to waste in filling the power 
vacuum left by the virtual abdica- 
tion of strongman Najibullah. 

"Time is very short. Every com- 
mander has his finger on the trig- 
ger. They are waiting for the shoot- 
ing." — Reuter. 

DAWN 

25 APR 1992 



From Ahmad Rashid 

KABUL: In a creeping coup, some 
20,000 Miyahideen have quietly en- 
tered Kabul and now control most of 
the suburbs as the army willingly 
hands over positions to them. The 
government controls only a three- 
nule radius from the centre of the 
city. 

The presence of rival Miyahideen 
groups inside Kabul raises the spec- 
tre of clashes between group. 'The 
security belt around Kabul is out of 
control and everyone is coming in 
now, Raz Mohammed Pakhtin, the 
Interior Minister said. 

Western diplomats said it is 
preferable that the Migahideen enter 
over time rather than roar in all at 
once, so that Kabul's 2 million resi- 
dents can acijust to their presence. 

Some 5,000 guerillas from 
Ahmed Shah Masood's Jamiat-i-Is- 
lami group now patrol the streets of 
Khair Khana, a southern suburb, and 
occupy hiUs overlooking the Inter- 
continental Hotel where some 250 
journalists are staying. Guerillas 
from all other parties have moved 



forces into the suburbs where they 
have their tribal or ethnic brothers. 

There are at least 20,000 Mu- 
jahideen in the city with more arriv- 
ing every hour. Some 30 teenage 
boys, bent double under the burden 
of heavy machine-guns, rocket 
launchers and packed ammunition 
pouches, stand guard outside a 
mosque in Dasta Barchi, a south- 
western suburb of Kabul. 

Anti-aircraft guns are positioned 
on the mosque roof. The mosque is 
the headquarters of the pro-Iranian 
Hizbe Wahadat, the Shia group made 
up largely of Hazaras from central 
Afghanistan. Commander All Rizia 
says he has 6,000 men inside Kabul 
who are protecting Hazara localities 
in the city. 

"Fbr the past week we have been 
moving forward quietly, occupying 
all the suburbs under our influence. 
There is total unity between us and 
other Mujahideen groups and the 
army and if anyone tries to attack us 
* we will jointly resist him", he said. 
"But there will be no fighting, every- 
thing is peaceftd." 

Dasta Barchi, with its narrow 



streets, baked mud houses and tiny 
shops, was calm and the bazaar was 
doing roaring business as hundreds 
of armed Mq^deen milled around. 
However, the chances of an attack 
have increased with the presence of 
thousands of Hizbe Island fighters 
scattered around the city. At least 
430 armed Hizbe fighters were 
lodged in a government building in 
the centre of town. 

Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, the Hizbe 
Islam! leader, who has given a Sun- 
day deadline for the regime to hand 
over power to him and for Mr Ma- 
sood to withdraw his forces from 
Kabul, is being helped by hardline 
Pathan leaders from the ruling 
Watan party to prepare for a possi- 
ble counter-coup. 

The Kabul garrison commander. 
General Nabi Azimi, held meetings 
all day Friday with senior generads 
and Migahideen commanders who 
are opposed to Hizbe Islami. Inside 
the military compound there are also 
large numbers of Masood's guerillas, 
who are cooperating with the army. 



East of Kabul, Afghanistan's second 
largest city of Jalalabad fell yester- 
day to a coalition of Mujahideen 
groups after six army generals sur- 
rendered without a fight. Soldiers 
were being demobbed by the Mu- 
jahideen and were being sent back 
home. 

However, there is now intense 
military pressure on Mr. Hekmatyar 
to stand down from his threat to at- 
tack. With the army and other Mu- 
jahideen working already together 
in Kabul, any counter-coup attempt 
would be unsuccessful although 
there would be massive bloodshed. 



nr. 
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The media circus in Kabul 



From Kaleem Omar 

KARACHI: Pomposity, in any shape 
or form, is to be welcomed because 
it gives one a chance to take a swipe 
at it. So I was delighted to read a 
headline in a Karachi newspaper on 
Thursday (thank God, it wasn't this 
newspaper, though it could just as 
easily have been) proclaiming: "Our 
man in Kabul." Oh, goody, I thought, 
Kabul's bound to fall now! 

As a people, we tend to take our- 
selves much too seriously, and jour- 
nalists are no exception to the rule. 
Indeed some of us journalists have 
such an inflated idea of our own im- 
portance in the scheme of things 
that we think the world revolves 
around us, instead of the other way 
round. "Sir, I exist," cried the man to 
the universe. "However," replied the 
universe, "this fact has not created in 
me a sense of obligation." 

From which you will have gath- 
ered that I wasn't really surprised 
when I saw that headline, nor, I ex- 
pect, were other readers. Still, I 
couldn't help wondering why the 
newspaper in question chose to 
make such a big deal of the fact that 
they had sent one of their corre- 
spondents to Kabul. I mean, it's not 
as if their correspondent is the only 
foreign joumaUst in Kabul; there are 
said to be something like 80 of them 
there now, including several from 



Pakistan. 

My cousin Ahmed Rashid, for in- 
stance, who files for the London In- 
dependent and for a Lahore newspa- 
per, has been in Kabul for the past 
several days, as have Derek Brown 
of the Guardian, Mark Tully of the 
BBC and many others — so many 



moon; and while Kabul may seem far 
away to some, it's not that far away 
In the years since the Soviet invasion 
of 1979, hundreds of foreign jour- 
nahsts must have visited Kabul and 
other parts of Afghanistan in pursuit 
of that one thing any journalist 
would give his eyeteeth for ■— a good 



that they're all probably tripping story Some of them have also writ- 
over each other now in the mad 
scramble to get a story This, how- 
ever is not to say I wouldn't like to 
be there myself, scrambling away 
with the rest of them, rushing here, 
rushing there, buttonholing stray 
passers by in the street for a useable 
quote, badgering officials for infor- 
mation, cursing the local telex sys- 
tem, and all the time wondering what 
Ahmed Shah Massoud was up to. 
But even if I were there, the one 



ten books about their experiences in 
Afghanistan and the war there, in- 
cluding Sandy Gall of ITN and 
George Amey of the BBC. 

The other thing about the present 
media circus in Kabul is that it's 
nothing unusual. Representatives of 
the international media always flock 
to wherever the action is, descend- 
ing on this or that place in droves as 
soon as a big story breaks. 

When the BCCI story broke last 



thing I wouldn't want to discover on year, dozens of foreign journalists 

my return is that my newspaper had rushed to Karachi, lured here by a 

advertised my arrival in the Afghan cover story in the July 29 issue of 

capital with a headline reading: "Our Time magazine about a so-called 



man in Kabul" — or any other head 
line for that matter. So what I say is: 
go to Kabul, by all means, and file 
your story, or even fifty stories, but 
don't make a song and dance siout 
it. As the famous ad for Heineken 
beer put it, "Grandpa Heineken al- 
ways used to say: if you want to 
make a great beer, don't make a 
fuss." 



black network". Time claimed that 
the "1 ,500-employee" black network 
was "operating primarily out of the 
bank's offices in Karachi" and had 
"used sophisticated spy equipment 
and techniques, along with bribery, 
extortion, kidnapping and even, by 
some accounts, murder." 

The story brought foreign jour- 
nalists from all over the world flock- 



"Our man in Kabul" smacks of ing here like so many vultures eager 
^?!!^^"® having landed on the to feast on a iuicv rpmse. Their en- 
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thusiasm was somewhat dampened, 
however, when they discovered that 
the total number of BCCI employees 
in its three branches in Pakistan 
(Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad) 
was only 800. 

"Where is the 1,500-employee 
black network?" a disappointed for 
eign journalist asked me. "Ask Time 
magazine," I retorted. 

As it so happens, even 
Afghanistan featured in the Time 
magazine story Said Time: "The So- 
viet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979 
and the resulting strategic impor- 
tance of neighbouring Pakistan ac- 
celerated the growth of BCCFs 
geopolitical power and its unbridled 
use of the black network. Because 
the US wanted to supply the mu- 
jahideen rebels in Afghanistan with 
Stinger missiles and other military 
hardware, it needed the fiill cooper- 
ation of Pakistan. By the mid-1980s, 
the CIA's Islamabad operation was 
one of the largest US intelligence 
stations in the worid." 

Just how the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan "accelerated the growth 
of BCCTs geopolitical power" is any- 
body's guess. Or was this Time's way 
of saying that the key to the BCCI af- 
fair was in Kabul? Perhaps the media 
circus now gathered in Kabul woul( 
like to check this out. If nothing else 
it would make a sensational, albei 
''oir v^at unbelievable, story 



Kabul living on its nerves 



From Derek Brown 



KABUL: This city which used to 
thrive on its wits is now living on its 
nerves. 

Government has broken down. 
There is little sign of military 
authority. Hour by hour, the 1.5 
million people wait for the vacuum 
to be filled, but they have no idea 
what will come. 

"Are our troubles over?" a shop- 
keeper asks anxiously. "I do not 
know what is happening in my 
country". There is no answer to 
offer. 

Afghanistan's new strong man, 
Mujahideen commander Ahmed 
Shah Masoud, remains in his head- 
quarters in Jabal-os-Siraj 60 km 
north of Kabul. He now says he has 
turned against the United Nations 
peace plan for an interim administ- 
ration, and wants to see a new 
Islamic — but not fundamentalist 
— government installed in Kabul. 

But for the moment the hiatus 
continues and so does the tension. 

The old regime, meanwhile, has 
crumbled almost completely, the 



Foreign Ministry on Monday was 
all but deserted, with a few rooms 
occupied by officials with nothing 
to do but warm themselves on small 
electric fires. 

Abdul Qayoumi, the amiable 
head of the ministry press centre, 
insists that every member of the 
government is working hard — too 
hard to spare time for interviews. 
He is making a brave effort to con- 
duct business as usual. 

His office is issuing cards to the 
swarm of visiting journalists, label- 
led "tentative ID card". Everything 
in Kabul is tentative now. 

The famous free money market 
where hard currency can be 
exchanged for many times the offi- 
cial rate of 50 afghanis to the US 
dollar, is now mainly a clearing 
house of gossip. A few dealers 
remain but business is slow. 

It's the same story on "Chicken 
Street", the surreal market for 
smuggled goods and curious. Most 
shops are firmly shuttered but here 
and there dealers with desperation 



in their eyes, still peddle woollen 
goods and furs, carpets and 
brassware. 

Yet more freakish are the groc- 
ery stores crammed with irrelevant 
luxuries from toilet rolls to caviare. 
The city is horribly short of food 
but you can still buy 24 cans of min- 
eral water for 16,000 afghanis, a 
small pot of caviare for 10,000 or a 
packet of Dunhill International 
cigarettes for 1,400. 

The faces of the traders brighten 
when told there are at least 70 
foreign journalists in town. But the 
international press corps has no 
time for souvenirs. Most are find- 
ing their own desperation in a tele- 
phone system which has aU but bro- 
ken down, and telex machines 
which send, if they send at all, only 
garbled nonsense. 

The frustration is increased by 
the difficulties and danger of 
travelling. 

The road to Masoud, the man 
everyone wants to meet, is effec- 



tively cut by checkpoints of the 
Hizbe Islami, a Mujahideen group 
and Masoud's implacable rivals. 

More Hizbe units are said to be 
taking up positions to the south. 

Between Masoud and the capital, 
are formations of Uzbek militia led 
by former government general 
RAshid Dostan. These are the most 
feared and ferocious fighters in the 
country. 

Having fought brutal campaigns 
for former President Najibullah, 
they have deserted him and are 
now a key element in the coalition 
emerging around Masoud. 

More Uzbeks are guarding Kabql 
airport, and preventing the possi- 
ble flight of Najibullah, who has 
been in hiding at the UN headquar- 
ters here. 

There is no visible evidence of 
anti-Najib agitation and only a 
handful of soldiers lounge outside 
the UN compound. For the former 
president, as for every Kabuli now, 
there is nothing to do but wait. 
Dawn/The Guardian News Servic 
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f^Quietest takeover of modern war history 
Key ministry buildings opened to Mujahideen 



abul falls 
Mujahideen 



KABUL'-Thousands of Mu- 
jahideen look control of the centre 
of Kabul on Friday, gaining total 
control of the country and the capi- 
tal. 

However, the confusion in Pe- 
shawar about the new Mujahideen 
government has left a serious vac- 
uum of power in the city. 

Hizb-e-Islami guerillas took over 
the Ministry of Interior Building 
after talks with the army and the 
Interior Minister across the centre 
3f town. Mujahideen from every 
<nown party and some from par- 
:ies that I had never heard off were 
walking around with troops and 
government officials and casually 
mounting guard along with regular 
troops. 

Tanks and armoured cars charged 
through the streets loaded with 
soldiers shouting that the war is 
over. It was the quietest takeover of 
a capital city in modem history. 
There was no shooting, no casual- 
ties and so far the peace is holding 
between the various groups. 

Hizb commanders said they had 
orders from Hikmatyar to hold 
their positions in the centre of town 
and not to resist unless they were 
attacked. Although there was in- 
tense fraternisation going on be- 
tween Mujahideen and the army, 
there was little fraternisation be- 
tween the Mujahideen group them- 
selves. 

At least 30,000 Mujahideen are 
expected to be in Kabul by Satur- 
day evening and they are all wait- 
ing for their leaders to come to the 
city. 

It is now clear that the military 
accord between the army and the 
Mujahideen had been worked out 
at least one week before and much 
before there was any political 
agreement between the various 
sides. The key to the entire peace- 
ful liberation of Kabul was Garri- 



son Commander-General Nabi 
Azimi who met with all Mu- 
jahideen field commanders as they 
entered the city. 

General Azimi ordered his troops 
first to withdraw from all the ap- 
proach roads into Kabul and then 
to open the doors of all ministries 
and army barracks to the Mu- 
jahideen. Jamiat Mujahideen have 
occupied most of the military bar- 
racks that ring the city and clearly 

the army is more willing to do a 
deal with Masood than with any 
other party. 

However, the confusion in Pe- 
shawar has worried officials be- 
cause there appears to have been 
no accommodation made in the Pe- 
shawar Council for members of the 
Afghan Army or the bureaucracy. 

Kabul is now a liberated city but 
without a government and without 
an effective administration. The 



Ahmed Rashid 

in Afghanistan 



Mujahideen have so far maintained 
peace but how long this calm can 
continue unless a government is 
quickly constituted remains the ke>^ 
question. ' 

The Interior Ministry was taken 
over by Hizb-e-Islami while the 
Jamiat took over the Defence Min- 
istry and the central armoury in the 

city. There was a standoff for a few 
minutes when a group of Hizbe ar- 
rived but the Jamiat commander 
simply told his Hizbe counterpart: 

"I am sorry we got here first." The 
TV station and Radio station was 
taken over by Jamiat forces and the 
Uzbek Militia and both went off 
the air. 

Foreign Minister Abdul Wakil 
was driving around town in his 



black Mercedes asking the soldiers 
to allow the Mujahideen to take 
over the building. 

In Microyan where most gov- 
ernment officials live, people were 
genuinely scared shutting windows 
and doors of their flats in the large 
blocks that make up the Microyan 
Complex. The Bazar was quickly 
closed down and the money market 
run by Sikhs was shut down also. 

Repons from Charikar said that 
Masood had spoken to Hikmatyar 
on Friday and given him an ultima- 
tum that either he desist from at- 
tacking Kabul or he would move 
into the city. 

It is apparent now that the move 
into the centre of Kabul was first 
started by Jamiat who mobilised 
their forces early in the morning. 

The other parties then followed 
suit. Friday evening eight heli- 
copters with Jamiat troops landed 
at Kabul airport and these heli- 
copters are expected to work 
throughout the night to bring 
Jamiat men from Charikar and Ja- 
bel Saraj North of Kabul. Thou- 
sands of Jamiat men were loading 
into lorries and were trucked down 
to Kabul. 

Reporters who spoke to 
Masood said he was still concerned 
about Hikmatyar's threat to attack 
the city that is why he moved into 
'Kabiirbn Saturday M^asood is not 
expected to enter the city until the 
Mujahideen government formed in 
Pakistan arrives in the city. Masood 
is cooperating closely with the 
Afghan Army and the Airforce. 



Mujahideen 

surround Russian 
Embassy 

KABUL (AFP)- Afghan Mu- 
jahideen troops Saturday sur- 
rounded the heavily fortified Rus- 
sian Embassy in the northern sub- 
urbs of Kabul, but a Western 
diplomat here assured that "they 
are friendly." 

The diplomat, who was in touch 
with the embassy by telephone, 
quoted his Russian counterpart as 
saying "yes it is true that we are 
surrounded, but they are Hezbi 
Wahadat. and they arc friendly." 

The Hezbi Wahadat is a Shia 
Muslim faction, closely allied to 
Iran. 

The Russian Embassy had hastily 
evacuated more than 250 people 
from its embassy, but about 25 
Russian diplomats are believed to 
remain in Kabul. 

An AFP correspondent talked 
with a correspondent of the Rus- 
sian news agency ITAR-TASS late 
Saturday morning, but the corrc 
spondent said that at that time a! I 
was quiet. 

Most diplomats in the capital 
have rushed to their embassy com- 
pounds. 
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e over Kab 

Kabul stands divided as Jamiat, Hezb forces draw daggers; 
Masood secures most of the strategic locations; Hekmatyar 

grabs interior ministry building 





KABUL: Hea\ni3r amed rival Mcgahideen £aK^;kHffl t(K^ <mit Kalwl Saturday 

racing to grab strategic locations of the capital. The govmsi^txo^ ei- 
ther fled or mingled with the Miyahideen. 

The bulk of MiyaMdeen entering the deserted Kabul said they were loyal 
to Jainiat-e-Islami commander Ahmed Shah Masood. But some said they be- 
longed to Gulbaddin Hekmatyar's Hezbe Islami. 

It was unclear if the events in Kabul had scuttled the peace plan worked 
out less thaa 24 hours earlier by the Mujahideen political leaders. Hekmat- 
yar had not ftffly Ija^sed ^ plan which his group in Pakistan denounced 
Saturday 

Most of the government buildings including Presidential Palace, Kabul 
airport, defence ministry, radio and television centres appeared to be under 
Masood's control The interior ntinistry buildl]^ hoiirfve]; to H^CBOt- ; 

yar's troops. 

""I am very happy to be here now that the communist government is 
gone," said a 22 year old Masood loyalist standing in frgnt of a former Soviet 
army base wtth a kia^in&Ofv ^ung on his shouI<»r. 

The Hezbe Islami troops at dawn on Saturday moved to cut the eastern 
approach to the capital and seized the ministry taking control of its 300 men 
and big store of arms and anununition. . 

Col Habib Noor, an interior misisbcy a®ci|jlsaid that there was no lilt- 
ing except for the warning shots that tiie Mt^afaideen fired in air before en- 



Situation confusing 




The situation in Kabul continues 
to be unclear. Even though the 
State TV announced two edicts pur- 
ported to be issued by Mujaddadi, 
he himself is not in Kat*i. " ' 

Reports from Peshawar say he is 
likely to fly to Kabul some time on 
Sunday. 

Sounds of gun fire heard in the 
.\fghaff capital sfre another source 

of confusion. While the people are 
celebrating the Mujahideen vic- 
tory, unconfirmed reports said 
rival militias were fighting each 
other. 

Forces loyal to Shah Masood 
were reported to be in control of 
the Presidential Palace, \mt 



Engineer Hekmatyar said his 
forces controlled Kabul. 

Commander Ahmed Shah 
Masood told a Press Conference in 
tW!f**ff*?ffr#*abut IftatHfekmatyar 
was trying to stage a coup in Kabul 
in connivance with former dictator 
Dr Najibullah. He said that his 
forces wouidbave to ««^upx f»wer 
to pt^^eftt ffekraatyar from fulfil- 
ing his dreams. Commander^ 
Masood said that Hekmatyar had 
sent unarmed groups of his follow- 
ers to occupy the Presidential 
Palace. He said that Hekmatyar 
group had been provided with arms 
and ammunition by a faction of 
former f^^C<Ma|^ij^st party. 
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tering the building. 

One fighter who refiised to give his name said 300 Mujahideen arrived 
at the ccHnplex two dag® ago and were cooperating with soMers there. An of- 

txisr 9»lf neiM^BwAntf Tebete were present at the ministry where at least six 
gim mounted armoured persoimel carriers were parked. 

A Renter photographer who flew in Kabul by helicopter with Masood's 
Mujahideen from their base ^ CMieitimr reporter RWfe tiun 100 Ii«cv- 
Uy armed Masood loyal fighters were holding the airport. 

Kabul garrison was reported to be in the hands of Masood and its allied 
militia commander Rashid Dostum. But government soldias sat GSk flie waUs 
"lauj^iing and talking to the Migahideen" a witness said. 

"nte tense standoff at ttie Prwidential palace with rival Mujahideen taking 
over different approaches to the building lasted about three hours. Scattered 
shooting was heard before the Jamiat forces took control of the palace. 

A reporter standing just outside the high inm gates of tito pitQe mm 
about 20 of Masood's guerillas suddenly appear inside the pala^ gKnauls. 
A Masood man said they had slipped in through a back gate. 

Another reporter later said he had seen 20 Hezb Mv^yUxltai talraig up 
positions at one of the main gates. 

Jamiat fighters in jtm^e camouflage were also manning tlie Pti^toon- 
istan Square outside the main gates to Presidential Palace. 

A member of the presidential staff told reporters the Watan Party polit- 
bureau had met earlier in the day and would make an announcement soon. 
Party sources said it was likely the Watan leadership would dissolve the party 

Foreign Minister Abdul Wakil was seen leaving the palace complex in a 

.....^l . - " see next page 
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Fierce street battles 

rage in Kabul 

Heaviest battle around Balla Hissar; Masood's coalition forces 
holding on to presidential palace; rockets screech above capital 



Agencies 

KABUL: Fierce fighting broke out Sunday after- 
noon in the streets of Kabul between rival Mu- 
jahideen factions as battle for capital began to 
take shape. 

The clashes were intense around a complex of 
four hospitals in central Kabul including a chil- 
dren's hospital. 

Residents of the area on the edge of the diplo- 
matic enclave of Wazir Akbar Khan said the fight- 
ing involved intense rocket, tank and machine 
gimfire. 

Sketchy reports said Miyahideen owing alle- 
giance to commander Ahmed Shah Masood were 
battling with regime soldiers who had sided with 
his arch-rival Gulbaddin Hekmatyar. 

Much of the fighting was centered on a mili- 
tary hospital which is. near three other hospitals 
including the Indian-bmlt Indira Gandhi CMdren's 
Hospital. 

Observers in Kabul said Hekmatyar's Hezb-i- 
Islami troops had taken position on a nearby 
mountain and were directing tank fire at Masood's 
formations in the city centre. 

Ahmed Shah's forces said Hezb-i-Islami, their 
bitter rival, was strong to the south of the city and 



firing tanks fi-om behmd a ridge. "We're not 
pulling back. We're staying in our place," one 
Jamiat guerrilla said. Small buildings inside the 
palace compound were on fire, Renter photogra- 
phers reported. But it appeared that Masood's 
forces had succeeded in repulsing the HIA attack. 
Rockets could be heard screeching above Kabul 
but it was not clear who was firing them. 

The centre of the city appeared to be largely 
under the control of the new Islamic government. 
The steady sound of machine gun fire resounded 
in the city Sunday afternodn as tanks near the 
radio station fired back at the Hezb on the hill. 

Meanwhile, amid rapid developments in the 
capital, troops of northern Miyahideen Comman- 
der Ahmed Shah Masood wrested the presidential 
palace from rival troops of Gulbuddin Hekmat- 
yar's. 

The palace was captured after a two-hour bat- 
tle as UN Secretary General, Boutros Ghali called 
for an immediate ceasefire. 

Masood and allied troops said through inter- 
preters that Hekmatyar had tried to pull off a 
'coup' citing the attempted Hezb occupation of 
the palace complex. 

Renter correspondent, Guy Dinmore said Ma- 
sood's men appeared to have regained fiill control 



by midday. 

The Jamiat troops and their allies from a 
northern coalition headed by Uzbek Militia com- 
mander Omar Agha were bringing in fresh rein- 
forcements from Mazar-i-Sharif and Charikar. 

According to other reports, coalition fighters 
following famed guerrilla leader, Masood, said 
that men loyal to Hekmatyar, who refused to ac- 
cept the structure of a Mi\|ahldeen council to take 
power after 14 years of bloody civil war, attacked 
two main points in Kabul. First, they hit the pres- 
idential palace from vdiich they were evicted on 
Saturday by the coalition forces. 

Then they attacked Bala Hissar, an old citadel 
and once the seat of power in Afghanistan, coali- 
tion fighters said. The heaviest fighting was 
around Bala Hissar An^jo. 

According to another report by the Afghan 
News agency, after facing a stiff resistance firom 
the militia forces, the He^ Miyahideen had taken 
over the Balla hissar Fbrt. 

Earlier, fighting erupted inside the Afghan 
presidential compound in central Kabul as the 
new Islamic government fought off attacks by 
hardline fundamentalist guerrillas, witnesses said. 

see next page 



Miyahideen groups take over Kabul 



Continued from Page 1 

Mercedes. It was unclear whether 
other party officials remained in the 
compound. 

An armoured personnel carrier 
with Jamiat fighters stood guard on 
the road leading leading to the for- 
eign ministry and outside the central 
bank. 

Militia troops under the com- 
mand of Uzbek commander Abdul 
Rashid Dostam were reported in 
dear control of the radio and televi- 
sion stations. 

Intense small arm fires broke out 
around the Kabul radio station Sat- 



urday evening but were punctuated 
by heavy weapons which appeared 
to be rocket propelled . However, 
Radio Kabul continued to broadcast 
normal programmes and Afghan 
television was showing a feature 
fihn. 

Two guards were killed and two 
wounded as the Hezb troops threw 
open the gates of Pule Charkhi 
prison allowing everyone out. 

The Miyahideen also surrounded 
the heavily fortified Russian embassy 
in the northern suburbs of Kabul. 
But a western diplomat in touch with 
the embassy by telephone quoted his 
Russian counterpart as saying, "Yes, 



we are surrounded but they are 
Hezbe Wahdat and they are friendly 

The Russian embassy had hastily 
evacuated more than 250 people 
from its embassy but about 25 Rus- 
sian diplomats are believed to re- 
main ui Kabul. 

Most foreign missions rushed 
their diplomats firom their suburban 
homes to their central mission com- 
plexes. 

The Iran-backed Hezbe Wahdat 
was also positioned near an army 
check-post close to government's 
military college southwest of the city 
The fighters said they were cooper- 
ating with Masood. 
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Mujahideen 
council members 
fail to fly to Kabul 

From Rahlmuilah YUsyfzai 

PESHAWAR: The 50-member Mu- 
jahideen commission headed by Prof 
Sebghatullah Mojadeddi could not fly 
to Kabul on Sunday as the scheduled 
C-130 flight was cancelled due to un- 
specified reasons. 

The Pakistan Air Fbrce pilots v^o 
were to fly the plane said lack of 
ni^flight operation facilities for C- 
130 airoaft at Kabul airport had led 
to the cancellation of the Alight They 
said the plane was to fly back to Pe- 
shawar after transporting the Mu- 
jahideen to Kabul but this was not 
possible due to the delayed departure. 

Hie C-130 Hercules plane, parked 
at the PAF base in Peshawar, has been 
waiting here since Saturday. Its de- 
parture was scheduled and re-sched- 
uled quite a few times coi Saturday By 



Mujahideen council 
members fail to fly to Kabul 



Please also see Page 12 



Continued from Page 

come bid them farewell. Those fly- 
ing to Kabul also brought their bag- 
gage, saying they were going for 
good. 

"It is an emotional occasion for 
me as I am going to Kabul after 17 
long years," remarked Mohammad 
Yasir, a leader of Prof Sayyaf 's Itte- 
had-i-Islami. He recalled how he 
fled to Pakistan at the age of 21 
along with Gulbaddin Hekmatyar, 
Burhanuddin Rabbani, etc following 
a failed Islamic uprising in 
Afghanistan. 

Gen Yahya Nauroz, who in the 
past served as a military adviser to 
Prof Mojadeddi, was also planning 
to fly home. He waited for more 
than two hours with a number of 



6 pm, it was clear that the plane 
would not fly. 

Another reason for the cancella- 
tion of the flight could be the uncer- 
tain situation in Kabul Reports reach- 
ing Peshawar said fighting was going 
on in certain parts of Kabul and its 
suburbs. It was also said that planes 
landing and taking-off at Kabul's 
Khwsya Rawash airport were being 
fired at by the supporters of Hezb-i- 
Islami chief Gulbaddin Hekmatyar. 

It was earlier said that the C-130 
plane may fly to Bagram airbase or 
the Dehdadi airport in Mazar-i-Shanf 
in northern Afghanistan where sup- 
porters of Januat-i-I^ami commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood and militia boss 
Rasheed Dostum were in control. Mu- 
jahideen sources in Peshawar how- 
ever ruled out such a possibility, in- 
sisting that the plane would fly to 
Kabul. 

Talking to journalists earlier on 
Sunday, Prof Mojadeddi said he was 
determined to re^ Kabul to under- 
take the transfer of power and try to 
restore peace in the capital. He said 
he and the 50 members of the com- 
missk)n ^o were to ensure transfer 
of power in the next two months 
would not be scared by threats hurled 
by certain people. 

About 160 Afghans who were to 
accompany Prof Mojadeddi, induding 
the members of the annroisi^on, had 
earlier driv^ to Peshawar airport to 
fly to Kabul. Many more had 
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Mujahideen officials at the airport 
in the hope that the flight would 
eventually take off. 

Earlier, several Miyahideen lead- 
ers met at the University Town res- 
idence of Prof Mojadeddi and dis- 
cussed his travel plans and the work 
of his 50-member commission. It 
was decided that five officials fi'om 
each Mujahideen party would ac- 
company Prof Mojadeddi to Kabul. 
Others on the flight were Mu- 
jahideen guards and Prof Mo- 
jadeddi 's staffers. 

Posters and pamphlets proclaim- 
ing the communiques of Prof Mo- 
jadeddi regarding the setting up of 
the sLx-member security council for 
Kabul under commander Masood's 
leadership were also being flown to 
the capital for distribution. It was 

Om^ 27 APR 15 



learnt that pictures of Miyahideen 
leaders were also being transported 
in the C-130 flight. 

Prof Mojadeddi's bungalow was 
crowded the whole day on Sunday 
by journalists, his partymen and 
other Miyahideen leaders and their 
supporters. Some of his followers 
kissed Prof Mojadeddi's hands as he 
prepared to leave. 

A large number of vehicles were 
parked outside to escort him to the 
airport. 

The Pakistan government had 
also sent police vehicles to escort 
Prof Mojadeddi. Pakistani officials 
said full protocol was being ex- 
tended to Prof Mojadeddi in his ca- 
pacity- as the new head of the gov- 
ernment of Afghanistan. 



Fierce street battles rage in Kabul 
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Several hundred men loyal to the 
new defence minister, Masood, were 
fighting with automatic weapons and 
rocket-propelled grenades ag^nst^ 
Hezb-r^lanu guerrillas 

Renter's photographer Richard 
EUis gave another account of the 
fighting that Uzbek militia men under 
northern commander Rashid Dostum 
were reportedly under attack at Bala 
Hissar from Hekmatyar men sta- 
tioned in two-storey shophouses 
across the street. 

Ellis said the Uzbek militia opened 
one of the wrought iron gates of Bala 
Hissar, screamed themselves into a 
firenzy and with TVurbans flying, tore 
down the road in their tennis shoes 
firing firom the hip. 

The Uzbeks said there were dead 
Hekmatyar men inside the shop- 
houses but no one had gone ia to find 
out how many 

"We want peace and they want 



war" said one Uzbek. One of Ma- 
sood's men told a western reporter 
his group had lost 40 men killed in 
the fighting but there was no immedi- 
ate confirmation. 

Kabul residents had expected a 
■ BaMe for controToflife capital Be- 
tween the new ruling coalition and 
Hekmatyar's men following a tense 
Saturday. All shops were closed al- 
though there were plenty of people 
on streets before the fighting erupted 
with rockets whistling overhead and 
the noise of batde all around the cen- 
tral bazaar which lies between the 
scenes of the worst battles. 

Only moments before people were 
handing bright red flowers to Ma- 
sood's men guarding the Kabul 
provincial headquarters. 

All smiles, Masood's men draped 
the flowers over their armoured per- 
sonnel carriers and some even stuck 
them in their gun barrels. 

Hospital sources reported four 
dead and 27 wounded in a long tense 



day noisy with gunfire but with little 
real fighting. 

Masood said the coalition had sent 
its men into Kabul reluctantly but had 
no option because of Hekmalyar's re- 
fusal to agree on a Miyahideen coun- 
oL 

"All the other parties are with me 
except Hekma^" Masood said. 

Casualty figures were hard to ob- 
tain. A spokesman for the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red Cross 
said their one hospital had treated 27 
wounded of whom four had died. 

Scattered fighting was reported 
near the Bulgarian and Polish em- 
bassies, with the most intense near 
the latter where Hezb-i-Wahdat troops 
were trying to flush the area of He:^ 
i-Islami loyalists, diplomats said. 

Residents of Kabul staged a hosde 
rally outside the Russian embassy in 
the city 

Russian television said all 147 
staff members at the embassy were! 
stiU in the Afghan capital. 
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KABUL, April 26: The 
Afghan capital on Sunday 
witnessed fierce clashes 
between the rival Mujahi- 
deen groups trying to gain 
control of strategic installa- 
tions. However, Ahmed 
Shah Masood's men almost 
flushed out Hekmatyar 
from the best part of the 
city. 

Reports from the souti^ of 
capital said Hekmatyar had 
launched his much-expected 
offensive from the Dasht 
Sakhawa side where he was 
pitched against the army and 
Dostum militia. 

As dawn broke, Kabul was 
drowned in heavy rocket and artil- 
lery fire which was difficult to 
make out from the firing in the air 
that went on for the whole night. 

The first clash between Masood 
and Hekmatyar men took place on 
the northern side of the Presiden- 
tial Palace which is under Control 
of the Masood men. After a 20- 
minute gunbattle, Hiz-i-Islami men 
were defeated, 50 taken prisoners 
withabout 20 escaping. There were 
no casulties. 

On the road next to the Presiden- 
tial Palace, the Masood coalition 
men arrested another five Hizb-i- 
Islami people and captured an 
armed personnel carrier. 

Heavy gunfire and exchanges 
were taking place in the eastern 
side of the city near Darul Aman, 
the defence ministry headquarters 
where Hekmatyar men were resist- 
ing the takeover by the fighters 

who now control all strategic places 
except the interior ministry in the 
centre of Kabul. 

A 3-hour trip by a group of news- 
men around the presidential 
palace, the French embassy, the 
United Nations office, the Khad 
headquarters, the Indian and 
Pakistani embassies and the gover- 
nor of Kabul's office showed 
Masood's men in full control. 

Only at the interior ministry, we 
saw Hekmatyar's men holding 
guard but there was no fighting. In 
fact, just the opposite building was 
under Masood's men and both 



sides were sitting on each side of 
the road without any sign of ten- 
sion. 

Rocket fires from the eastern 
side were heavy throughout the 
morning and the Jamhuriat hospi- 
tal in the central district reported 
three children dead and nine 
others, including two women and 
three children seriously hurt by 
rockets falling in their homes. 

Doctors told the newsmen some 
bullet injuries had also been com- 
ing to their emergency ward. 

The pattern of fighting this morn- 
ing clearly established the new 
defence minister Ahmed Shah 



From Shaheen Sehbai 

on rockets and heavy artillery strafed the area with machine gun 

shells. '^^^ rocket -propelled gre- 

Diplomatic sources said the Hek- nades. The battle l aiied for more 

matyar men were trying to take than two hours, 

control of the radio and TV station, There were no immediate 

now under control of Masood and reports of casualties, but the Red 

his five-man command council. Cross said seven rebels died out of 

nominated by Sibghatullah Mujad- nearly 50 it treated since the fight- 

dedi on Saturday. ing broke out. 

The 50-member council along The situation on the ground was 

with Mujaddedi was also expected as confusing as the complex web of 

. ■ A shifting alliances that have gov- 

totlv into Kabul any time m the day , ^. • . ,,^«.,r,o ,v. 

, -. . . /u tr 1 . erned the Mujahideen groups in 

despite the threat bv Hekmatyar , . r ^«^;„c.«^ ^^k^ 

, 1, J. 1 J their 14-vear-long war against the 

government in Kabul that capitu- 
lated on Saturday. 



that it would not be allowed to land. 

The aircraft was clearly under 
control of the Masood men and 
planes of all kinds, jets, transport 



Masood as the man in charge of aircraft and even air gunships have 

Kabul contrary to all claims of Mr been flying over Kabul since Sun- 

Hekmatyar day morning indicating that the 

The story of how the Mujahiden Hekmatyar threat was not serious, 

captured the Afghan capital on Defence Minister and the man in 

Saturday was revealed by diploma- command of the Kabul government 

tic sources to journalists which Ahmed Shah Masood, meanwhile, 

turned out to be an interesting has asked all the Hekmatyar men 

piece of military leadership by to leave their positions in Kabul 

Masood and his men. and go back, so that peace could 

Hekmatyar, the sources said, had return to the city after 14 years, 

infiltrated his men inside Kabul A diplomat said the forces of 

thr^e or four days ago and they Hekmatyar had also been divided 



were waiting for the signal. The 
former defence minister Watanjar, 
interior minister Pakti, chief of 
state police Sarandoi and some 
other Pakhtoon generals and politi- 
cians had secretly assured him 
their support. 

On Saturday, these generals and 
ministers ordered their men to sur- 
render their weapons to the Hek- 



Kabul radio announced that, on 
the orders of Afghanistan's new 
leaders, anyone going against the 
newly-formed security commission 
in Kabul, could be killed. 

It said that what it called ele- 
ments still loyal to deposed presi- 
dent NajibuUah had been pushed 
back and security was normal 
inside the city. 

It appeared that the Kabul was 
firmly in command of troops of 
Masood and his allies. 

Truck loads of reinforcements, 
most of them from the Hezb-i- 

Wahdat, could be seen coming into 
the northern edge of the city. 
A convoy of International Com- 



and some of them had joined the 
new government. This was evident 
from the interior ministry where 
the two sides were holding out their 

positions in total peace, as if they mittee of the Red Cross jeeps were 

never had problem of control. seen going its way cautiously 

Agencies add: Large areas <.t the through the city. But the Mujahi- 

city, later in the day was reported deen appeared to be obeying 

calm but heavy fight ing was under- broadcast of Kabul radio, whcih is 

way in rockets of the city. in Masood's hands, late on Satur- 

, ^ An AFP reporter who drove day saying foreigners were to be 

matyar people and they ^j^^^^ .^ ^^.^urbs reported a col- safeguarded, 

immediately started taking over ^^^^^^^^ ,.^,^^g build- Kabul residents had expected a 

mstaUations including some build- ^ear the presidential palace, battle for control of the capital bet- 

mgs of the defence ministry, it was uncleai what was on fire, ween the new ruling coalition and 

interior ministry, the police head- Newsmen saw smoke pouring Hekmatvar's men following a tense 

quarters, education ministry and from one corner of the presidential day on Saturday, 

other installations. palace and from a residential area ^11 shops were closed, although 

It was almosta coup as Kabul was about two km south of it. there were plenty of people on the 

waiting for the 50-member council jt was unclear who attacked first, streets before the fighting erupted, 

to come and take over but Hek- ^ut coalition soldiers said they ^jth rockets whistling overhead 

matyar had already taken some aimed to sweep Hekmatyar's men and the noise of battle all around 



parts of the city. 

This was follow by the counter ^'"^ ""^y^' , . .^Hl 

coup by Ahmed Shah Masood who TX 

ordered his men to move in, fast. ^^^^ ^P^'^^^ ^^^^' ^PP^^^^^^^^ 

They spread out throughout the areas to the south of the cit3 

city and took control of the palace, ^^^^^ ^^^^^ p«'ckets of Hezb-i 

the parliament and senate, central oppoj^ed to the new gov p;7v^ncial'headuq"ar7ers 

committee of Watan Party, and er"'"^"^ created by an alliance oi 

Bala Hisar fort area. six groups. 

By the afternoon, heavy fighting At leat three of Masood's tank 

was going on in the eastern Bala pounded Hekmatyar's positions 

Hisar area amid continuous firing outside the compound, and fighters 



the central bazaar, which lies bet- 
ween its two scenes of the worst 
battles. 

Only moments before, people 
were handing liright red flowers to 
Masood's men guarding the Kabul 



All smiles, Masood's men draped 
the flowers over their armoured 
personnel carrier and some even 
stuck them in their gun barrels. 

see next page 
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(Continued from Page I) 
Drake said several hundred men 
loyal to the new defence minister, 
Ahmad Shah Masood. were figh- 
ting with automatic weapons and 
rocket-propelled grenades against 
Hezb-i-Islami guerillas. 

About one mile south of the 
palace, Masood's forces were 
coming under fire from tanks of 
the Hezb-i-Islami. 

Small buildings inside the palace 
were on fire, Reuter photogra- 
phers reported. But it appeared 
that Masood's forces had succee- 
ded in repulsing the Hezb attack. 

Rockets could be heard scree- 
ching above Kabul but it was not 
clear who was firing them. The 
centre of the city appeared to be 
largely under the control of the 
new Islamic government whose 
leaders are still in Pakistan. 

According to AP, smoke was 
seen rising from ridges along the 
southern edge of the city, near 
Hekmatvar's base. Smoke was 
also coming from an area near the 
former communist party central 
committee building, adjacent to 
the huge presidential palace. 

A Masood fighter sitting on a 
tank near the palace said that Hek- 
matyar's men had penetrated the 
compound but were caught. There 
were no immediate reports of 
casualties. 

Hekmatyar fighters were seen 
running toward the nearby foreign 
ministry building and other 
government offices. Sporadic 
explosions and the staccato of gun- 
fire could be heard throughout the 
area. 

Masood's helicopters buzzed 
overhead throughout the skirmish 
and army transport planes were 
flying out of the city. Masood figh- 
ters apparently were still holding 
the palace compound. 

An AFP reporter who drove 
round most of Kabul city early 
Sunday said that the city appeared 
to be firmly in command of troops 
of Masood and his allies. Trucklo- 
ads of reinforcements, most of 
them from the Shia Hezb-i-Wah- 
dat, could be seen coming into the 
northern edge of the city. 

A group of doctors on their way 
to the military hospital confirmed 
that the fighting was most intense 
around the interior ministry and 
near the radio station. 

The Jamiat troops and their 
allies from a northern coalition 
headed by Uzbek militia comman- 
der Omar Agha, were bringing in 
fresh reinforcements from Mazar- 
i-Sharif and Charikar by AN-32 
Soviet-build transport planes and 
by helicopter. 

The two allied groups hold the 
adjacent military and civilian air- 
ports, but Hezb troops were holed 
up with government generals 
allied to them in the interior mini- 
stry near the Indian embassy. 

Scattered fighting was reported 
near the Bulgarian and Polish 
embassies, with the most intense 
near the Polish embassy where 
Hezb-i-Wahdat troops were trying 
to flush the area of Hezb-i-Islami 
loyalists, diplomats said. 



In quiet areas children were 
playing football and people wal- 
king to vegetable markets but in 
the areas of heavy fighting the 
streets were almost deserted. 

Some 50 fundamentalist Hezb-i- 
Islami mujahideen surrendered 
Sunday to forces of Commander 
Masood. diplomats said. 

One Western diplomat said 
some Hezb units had allied them- 
selves with Masood troops. 

At 9:50 am (0520 GMT) a MiG 
fighter jet streaked into the sky 
and the sound of bombs dropping 
could be heard. Heavy artillery, 
rocket and tank fire resounded 
near the diplomatic suburb of 
Wazir Akbar Khan but it was 
unclear who was firing at whom. 

The International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) said they 
admitted only three or four casual- 
ties Saturday night, but that at 
least 27 wounded were admitted 
early in the morning. 

At the northern end of Kabul, a 
Russian diplomat said by tele- 
phone that the area around the 
heavily fortified embassy was 
calm. Shia Hezb-i-Wahdat troops 
encircled the embassy and the 
nearby Polish mission late Satur- 
day afternoon, and were in the 
words of one diplomat there "very 
polite." 

Kabul radio, broadcasting for 
the first time for the "Islamic state 
of Afghanistan" carried congratu- 
lations to the Masood forces from 
Pakistani and Iranian prime mini- 
sters Nawaz Sharif and Ali Akbar 
Hashimi Rafsanjani. The broad- 
cast said that Rafsanjani appealed 
to mujahideen leaders to give 
more representation to Shias in the 
proposed interim government. 

From Pakistan, Hekmatyar's 
party said in a statement that it 
would shoot down any plane that 
tried to fly into Kabul carrying the 
51 member council. 

As heavy street fighting raged 
into the night Sunday, the Red 
Cross hospital admitted 186 woun- 
ded by midday and cars carrying 
injured could be seen driving up to 
an old Russian hospital where the 
green Islamic flag had replaced the 
national flag. 

"I estimate it will take Masood's 
Jamiat at least four days to clean 
out" Hekmatyar's Hezb, one for- 
eign military attache said. 

Kabul television made no men- 
tion of the chaos in the city nor 
reported fighting between Hezb 
and Jamiat to the south and west of 
the city. 

The battle for Kabul appeared 
to confirm the worst fears held by 
many diplomats that a new civil 
war would start. Commenting on 
the intense firing late Sunday, 
diplomats noted that much of it 
was, in the words of one, "Not 
fighting, just shooting — they are 
playing like children." 

A second diplomat agreed that 
much of the shooting was the result 
of "boredom, excitement and ner- 
vousness," but added that it could 
be a Jamiat strategy to try to keep 
underground Hezb here from sho- 
wing their heads. 



Kabul radio announced that a 
six-member council had taken 
over the city with Masood as its 
defence minister. 

Fierce fighting was also reported 
Sunday afternoon around a com- 
plex of four hospitals in central 
Kabul. 

Sketchy reports said mujahi- 
deen of Masood were battling with 
regime soldiers who sided with 
Hekmatyar. 

Much of the fighting was cente- 
red on a military hospital which is 
near three other hospitals inclu- 
ding the Indian-built Indira 
Gandhi Children's Hospital. 

The posidon in Kabul Sunday 
evening was unclear. Dostam's 
troops told reporters that they 
believed former defence minister 
Aslam Watanjar, former vice-pre- 
sident Mohammad Rafi and ex- 
interior minister Raz Pukteen 
were holed up in the interior mini- 
stry. 

Residents of Kabul staged a 
hostile rally outside the Russian 
embassy in the city. Russian televi- 
sion monitored in London by the 
BBC, said participants voiced 
threats against Russians inside the 
building. It did not say how many 
people took part. The television 
said all 147 staff members at the 
embassy were still in the Afghan 
capital. 

Latest from warfront 

An official of Jamiat-i-Islami in 
Peshawar said that the situation in 
Kabul was calm by evening. He 
said that his party commander 
Anwar reported to the Jamiat 
office on wireless that the crossfi- 
ring stopped by 6.30 pm. 

Hezb sources did not confirm 
the report and said the Gilam Jum 
militia, a partner of the allied 
force, continued shooting to 
harass the Kabul residents. 

The source said that the four- 
kilometre area between Kabul air- 
port and the Pukhtoonistan 
Chowk remained the main centre 
of the bloody fighting. All the imp- 
ortant government offices, such as 
the ministry of finance, planning, 
civil aviation, presidential palace, 
radio and television stations, mili- 
tary club, the offices of the central 
committee of the Watan Party, the 
headquarters of intelligence ser- 
vice, KHAD and other important 
installations are located in the 
area. The US embassy is situated 
near Kabul airport while the Fort 
Balahisar is four kilometres away 
from Pukhtoonistan Chowk. The 
ministry of interior is on the oppo- 
site side of the fort about three 
kilometres on the eastern side of 
Pukhtoonistan Chowk. The Indian 
embassy is located near the mini- 
stry of interior. 

Fort Balahisar, according to 
Hezb sources, was taken over by 
Hekmatyar forces on Sunday after 
a fierce fight with the allied forces. 
The Jamiat sources denied the 
Hezb claim. 

However, independent sources.^ 
confirmed that the ministry of intie- 
rior was under the Hezb control. 
The Jamiat spokesman said that 
the presidential palace was under 



the control of its forces. The 
Jamiat claim seems to be true as 
the Hezb spokesman said that the 
presidential palace was in control' 
of his party on Saturday. Kabul 
airport was already under the con- 
trol of the allied forces. 

The Hezb source further saidi 
that over 5,000 Gilam Jum mihtia 
men were dropped by the helicop- 
ters in Kabul on Sunday who gave 
a tough time to the Hezb mujahi- 
deen who were advancing till 
Saturday. "They are trying to force 
the Hezb mujahideen to retreat 
out of Kabul," he remarked. The: 
Hekmatyar spokesman believed! 
that the Gilam Jum militia mem 
were being brought from Mazarl 
Sharif the stronghold of Gen. 
Dostam. 

The independent sources said 
that the Soviet-trained milida, 
Gilam Jum, under the command of 
Gen. Abdul Rashid Dostam had 
inflicted heavy attacks on the Hezb 
forces. They also terified the civi- 
lian residents of Kabul. "The civi- 
lians are locked up in their houses 
due to the terror resorted to by 
Gilam Jum", the Hezb official 
said. 

Jamiat sources in Peshawar clai- 
med that the communist leaders of 
the Khalq facuon of the People's 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan 
backed the forces which wanted to 
take over Kabul by hook or by 
crook. The Jamiat official said that 
these forces, an indirect reference 
to Hekmatyar fighters, were repul- 
sed from the southern part of the 
presidential palace on Sunday. 

It is interesting to note that the 
Hezb leaders have been accusing 
the allied forces of being in coll- 
aboration with the communist lea- 
ders of Parcham faction. They 
believe that Babrak Karmal, a for- 
mer president of Afghanistan who 
was installed by the Soviet Union, 
was backing Commander Masood. 
They also named Gen. Dostam, 
who was with Najibullah till two 
months back, to prove their claim 
that the communists were backing 
the allied forces. Commander 
Masood said on Saturday that 
Hekmatyar in collaboration with 
Najibullah had planned to stage a 
coup in Kabul. 

Jamiat sources also said that the 
minister of interior Raz Pakteen 
helped Hekmatyar forces to cap- 
ture the ministry building. Pak- 
teen, they say, is a known commu- 
nist of Afghanistan. 

Jamiat also claimed that the for- 
mer defence minister Aslam 
Watanjar was on the back of Hek- 
matyar. Masood's spokesman said 
that the allied forces frustrated 
Hekmatyar fighters on Sunday 
when they were struggling to take 
control of radio Kabul. 
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a Masood's men retake presidential palace 
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KABUL- Tliere was heavy 
t iiihtini: in many pockets of the city 
on Saturday as Jamiat and its 
coalition forces tried to flush out 
Hizb c Islami fighters from key 
buildings. Heavy shelling and ar- 
tillery fire was also coming from 
the south where Hizb forces are 
tPy inii to advance on Kabul. But the 
coalition appeared to be in control 
of Kabul. 

Every fifty yards there was a 
Mujahideen check post in the 
streets of central Kabul. Mu- 
jahideen poked their rocket pro- 
pelled grenades and rocket launch- 
ers into taxi windows asking jour- 
nalists what they were doing. 
Tankfire and heavy artillery thun- 
dered overhead as the coalition 
forces fought with Hizb in the 
Presidential Palace compound in 
the centre of Kabul. The air was 
thick with the smell of cordite. 



Around midday the palace was 
cleared and a looting spree by the 
coalition began. 

In the storerooms of the palace 
coalition commanders called in 
young boys who stripped open 
huge crates of weapons and am- 
munition and distributed them as if 
there were not already enough 
weapons in Kabul, more were be- 
ing given out. Piles of Afghan uni- 

Ahmed Rashid 

in Afghanistan 

torms were lying in one room, 
while ammunition boxes piled to 
the ceiling were lying in another. 
Rockets and grenades littered the 
floors of other rooms. It .was a self- 
service system where you could 
pick up anything from anti-aircraft 
guns to boots and belts. "We have 
1000 fighters in the palace now and 



Planes bomb 
Hezb bases 
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KABUL, April 27; Jets and heavy 
artillery of strongman Ahmad Shah 
Masood v^ent into action again on 
Monday afternoon to flush out 
resisting fighters of Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar on the southern fringes 
of Kabul in what appears to be a los- 
ing battle for the isolated leader. 

The renewed fighting blew into 
thin air the ceasefire annouAced in 
Pakistan when in a heated trading 
of fireballs both the sides shattered 
the tentative spell of peace. 

"They are celebrating the cease- 
fire by breaking it," a foreign jour- 
nalist remarked. 

Following reports that the 
Majaddedi council had left Pakis- 
tan to take over power in Kabul, 
Masood was busy in mopping up 
operations, specially in the eastern 
and southern parts from where Gul- 
buddin's men had cut power 
supplies to the capital on Sunday 
afternoon. 

The Masood administration is 
waiting apparently for the Mujad- 



dedi council to reach Kabul and 
take over government. 

The city almost appeared to be 
under siege, with no power, water 
or communications to the outside 
world for over 24 hours but Hek- 
matyar had made no significant 
progress in his battle. 

Government troops had in fact 
flushed him out of the central fire 
brigade building, the Defence 
Ministry and the Bala Hissar fort in 
the south but he had taken up posi- 
tion on the hillock, called Tuppa 
Nadir Shah, wherefrom anti-air- 
craft guns were firing on all govern- 
ment aircraft and towards the city. 

Heavy fighting was also going on 
in the central Makrianne area 
where thousands of people had to 
leave their homes to safer place in 
the central and northern parts of 
the city. 

Defence Minister Ahmad Shah 
Masood is flying in heavy reinforce- 
ments from the north and eyewit- 
nesses said his MiG jets had roc- 
keted some hill in the southern side 
where Hekmatyar's Hizb fighters 



we have driven out Hizb," said 
Jamiat Commander Mohammed 
Hameed. Tanks and armoured cars, 
mostly manned by government 
troops were lined up outside help- 
ing Jamiat forces to flush out the 
Hizb. 

Hizb, however, retained control 
of the Interior Ministry where there 
are also huge stocks of arms and 
the Foreign Ministry building 
which backs on to the Presidency. 
However, these buildings were sur- 
rounded by coalition forces and al- 
though there was no fighting, the 
atmosphere was extremely tense 
with trigger happy warriors keen to 
let loose a burst of machinegun fire 
at a moments' notice. Hizb also 
controlled part of the Bala Hissar 
Fort where there was heavy 
shelling going on. 

The worst fighting was going on 
in the Mikroyan Complex where 
most of the Watan Party and Army 
officers live in six huge complexes 
of blocks of flats. Hizb together 
with Khalqis controlled at least one 
complex while the coalition forces 
controlled others. Nobody could 
enter or get out of Mikroyan where 
tens of thousands of women and 
children are living. Bullet and shell 
cases littered the roads around 
Mikroyan. 

To the south heavy artillery, 
. tankfire and rockets were being 
used by the coalition forces to hold 
a line few miles south of Kabul 
against Hizb forces. Travelling to 
the Defence Ministry or Dand 
Aman which is in the southern part 
of Kabul, Mujahideen from dozens 
of different factions held the road 
and Ministry. Every few yards 
Mujahideen stopped taxis. Using 
the term journalists had little 
meaning for the Hazaras Uzbeks, 
Tajiks and Pashtuns many of 
whose had have come to Kabul 
from the mountains for the first 
time. 

At the TV and radio station 
Jamiat "cultural commanders" were 
writing news bulletins on bits of 
paper and handing them over to the 
staff to broadcast. The Staff appear 
extremely scared and most of them 
had not been allowed to go home. 

It was impossible track down the 
Commission for the security of 




Kabul that a as set up on Saturday 
uiuler acting Defence Minister 
Ahmed Shah Masood. The Com- 
mission members include lour 
Pashtuns, Abdul Haq of the Younis 
Khaiis faction. Najib Mujaddcdi, 
>on of Professor Mujaddedi, 
Maulvi Sidiquallah of the Harukat- 
e-lslami and Haji Sher Alam of the 
Ittehad-e-lslami. Jamiat is repre- 
sented by Dr Abdul Rahman and 
Masood but there is no representa- 
tion for the Shia groups, the Iran- 
based Wahadat or Dostam's Uzbek 
militia. It appeared that the radio 
station was getting orders directly 
from Masood who is still 35 miles 
north of Kabul. Shia commanders 
were angry that they had not been 
included in the Commission. 

On Saturday night Kabul Garri- 
son Commander-General Nabi 
Azimi appeared on TV asking 
Afghan troops to obey the orders of 
the new Defence Minister Masood. 
At his headquarters Jamiat fighters 
stood guard alongside regular sol- 
diers and his HQ appeared to be the 
main base from which the mop- 
ping-up operations in Kabul were 
being carried out. 

On Saturday night several hun- 
dreds more Uzbek fighters were 
flown into Kabul in Antonovs air- 
craft from Mazar while some 
18,000 Jamiat fighters were also 
ferried in by helicopters from Jabal 
Seraj. 

The coalition forces controls 
most the city but the pockets of 
Hizb might take days of fighting or 
negotiations to clear out. It is also 
unclear what force the Hizb can 
muster in the south. However, the 
situation appeared to be serious be- 
cause dozens of trucks loaded with 
heavily armed Jamiat fighters were 
driving down to the south to help 
the Army hold the line. 

There is a chronic lack of infor- 
mation in Kabul with news bul- 
letins giving little information and 
the Security Commission making 
no public appearance. There is now 
a real danger that Mujahideen 
forces will maintain control of 
Kabul street by street and refuse to 
hand over control to a central au- 
thority unless there is some politi- 
cal leadership which emerges. 
More vicious street-fighting can be 
expected. 

Meanwhile, in Charikar Masood 
claimed to reporters that his forces 
had moved into Kabul because 
there was an attempt coupled by 
Hizb and helped by General Man- 
gal and Interior Minister Pakhtin, 
who are all hardline Pashtun na- 
tionalists. . 
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Masood takes back control of the fort . 



Continued from page 1 
Masood whose men frequently 
clashed with Hekmatyar's during 
the long years of war which cost 
some two million lives, moved to 
gain control of Kabul after Hek- 
matyar's men tried to seize power 
on Saturday. 

Hakmatyar moved at dawn, 
prompting Masood to fly hundreds 
of men into Kabul by helicopter 
from his base some 50 km north of 
the city. 

Hospital sources reported four 
dead and 27 wounded in long, tense 
day noisy with gunfire but with lit- 
tle real fighting. 

Masood had told reporters ear- 
lier at his northern base that he was 
in complete control of the armed 
forces of the former government. 



Hekmatyar launches 
'promised' attack 



Hekmatyar s troops positioned A major battle for an abandoned 
AIL day Russian-buih Antanov themselves on a rid^e and pounded ^"'''f" ^^'''^^^^ 
transport aircraft flew the Uzbeks the city centre with tank tire and ^h^n^VdH^n^n!!^^^^^ ""^'^^ 
into Kabul Airport from the north, medium artillery, witnesses said. 
Until recently the Uzbeks, fierce Masood's men fired back with 
looking warriors with long straggling tanks standing near the Radio sta- 
hair and beards,- who have never tion, which they captured on Sun- 
day, as gunfire thundered elsewhere 
in the citv. 

^ 

The Presidential Palace was cap 



From Ahmed Rashid 

KABUL — All dav on Sunday 
heavy lank shells thudded into the 
mud baked walls of Bala Hissar, the 
ancient fort of Kabul perched on a 
high hill on the eastern edge of the 
city of Kabul. It is here that Gulba- 
din Hekmatyar has launched his 
promised attack on- Kabul by storm- 
ing a key forjt which is still an impor- 
tant garrison and holds a massive 
arsenal of weapons. 

"We have 9.(X)0 men attacking the 
fort and have complete control of 
Eastern Kabul" said Commander 
Saeed Amin of the Hizbe Islami. 
Hekmatyar is arriving with 25,(K)0 
men from Logar province in the 
South", he added. Although such fi- 
gures may be exaggerated, the in- 
tensity of the fighting in the alley 
ways below the fort was deadly seri- 
ous. 

Driving along deserted streets 
with houses and shops completely 
shuttered, a hail of bullets and mor- 
tar shells slammed into the road just 
ahead of our taxi. As we ran out of 
the taxi to take cover, bullets whip- 
ped across the road and huge col- 
umns of black smoke rose from the 
fort on the hill as another crescendo 
of tank shells slammed into it. 

Thou.sands of Hizbe Islami fight- 
ers have arrived from Afghan re- 
fugees camps in Pakistan driviving 
in on brand new Japanese pick ups 
they are well disciplined, polite and 
mas.sively armed. As Hizbe com- 
manders offered us tea and biscuits 
in the midst of the firing, Afghan 
Air Force helicopters gunships and 
fighter bombers flew overhead, 
going south to ln)mb Hekmatyar's 
advancing forces. 

• Hizbe commanders claimed that 
they were not fighting other Mujahi- 
deen groups but the Uzbek militia 
led by the powerful Uzbek comman- 
der Gen Rashid Dostam, who runs 
a milita force of 2(K).()()0 men in 
Northern Afghanistan. 



seen the inside of a major city, 
backed the Kabul regime against the 
Mujahideen. But in the timely move 
last month. Gen Dostam switched 
sides and now is allied to comman- 
der Ahmed Shah Masood and his 
patchwork coalition of other 
Mujahideen parties and the army. 

Hekmatyar is being helped by the 
well-armed Sarandoy or paramilit- 
ary forces of the former regime. The 
Sarandoy are drawn from the 
Pashiun tribes who hate the Uzbeks. 

AFP adds: Fierce fighting began., 
on Sunday for controfof KabuT, a 
day after Mujahideen guerrillas took 
over the Afghan Capital and carved 
it up into rival power centres. 

Mujahideen owing allegiance to 
Commander Ahmed Shah Masood 
battled guerrillas from the Hezb-i- 
Islami of his arch rival Gulbaddin 
Hekmatyar in the city centre. 

Regime soldiers fought on both 
sides despite an appeal by govern- 
ment's Deputy Defence Minister 



the presidential palace. 

"Jamiat forces appeared to have 
prevailed, perhaps with the collu- 
sion of Hezb defectors," a diploma- 
tic source said. 

The fighting broke out the same 
day that Hekmatyar warned he 
would launch a major assault on 



tured by Masood's Jamiat-i-Islami ~, ' nTh.h.Q ^ . n 
as rival guerrillas who had poured Kabul, which the Soviet-mstalled re- 
■ ■ V ^ gime virtually gave up without firing 



into the city on Saturday with no 
resistance from the Soviet-installed 
regime plunged into a bloody battle 
for Kabul. 



a shot on Saturday 

Hezb and Jamiat troops poured 
into the city and took control of var- 
ious parts in a race to grab strategic 
Jamiat and its allies from a north- locations 



em Afghan coalition, headed by 
Uzbek militia Commander Abdul 
Rashid Dostam, a Kabul govern- 
ment deserter, flew in plane loads 
of reinforcements from the northern 
cities of Mazar-i-Sharif and 
Charikar. 

Soviet-built Ant6nov-32 trans- 
porters and helicopters flew them in 



Col. Omar Agha, a Dostam com- 
mander directing operations in the 
City, said the northern alliance and 
Masood had flown in some. 1,200 
reinforcements from the north. 

But at least 1,000 Hezb troops 
were in the city and an unknown- 
number of hardline Pashtuns from 
the Afghan Army with them. 



Peaceful power 
transfer not in 
sight: Tully 

By Our Monitoring Desk 

The fresh fighting for supremacy 
in Kabul made one thing clear that 
transfer T)f power could not take 
place peacefully in Afghanistan, re- 
ports BBC correspondent Mark 
Tully. 

Mark Tully says had there been 
an iron man among the Mujahideen 
leaders he would not have allowed 
differences of this nature to emerge 
among them. 
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as Masood tried to consolidate his Pashtuns are predominantly from^ 
gains of Saturday. Masood, 39. and the south and the southeast, where 
his allies hold the adjacent military Hekmatyar has his stronghold, 
and civilian airports. Dostam and Masood troops told 
Hezb troops were holed up with reporters Hekmatyar had tried to 
government generals allied to them puH off a coup in collusion with 
at the Interiof'Ministry, which reli- Pashtun elements of the Kabul re- 
able sources said the Jamiat was gime, explaining their assaults on 



planning to storm. 

The position there on Sunday 
evening was unclear. Dostam's 
troops had told reporters that thev 



Hezb areas. 

Life was normal in many outlying 
districts, with residents venturing 
out and shopping, while in the inner 
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believed former Defence Minister ^'^V ^nops were shuttered and streets 

Aslam Watanjar, former vice-presi- "^fl'y deserted, 

dent Mohammad Rafi and ex-In- Meanwhile m Paksitan a Foreign 

terior Minister Raz Pukteen were ^^^^^ spokesman said moderate 

also holed up in the Ministry. leader Sibghatullah Mujaddedi 

Another flash point was the head- "'"^^ Kabul shortly to take 

quarters of the National Guard at power. Citing "indications" 

the Bala Hissar Fort, where Dostam ^^^'^ ^^^^^ spokesman antici- 

commanders said the Hezb had P^^^^ Masood's forces would 

managed to take the high ground. . 

Diplomatic sources close to the Mujaddedi's departure from 
Afghan military said Masood's men Peshawar, northwest Pakistan, had 
had managed to take the fort out of delayed by the fighting, 

the Hezb's control. Meanwhile, a Reuter report says 

Nabi Azimi on Saturday night for Scattered fighting was reported ^hat tucked behind rows of sand bags 
troops to follow the orders of "ear the Bulgarian and Polish em- whitewashed walls, the staff of 
Masood, Defence Minister and head lassies, with the battle most intense ^^'^"''s Red Cross Hospital struggle 
of a Commission announced on "ear the Bulgarian mission where ^" fronts, medical and politieai, 
Saturday to administer the capital. hezb-i-Wahdat troops allied with the battle for the city reverberates 

Red Cross sources said at least 186 Masood were trying to flush out ^'""""'^ 
people were wounded in the fighting Hekmatyar loyalists, 
and admitted to their hospital, A 122-mm rocket landed in the 
casualties from other-hospitals were grounds of the Bulgarian embassy 
not known. and a shell hit a parking area below 

Heavy fighting raged around a ^^e Inter-Continental Hotel. No 
complex of four hospitals, including casualties resulted, 
a -children's hospital in central Mujahideen lowered the national 
Kabul, after Masood's warriors sec- ^ag at the hotel and, firing shots in 
ured the Presidential Palace follow- the air, raised a green Islamic flag, 
ing a stiff battle. witnesses said. 



around them. 

Administrators at the interna- 
tional committee of the Red Cross 
Hospital said on Sunday they were 
seeing steadily increasing numbers 
of wounded, mostly hit by small- 
arms fire and rocket propelled gre- 
nades. 
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Kabul turns into Beirut 



A rough sketch of parts of Kabul 
City embattled after resistance for- 
ces entry 

Baiahisar fort 5 km 



Pakhtunisian Chowk 



Zarnigar park road 



Ministry of Mines 



Old Citv 



Watan CC office 



Bridge Mehmood Khan 



Jalalabad Highway 



Arvana Chowk 



Milli Bank 



i 

Afghanis Bank 

presidential palace 

Ministry of interior 3 km 



Shahr-e-Nau 



Foreign Office 



Kabul Slums 



F.P. Report 

The power tussle between the 
Hezb-i-Islami chief Gulbadin 
Hekmatyar and the allied forces of 
Commander Masood, Gen. 
Momin and Gen. Dostum in Kabul 
on Sunday gave indications of a 
war that may prolong for several 
days to come. 

The representatives of the war- 
ring forces made contradictory 
claims about their "victories" in 
Sunday's clashes. 

An official, assigned to receive 
the latest war situation in Kabul 
said on wireless that the explosions 
and cross shooting reminded him 
of the civil war in Beirut. 

The sources said that about 200 

fighters of both the factions were 
killed yesterday during the figh- 
ting. They added that these inclu- 
ded 18 civilians. The sources said 
that at least 140 civiHans and figh- 
ters were also wounded. Most of 
them were taken to the ICRC 
hospital in Kabul. 

However, the Hezb-i-Islami 
sources in Peshawar said that casu- 
alties were not more than 50, 

The Hezb sources said that their 
men were not taken to the govern- 
ment or the ICRC hospital for i 
security reasons. Giving details of 
the war, a source on the basis of 
information he received from 
Kabul said that it was not easy to 
explain the situation. "Everybody 



Kabul Airport 

is killing everybody", he remar- 
ked. 

The sources said that Hezb men 
had to suffer serious setback on 
Sunday as a huge number of Gilam 
Jum militia was brought to Kabul 
by planes. "They are killing people 
indiscriminately," the Hezb sour- 
ces said in Peshawar. 

Meanwhile, AFP reports from 
Kabul: Fighting 
erupted inside the Afghan presi- 
dential compound in central Kabul 
on Sunday as the new Islamic 
government fought off attacks by 
hardline fundamentalist guerillas, 
witnesses said. 

Reuter photographer Jonathan 
(Continued on Back Page) 
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50 Hikmatyar troops 
surrender to Masood's 



KABUL (AFP) - SomeSOHizbe 
Islami Mujahideen surrendered 
Sunday to forces of Jamiat-e-lslami 
commander Ahmed Shah Masood, 
diplomats said. 

Diplomats contacted by tele- 
phone said the troops loyal to 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar had surren- 
dered at around 9:00 am. 

One Western diplomat said some 
Hezb units had allied themselves 
with Masood troops, and sources 



50 troops 
surrender 

ICABUL, April 26: Some 50 sup 
porters of Hezb-i-Islami Mujahe 
deen surrenlered on Sunday tc 
forces of northern commandei 
Ahmed Shah Masood, diplomats 
said. 

Diplomats contacted by tele- 
phone said the troops loyal to Gul 
badden Hekmatyar had surren- 
dered at around 9.00 a.m. (0400 
GM). — APP/AFP 
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Fall of Kabul 

— Editorial on page 4 



here said units friendly to the 
troops controlling most of the town 
were from the north, not from the 
south, Hikmatyar's main bastion. 

Fighting was mainly near the 
presidential palace complex, the 
diplomats said, quoting eyewit- 
nesses. Journalists trying to ap- 
proach the southern gate of the 
presidential palace were driven 
back by intense firing. 

At 9:50 am a MIG fighter jet 
streaked into the sky and the sound 
of bombs dropping could be heard. 



Heavy artillery, rocket and tank 
fire resounded near the diplomatic 
suburb of Wazir Akhbar Khan, but 
it was unclear who was firing at 
whom. 

Large areas elsewhere in Kabul 
were calm early Sunday as the 
capital awoke for the first time 
under Mujahideen control. 

Hizb-e-lslami troops, had poured 
into the city Saturday with little 
fighting. 

The Jamiat troops and their allies 
from a northern coalition headed 
by Uzbek militia commander Omar 
Agha, were bringing in fresh 
reinforcements from the northern 
cities of Mazar-i-Sharif and 
Charikar by AN-32 Soviet-built 
transport planes and by helicopter. 

TTie two allied groups hold the 
adjacent military and civilian air- 
ports, but Hezb troops were holed 
up with government generals allied 
to them in the Interior Ministry 
near the Indian Embassy. 

Scattered fighting was reported 
near the Bulgarian and Polish em- 
bassies. 
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Planes bomb 
Hezb bases 



radio and TV station 



Continued from page 1 

ai'O pitched. 

Earlier in the night on Sunday a 
heavy battle took place near the 

Kabul Hotel where a lar^e number their business" butThere 
ot foreign journalists are staying. response. Kabul 
rhe Hizbis, as the Hekmatvar men ^j^^^^ ^„ Monday with only milit- 
are caiied here, liad taken over tlie vehicles, tanks, armoured cars 
central fire brigade but the govern- ^ ^^^.^ 

ment troops forced them out atter a journalists seen on roads ^ 
battle with artillery and lieavvi ^^^^ j ,., , . 

like fighting 



guarded 
building. 

Official TV and radio [lave been 
issuing instructions to the people to 
return to their jobs and open up 

has been 

no response. Kabul was almost 



arms. 

A government soldier, wearing 
the Jamiat-i-Islami uniform, told 
journalists' in Kabul Hotel the Hiz- 
bis had fled from the fire brigade 
leaving behind a tank and 
weapons. Fifty of their men had 
also been captured by the Masood 
and government troops. 

After a lull early Monday morn- 
ing heavy shelling again broke out 
near the hotel, this time on the 
western side where the offices of 



Both sides look 
more of a psychological war rather 
than a full blooded ground battle. 
This is evident from the fact that 
two positions under control of the 
Hizbis — the Interior Ministry and 
the military publishing house — 
located in the centre of the city but 
surrounded on all sides by the 
Masood troops, have not been 
louched so far. 

The fighting on the southern 
Tinge is mainly to keep the way 
:lear for transport planes and 



the governor of Kabul are located, lelicopters which are flying in rein 



The gunbattle there also lasted 20 
minutes during which the Hizbis 
were made to flee. 

Interestingly in these battles 
while heavy gunfire and artillery is 
being used, casualties are almost 
negligible. In the battle for fire 
brigade only one person was 
slightly injured while in the gover- 
nor's office no one was hurt. 

The fighters of government and 
Ahmed Shah Masood' have made 
the Kabul Hotel their supply store 
and most of them retire after bouts 
of firing and fighting to have 
snacks and lunch or dinner in 
droves. 

A bearded young fighter, Shah 
Alam, told 'Dawn' the SO persons 
arrested by them in the evening 
had been released early Monday 
morning because "they were inno- 
cent". 

"We talked to them and they said 
they had been forced by the Hek- 
matyar men to take up arms and 
fight. They did not want to shed the 
blood of their own Mujahideen 
brethren and so we released them,'* 
Alam said. 

This kind of camaraderie is also 
visible at many places, specially 
around the Interior Ministry where 
the two rival groups are pitched 
just across the road. There has 
been no attempt by government 
troops to take over the Interior 

Ministry and both are holding their 
positions. 

No administration has yet been 
put up by new strongman, Ahmed 
Shah Masood, and there is confu- 
sion about who is where. Some 
fighters of Masood say the Defence 
Minister is still in Charikar, but 
others say he has already reached 
^Kabul and based^in the heavily 
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orcements and supplies for the 
government troops from the north 
and Jalalabad, which is now under 
control of the six-party coalition 
supporting Ahmed Shah Masood. 

The Hizbis appear to be losing 
3ut as they have not been able to 
nake any progress in the last 24 

hours, except for creating panic in 
some heavily populated city areas, 
like Makrianne where people had 
to leave their homes for safety. 

Agencies add: 

In the military and political con- 
fusion gripping Kabul, the fight for 
Martyrs' Hill and Bala Hissar is the 
closest thing to classic battle. 

It is clear that without a complete 
victory, the government's hold on 

the city can never be complete. 

Maj-Gen Hajid told Reuters he 
was preparing to storm the Hezb-i- 
Islami lines. 

Many residents caught between 
the lines fled, but others calmly 
peddled bicylces around the 
streets, pausing only when the fir- 
ing became particularly heavy. 

"I think 90 per cent of the city is 
under our control now," said 
Najibullah Mujaddedi, son of the 
new Afghan head of state and a 
member of the city security com- 
mittee. 

"We believe, God willing, the 
other 10 per cent will be under our 
control very soon." 

If it is, a good deal of the credit 
will go the Dostum, a fierce force 
seemingly made for the dirty busi- 
ness of urban warfare. Charac- 
terised by their distinctive high- 
cheekboned Uzbek features and 
colourful turbans, militia members 
are given a wide berth by the war- 
wise JCsbui citizenry. 



"The Dosriuii are the wildcard m 
rhe Afghan equaiidn." .aid one 
toreign envoy, before Mu laiiideen 
forces entered the city on Satur- 
day. "'They could prove useful if it 
comes ro a fight.'' 

Dostum fighters, backed by 
others from the Mujahideen coali- 
tion, drove the Hezb from the ridge 
overlooking the main airport road 
on Monday, capturing about 200 
fighters, dozens of rifles and some 
artillery. 

The prisoners were herded into 
trucks and driven to a detention 
centre, where they were frisked 
and then led away. One terrified 
teenager was beaten by the Dostum 
after they found a pistol hidden in 
his cloak. 

The taking of the ridge above the 
neighbourhood of Bibilaru gave the 
Dostum and allies command of the 
approaches to the airport and a 
clean line of fire onto the back of 
Martyrs' Hill, catching Hezb-i- 
Islami forces from the rear. 

Beneath the ancient fortress at 
Bala Hissar, the militia unleashed 
volleys of rocket-propelled gre- 
nades, tank and small-arms fire. 
The Hezb answered back, devastat- 
ing a small row of shops and driving 
out neighbourhood residents. 

"My carpets, thousands of dol- 
lars, are burning in there," said 
HafazuUah, standing outside his 
family's wholseale shop. His 
brothers loaded whatever they 
could rescue on to handcarts and 
women, many leading small chil- 
dren, hurried toward safer ground 
as shrapnel and bullets whistled 
overhead. 

HafazuUah and the other mer- 
chants tossed buckets of water, 
drawn from the open sewers, to 
douse the fire. But fresh rounds and 
a light breeze conspired to whip up 
the flames and doomed their feeble 
efforts. 



Both 

parties 

violate 
truce 



F.P. Report 

The ink on the ceasefire accord 
was yet to dry when reports of 
serious violations by both parties 
poured in from different sources. 

Hezb-i-Isiami spokesman said in 
Peshawar that their forces 
destroyed the Kabul radio station 
on Monday afternoon. It is beHe- 
ved that the Hezb forces attacked 
the state-run radio when the cease- 
fire had already been signed in 
Peshawar. 

The Hezb spokesman saiid that 
the Hezb forces also attacked the 
air base at Bagram and the airports 
at Khawaja Rawash, Kabul and 
Mazar-i-Sharif. The spokesman 
said that ail the three air ports had 
been made inoperative. 

AFP adds from Kabul: Fighting 
continued on Monday between 
rival mujahideen groups vying for 

control of the Afghan capital, 
heedless of an announcement by 
Pakistan that a ceasefire had been 
reached. 

Sporadiz bursts of gunfire and 
artillery thundered in the city of 
1.5 million people, as fighters of 
Ahmed Shah Masood Jamiat-i- 
Isiami battled to keep control of 

Kabul following their entrance 



into the city on Saturday. 

Witnesses reported that at least 
40 tanks belonging to the Hezb-i- 
Islami faction of Masood's rival, 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, were 
rumbling down Logar road to join 
the fight for Kabul, which began 
on Sunday. 

A ceasefire announcement by 
the Pakistan government had no 
apparent effect on the fighting. 

In the afternoon, Uzbek milita- 
jnen allied with Masood said they 

had heard of "no such thing," and " 
continued to hold some 100 Hezb 
troops they had captured priso- 
ners. 

Electricity was out in the down- 
town area, the telex office was 
abandoned, banks were shuttered 
and streets deserted. 

A source in Masoos's high com- 
mand said the main objective on 
Monday was to "get the battle f 
Bala Hissar over and knock out the 
anti-aircraft positions." v 



The Hezb controls scores of 
paramilitary police posts, but had 
lost the Arians Hotel, on the 
downtown end of the airport road 
which they had been using as a 
command post, diplomats andj 
Jamiat sources said. 

Jamiat military sources said that I 
the unexpected strength of oppo-| 

see next page 
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Confusion about truce Fidlting again 



(Continued from Page 1) 
tions. 

The Jamiat-alliance government 
controls the airport, the presiden- 
tial palace, the radio and television 
stations, the ministry of defence 
and large swathes of the city's sub- 
urbs — many of which are relati- 
vely unaffected by the intense figh- 
ting downtown. 

The Hezb, joined by a group of 
ethnic Pakhtoon government mili- 
tary officers and their arms — but 
no planes — hold the ministry of 
the interior, several downtown 
areas and, of more importance 
strategically, several critical ridges 
in the city, which is veined with 
barren, rocky hills. 

The Hezb also control scores of 

parliamentary police posts, but 
had lost the Ariana Hotel, on the 
downtown end of the airport road 
which they had been using as a 
command post, diplomats and 
Jamiat sources said. 

The Jamiat miUtary sources told 
AFP that the unexpected strength 



of opposing Hezb forces in the city 
was a result of hundreds of under- 
ground cadres being armed by 
Pakhtoon officers. 

"They had the arms here and 
handed them out here," said a top 
level Jamiat source. "Why doesn't 
some tell the world they are trying 
to stage a coup. We are a coalition. 
Gulbaddin Hekmatyar, the Hezb 
leader wants to take everything for 

himself." 

There was no way of gauging 
casualties in the fighting, but resi- 
dents and journalists in the Bala 
Hissar area said they were heavy, 
with no ambulances available to 
take them out. 

A Red Cross spokesman said 90 
wounded had been admitted on 
Sunday and many hospitals had 
closed down because of heavy figh- 
ting. 

"We just don't know casual- 
ties," he said, adding that an att- 
empt by a convoy of ambulances to 
reach the Bala Hissar area on 
Monday had to be abandoned^ 



breaks out in Kabul 

Afghan troops capture strategic hill in capital; 
HIA (K) repulse attack of Dostum militia 



Agencies 

KABUL: Fighting broke out again 
1\iesday in the Afghan capital Kabul 
shortly after moderate Mtyahideen 
leader Sebgatullah Mojadeddi as- 
sumed the interim presidency of the 
country. 

The fighting broke out in the 
vicinity of the Foreign Ministry, 
where the handover ceremony took 
place, and downtown areas between 
his supporters and guerrillas of rad- 
ical leader Gulbaddin Hekmatyar, 
witnesses said. 

Migahideen commandos in cam- 
ouflage battledress and brandishing 
rocket-launchers and AK-47 assault 
rifles had thrown a tight security cor- 
don for the ceremony, which began 



with the recitation of verses from the 
holy Quran. But heavy exdianges of 
artillery fire around an embattled 
bridge in the south of the city coin- 
cided with the handover of power, 
which came a day after the 14th an- 
niversary of the communist coup 
that led to the country's civil war. 

The shelling, followed by the 
clashes near the Foreign Ministry, 
broke a lull in two days of heavy 
fighting between guerrillas owing al- 
legiance to Jamiat-e-Islami faction 
Commander Ahmed Shah Masood 
and his rival Gulbaddin Hekmatyar. 
Mojadeddi is backed by Masood. 

ANS adds: Speaking through a 
mobile wireless from Kabul city the 

see next paq^ 
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Kabul ceasefire 

not holdin 




KABUL, April 27: 
Tough Uzbek militia bat- 
tled Hezb-i-Islami fun- 
damentalists on Monday 
despite a ceasefire deal, 
pounding the rebel posi- 
tions on strategic Mar- 
tyrs' Hill from two sides 
and paving the way for a 
possible loyalist win. 

The militia of Gen 



Rashid Dostum, effec- 
tively a private force 
built from the disposses- 
sed Uzbek minority, has 
led the way as the new 
government tries to con- 
tain a bid for power by 
radical Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar, leader of the 
Hezb-i-Islami party. 
In a second day of com- 



bat inside the city limits, 
the Dostum pressed its 
advantage, clearing the 
strategic heights near 
Kabul airport of fun- 
damentalist Hezb forces 
and creating a second fir- 
ing point from which to 
lob artillery at its rivals 
on the hill, near the 
citadel of Bala Hissar. 



Militia members based 
at the foot of the fortress 
kept up the pressure from 
the front of the hill as 
well. The Mujahideen 
government called in 
occasional air strikes, 
using' Soviet-made air- 
craft to bomb the Hezb 
forces. 
— Renter 
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Kabul ceasefire 
accord signed 



By QAISER BUTT 

Prime Minister Mohammad 
Nawaz Sharif, who arrived in Pes- 
hawar on an unscheduled 
visit, has successfully arranged 
ceasefire between the forces of 
Gulbaddin Hekmatyar and allied 
forces led by commander Ahmed 
Shah Masood, official sources con- 
firmed on Monday afternoon. 

The sources said that the prime 
minister soon after his arrival in 
Peshawar talked to commander 
Masood and Hekmatyar on wire- 
less separately and convinced 
them for a truce. The prime mini- 
ster also talked to the chief of the 
Jamiat-e-Islami, Prof. Burhanud- 
din Rabbani, at the governor's 
house Peshawar. The sources said 
that the prime minister also invited 
the deputy of Hekmatyar, Qutab- 
uddin Hilal for talks. Ultimately 
both sides agreed on signing the 
ceasefire. The minister of state for 
foreign affairs, Siddiq Kanjo, and 
the ISI chief, Lt-Gen. Javed Nasir 
were also present oh the occasion. 
The sources said that Qutabuddin 
Hilal signed the ceasefire truce on 
behalf of Hezb-i-Islami. 

The political observers believe 
that the .agreement between the 
two Muslrni mujahideen forces 
will ensure peace in Afghanistan. 
The observers further say that the 
credit for this ceasefire would go to 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. It' 
would also bring the Afghan 
people further closer to the people 
of Pakistan. Many political leaders 



have congratulated the prime 
minister on this historic truce. The 
Afghan Islamic press, a news 
agency being run by the Hezb-e- 
Islami of Maulvi Younas Khalis in 
Peshawar has reported that the 
Hezb-i-Islami Afghanistan led by 
Engineer Gulbaddin Hekmatyar 
has agreed to accept the Afghan 
interim government. The agency 
said that an agreement to this 
effect was signed by the represen- 
tative of Hekmatyar in Peshawar, 
Qutabuddin Hilal, who is also the 
in charge of the political commit- 
tee of the Hezb. The agency furt- 
her said that all the seven parties of 
the Afghan mujahideen had 
appealed for a ceasefire in Kabul. 

It is expected that the fighting 
between the Hekmatyar-led forces 
and commander Masood will soon 
formally announce the ceasefire. 

Meanwhile, AFP earlier reports 
from Kabul said that Jamiat forced 
threw Soviet-built Mig-21. fighter 
bombers into the battle for Kabul 
on Monday, pounding anti-aircraft 
positions along a strategic ridge in 
the southern suburbs. 

The thunder of bombs resoun- 
ded through the city and hundreds 



"My office is shaking,'* said a 
European diplomat who spent 
Sunday night with the rest of his 
staff in an underground bunker. 

Other diplomats were huddled 
in bunkers in the downtown area, 
focus of the fighting which left 
some outer suburbs relatively pea- 
ceful. . 

The main battle on Monday 
morning was for a strategic garri- 
son and national guard armoury at 
Bala Hissar Fort in the city's sout- 
hern suburbs, just under the ridge 
being bombed. 

"It was very bad, there were 
rockets and bombs,'* said Saleh 



Fighting 



breaks 



Kabul 



Continued from Page 1 



Mohammad who was fleeing the j ^ 

suburbs around the fort with stre- correspondent of ANS said 

ams of crying civiUans, children in some heavy battles took place 

tow, babies in arms but almost no around Shahr-e-Nau, Kart-i-Nau, 

belongings. ^nah Shaheed, Tapa-e-Maraiyan, 

A row of shops nearby was in ^^^^ Mahro, Qala Cha and Koti-e- 

flames. pangi suburbs of Kabul city. He said 

In the inner city suburb of ii^^iiscriminate bombing and 

Microrayan-3, a similar exodus shelling by jets, tanks and artillery 

was under way from the drab has caused great loss of lives and 

Soviet-built apartment blocks that damage to buildings, 

house civil servants. Most of the old structure of 

A i« ♦u- u- u a regime was intact and Khad 

A source m the high command onH w<ifo^ • 

ucuinrougnine ciiy ananunarcas of mujahideen leader Ahmed «hlf^t^ f • T^^^^ r''® 
of residents fled on foot as sharp: Shah Masood, whose six-mcmber fnc^nl .^u*- ^^^^e^^' ^^m 
nel from the pounding of the unin- council alone with the bulk of "*siae tneir homes. He also re- 
habited ridge of Kobe Dewaza KabuFs miUtary claimed control of 5^^!^.^*)?* Gen Abdul Majid, 
J 1- ^ J deputy to Gen Rashid Dostam, was 



IF — — — _~- — — w w w«» ^ 

deserted as sharpnel and rockets 
flew near the Kabul Hotel. 



see next 



allow any rival side to use the war strategic Mar^* Hill on the south- 
planes, parked at the base. Com- eA edge of Kabtd after heavy fight- 
mander Anwar has instructed his . ing overnight against fundamental- 
forces not to allow any war plane to : ist guerrillas, 
take off or land at Bagrara airbase. From the road in the valley 
•Meanwhile, Commander Mo- below, the hill looked quiet and 
hammad^eer of Ittehad-e-Islami, there was relative calm in Kabul, 
in combination with the Miyahideen ^ Smoke poured from Kabul theatre, 
of Hezb-e-Islami (Khalis) success- 



Similarly, Commander Moham- 
mad Anwar of Ittehad-e-Islami 
Afghanistan, whose forces now-con- 
trol Bagram airbase, has refused to 



fully repulsed a bloody attack by the 
militia forces of Rashid Dostam, 
near Kunduz airport, Monday after- 
noon. A large number of civilians 
have been killed m the latest of 
flighting. 

Troops loyal to Afghanistan's 
new Mi^ahideen government said 
on Tuesday they had captured 



a grand building at the edge of the 
vailey. As the sun rose, a long line 
of veiled women balandng bundles 
on their heads and leadmg children 
by the hand trailed into Kabul, 
fearing more fighting on the out- 
skirts. 

Despite reports of a ceasefire 
agreed by political leaders of the 
two sides in Pakistan, shelling could 
still be heard in the distance. There 



is no ceasefire as long as Hekmat- 
yar is here," said a tank commander 
standing near the presidential com- 
pound in central Kabul from where 
his guns had pounded the hill for 
two days. 

The tank commander said Hek- 
matyar 's men had been pushed 
back overnight from Martyrs' Hill, 
which overlooks the city's airport 
and conunands the southern ap- 
proaches to Kabul. 

Soldiers said an anti-aircraft po- 
sition had also'been captured. 
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Battle 
for Kabul continues 

Masood's jets attack Hekmatyar's positions; HIA losing 
control of important installations; heavy casualties feared 



AP 

KABUL: Fighter jets bombed radical 
rebel positions and guerrillas battled 
over government buildings Monday 
as ri^^ Muslim forces fought for a 
third day over control of the Afghan 
capital. 

Radicals led by fundamentalist 
commander Gulbaddin Hekmatyar 
stormed a police garrison near the 
presidential place and rocketed 
south eastern parts of the city held 
by rival commander Ahmed Shah 
Masood. 

Masood whose forces of the mod- 
erate Jamiat-i-Islami party controlled 



most of the city mana?5ea to hold off 
the attacks. But gunhre including 
tank and artillery rounds continued 
in several parts of the city 

"This was my whole life" cried Ar- 
qtiazadeh Afghan a shopkeeper try- 
ing to remove Russian lamp shades 
and paint from his hardware store 
before it was engulfed by flames. 
100 meters down the road, flames 
leapt from a store hit by Hekmat- 
yar's rocket-propelled grenades. 

The International Committee of 
the Red Cross QCRC) said Monday it 
had treated more than 220 guerrillas 
over night Sunday One of the fight- 
ers died bringing the unofficial ICRC 



death toll to 8 since the fighting 
began Saturday afternoon. 

The tally included only those 
taken to the ICRC. No figures were 
available from Kabul's civilian or 
military hospitals and the actual ca- 
sualty toll likely was much higher. 

Among those ii\jured Monday was 
a cameraman of the Italian television 
company hit by shrapnel in the head^ 
while filming a battle. He was re- 
ported in stable condition at the 
ICRC hospital. 

The Miyahideen turned their 
guns on each other after peacefully 

see next page 
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(Continued ^om Page 1) 
smg Hezb forces in the city was a 
result of hundreds of underground 
cadres being armed by Pakhtun 
officers. 

There was no way of gauging 
casualties in the fighting, but resi- 
dents and journalists in the Bala 
Hissar area said they were heavy, 
with no ambulances available to 
take them out. 

A spokesman for the Internatio- 
nal Red Cross said 90 wounded 
had been admitted on Sunday, and 
added that many hospitals had clo- 
sed down because of heavy figh- 
ting. 

"We just don't know casual- 
ties,'* he said, adding that an att- 
empt by a convoy of ambulances to 
reach the Bala Hissar area on 
Monday, had to be abandoned 
because of the intensity of the figh- 
ting. 

The resistance sources in Pesha- 
war said, a military helicopter 
came under fire near Bagram air 
base in northern Afghanistan on 
Monday. 

The air base, north of Kabul, is 
controlled by the forces of Com- 
mander Ahmed Shah Masood. 

Quoting a message received 



here by radio, the sources said the 
helicopter was attacked while fly- 
ing over the desert of Shar Shara, 
eight kilometres southest of 
Bagram. 

The message said the helicopter 
straffed and rocketed the attackers 
who were firing from their hide- 
outs on the ground. It did not give 
details, the sources said. 

ANA adds: The air force of 
Hezb-i-Islami Afghanistan heavily 
bombed the Mazar Sharif airport 
on Monday and left it totally in- 
operational. 

According wired reports the 
mujahideen of Hezb-i-Islami 
mobilised its air force for the first 
time this afternoon and bombed 
the Mazar Sharif airport, the 
Bagram air base and the Khwaja 
Rawash airport. The militia forces 
were using all the three airports to 
bomb mujahideen positions in and 
around the capital city of Kabul for 
the past two days causing large 
scale distruction in the civil popu- 
lated areas. 

Mujahideen also fired rockets 
and missiles on the Khwaja 
Rawash airport. All the three air- 
ports are now totally in-operation 
and the mujahideen have got an 



upper hand on the skies of the 
country. 

The militias of Gen. Rashid 
Dostum and Momin were using 
the Mazar Sharif airport for drop- 
ping militia in Kabul to fight 
against the mujahideen who ente- 
red the city on April 25 and are in 
full control of the city. 

The mujahideen of Hezb-i- 
Islami have also started calculated 
operations to dislodge the militia 
from the strong holds it had taken 
over before the entry of the muja- 
hideen in the Kabul city. Gen. 
Nabi Azmi and Fareed Mazdak 
are commanding the communist 
army operations who had entren- 
ched themselves in some state 
installations which were gradually 
being vacated from them. 



Mujahideen were also in full 
control of the presidential palace 
and the Bala Hissar Fort, key <^ ^ 
installations in the city which were % 
earlier occupied by the militia for- V 
ces have now been taken by HIA. 

Over all control of the city is in 
the hand of Hezb-i-Islami mujahi- 
deen who are expanding their writ 
in a very organised and careful 
manner, ANA added. 
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Mnjahideen accept 
ceasefire ; clashes on 



PM holds talks with Masood, Hekmatyar on wireless; nobody 
now disputes legitimacy of Mujahideen council, says FO 



By Anwar Iqlial 

ISLAMABAD: A ceasefire negotiated by Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif has come into effect in Afghanistan from 
2:30 pm Afghan time and the two warring Miyahideen 
leaders Ahmad Shah Masood and Guibaddin Hekmatyar 
have also agreed to end ail hostilities immediately, a 
spokesman for the Pakistan Fbreign Office said Monday 
But reports from Afghanistan speak of continued clashes 
between rival Mujahideen groups. 

He said: '*Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif flew into Pe- 
shawar Monday morning and had telephone conversations 
with Ahmad Shah Masood and Guibaddin Hekmatyar. The 
discussions followed his talks with leaders and represen- 
tatives of all the 10 Mujahideen parties and as a result of 
these talks, a ceasefire has immediately come into effect in 
Afghamstan.** 

Prince 'Hirid al-Ftol, Saudi Arabia's security chief, 
who came firom the Kingdom especially for this purpose, 
also accompanied Mr Sharif to Peshawar and participated 
in the discussions. 

The Saudi prince has very close relations with all Mu- 
jahideen leaders as he was incharge of distributing Saudi 
funds among the rebd leaders during the war. 

The spokesman said: The agreement to cease fire has 
been arrived at within the framework of the April 24 
agreement which led to the establishment of the Mu- 
jahideen council and an interim government for 
Afghanistan." 

Hekmalyar had eaiiier rejected the April 24 agreement 
and refiised to recognise the council as a legitimate body 
However, now Hezbe Mami has signed the agreement un- 
conditionally So has Wahdat-i-Isl2urni, an alliance of seven 
Iran-based ^liite groups of the Afghan Mujahideen. 

Tlie spokesman said that after the ceascsBreagreeinent, 



"there is nobody in Afghanistan who disputes the legiti- 
macy of the council's right to assume power in Kabul. It 
now ei\joy the unanimous support of all Afghan groups. 
There is nobody opposing it anymore." 

Asked did Hekmatyar or his representative signed the 
ceasefire agreement, the spokesman said: "Hekmatyar 
gave his appro^ duriiig the especially arranged radio dis- 
cussion witii Prime Miiiister Nawaz Sharif and his deputy 
Qutbuddin Hilal attended Sharif's talk with the Mu- 
jahideen leaders." 

All top Mujahideen leaders or their deputies attended 
the meeting, he said. According to Midia news agency all 
the 10 Mujahideen parties signed the agreement simulta- 
neously Sibghatullah Mojaddedi, president of the newiy 
formed MujfiSiideen council, had akeady left for Kabiii 
with a 30-member delegation before the ceasefire becamel 
effective. i 

The spokesman said the delegation was already on its! 
way to Kabul and believed it would face no resistance! 
when it arrived in the Afghan capital as "its legitimacy has 
been recognised by all." He said the council moved to 
Kabul on its own arrangement / 

The spokesman said by the time he was announdiig 
the ceasefire most of the Kabul dty was under the control 
of the forces loyal to the Mujahideen council. 

The spokesman said tliat P^ddstan wiU recognise the 
Mtyahideen council as the legitimate government in Kabul 
as soon as it assumes power and the Afghan Embassy in 
Islamabad will become the embassy of the Mujahideen 
govenunent 

Qudratullah Ahmadi, the Afghan charge'd affairs in Is- 
lamabad, refiised to speak to the press when asked toi 
comment on these reports. 



The spokesman for the foreign of- 
fice said the joint discussion among 
the Prime Minister, Hekmatyar, Ma- 
sood and prince Faisal was held 
through a special wireless^ arrange- 
ment. " 

He said the discussions led to a 
unanimous decision to end all hos- 
tilities and a complete ceasefire be- 
came operative immediately. The 
message was also immediately con- 
veyed to all the commanders fight- 
ing in Kabul. 

The spokesman said the Prime 
Minister's efforts for peace reflected 
Pakistan's policy on Afghanistan 
based on the following three princi- 
ples. 

1: To avoid fmther bloodshed 
and ethnic strife, 2: to protect the 
unity and territorial integrity of 
Afghanistan and 3: transfer of power 
in a peaceful and smoothly manner. 



Rival rebel clans battle for Kabul 



Continued from Pojfo 1 

seizing most govenunent positions 
in Kabul Saturday in a final rout of 
the communist forces. 

The civil war which began 14 
years ago Monday with a Soviet 
backed coup has claimed an esti- 
mated 2 million lives and driven 5 
million people from their homes. 

Kabul was the last and largest 
target of the Mujahideen. Fifty ex- 
patriot Afghan political leaders de- 
parted Pakistan by car Monday for 
Kabul hoping to form an interim 
government. 

The entourage >inciuding some 
120 bodyguards had intended to fly 
on a Paidstani military plane but de- 



*cided to go over land because of 
danger from Hekmatyar's artillery 
and anti-aircraft batteries around 
Kabul. 

Hekmatyar— whose radical 
Hezb-i-Mami party has rejected the 
interim council plan, has vowed to 
fire on any planes approaching the 
capital. 

smoke, over the hiU, It was unknown 
whether any Hekmatyar installa- 1 
tions were hit or fighters hurt. 

Women carrying babies scurried 
across.the street leading small chil- 
dren to safety behind Jamiat lines. 

Earlier Monday Hekmatyar's 
forces stormed a local govenunent 
building apparently used by police 
about two blocks from the Presi- 
dential Palace where heavy fighting 
broke out Sunday between Hezb 
and Jamiat fighters. 



Some fighters claimed to have 
repelled the attack with one quip- 
ping "Guibaddin just won't learn." 

But guerrillas at the building 
later claimed allegiance to Hekmat- 
yar demonstrating the confusion ' 
that reigned as alliances and battle 
lines shtft in the city 

Hekmatyar's forces still were in 
control of tiie Interior Mirustry con- 
sidered their stronghold his the city 
Foreign diplomats who had warned 
of an attack on the building said 
Monday that the sides were negoti- 
ating. 

Hekmatyar and Masood are bit- ' 
ter personal foes. They are split on 
the kind of Islamic state that should 
succeed Nsyibullah's government. 
Both favour rule of religious law but 
Masood wants it applied moder- 
ately. 



Masood an ethnic Ta^ik, has 
more men and firepower than Eek- 
matyar ifidio like many Afghans is an 
ethnic Pashtoon. But Hekmatyar 
claimed to have more troops out- 
side Kabul and had threatened to at- 
tack Monday unless Kabul surren- 
dered to him. 

On the city's southeastern side 
Jamiat forces based at Bala Hissar 
fortress traded rocket and tankfire 
with Hekmatyar's fighters across a 
wide street once used for commu- 
nist victory parades. Hezb fighters 
were positioned on a ridge called 
Martyr's HiU alongside the road. 

After an hour of fighting at least 
one Soviet-made fighter jet piloted 
by a Masood loysdist swooped in 
and bombed the opposite side send- 
ing a huge billow of blackish brown 
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^'Fighting 
resumes 

KABUL (AFP) — Fierce figh- 
ting broke out on Tuesday evening 
in Kabul after a brief lull. 

A rocket hit the foreign ministry 
building . where minutes earlier 
remnants of the Soviet-installed 
Kabul regime handed power over 
to Mujaddedi, witnesses said. 

Heavy gunfire broke out around 
the complex minutes after the rok- 
ket struck, they added. 

•'They were really popping," 
said one Afghan who tried to reach 
the site but was turned back by 
mujahideen supporters of Mujad- 
dedi. "So where is the ceasefire?" 

Witnesses said fighting also 
erupted around the interior mini- 
stry, which has been under the 
control of rival guerillas under 

radical fundamentalist mujahi- 
deen commander Gulbadin Hek- 
matyar. 

Mujahideen sources said earlier 
in Pakistan that control of the inte- 
riorjiiiinistry had been wrested 
frdih Hekmatyar's forces by those 
of his rival, northern Tajik com- 
mander Ahmed Shah Masood. 

Heavy shelling to the south of 
the city, where Hekmatyar's rein- 
forcements are known to be 
poised, coincided with the cere- 
mony in the foreign ministry. 

Shortly after dusk, celebratory 
gunfire that has been the evening 
ritual since thousands of mujahi- 
deen entered the city on Saturday 
merged with the sound of fighting. 

Earlier reports said Kabul 
Radio announced on Tuesday the 
war for the citv was over. 

The radio made half-hourly bro- 
adcasts reassuring residents of the 
embattled capital that they had 
"nothing to fear." 

The broadcast said the situation 
was normal, and urged govern- 
ment employees to return to work. 

However, troops loyal to new 
mujahideen government said they 
had captured strategic Martyrs' 
Hill on the southern edge of Kabul 
after heavy fighting overnight 
against fundamentalist guerillas. 

From the road in the valley 
below, the hill looked quiet and 
there was relative calm in Kabul. 

Smoke still rose on Tuesday 
from the Bala Hisar fort to the 

' south of the city, the scene of- 
heavy fighting. Occasional shells 
thudded into the barren hillsides 
surrounding the capital. 
_But shuttered shops were reope^ 
ning and traffic started returni.ng 
to the streets, though all telex and 
telephone lines were down. 

However, it was still unclear if 
all parties to the fighting would 
agree to a ceasefire brokered on 
Monday by Pakistan and Saudi 
Arabia. 



But the ceasefire message had 
not got through to all. 

A tank commander for the coali- 
tion of govemment-Jamiat troops 
said he would fight on until the 
rival Pakhtun-dominated Hezb-i- 
Islami mujahideen faction was dri- 
ven from the city. 

"We will keep fighting until they 
are out," said Mohammad Daud, 
the coalition tank commander. 

Some residents were sceptical 
that the ceasefire would hold. 

"It is quiet now, but may be in 
some minutes shooting will start 
again," said one mujahid Azizul- 
lah, who stood at a street corner 
exchanging gossip with others. 

Businessmen in the district of 
Chaman Hazuri, famous for its 
carpets and silkware, were asses- 
sing the damage to their still- 
smouldering shops destroyed by 
rockets and artillery. 

There has been no estimate of 
damage or casualties in the figh- 
ting between the largely Jamiat 
troops and their Hezb rivals. 



They know nothing 
about a ceasefire 
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Islamic State 
of Afghanistan' 

ISLAMABAD: For the first time 
after the Mujahideen entered 
into the Afghan capital, the 
Radio Kabul, in its Tuesday's 
broadcast, announced the name 
of Afghanistan as "Islamic State 
of Afghanistan." 

The radio is intermittently 
playing those heroic songs 
which were being sung by the 
Afghan Mu|ahideen during the 
pastdec^e. 

The announcers in Pashto 
and Darri languages con- 
demned the foreign aggressors 
and their puppets for turning 
the paradise of Afghanistan into 
a hell. 

The radio is broadcasting 
appeals requesting all govern- 
ment employee to attend to 
their offices, — PPI 
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KABUL Reuter)- Troops loyal 
to Afghanistan's new Mujahideen 
government said on Tuesday they 
had captured strategic martyrs' hill 
on the southern edge of Kabul after 
heavy fighting overnight against 
'fundamentalist'. 

From the road in the valley be- 
low, the hill looked quiet and there 
was relative calm in Kabul. 

Smoke poured from Kabul the- 
atre, a grand building at the edge of 
the valle> as the sun rose, a long 
line of veiled women bundles on 
their heads and leading children by 
the hand trailed into Kabul, fearing 
more fighting on the outskirts. 
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Despite reports of a ceasefire 
agreed by political leaders of the 
two sides in Pakistan, shelling 
could still be heard in the city. 
"There is no ceasefire as long as 
Hikmaiyar is here," said a tank 
commander standing near the 
presidential compound in central 
Kabul from where his guns had 
pounded the hill for two days. 

The tank commander said Hik- 
matyar's men had been pushed 
back overnight from martyrs' hill 
which overlooks the city's airport 
and commands the southern ap 

proaches to Kabul. Soldiers said an 
anti-aircraft position had been cap- 
tured. 

Residents standing by a street 
gutted by fire said they had heard 
about the ceasefire on British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
Radio. "By the will of God, there 
will be no more shelling," said one 
man. 

But a unit of Masood's men said 
they knew nothing about a cease- 
tire. 



Fighting wanes as 
HIA men driven out 



KABUL (AFP/Reuter) — The 
intense battle for control of Kabul 
waned on Wednesday. 

However, the capital remained 
nervous despite the relative lull, 
with reports that holdout rebel lea- 
der Gulbudin Hekmatyar, who has 
fought for three days to wrest the 
city from troops loyal to Mujad- 
dedi, was trying to beef up his for- 
ces. 

Afghan sources quoted travel- 
lers as saying that Hekmatyar was 
trying to push reinforcements into 
Kabul from the south and the west. 
Most reinforcements had been 
blcoked, the sources said, but they 
added that despite Mujaddedi 's 
reassurances to diplomats erlier in 
the day, the reinforcements posed 
a threat. 

At the International Red Cross 
hospital in Kabul, where 80 
seriously injured civilians, most of 
them women and children, were 
admitted on Wednesday from the 



suburbs where fighting is most 
intense, appeals were made for 
blood. 

An Italian surgeon who had 
been operating non-stop for three 
days and two nights said medical 
reinforcements were needed. 

One witness saw a jeep full of 
troops loyal to the Mujaddedi 
government hit by a rocket on the 
road to the Kabul zoo. Most died, 
he said, adding that he had sped 
from the area and could not give 
precise casualty figures. 

Rockets also landed near the 
airport, where Pakistan Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sarif arrived. 

Earlier on Wednesday, loyalist 
troops cleared the last remnants of 
Hekmatyar troops allied with sym- 
pathiesers in the Afghan defence 
forces from the interior ministry. 

The ministry, the biggest Hek- 
matyar bastion in the city, was 
taken in a two-hour battle on Tues- 

(Continued on Back Page) 
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Fighting wanes Execution at 

Interior 
Ministry 



(Continued from Page 1) 

day night which left two loyalists 
and four rebels dead. 

Troops at the complex told 
reporters on Wedneday that 180 
prisoners were taken on Tuesday 
night and Wednesday when it was 
secured. 

Only a few hours before they 
were captured, Hekmatyar's 
troops shared their rice and beans 
with a Reuter correspondent and 
said they had no wish to fight. 

They were delighted that Sibg- 
hatullah Mujaddadi, had arrived 
in Kabul over land from Pakistan 
to take over as head of the new 
Islamic government. 

But one of Masood's men said 
the radical mujahideen had refu- 
sed to surrender peacefully and a 
firefight had ensued. 

Witnesses said one man found 
hiding under a pile of blankets, was 
executed in the forecourt of the 
shattered white, multi-storied 
ministry building on Wednesday 
morning. 

Meanwhile, scores of residents 
were reported trekking east of the 
city toward the Pakistan border, 
apparently in fear of further figh- 



tmg. 

For those who stayed, it was a 
city without electricity or tap 
water, though it was not clear 
whether the lack of engineers or 
fighting in the eastern town of 
Surobi, where Soviet-built hydero- 
electric plant supply Kabul, had 
caused the power out. 

Meanwhile, Afghanistan's new 
rulers began their first full day in 
office on Wednesday after cere- 
mpnially accepting a transfer of 
power on Tuesday from the former 
communists they had fought for 14 
years. 

Posters of a scholarly-looking 
Mujaddedi, with white beard, 
have appeared all over Kabul, pla- 
stered across shops and homes and 
in car windows. 

Mujaddedi told diplomats he 
regretted problems resulting from 
the heavy fighting in Kabul 
between rival guerillas, which he 
blamed on "no discipline." 

"This violence will naturally 
create some problems. But we are 
going to counter it," he said. 

"This is not the time for killing 
people, torturing people ... it is the 
time of friendship, of co-exi- 
stence." 
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KABUL, April 29: An employee 
who had hidden under a pile of 
blankets at the Afghan Interior 
Ministry here was executed by an 
Uzbek militiaman on Wednesday, 
witnesses said. 

The execution took place in front 
of the building after troops of the 
Jamiat faction loyal to the new 
interim government took the build- 
ing from Mujahideen rivals in a 
two-hour battle overnight. 

"They wanted to fight, they 
would not negotiate,'* a US photo- 
grapher who witnessed the shoot- 
ing quoted an Uzbek militiaman as 
saying after the shooting. 

The photographer said the exe- 
cuted man, about 35 years old, was 
discovered under a pile of blankets 
as Uzbeks combed the building, the 
upper floors of which were burned 
during the fight. 

One militiaman tied up and drag- day for Kabul, 
ged him down the stairs. He tried to 
stop the other soldier from shoot- 
ing him, the witnesses said. AFP 
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Lull in Kabul 
fighting 

KABUL (AFP) — The intense 
battle for control of Kabul waned 
on Wednesday as Pakistani Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif flew into the 
city to pledge his support for the 
day-old Mujahideen government. 

Sharif, who flew in with a large 
entourage which included his army 
chief aboard a Pakistani air force C- 
130, was greeted at the airport by 
Sibghatullah Mujaddedi, the 70- 
year-old head of the interim govern- 
ment, witnesses said. 

Sharif distributed sweets to a 
crowd, congratulated the people of 
Afghanistan, on victory in their 
struggle against the Soviet-intstalled 
Kabul regime and said Pakistan, 
which has booked the Mujahideen 
for the past 13 years, would give 
every assistance to Kabul. 

Sharif was also accompanied by 
Saudi Prince Turki Bin Faisal. The 
visit marked yet another emotional 
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Kabul limps back to normality 



KABUL, April 29: Nervous shop- 
keepers in the Afghan capital took 
their first tentative steps on Wed- 
nesday toward reviving the city's 
bazaars, but the distant thunder of 
tank rounds and fears of looting 
kept many stalls shuttered. 

Scattered spice shops and food 
stalls opened for business and one 
goldsmith said he opened just to 
greet the new Mujahideen govern- 
ment. 

"The coming the new govern- 
ment was a sign for me to open my 
shop", said the proprietor. The 
value of his wares slashed by a 
plunge in the local price of gold. 

City transport was running 
sporadically, with frequent 
checkpoints set up by Mujahideen 
factions. The vegetable market was 
jammed and even some tourist 
shops along chicken street went 
back to work. 

There were few other signs that a 
return to business as usual was in 
sight. 

"The people of Kabul have lived 
through many regimes and eked 
out their living, as best they can", 
said David Lockwood, head of the 



UN Development Programme in 
Afghanistan. "The priority is to 
feed Kabul to give it stability". 

He said there was enough grain 
in the markets, but only for those 
able to pay the steep prices. 

Electric power was off in most of 
Kabul. International telephone 
and telex lines were cut. 

The hectic money exchange, 
which normally handles three mill- 
ion dollars daily, was closed for a 
fourth day. Freelance money chan- 
gers milled around ia the hot sun, 
trawling for customers. 

Traders blamed the weak dollar 
— now worth a third of what it was 
a week ago — on the coming of 
peace, but said the warren of stalls 
and cramped offices was shut by 
continued fighting between 
Mujahideen government forces 
and rebels. 

"Every hour, every minute, the 
dollar is falling because of peace," 
said money trader Haji Nabir, the 
roajLPf tankf ire echoing in the hills 
beyond. 

The Kuchi Market around the 
corner was silent, its metal shutters 
drawn tight. Merchants said they 



feared looting and disorder with 
the fall of one government and the 
uncertain arrival of another. 

"I came to open my shop but all 
the others are closed, so I am going 
home", said one shopkeeper before 
pedalling away on his bicycle. 

There were more ominous signs 
of what might lie in store for the 
people of Kabul, drained by war 
and desperate for some stability. 

A United Nations source said five 
UN houses, vacated amid heavy 
street fighting, were looted, as 
were the offices of the charity 
Oxfam. 

"There wasn't even any furniture 
left", the source said of the Oxfam 
premises. 

In a southeast suburb, thousands 
of terrified residents fled street- 
figl;iting and what they said was 
looting by the ethnic Uzbek militia 
of Gen Rashid Dostum, pointmen in 
the government's assault on rebels. 

"They've looted my house. 
They've taken my jewllery. What is 
the government doing? We have 
lost everything", said one elderly 
woman, desperate at her loss. 

A phqtographei^ saw JDostum 



forces capture Interior Ministry 
officer, drag him into a courtyard 
and execute him with an AK-47 
automatic rifle. Others looted the 
well-stocked offices after chasing 
out t-he radical Hezb-i-Islami 
forces. 

A hand-written sign at the office 
of the Afghan airline said holders 
of passports, visas and tickets 
issued under the old government 
were subject to "review" — imply- 
ing there would be no easy escape 
for hardliners who may have 
angered the city's new Mujahideen 
rulers. 

Few employees of the fallen gov- 
ernment returned to work, many 
fearful of Mujahideen vengeance. 
One Foreign Ministry worlTer said 
he was ready to serve the new gov- 
ernment but would wait for several 
more days to see which way things 
were going. 

"If they don't co me to work, it's 
not because they don't support the 
new government. They're afraid of 
the shooting, said a former close 
associate of ousted president 
NajibuUah, sunwning up the feel- 
ings of many civil servants^euter 
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Afghan cities continue to 
fall like ripe fruit 

Vlujahids claim Kandahar, Qala-i-Nau takeover 



KABUL (AFP) — The cities 
and towns of Afghanistan are fai- 
ling out of Kabul's hands like ripe 
fruit, with the second city, Kanda- 
har, the most recent to fall. 

Mujahideen and government 
troops are forming alliances 
throughout the country and those 
who used to wield power here are 
cheering them on. 

The cheering seems hollow to 
many observers and residents 
here, who have seen mujahideen 
quietly walk into the city's outer 
suburbs at night, taking the rifles 
from the hands of former regime 
soldiers on duty. 

"They think they can save them- 
selves, but they must be drea- 
ming," said one academic in his 
Kabul office on Monday, of the 



party members and military com- 
manders working to ensure that 
the takeovers are bloodless and 
result in coalitions. 

"The mujahideen ... just took 
the rifles from the duty soldiers on 
the streets and the duty soldiers 
just handed over the left. We 
thought they might break into the 
houses and loot, but they just 
stand guard. One group took the 
television out of the police station 
and sold it in the market." 

"Who is who anymore, I don't 
known," said a civil servant when 
asked about rumours that Masood 
had sent 2,000 troops to the city 
and that some had been seen at the 
airport. 

The airport troops politely deal 
with the. scores of embassy non- 



More Afghan cities continue 



essential personnel and families 
who have been ordered out of 
Kabul in the past few days. 

In some cases a former govern- 
ment commander or city mayor 
has had to be replaced if they were 
not of the region or did not have 
good relations with the mujahi- 
deen commanders around them. 

Or troops belonging to different 
ethnic groups from the mujahi- 
deen have been reassigned. 

The generals and communist 
party members have worked day 
and night since February to map 
out the "councils" in the country's 
north where party members, 
government generals and mujahi- 
deen commanders sit side by side. 

Then this weekend the country's 



(Continued from Page j 

west went the same way as the 
north, but with less participation 
from Kabul. 

Sources in the Pakistani border 
city of Quetta reported that a 
council comprising 21 mujahideen 
and three government representa- 
tives had controlled Kandahar 
since Sunday. 

Former governor Nur ul-Haq 
Olumi had left the city for Kabul 
with his family, mujahideen sour- 
ces said. 

The new council has assumed 
responsibility for the security and 
administration of the city, which 
was said to be^talm." The sources 
said the administration would 
remain in place until the United 
Nations succeeded in reaching an 
agreement for the transfer of 
power in Kabul. 

Kandahar is one of the cities that 
suffered most under the Soviet 
occupation. Almost all its walls are 
pock marked with bullets from 
fighting in and around the city 
which continued between govern- 
ment and mujahideen forces after 
the Red Army left in 1989. 

"We are very happy with the 
way it is going," one of the Kabul 
generals in the group arranging 
government participation in the 
coalitions that have been achieved 



to fall 

said. 

Shortly afterwards state televi- 
sion broadcast a tape of the voice 
of General Imamuddin, comman- 
der of the garrison city of Gardez, 
saying he was working, according 
to plan, on a coalition in the town, 
known as the southern gateway to 
Kabul and the scene of heavy figh- 
ting and bombing only last year. 

Journalists heading north on 
Monday for a meeting with 
Masood had their cars turned back 
by mujahideen from the rival 
Hezb-i-Islami, standing between 
the city and Masood's front hne. 

But Afghan cars are searched 
carefully, and anyone of official 
rank turned back into the city. 

The pro-mujahideen MIDI A 
news agency quoting sources in 
Peshawar and Quetta added, that 
Kandahar city surrendered to the 
joint council of Jihad organisations 
on Monday morning. The joint 
council was formed after the three- 
day negotiations among the muja- 
hideen. 

According to the report, regi- 
ment No. 15, the New Division, 
corp command No. 2 and the air- 
base all are under the mujahideen 
control. 

The report did not give details 
about the quantity of the surrende- 
red arms and ammunitions, but it 



said that a considerable number of 
military vehicles were captured by 
the mujahideen. 

Another MIDIA despatch from 
Baghlan said that division No. 20, 
regiment No. 310 along with its 8 
posts, 25 Khad and police posts 
and armed troops from Jelawgeery 
area up to Jarkhushk a batallion of 
Sarandoi (police) and one regi- 
ment in old city, and division No. 
504 a batallion of Khad, 15 posts of 
regiment No. 630 in old city and a 
big quantity of ammunitions were 
captured by mujahideen on Sun- 
day. MIDIA also reported fall of 
Qala-i-Nau, the capital of Badg- 
his, to mujahideen commanders 
Mohammad Ibrahim and Abdul 
Aziz. 

The report based on a radio 
message of commander general 
Ismail Khan said Qala-i-Nau, and 
all military units along with tanks 
and ammunitions were under the 
complete control of the mujahi- 
deen. 

Meanwhile, another pro-muja- 
hideen news agency, Al-Bunyan 
News Service (ANS), while deny- 
ing the MIDIA report that Jalal- 
abad has changed hand on Sunday, 
said that confirmed reports, rea- 
ching from the embattled city of 
Jalalabad in eastern Afghanistan, 
say that the mujahideen comman- 
ders were busy in direct negotia- 



tion with governor Afzal Lodhin, a 
hard-core leader of Parcham fac- 
tion of Watan Party for a peaceful 
surrender of Jalalabad city, the 4th 
biggest Afghan town after Kabul. 
Mazari Sharif, and Kandahar. 

ANS quoting competent muja- 
hideen sources on Monday said 
that mujahideen commanders 
belonging to Ittehad-e-Islami, 
Hezb-e-Islami (Hekmatyar), 
Hezb-e-Islami (Khalis) and some 
other groups, have begun contacts 
with governor Lodhin on Sunday 
and talks were still going on at 
Doronta, some 7 miles in north- 
west of Jalalabad city. 

The Parchami governor of the 
city was insisting on concrete secu- 
rity guarantees from the mujahi- 
deen commanders, before the con- 
trol of the city of nearly half a mil- 
lion people is handed over to 
them. 
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Mujahideen's victory march 
continues , take Ghazni 



F.P. Report 

An important city in southern 
Afghanistan and two western 
districts were captured on Thurs- 
day by Afghan mujahideen, the 
Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) said. 

The MIDIA news agency also 
reported the fall of Ghazni and the 
districts of Kohsan and Oubi in the 
vicinity of Herat in the west. 

Troops in the historic city of 
Ghazni surtendered to the forces 
of mujahideen commander Qari 
Eaba belonging to Harkat Inqilab 
Islami of moderate leader Moham- 
mad Nabi Mohammadi, MIDIA 
said. 

The takeover came without any 
fighting, according to AIP. 

The Afghan News Agency 
(ANA), which is run by Hezb-i- 
Islami (Hekmatyar) said Herat 



was "on the verge of falling to the 
mujahideen". 

Ten militia commanders from 
the city had surrendered to Hezb 
men, ANA said, also reporting 
operations by mujahideen near the 
Shindand airbase near Herat. 

AIP said mujahideen were 
poised to take Shahre Nau, capital 
of Badghis province. 

APP adds: During capture of 
the districts of Oubi, 5 kilometres 
east of Herat and Kohsan in the 
west of Herat near the Iran border, 
mujahideen seized four tanks and 
1500 pieces of light and heavy wea- 
pons, reports MIDIA. 

Reports from the front said that 
the mujahideen also captured two 
regime militia batallions in Qara 
Bagl^ district and 12 posts in Sha- 
kar Dara district on ITiursday. 



During the victorious conquests 
11 tanks, 9 APCs, three military 
trucks, two machineguns and 550 
pieces of light and heavy weapons 
were also captured. 

The mujahideen have also gai- 
ned control on the highways 
between Herat and the cities of 
Torghundi on border of Turkme- 
nia and Islamqala on Iran border. 

All of the regime security posts 
along the Herat-Islamqala and 
Herat-Torghundi highwas^ defec- 
ted to the mujahideen along with 
their arms and vehicles. 

The mujahideen are advancing 
towards the Herat city, the reptnts 
said. 

In Badghis province, mujahi- 
deen launched offensives with 
light and heavy long range wea- 
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Mujahideen poised to launch 
operation on Herat city 



As a preliminary step to launch 
major operation on Herat city, the 
Afghan mujahideen attacked the 
outer security belts of Herat, the 
western Herat province of Afgha- 
nistan, and captured 400 militia- 
men and a large quantity of arms 
and ammunition, reports ANA. 

Giving details of mujahideen 
successes in Herat, Syed Noorul- 
lah Emad, naib amir of Jamiat-i- 
Islami Afghanistan told Afghan 
News Agency, Peshawar on Sun- 
day that mujahideen in their one- 
day operation around the city of 
Herat last Friday captured a 



cement factory in Rubat Paryan, a 
number of forts including Rubat 
Afghanha, Qila Safar Khan, Qila 
Nawak, Qila Khwaja Ha, Qila 
Yadgar, Qila Ghogha, Qila Deh 
Pa Deh, Kushkak, Bad-i-Saba and 
Deh Pa Deh Khurd. In the one- 
day operation mujahideen cap- 
tured 400 militiamen and seized 
two tanks, 20 PK machine guns, 
eight anti-tank dhashakas, 11 ZK- 
1, 301 Klashnikov rifles and 150 
vehicles including military trucks, 
loaders and some graders and land 
rollers. 

After Herat city this was the 
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second biggest military base of the 
regime in Herat province where 
divisions of Khad, militia and Sar- 
andoi police were stationed. By 
capturing a vast area mujahideen 
opened the highway linking Zinda 
Jan, Ghoryan and Kushkak 
districts upto the border with Iran. 

In Herat province two notorious 
militia commanders Daud Zhyan 
and Amir Syed Ahmad are in row 
against each other. Daud Zhyan 
has staged a mutiny against the 
regime and looted the Herat air- 
port a few days back while Amer 
syed Ahmad is loyal to the regime 
uptil now. Militiamen from the 
Pakhtoon Zarghoon and Obai 
districts have already surrendered 
to the mujahideen. 

Syed NooruUah emad said that 
efforts are under way to strike a 
consensus among all the mujahi- 
deen organisations for launching a 
decisive attack on the city of 
Herat, the capture of Herat will be 
another major set back for the 
Kabul regime after it lost control 
over Mazar-i-sharif, (Afghani- 
stan's second most strategically 
important city), this spring. 



pons on Qala-e-Nau, the capital of 
Badghis and district of Muqur-e- 
Arbab Aziz. As a result, Muqur-e- 
Arbab Aziz district, 10 kilometres 
north of Qala-e-Nau, was conque- 
red. All of the military and civil 
officers defected to the mujahi- 
deen. 

The mujahideen also captured 
garrison 514 of Qala-e-Nau. Three 
tanks, 15 vehicles and 1800 pieces 
of light and heavy weapons were 
also seized and 40 villages were 
liberated. 

The offensive on Qala-e-Nau 
city continues, reports said. 

Another report said, the muja- 
hideen seized a convoy of food- 
stuff and logistical material of the 
regime in the Glow Gaw area of 
Herat-Shindand highway. 

The convoy consisting 25 mili- 
tary vehicles was captured in a 
night assault. One mujahid embra- 
ced martyrdom in the assault. In 
the outskrits of Kabul mujahideen 
captured 30 posts of the city's first 
security belt on Deh Sabz district 
and the mujahideen have conti- 
nued advance in the area. 

AFP adds: Four explosions were 
heard on Thursday in the center of 
Kabul. 

The explosion were believed to 
be rockets, but no other details 
were immediately available. 

Mujahideen claim 
conquering 

capital of Ghazni 

PESHAWAR (MIDIA) — The 
Military office of Jamiat-e-Islami re- 
ported to the MIDIA that, following 
the victories of the Mujahideen and 
conquest of Parvan province, the 
historical Ghazni province, 100 km 
south-west of Kabul,., fell to the 
Mujahideen under the command of 
Qari Baba on Thursday. Details 
about this victory is not mentioned 
in the report. 

Meanwhile, according to the re- 
port of Shaheed Afzali Fronts the 
Mujahideen captured Obai district, 
5 kilometres east of Herat city and 
Kohsan district in the west of Herat 
province near , the Iran border on 
Thursday. 

The report adds that, during the 
conquest, four tanks and 1500 pieces 
of light and heavy weapons were 
captured by the Mujahideen. 

NATION 




Talks to decide Jalalabad's Mujawdeen 

i» X A» capture Jalalabad 

rate continue 



From Shamim Shahtd 

PESHAWAR ~ Agencies have 
denied the reports regarding the tali 
of Jalalabad. Capital of Nangarhar 
Province. But all quarters have con- 
firmed talks between the Governor 
and Afghan Mujahideen for forma- 
tion of an alliance to maintain sec- 
urity and peace in the city. 

A spokesman of the Peshawar- 
based Afghan Islamic Press told The 
Nution on telephone that comman- 
der Mehmood of Hizbe Islami 
Khalis was busy in talks with the rep- 
resentatives of the ruling Watan 
Party in Jalalabad. He said that it 
seemed that a joint council compris- 
ing Gen. Afzal Lodin, Governor of 
Nangarh, Gen Syed Agha comman- 
der of the armed forces and 
Mehmood on behalf of Mujahideen 
would be formed for running the af- 
fairs of the province. He further said 
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that Engineer Mehmood for finalis- 
ing arrangements had entered 
Jalalabad City along with a uroup of 
his Mujahideen. However, the re- 
maining Mujahideen would enter 
the City after signing an agreement 
among rival Afghan factions, he 
concluded. 

Engineer Abdul Oayoom Khan. 
Peshawar-based Afghan Consul in 
his comments said that negotiations 
of the Afghan Government officials 
were in progress with Mujahideen 
commanders in various parts of Af- 
ghanistan for making alliances at 
local levels. He termed the news re- 
garding the fall of Jalalabad on Sun- 
day as baseless. 

Similarly, a spokesman of the 
Peshawar based Interim Govern- 
ment also denied the reports of 
Pakistan Television about the fall of 
Jalalabad and said that like in the 



From Rahimuliah Yusufzai 

North negotiations among the rival PESHAWAR: Jalalabad, capital of 

.Afghan factions were in progress in Nangrahar province in eastern 

many besieged cities on the border Afghanistan, finally fell late Thursday 

areas of Afghanistan. The said evening after protected negotiations 

spokesman also confirmed the nor- between the city's defenders and 

mal situatioin in Kabul but jjaid that Afghan Miuahideen. 

Mujahideen of the rival political The border town of Torkhem in 

lorces had consolidated their posi- Afghanistan was crowded by Mu- 

tions around the capital. jahideen celebrating Jalalabad's fall 

The said spokesman lurther said bey firing in the air. Pakistan border 

^.i. 1 Tu"-' T^u 'T ^r^'*? guards, contacted on phone, said the 

Hmi ; i M r K v^'f^'f u >Iujahideen were firing wildly with 

Jam.at- .rslami has asked all the their Klashnikovs just a few yards 

hit^ d 1 ^iTh^r ' vY^ ^h''^"' '''I a^ay- They said the firing began as 

r'ut added that some .Muiahideen ot A u • , 

hardline groups were likely to turn H ''"^ 

the proposal ot Ahmad Shah 

Masood a deaf ear which would be 

very dangerous for the citizens of 

Kabul. 

According to independent 
sources including tribal traders it 

see next page 



Jalalabad 
may fall any moment 



From RahfanuNali YMzai 

PESHAWAR: Talks between the de- 
fenders of Jalalabad and the Afghan 
Miyahideen besieging it had reached a 
crucial stage and it was felt the strate- 
gic city in eastern Afghanistan would 
fall any moment. 

In fact, the Afghan Islami Press 
(AIP) run by Hezb-i-Islarai (Khalis) has 



over 10,000 heavy and light machine- 
guns, 90 APCs and tanks, 18 stores of 
ammunition and a meteorology sec- 
tion. 

The statement said the Miyahideen 
now controlled a strategic area 
stretching from Sarobi, sited 50 km 
east of Kabul, to the Pul-i-Charkhi 
Tangi (gorge) located only 20 km firom 
the capital. The Miyahideen were in 
control of the Jalalabad-Kabul high- 



akeady claimed Jalalabad's faU. The 

claim, however, wasn't confirmed by way, all the military installations in Sie 
several other Miyahideen sources, area, the power-stations at Sarobi and 



Jalalabad city calm 

PESHAWAR: An al-Bunyan xNews 
Service (ANS) staff correspondent 
who toured Jalalabad cit>' Sunday 
says the city is peaceful and the peo- 
ple were living normal life. 

Electricity supply was regular, 
colleges and Managarhar university 
were open, and government officials 
were working as usual. 

The city radio station is now op- 
erated by the Miyahideen staff, and 
the city administration is being run 
by multi-party council of the Mu- 
jahideen ANS said. 



Some said the garrison city would sur 
render soon. 

The AIP quoted a wireless message 
fi"om Hezb-i-Islami (Khalis) comman- 
der Engineer Mahmood which said 
that Jalalabad garrison commander 



Mahipar, and electricity transmission 
lines that supplied Kabul. Commander 
Abdul Haq, however, clarified that they 
won't stop supply of power to Kabul. 

The Miyahideen were also claiming 
the fall of Maidan Shahi, capital of 



General Afzal Lodin had surrendered Wardak province, sited 25 km south- 
to the Miyahideen. It added that only west of Kabul city. It reportedly fell to 



some militia units in a part of the city 
were still resisting the Miyahideen. 

Sarobi, sited midway between 
Jalalabad and Kabul also gave up to 
the Mujahideen on Sunday A state- 
ment said Sarobi zone army comman- 
der General Gubrang surrendered to 
Miyahideen commander Abdul Haq 



an alliance of Miyahideen groups, in- 
cluding the Shias. 

The fall of Aibak dty in Samangan 
province in northern Afghanistan was 
also claimed. 

Another msyor dty whose faU was 
claimed by the Miyahideen was Fidz- 
abad, capital of Badakhshan. It re- 



and turned over 185 vehides, several portedly feU to Jamiat commander 
hundred pieces of rockets and artillery, Abdul Baseer Khalid. 

SKI SSWS INTEMATIONAi 

- * 



Earlier, the Afghan News Agency 
reported that Jalalabd garrison sur- 
rendered to a joint council of Mu- 
jahideen from Nangrahar province. 

It said the Shura comprised all msyor i 
Miyahideen parties. It added that | 
there was no bloodshed on the occa- 1 
sion and everything was peaceful. j 
Nasrullah Baryala, a brother of 
Hezb-i-Islami (Khalis) commander 
Abdul Haq, while confirming Jalal- 
abad's fall said the garrison comman- 
der and offices wanted certain assur- 
ances which were granted by the 
Migahideen. He said the garrison of- 
fices were in particular concerned as 
to how law and order would be main- 
tained once the Miyahideen and 
refiigees enter the city He added that 
an announcement was earlier made in 
the city telling the people of the deci- 
sion.. 

Meanwhile, the Afghan Islamic 
Press earlier reported that six Army 
generals in Jalsdabad had written to 
the Nangrahar Commaders Shura 
showing their willingness to hand 
have the city administration to the 
Miyahideen. They include the Gover- 
nor Gen. Afzal Lodin, the garrison 
commander Lt. Gen. Mersyuddin 
Emran, Msg. Gen. Ghulam Riqir 
Wadan, Lt. Gen. Mohammad Qasira 
Burhani, Lt. Gen. Baz Mohammad 
and Msg. Gen. Syed Agha. 

It may be added that reports about 
the fall of Jalalabad were published in 
the newspapers a few days ago. Jalal- 
abad however fell on Thursday living 
true to its defiant character as it was 
the last provincial capital to fall in 
Afghanistan. The city had defied sev- 
eral big Mtuahideen offensives in the 
past. 



AI GMANIS TAN NEWS CLIPPING 



2IA 




Herat falls without fight 




encircled for 

final assault 



KABUL, April 17: The 
battle for Kabul entered a 
decisive phase on Friday as 
rival Mujahideen groups 
closed in on the Afghan 
capital from the north and 
the south. 

In the west of the country, 
Mujahideen were reported 
to have taken the city of 
Herat "without a fight". 

In an apparent attempt to 
stave off an assault on Kabul, 
Afghan Foreign Minister 
Abdul Wakil went to Charikar, 
65 km north of Kabul, to 
negotiate with Ahmad Shah 
Masood, whose fighters massed 
25 km from Kabul for a final 
push. 

Talks were also held between 
Mujahideen leaders and govern- 
ment representatives in Kandahar, 
Jalalabad,,l*arwan and Bagram. 



In the encircled Afghan capital, 
UN special envoy Benon Sevan 
held intensive negotiations with 
government officials. ' , 
A British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion cameraman who visited the 
town of Charikar, 60 km (40 miles) 
north of Kabul, and a nearby air- 
base captured from the govern- 
ment, estimated that , more than 
1,000 men loyal to commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood were prepar- 
ing to advance on Kabul. 
I The Mujahideen forces were 
ioined by units of government sol- 
Jiers who defected with their com- 
iianders and tanks. 

Kabul's army commander Gen 
vlohammad Nabi Azimi declared in 



a statement carried by state-run 
Kabul Radio that the armed forces 
would stand firm. 

The Afghan armed forces, speci- 
fically Kabul garrison personnel, 
are ready to fight until their last 
breath for peace," said the radio, 
monitored in Islamabad. 

Shelling could be heard occasion- 
ally to the south of Kabul where 
Masood's arch rival, Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar, was assembling his 
own forces to advance on the capi- 
tal. 

In Kabul, many residents fearing 
the city could become a battle 
ground boarded up their shops and 
stayed off the streets. 

"We are really afraid. We are 
weary of war," said one shop- 
keeper. 

Food prices have rocketed 
because of shortages and the fear 
of bloodshed. 

In Pakistan, Hekmatyar said he 
had ordered his men to enter Kabul 
to foil "international bids'* to forge 
a coalition between the govern- 
ment and other groups which he 
accused of conspiring with an. 
unspecified neighbouring country. 

Mujahideen groups based in 
Pakistan were gleeful on Friday. 

"We believe that there is no need 
for talking. We believe that the 
situation has gone beyond that 
stage," said Jamiat-i-Islami spokes- 
man NajibuUah Lafraie in 
Peshawar. 

"We appeal for the downfall of 
the regime and preparation of the 
ground for an Islamic govern- 
ment." 

Mujahideen figures such as 
Lafraie now question the need now 
for any government of neutrals. 

"The question that concerns us is 



that everything could break down 
into anarchy," the diplomat said. 
"We still support the UN peace pro- 
cess." 

Hekmatyar's Hezbi-Islami said it 
captured the western provincial 
capital of Herat during the day 
after its defenders surrendered 
with hardly a shot being fired. 

"The city fell almost without any 
resistance," the Hezb spokesman 
said. 

No further details of the opera- 
tion were available. 
The Hezb spokesman in 

UN Council 

NEW YORK, April 17: The 
United Nations Security Council 
held private consultations on 
Afghanistan late Friday 

night. — Reuter 

Related stories on 
Page 14 & Back Page 

Peshawar said he had received only 
a brief report of the capture of the 
city by radio from a party comman- 
der in the area. 

Fighting was reported between 
Hezb and Jamait-i-Islami fighters 
loyal to Masood around the big 
Shindand air base in western 
Afghanistan and there were scat- 
tered clashes across the south, 
Mujahideen sources in the Pakis- 
tani city of Quetta said. 

A leading figure in Kabul's ruling 
Watan Party, Farid Ahmad Maz- 
dak, said earlier the government 
could work with Masood and sev- 
eral other prominent field com- 
manders. * 

"With the departure of Najibul- 



lah there is now no obstacle in the 
way of peace. It is important for us 
to achieve understanding with our 
Mujahideen brothers 

In the southern city of Kandahar, 
the governor invited Mujahideen 
leaders for talks, sources said in 
Quetta. 

Party sources in Kabul said they 
expected Wakil and other leaders 
to go to Mazar-i-Sharif, Afghanis- 
tan's second city that fell to dissi- 
dent militiamen and Masood's 
forces last month. 

Mazar fell last month with very 
little fighting when its militia 
defenders agreed to form a joint 
governing military council 

The new government appealed 
on Friday to the people, the armed 
forces and the rebels to help in the 
transition. 

In a statement made available in 
Delhi, the government said: "Dear 
field non-government comman- 
ders, Afghan refugees, wherever 
you are situated, strive for the 
strengthening of Muslim brother- 
hood among Afghans.'* 

Najibullah's Watan Party vowed 
to keep its fallen leader's promise 
to hand over power to the proposed 
15-member neutral council. 

Several hardline Mujahideen 
leaders have rejected the UN plan, 
but Wakil said he had asked 
Mujahideen groups based in Pakis- 
tan and Iran to agree on the council 
as soon as possible. 

The embassy spokesman accused 
hardline leader Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar of trying to scuttle the 
peace process. 

Hekmatyar is trying to disturb 
the situation and trying to p 
benefit out of it," the spokes 
said. — Reuter 
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Herat falls to 

Muj ahi deen 



OUETTA (Agencies) — The 
metropolitan city of Herat in the 
western Iran bordering province of 
Afghanistan fell to the Mujahideen 
of Hezb-e-Islami Afghanistan on 
Friday afternoon, reports Afghan 
news agency. 

According to Mujahideen wire re- 
ports three eminent commanders of 
Hezb-i-Islami Phalawan Juma Gul, 
Karim Haq Dost and Arabab Karim 
alias Karim Zainal played a vital role 
in the fall of the city. They had laid 
a siege of the city and inserted pres- 
sured on the belligerent troops to 
surrender to the Mujahideen. 

Militia forces deployed at this cap- 
ital city and surrendered to the 
Mujahideen two days earlier. 

The commanders offered their 
Juma prayers at the city Jamia Mos- 
que and the situation was 'reported 
calm after the surrender of the re- 
gime troops. 

Mujahideen hoisted Hezb-i-Is- 
lami flag on all the sensitive installa- 
tions- of the city. This was the last 
regime controlled city in Herat as 
the airport and other districts of the 
province had already fallen to the 
Mujahideen. 

Mujahideen also broke into the 
city prison and released all the pris- 
oners lodged there. 

Wired reports received in the^ 
morning disclosed that Mujahideen 
had captured the 18th division and 
4th armour brigade of the army, 
complete details are yet to pour in. 

Meanwhile in another dramatic 
development Ittehad-i-Islami Com- 
mander, Haji Sher Alam captured 
three military posts in Paghman dis- 
trict of Kabul province. 

Mujahideen made advancements 
upto Bagh-i-Oaud around 12 
kilometres west of Kabul city. 



Meanwhile, soon after the uncon- 
firmed news of the suicide of the 
Afghan security agency, Khad Chief 
Gen. Farooq Yaqubi in Kabul amid 
highly complicated situation in the 
Afghanistan capital Kabul, some re- 
ports have claimed that the Defence 
Minister of Dr. Najceb's regime has 
also been killed. 

According to a Press release of 
the Al-Bunyan News Service, midia 
service run by Professor Abdur Rab 
Rasool Sayyaf the Defence Minister 
of the Kabul regime Lt. Gen. Aslam 
Watan Yar who was also a top leader 
of the Khalq faction of the Watan 
Party was shot dead in Kabul. 

The ANS at the same time while 
quoting another source said that 
some reports had indicated that 
Gen. Watan Yar had been woundd 
and admitted in a military hospital. 

The agency did not give more de- 
tails which throw light on the whole 
story of killing, injuring the Kabul 
regime Defence Minister. 

In New Delhi, officials at Af- 
ghanistan's embassy in India said 
Afghan Foreign Minister Abdul 
Wakil left Kabul on Friday for an 
historic first meeting with rebel 
leader Ahmed Shah Masood. 

"The latest is that Mr Wakil has 
gone to Charikar to see Masood," 

Herat falls to Hezb 
mujahideen 

The metropolitan city of Herat 
province , bordering Iran has fallen 
to mujahideen. 

ANA quoting reports from the 
front said Herat was fallen to three 
commanders of Hezb-i-Islami 
Afghanistan on Friday. Heavy 
pressure was exerted on the Kabul 
troops for surrender, who eventu- 
ally succumbed to it, the report 
added. 

The sources said, the mujahi- 
deen commanders offered Juma 
prayers at the city Jamia mosque 
and situation was reported calm 
after the surrender. Mujahideen 
also broke into the city prison and 
released all the prisoners lodged 
there. 

The mujahideen also captured 
18th division and 4th armour bri- 
gade of the armed forces. 



one official said. 

Charikar, Masood's stronghold 
about 65 km (40 miles) northwest of 
Kabul, is a vital link for the rebel 
leader's control of the Panjshir Val- 
ley, which straddles the key route 
to the former Soviet Union. 

Wakil, once a close confident of 
deposed President Najibullah, told 
a News conference on Thursday that 
power had been assumed by four 
Vice-Presidents and the ruling 
Watan Partv's Executive Commit- 
lee. 

His meeting with Masood will be 
the first time in Afghanistan's 14- 
year-old civil war that the govern- 
ment has officially announced it is 
negotiating with rebel leaders. 

An embassy spokesman con- 
firmed, Wakil had left for Charikar 
to meet some rebel leaders and said: 
"I am not sure if he is going to meet 
Masood alone". 

The spokesman said the interim 
government had the support of army 
generals including Deputy Defence 
Minister Gen. Mohammad Nabi 
Azemi and Gen. Rashid Dostam, 
who has been opposed to Najibul- 
lah. 

The new government appealed on 
Friday to the people, the armed 
forces and the rebels to help in the 
transition. 

In a statement made available in 
Delhi, the government said: "dear 
field non-government commanders. 
Afghan refugees, wherever you are 
situated, strive for the strengthening 
of Muslim brotherhood among Af- 
ghans. 

Najibullah's Watan Party vowed 
to keep its fallen leader's promise 
to hand over power to the proposed 

15-member neutral council. • 

Several hardline guerrilla leaders 
have rejected the UN plan, but 
Wakil said he had asked Mujahideen 
groups based in Pakistan and Iran 
to agree on the council as soon as 
possible. 

The embassy spokesman accused 
hardline leader Gulbadin Hek- 
matyar of trying to scuttle the peace 
process. 

"Hekmatyar is trying to disturb 
the situation and trying to get be- 
nefit out of it", the spokesman said. 

Our Peshawar correspondent 
adds: Former Afghan President Dr. 



Najibullah Khan who reportedly 
had taken refuge in the United Na- 
tions' office at Kabul was accom- 
panied by his ADC and brother. 

As per detail, after resignation 
Dr. Najibullah allegedly trying to 
leave the country was stopped by 
loyal troops to Gen. Nabi Azemi 
and Gen. Asif Delawar at Kabul 
Airport. At that time he was accom- 
panied by his younger brother Mr 

TThmadzai and ADC Gen. Jaspaar. 
Later, he along with them was re- 
moved to the United Nations' office 
at Kabul where he was still living 
with .Mr Benan Sevan. 

Mst. Fatana, wife of Dr Najibul- 
lah along with her three daughters, 
earlier reached in New Delhi. One 
daughter of Dr Najibullah is dis- 
abled. In New Delhi, family of Dr 
Najibullah joined the family of Mr 
Sarwari . Afghanistan's envoy in that 
country. Gen. Sarwari was stated a 
close relative of Dr Najibullah. 

The Voice of America in its even- 
ing Urdu Bulletin stated that Mr 
Sa^rwari had also requested for polit- 
ical asylum in India and had left the 
Afghan Embassy in New Delhi. 
However, it could not be ascer- 
tained that where Mr Sarwari, wife 
and duaghters of Dr. Najibullah had 
taken refuge. 

Similarlv, whereabouts of Afghan 
Prime Minister Fazal Haq Khaliqyar 
and other members of his cabinet 
are not available. 

NATION 

Hezb, Jamiat 
dashes reported 
in Herat 

F.P. Report 

QUETTA — Afghan^ mujahi- 
deen sources have confirmed that! 
negotiations between Kandaharj 
administration and Afghan com- 
manders except Hekmatyar groupj 
were likely to start on Friday night! 
or this morning to form a joint! 
Shoora to run the administrationj 
in Kandahar province, like the! 
ones already formed in Parwan] 
and Mazhar-i-Sharif . 

Meanwhile, fierce fighting i; 
reportedly going on between Hek- 
matyar and Rabbani groups foi 
Shindand air base 75 KM east oi 
Herat. 

According to Afghan sources 
Rabbani group leader Ismail Khan 
had contacted the Afghan armed | 
forces commander in Herat to 
form joint shoora to avoid bloods- 
hed between government forces 
and muiahideen. 
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Jalalabad's fate 



Continued from page I 
was impossible for any group to 
enter the city without the approval 
o( ilie ruling authorities. They ^dkl 
that most of the rulers ot the pro- 
vince wanted to form an alliance 
with the opponent Mujahideen and 
bt)th the sides were going ahead in 
this connection. They said that there 
was no single group of Mujahideen 
which could claim a stronghold in 
that province, therefore, the offi- 
cials were struggling to take into 
confidence all the Mujahideen par- 
ties. 

It was also learnt that apart from 
the Engineer Mehmood of Hizbe Is- 
lami Khalis, there were a number of 
Mujahideen commanders in the area 
who possessed strongholds in the 
area. They included Commander 
Shumali of Mahaz, Commander 
Deedar of Afghan national Libera- 
tion Front, Syed Mohammad Pchla- 
wan and Haji Qadeer of Hizbe Is- 
lami Khalis, Engineer Ghaffar of 
Hizbe Islami Hekmatyar and Saz 
Noor of Ittehad-i-Islami. 

The Nifa spokesman claimed that 
Commander Shumali was engaged 
in talks with authorities of Nan- 
garhar Province. He said that most 
of the «uthorities of Nangarhar pro- 
vince were planning to hold an ag- 
reement with the Mahaz Mujahi- 
deen in the area. 

Similar, news were also pouring 
in from Gardez, capital of Pakiia 
Province where talks between Gov- 
ernor Gen Imamuddin and Com- 
mander Haqqani were in progress. 
Gen Imam is that man who played 
leading role in coup against former 
President Sardar Mohammad Daud 
in 1978. 

On the other hand, under an ag- 
reement between Governor Gen 
NU)hammad Akram of Oandahar 
and Ouami Shura, the Mujahideen 
entered the city, while Peshawar- 
based midia slates that Qandahar 
city was surrendered to the Mujahi- 
deen of Joint Council. It also added 
that the surrender took place after 
the meeting of the . regime au- 
thorities with Governor Gen 
Mohammad Akram Mohammadzai, 
and Corp Commander and Gen 
Abdul Jabbar No6rzai. They an- 
nounced that they would transfer 
power to Mujahideen's Joint Coun- 
cil. However, the agency could not 
mention names of Mujahideen rep- 
resentatives who held talks with the 
authorities. 

PPI AddsiAccording to- the re- 
port Regiment No 15, the new divi- 
sion, Corp Command No 2 and the 
airbase are under the. control of the 
Mujahideen. 



Mcanwliik" a Mujahideen st)urcc 
reported to MIDI A on the basis of 
commander Abdul Hai Haqjo's 
radio message from Baghlan Pro- 
vince, that Division No. 20 Regi- 
ment No. 310 along with its eight 
posts 25 regime posts of Khad. 
Sarandoi and armed troops from 
Jelawgeer area upto Jarkhushk a 
batallion of Sarandoi (Police) in old 
citv. Division No. 504 in new city, 
one regiment in old city, a batallion 
of Khad. 15 posts of the Regiment 
No. 630 along with a great quantity 
of ammunitions surrendered to the 
Mujahideen. on April 19. 

The surrender of the military units 
swiftly continues. It is expected that 
it will be completed soon. 

According some more reports the 
fall of Jalalabad City which is the 
capital of Nangarhar Province of Af- 
ghanistan is expected any moment 
and the earlier reports of its fall to 
Mujahideen are incorrect. 

According to Al-Bunyan News 
Service here latest confirmed re- 
ports reaching from the embattled 
city of Jalalabad in eastern Af- 
ghanistan, say that the Mujahideen's 
field commanders were busy in di- 
rect negotiation with Governor 
Afzal Lodhin. a hard-core parcha- 
mite Marxist, for a peaceful surren- 
der of Jalalabad city, the 4th biggest 
Afghan citv after Kabul, Mazari 
Sharif, and Qandahar. 

An Afghan source had earlier re- 
ported the fall of the strategic city, 
Which houses the grave i?fJate Af- 
ghan King Amanullah Khan and 
once the joint capital of Nangarhar. 
konar and Laghman provinces. 

However, upon verification by 
All-Bunyan News Service (ANS) 
the reported fall of Jalalabad proved 
incorrect. 

The Parchami Governor of the 
city was insisting on concrete sec- 
urity guarantees from the Mujahi- 
deen commanders, before the con- 
trol of the Citv of nearlv half a mill- 
ion people is handed over to them. 

It is worth-mentioning, here that. 
River Konar and River Kabul passes 
through Jalalabad, on which Warsak 
Dam is built. 

Similarly Jalalabad houses biggest 
power station, located at Doronta, 
second biggest university, medical 
college, olive and dtrus farms and. 
above all, the 1 1th ijarrisom of the 
Afghan army. 

Jalalabad is only 100 kilometres 
away from the Pak-Afghan borders 
and is the linking point of Central 
Asia with the Sub-continent. The 
fall of Jalalabad is thus expected any 
moment. 



Jalalabad, two other 

towns fall 



KABUL, April 19: The Afghan 
ruling party's faltering grip on 
power further weakened on Sun- 
day as the major eastern city of 
Jalalabad and two other towns fell 
to Mujahideen. However the 
beleaguered regime got some 
respite when Commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood gave the assurance 
that his forces massed outside 
Kabul will not attack the city while 
peace talks are in progress. 

The Mujahideen captured 
Jalalabac after years of fruitless 
assaults. 

The Kabul government's 11th 
Division surrendered the city and 
air base on Sunday evening. 

It was the second major Afghan 
city to fall since ousted president 
NajibuUah tried to flee his 
besieged capital on Thursday. 

The fall of Jalalabad left Kan- 
dahar in the south as the only major 
centre outside Kabul remaining in 
government hands. 

Jalalabad, capital of Nangarhar 
province which borders Pakistan, 
had withstood numerous offensive 
since the last Soviet troops left 
Afghanistan three years ago. 

the Mujahideen also captured 
two more provincial capitals from 
government forces. 

They took Faizabad, capital of 
Badakhshan province in the north- 
east, and Maidan Shahr, capital of 
the central province of Wardak. 

They also reported the capture of 
the garrison town of Aibak in the 
northern province of Samangan. 

In Kabul the people heaved a 
sigh of relief as commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood gave an assurance 
that his forces massed outside 
Kabul will not attack the city while 
peace talks are in progress, Afghan 
Foreign Minister Abdul Wakil said. 

Wakil told a news conference he 
had met Masood for a second time 
and they discussed the United 
Nations peace plan for Afghanistan 



as well as the possibility of settuig 
up Mujahideen government. 

Wakil, making the Kabul govern- 
ment's first such concession in the 
14-year-old civil war, said he did 
not rule out the possibility that a 
Mujahideen-controlled govern- 
ment would be set up. 

Although Masood agreed to talk 
and other leaders called for 
restraint, the prospect of hardline 
leader Gulbadin Hekmatyar lead- 
ing his forces on Kabul were 
enough to cause alarm in the city. 

Hekmatyar crossed the border 
from Pakistan early on Saturday, 
vowing to attack Kabul unless the' 
city's rulers met his demand for a; 
transfer of power to a group hej 
nominated. 

In an apparent response, the nor- 
mal night curfew was brought for- 
ward one hour to 9 p.m. and con- 
voys of armoured personnel car 
riers roared through town as it 
went into effect. 

Volleys of automatic fire thun- 
dered sporadically through the 
day, most apparently caused by 
nervous trigger finders. The gov- 
ernment banned the carrying of 
arms by unauthorised people. 

In the midst of reverses, th 
regime apparently drew comfort 
from reports that coalitions wer 
forming between Afghan army 
chiefs and Mujahideen comman 
ders in some towns. 

"Coalitions between governmen 
forces and Mujahideen forces ar 
in the process of forming in Kan 
dahar, Herat, Gardez and in othe 
towns, a spokesman said. 

Kandahar in the south and Hera 
in the west are two of the bigges 
cities in Afghanistan after the capi 
tal Kabul. 

"You may witness in Kabul in th 
very nearf uture such formations o 
coalitions between Mujahidee 
and government forces," he said. 
Reuter 
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Kabul calm as Hezb 
surrender interior ministry 

New rulers spend full first day in office 



Agencies 

KABUL: The people of Kabul cau- 
tiously returned to streets Wednes- 
day after radical rebels surrendered 
their last stronghold, bringing an ap- 
parent end to a fierce four-day battle 
for control of the capital. 

About 260 fighters of the strict 
fundamentalist Hezb-e-Islami group 
were being held prisoner ^^fednesday 
after abandoning the interior min- 
istry complex Tuesday night, said a 
Miyahideen conunander loyal to the 
new government. 

Heavily armed soldiers under the 
command of Ahmed Shah Masood, 
defence minister in the new coalition 
government, were clearly in control 
of the ministry compound as dawn 



broke. 

3 The three-hour battle came just 
hours after the triumphant arrival of 
a convoy carrying thousands of Mu- 
jahideen and their leaders. 

Only a few hours before they 
were captured, Hekmatyar's rebels 
shared their rice and beans with a 
Reuter correspondent and said they 
had no wish to fight. They were de- 
lighted that SibghatuHah Mojadeddi 
had arrived in Kabul to take over as 
head of the new Islamic government. 
But one of Masood's men said the 
rebel guerrillas had refused to sur- 
render peacefully and a fire-fight had 
ensued. 

Afghanistan's new rulers began 
their first full day in office on 
Wednesday. '*It's a source of great 



KABUL (AFP) - Sporadic 
fighting continued in the Afghan 
capital Wednesday, following the 
capture overnight of the Interior 
Ministry by troops loyal to the new 
interim government of Sigbatullah 
Mujaddedi. 

There were reports of fighting on 
the outskirts of Kabul, and the 
sound of shelling and automatic 
gunfire could be heard in various 
districts, while the airport, threat- 
ened in the past three days by anti- 
aircraft fire of the fundamentalist 
Hezb-i-Islami faction, was closed 
to civilian flights. 

Interim President Mujaddedi, 
who took power Tuesday from 
renmants of the Soviet-installed 
Kabul regime, told diplomats he 
regretted problems resulting from 
the heavy fighting in Kabul be- 
tween rival groups. 

"This violence will naturally 
create some problems. But we are 
going to counter it," he said. "This 
is not the time for killing people, 
torturing people ... it is the time of 
fiiendship, of co-existence," he 
added. 

In a brief conversation with re- 
porters, Mujaddedi said Hezb 
leader Gulbadin Hikmatyar was not 
in a position to pose a serious 
, threat to Afghanistan's new Islamic 
transitional government. 



"He cannot do too much against 
us now," he said. 

A spokesman for the interim 
president told AFP that Jamiat-i- 
Islami fighters backing Mujaddedi 
were in control of the Interior 
Ministry, having driven Hikmatyar 

troops out. 

"We took about 125 prisoners in 
the battle," said a Jamiat com- 
mando. 

An employee who had hidden 
under a pile of blankets in the 
ministry was executed by an Uzbek 
militiaman Wednesday, witnesses 
said. 

"They wanted to fight, they 
would not negotiate," a US pho- 
tographer who , wimessed the 
shooting quoted an Uzbek mili- 
tiaman as saying afterwards. 

Kabul residents woke Wednes- 
day to a total breakdown of light, 
power and water in the capital. 

"All the town is in bad shape as 
• you know," Mujaddedi said. "Even 
1 cannot get a cup of coffee or tea." 

Several civil servants told AFP 
that families they knew had 
"packed their bags and left by road 
for Pakistan." 

NATION 



happiness that we are once again 
seeing our beloved country," said 
Mojadeddi, back in Kabul for the 
first time in almost 20 years. "On be- 
half of the government of the repub- 
lic of Afghanistan, I congratulate you 
on the peacefiil transfer of power to 
the govenunent of Mtyahideen," said 
ex-prime minister F^aal Haq Khaliq- 
yar. He pledged full cooperation 
from himself and all government 
workers. 

The fall of the interior ministry 
was the final blow for Hekmatyar in 
Kabul. His forces had been pushed 
back a day earlier fi-om Martyr's Hill, 
commanding Kabul's southern ap- 
proaches and airport. 



Sporadic fighting 
continues in Kabul 



Interior 



Ministry 
captured 

From Our Special Representative 

KABUL, April 29: Troops loyal to 
Prof Mujaddedi's government on 
Wednesday morning captured the 
main Interior Ministry building 
after a bloody battle with Hizb-i- 
Islami men who were holding it for 
the last five days. 

The victory for Dostum militia 
and Masood men ended the last 
foothold of Hekmatyar's inside 
Kabul flushing his people out at 
4 a.m. after two were killed and 
over 100 surrendered. 

The fall of the Interior Ministry 
where about 150 men were 
stranded and surrounded for five 
days, means the Mujaddedi troops 
have now complete control of 
Kabul and Hekmatyar's men have 
been thrown out to the fringes from 
where they occasionally lob roc- 
kets on populated areas. 

A visit to the Interior Ministry by 
this correspondent showed a 
totally devastated house with rub- 
ble all around and half of the build- 
ing, including the Minister's office, 
totally burnt. 

The Indian embassy, just oppo- 
site the Interior Ministry, also 
received some rocket shells in the 
night but no damage was done. 



The gunfire and artillery exchanged ~^ 
during the battle for the interior 
ministry was heavy, but the guerrilla 
commander, who identified himself 
only as Mohair, said only one of his 
fighters was wounded. He said 
there were no casualties among the 
Hezb-e-Islami fighters. There was 
no word Wednesday from their 
leader, Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, the 
only significant rebel leader to re- 
sist cooperation with the new, 20- 
member provisional council. 

Commander Mohair said Hek- 
matyar's guerrillas inside the inte- 
rior ministry finally called out over 
a loudspeaker that they were ready 
to give up. "They realised they 
would be killed so they surren- 
dered," he said. Although the capi- 
tal was virtually in control of coali- 
tion forces Wednesday, Hekmatyar's 
partisans may still retain some po- 
sitions in the city and surroimding 
hills. 

Mojadeddi has promised 
amnesty for all sides. But when 
asked Tuesday whether Nsyibullah 
was included, he said the council 
would let "the Aifghan people de- 



cide." Nsyibullah has been in hiding 
in the capital since his ouster. 

Mojadeddi is to govern for two 
months, then give power for four 
months to Burhanuddin Rabbani, 
poUtical leader of Masood's Jamiat- 
e-Islami party. A council is then to 
choose an interim government to 
oversee elections, expected within 
two years. 

The Red Cross said at least 15 
people were killed and nearly 300 
wounded by Tuesday morning, but 
the actual toll is thought to be much 
higher. 

The capital residents began re- 
turning to streets to shop for food. 
The electricity and water were out 
in most of the war-scarred city. 

Afghans fear their coimtry may 
be on the brink of a new civil war 
between Hekmatyar's largely Pash- 
tun forces in the south and the Tsyik 
and Uzbek minorities that make up 
the bulk of Masood's northern al- 
Uance. 

But Hekmatyar may yet be 
drawn back to the negotiating table 
in true Afghan fashion where yes- 
terday's enemies become today's 
friends. 
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^Mujahideen claim fall of 
Kunduz, Helmand 



F.P. Report 

The Jamiat-i-Islami announced 
on Saturday the fall of Kunduz, 
while reiterating that its forces 
were solely responsible for taking 
Herat a day earlier. 

-Kunduz and its historic fort fell 
into the hands of the mujahideen 
at noon" , the Jamiat's news agency 
MIDIA said. Jamiat officials 
rejected claims by the rival Hezb-i- 
Islami that it took Herat. 

AFP reported from Kabul that 
after Najib power was now being 
held by two committes — one mili- 
tary and the other poHtical. The 
military committee is headed by 
Gen. Abdul Haq Olomi while the 
eight-member political one inclu- 
des Abdul Wakil, Farid Mazdak, 
Najmuddin Kiyani, Suleman 
Layeq, Gen. Asif Dilawar, 
Mohammad Baryalai (half-brot- 
her of Babrak Karmal) and others. 

Meanwhile, leaders of the for- 
merly ruling communist Watan 
Party are still functioning although 
many forces are trying to assert 
their authority, especially gene- 
rals. 

In Peshawar Jamiat-i-Islami 
Afghanistan called on the UN 



Saturday not to concern itself with 
the departure of ousted president 
Najibullah . and concentrate 
instead on transferring power to a 
mujahideen government m Kabul. 

Meanwhile, the HIA leader 
Hekmatyar, crossed the border 
into Afghanistan Saturday, his 
party said. 

PPI reported from Moscow that 
Afghan situation was discussed on 
telephone by the Russian foreign 
minister Anderi Kozyrev and 
American secretary of state James 
Baker. 

PPI quoted Jamiat spokesman 
in Peshawar Dr Lafrai to have 
denied any involvement by Iran 
inside Afghanistan. 

He stated that a wrongful 
impression was being created in 
this regard as the Iranian govern- 
ment had nothing to interfere for. 

Reuter reported from New 
Delhi that new Kabul government 
had reached an accord with rebel 
leader Ahmad Shah Masood to 
prevent fighting in the Afghan 
capital, its embassy in India said on 
Saturday. 

Counsellor Ziauddin Nassery 
described foreign minister Abdul 



Wakil's talks with Masood on Fri- 
day as "detailed and positive"'. 

Meanwhile, former Afghan 
ambassador, Ahmad Sarwar said 
in a telephone call that the new 
government in Kabul was illegal 
and that he remained his country's 
ambassador. He refused to say 
where he was staying. 

Kabul's army commander, Gen. 
Mohammad Nabi Azimi on the 
other hand said loyal troops would 
fight to the last man to defend the 
city. 

PPI quoted a report on the basis 
of Afghan commander, Ismail 
Khan's radio mess; ^e which clai- 
med that the Shendand airbase 
was captured by mujahideen after 
the fall of Shendand district on 
Saturdav. 

AFP reported from Kabul that 
sporadic shooting broke out 
between different army units in at 
least two places in Kabul on Satur- 
day. 

in the old bazar area of Kabul 
Saturday morning, shops hastily 
downed shutters and shooting 
broke out in a nearby street, shop- 
keepers said. An AFP reporter 



near the mmistry or interior repor- 
ted two incidents ot gunfire. The 
ministry, across the road from the 
Indian embassy, is close to a secu- 
rity police compound. 

There were no immediate 
reports of casualties in the shoo- 
ting and the city apparently retur- 
ned to calm by midday. 

PPI reported that the south- 
western Afghan province of Hel- 
mand was surrendered- to mujahi- 
deen on Saturday afternoon. This 
was the third important city to fail 
after Sindhand airbase and Kun- 
duz city. 

Maiwand district of Kandhar 
also reportedly fell to Hezb-i- 
Islami mujahideen. This was follo- 
wed by the fall of Kang district of 
Neemroz province and the security 
posts of Sanaji in Kandahar. 
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Kunduz, Shin Dhand, 
Helmand fall to Mujahideen 



Agencies 

PESHAWAR: The situation in Kabul 
having gone completely saturated, 
the gate towards tiie final victory of 
the Miyahideen has opened and 
msgor cities and provinces falls one 
after another to them without any 
ms^or resistance or with even no re- 
sistance at all, reports ANA. 

In the wake of such develop- 
ments the south-western province of 
AJfghanistan, Helmand was surren- 
dered to the Mujahideen Saturday af- 
ternoon by the belligerent regime- 
troops. This is third important city 
that has been surrendered to the Mu- 
jahideen in one day as earlier the 
Shin Dhand air base in the western 
Earah province and Kunduz city and 
its military airport fell to the Mu- 



jahideen after minor resistance. 

Besides, dramatic changes are 
also taking place in other parts of 
the country and there is flood of de- 
fections to the Miyahideen particu- 
larly the Miyahideen of Hezb-i-Islami 
Hekmatyar. This very day the Mai- 
wand district of Kandahar also fell to 
Hezb-i-Islami's Miyahideen which 
was followed by the fall of "Kang" 
district of Neemroz province of Mu- 
jahideen under commander Moham- 
mad Rafique Khan Saturday after- 
noon. 

The security posts of Sanaji in 
Kandahar were also surrendered to 
the Miyahideen of commander 
Sarkhatib while Miyahideen con- 
tacted the besieged troops men in 

see next page 



'Badakhshan 

proclaims 
independence' 

F.P. Monitoring Report 

According to Radio Sada-i- Afg- 
hanistan, Badakhshan has proclai- 
med total independence. 

The radio believed to be run by 
the Afghan mujahideen in its bro- 
adcast on Thursday morning clai- 
med that the leaders of Badakhs- 
han have declared that they would 
run their state on their own. 

However, a spokesman of the 
Hezb-i-Isiami when contacted by 
The Frontier Post in Peshawar said 
that it was totally a baseless pro- 
paganda by the vested interests. 
He did not identify the 'vested 
interests'. 
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Kunduz City 

falls to Jamiat 
Mujahideen 

From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR (AFP)--The 
Afghan Jamiat-i-Islami announced 
Saturday the fall of Kunduz, while 
reiterating that its forces were 
solely responsible for taking Herat 
a day earlier. 

"Kunduz and its historic fort fell 
into the hands of the Mujahideen at 
noon," the Jamiat's news agency 
MIDIA said here. 

The situation in the city in 
northern Afghanistan, near the 
border of Tajikistan, was quiet and 
Jamiat fighters were "advancing on 
the airport," MIDIA said. 

It added that only fighters of Is- 
mail Khan, who is affiliated to the 
tivity in the City during the last two 
days, made an impassioned appeal 
to the people 'to let him complete 
his tenure'. My government's poli- 
cies are aimed at ameliorating the 
plight of 120 million people' of 

Pakistan. Wait for three years and 
Pakistan will not need to beg from 
abroad.' 

He said Pakistan's political his- 
tory was replete with wrongdoings 
and the nation would face their 
consequences for generations." We 
took this situation as a challenge 
and will not give up our efforts 
until Pakistan stands on its own 
feet," he said while asking the Op- 
position leaders, who he termed 
opportunists and introverts, "to tol- 
erate Pakistan if they can't tolerate 
Nawaz Sharif. 

On this occasion the Prime Min- 
ister conceded that Pakistan lagged 
far behind the developed world in 
the sectors of health, education and 
that unemployment here had at- 
tained an alarming proportion. His 
Government's biggest mission, he 
claimed, was to eliminate poverty, 
create peace and provide a re- 
spectable livelihood to everybody. 



Haqqani takes over 
Gardez, Kandahar 



MONITORING REPORT 

IMPORTANT Afghan cities of 
Gardcz and Kandaiiar have also 
fallen to the Mujahidcen led by 
Commander Jalaluddin Haqqani. 

According to VGA, govt 
troops surrendered to Haqqani 
Sunday morning. General 
Imamuddim arrived in the 
Mujahideen area and Haqqani 
appointed a team headed by 
Rchmatullah Safi who held talks 
with him and later he surrendered 
to the Mujahideen. 

All the Afghan forces in 
Ghazni province have also 
surrendered to Qari Baba and the 
forces of Kandahar have 
surrendered to the Kandahar 
Shoora of Mujahideen. 

Shoora of all the commanders 
has been formed in connection 
with latest and ongoing situation 
in Kandahar. 

VGA says Commander 
Ahmed Shah Masood had an hour 
long— talks with Commander 
Jalaluddin Haqqani on wireless 
and assured the later that his steps 
are not against other Mujahideen. 
He also apprised him about the 
talks which are going on with the 
Kabul regime. The 
provincial headquarters of the 
Northern Samangan province, 
Aibak, fell to the Afghan 
Mujahideen early Sunday 
morning, say confirmed reports 
received here. 

According to reports the 
besieged troops surrendered the 
garrison and defected to the 
Mujahideen under Commander, 
Ustad Gbaidullah, without any 
resistance. 

Details say that Mujahideen 
entered the Samangan city and 
broke open the city prison 
releasing all the Mujahideen 
prisoners locked up there by the 
Najib regime. 

It has already been reported 



that three most strategically 
important places, the Kunduz City 
ii5 airport, the Shindhand military 
air base in the western province 
also fell to the Mujahideen 
Saturday. 

Situation in other parts of the 
country is fast turning in favour of 
the Mujahideen. Negotiations are 
also reported to be continuing for 
the peaceful surrender of 
Kandahar and Gardazc garrisons 
in the south-western and eastern 
provinces of Afghanistan. 

Meanwhile, a Mujahideen 
source from inside Afghanistan 
has informed that Jalalabad, the 
capital of Ningarhar has com- 
pletely been surrendered to 
Mujahideen Sunday evening. 

MIDIA reports that Jalalabad 
city was under the siege of 
Mujahideen for the last two years. 
Division No 11 air-base and all 
the security posts of the city 
defected tc the Mujahideen. 

The capital city of Maidan 
Wardak province, Maidan Shahr, 
25 kilometres South-West of 
Kabul city also felt to Mujahideen 
of Hezb-i-Islami and Ittehad-i- 
Islami Afghanistan Sunday. 
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Mujahideen 
leaders 
meet to 
finalise list 

PESHAWAR, April 14: As the. 
dramatic developments are con- 
tinuing on both military and po- 
litical fronts regarding the solu- 
tion of the x\fghan problem, 
leaders of all the Mujahideen or- 
ganisations resumed crucial 
deliberations here Tuesday af- 
ternoon to finalise the list of 
candidates for the interim 
administration. 

Those who attended the 
meeting were Engineer Gul- 
badin Hekmatyar, Pof. Sib- 
ghatullah Mujaddadi, Prof 
Burhanuddin Rabani, Maulvi 
Mohammad Nabi IV^ohammadi, 
Peer Syed Ahmad Gillani, Kar- 
im Khalili, Qazi Mohammad 
Amin Waqad, Syed Asif Mohse- 
ni, Ayatullah Jebraili and a lead- 
er of Ittehadi Islami representat- 
ing Prof Abdur Rab Rasool Say- 
yaf. However, Maulvi Moham- 
mad Younus Khalis did not turn 
up nor he was represented at the 
meeting by any of his party 
representative. The meeting 
which began at 1400 hours re- 
mained in session till the filing 
of this report. 

The Hezb-i-Islami Amir, En- 
gineer Gulbadin Hekmatyar had 
to chair an emergency meeting 
of his party's executive council^ 
as a result of which he was 
replaced by Engineer Qutbud- 
din Hilal, Chairman Political 
committee of HI A at the meet- 
ing at 1730 hours. The executive 
Council meting of HIA was 
called to evaluate the situation 
in Kabul following the fall of 
Parwan Province to Mujahideen 
and the new developments both 
on political and military spheres. 
This meeting also continued till 
the filing of this report at 1100 
hours. 

Sources close to the Muja- 
hideen leaders confided that the 
Mujahidcen organisations 
would appri>\ c the list of "con- 
sensual candidates" for the in- 
terim administration that will 
replace the NajibuUah's regime, 
restore peace in Afghanistan and 
conduct elections within its one 
year tenure. — ANA 
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Appeal for recognition^ food assistance 

Mujaddadi announces 
general amnesty 
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From Shamim Shahid 

PESHAWAR — Prof. Sibghatul- 
lah Mujaddadi, Leader of the 50- 
member Commission of the Mujahi- 
deen interim government, has an- 
nounced general amnesty for Af- 
ghan government troops, soliders 
and officers. 

Expressing his views at a Press 
conference on Friday night. Prof. 
Mujaddadi hoped that Afghan 
Mujahideen commanders will ob- 
serve security in their areas. He cal- 
led upon the friendly countries to 
provide food assistance to Afghan 
Mujahideen as they had experienced 
severe difficulties and most of the 
areas were facing a starvation-like 
situation. 

Prof. Mujaddadi lauded efforts of 
Pakistan. Saudi Arabia, Iran and 
other friendly countries with whose 
financial and arms support they had 
achieved their objectives. He also 
praised the United Nations for its 
whole whole-hearted support them. 

He further said that he was confi- 
dent that friendly countries, espe- 
cially Pakistan, Iran and Saudi 
Arabia will formally recoijnise their 
government. He also suggested to 
the United Nations to transfer Af- 

[Masood to 
'head 6-man 



council 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR — The Peshawar- 
based six resistance groups who en- 
tered into an agreement on Friday 
announced formation of a six- 
member defence council for taking 
control of the situation in Kabul with 
Ahmad Shah Masood as its head. 

The remaining members of the 
council included Abdul Haq of 
Hizbe Islami Khalis, Sher Alam of 
Ittehad-i-Islami, Siddique Ullah of 
Harakat-i-Islami, Shah Rukh of 
Mahaz-i-Milli and Commander 
Deedar of Afghan National Libera- 
tion Front. Similarly, the six coali- 
tion partners have also announced 
names of their nominees to the prop- 
'dseiJ 5T-rliFrttb^r cbmfnissibn . In the 
Commission, the six parties will 
nominate 30 of their field comman- 



ghanistan's seat to the Mujahideen 
government. 

He added that Afghanistan was 
destroyed and the Afghan people 
could noi reconstruct it. He called 
upon the world to support the Af- 
ghans in their efforts for resotration 
of a peaceful atmosphere in their 
country as well as in reconstruction 
and rebuilding process of their 
motherland. 

Just before midnight on Friday, 
the Afghan leaders helped by Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif announced at 
a Press conference that all of them 
had reached a decision about the fu- 
ture of their motherland. The for- 
mula accepted by the leading Af- 
ghan resistance leaders, comprises 
a number of phases. 

The Press conference was at- 
tended by leaders and deputies 
seven parties. They included Prof. 
.Mujaddadi of Afghan National Lib- 
eration Front. Prof. Rabbani of 
Jamiat-i-Islami, Prof. Rasool Sayyaf 
of Ittehad-i-Islami, Maulvi Moham- 
mad Nabi of Harakat-i-Islami, Pir 
Syed Ahmad Gilani of National Is- 
lamic Front, Maulvi Najamuddin of 
Hizbe Islami (Khalis) and Mr Jab- 
raili of Shura-i-Ietelaf. Engineer 

ders each party would nominate five 
members in the Commission. - 

The HIA Khalis named Jalalud- 
din Haqqani, Abdul Haq, Abdul 
Manan, Pacha Sangar and Khaista 
as its nominees in the commission. 
The Harakat-i-Islami of Maulvi 
Mohammad Nabi named Shahbaz 
Ahmadzai, Commander Siddique 
Ullah, Mohammad Musa, Maulvi 
Abdullah and Mohammad Rasool 
as its representatives. 

The Afghan National Liberation 
Front of Prof Sibghatullah Mujad- 
dadi elected Mohammad Deedar, 

Fazal Karim, Mohammad Naeem, 
Maulvi Said Mohammad and Dr 
Najibullah as its representatives. 
The National Islamic Front of Pir 
Syed Ahmad Gillani named Maulvi 
Mohammad Qasim Khan, Syed Sal- 
man Grllani, Abdul Wall, Pehlwan 
Hafiz Hadi and Dr Shah Rukh, 
Moulvi Mohammad Amir Moham- 
mad Yassar, Amir, Sher Alam and 
Mohammad Anwar were named as 
nominees of Ittehad-i-Islami. 
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Qutbuddin of Hizbe Islami (Hek- 
matyar) and representatives of 
Hizbe Wahdat were not present. 

Briefing the newsmen. Prof. 
Rasool Sayyaf, tianked by his col- 
leagues, said that during the first 
phase of the acord a 50-member de- 
legation under the leadership of 
Prof. Mujaddadi will leave for Kabul 
within two days for getting power 
from the collapsed regime in Kabul 
He said that the 50-member com- 
mission will comprise 30 field com- 
manders representing various jehad 
groups, ten ulema and 10 nominees 
of the resistance groups. 

The said commission. Prof. 
Sayyaf, who along with his resis- 
tance colleagues was addressing the 
Press conference under a big por- 
trait of Ouaid-i-Azam Mohammad 
Ali Jinnah, told newsmen, will get 
power from the regime in Kabul and 
will run affairs of the country for a 
period of two months. After com- 
pletion of two months tenure of the 
said commission, it could be con- 
verted into an Islamic Council which 
will work with the Islamic govern- 
ment to be formed under the leader- 
ship of Prof. Burhanuddin Rabbani. 

Prof. Savvaf said that after two 



months an Islamic government will 
be formed. The government will be 
for a period of four months and its 
term will start after completion of 
the tenure of commission of Prof. 
Mujaddadi. The government will 
also be a cabinet in which a nominee 
of Hizbe Islami (Hekmatyar) will be 
prime minister. He said that it was 
decided that the resistance group 
leaders will not be candidates for 
prime ministership or other ministe- 
rial posts. 

From among the ministers, the 
Prime Minister will have three de- 
puties. Prof. Sayyaf said, and added 
that they will- also be nominees of 
the respective parties. The deputies' 
posts will go to Hizbe Islami 
(Khalis), Ittehad-i-Islami and Na- 
tional Islamic Front of Pir Syed 
Ahmad Gilani. Among the ministe- 
rial posts, he added. Defence minis- 
try will go to Jamiat-i-Islami of Prof. 
Rabbani, Interior Affairs to Ittehad- 
i-Islami, Foreign Ministry to NIFA 
of Pir Gilani, Education Ministry 
will go to Hizbe Islami of Maulvi 
Younas Khalis and Justice, Law and 
Parliamentary Affairs will go to 
Harakat-i-Islami of Maulvi Moham- 

see next page 



Shi'ite fighters reject 
Afghan council 




TEHRAN (AFP)- The Hezb-i- 
Wahdat, a coalition of Iran-based 
Afghan Shiite Mujahideen, on Sat- 
urday rejected an accord reached in 
Pakistan for a 51 -member council 
to take power in Kabul. 

"We reject this accord, which is 
incomplete and will not succeed 
because it does not take into ac- 
count the social realities of the 
Afghan Muslim people," Hezb-i- 
Wahdat spokesman Abdolhagh 
Shafagh told AFP. 

Agreement on the council was 
reached Friday by political leaders 
at their headquarters in Peshawar. 

On Saturday, rival Mujahideen 
troops peacefully Kblrover Kabul, 
occupying the presidential palace, 
the radio and television station and 
most ministries. 

"Taking into account that repre- 
sentatives of Hezb-i-Wahdat were 



not present at the Peshawar meet- 
ing, we cannot accept this accord, 
which does not respect social reali- 
ties," said Shafagh. 

He said the different ethnic 
groups of Afghanistan were not 
represented in the proposed council 
in proportion to their numbers and 
their role in fighting the govern- 
ment. 

Other Mujahideen groups were 
also opposed to the Peshawar deal, 
the Shiite spokesman said. "If they 
had been in agreement... , they 
would not have started marching 
on Kabul." 

The Hezb-i-Islami of Gulbuddin* 
Hekmatyar, a key Sunni leader, has 
not rejected the agreement but im- 
posed a number of conditions in- 
cluding elections to be held after 
one year. 
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Haqqani takes over 
Gardez, Kandahar 



MONITORING REPORT 

IMPORTANT Afghan cities of 
Gardcz and Kandsiiar have also 
fallen to the Mujahideen led by 
Commander Jalaluddin Haqqani. 

According to VGA, govt 
troops surrendered to Haqqani 
Sunday morning. General 
Imamuddim arrived in the 
Mujahideen area and Haqqani 
appointed a team headed by 
Rchmatullah Safi who held talks 
with him and later he surrendered 
to the Mujahideen. 

All the Afghan forces in 
Ghazni province have also 
surrendered to Qari Baba and the 
forces of Kandahar have 
surrendered to the Kandahar 
Shoora of Mujahideen. 

Shoora of all the commanders 
has been formed in connection 
with latest and ongoing situation 
in Kandahar. 

VGA says Commander 
Ahmed Shah Masood had an hour 
long — talks with Commander 
Jalaluddin Haqqani on wireless 
and assured the later that his steps 
are not against other Mujahideen. 
He also apprised him about the 
talks which are going on with the 
Kabul regime. The 
provincial headquarters of the 
Northern Samangan province, 
Aibak, fell to the Afghan 
Mujahideen early Sunday 
morning, say confirmed reports 
received here. 

According to reports the 
besieged troops surrendered the 
garrison and defected to the 
Mujahideen under Commander, 
Ustad Gbaidullah, without any 
resistance. 

Details say that Mujahideen 
entered the Samangan city and 
broke open the city prison 
releasing all the Mujahideen 
prisoners locked up there by the 
Najib regime. 

it has already been reported 



that three most strategically 
important places, the Kunduz City 
its airport, the Shindhand military 
air base in the western province 
also fell to the Mujahideen 
Saturday. 

Situation in odier parts of the 
country is fast turning in favour of 
the Mujahideen. Negodations are 
also reported to be continuing for 
the peaceful surrender of 
Kandahar and Gardaze garrisons 
in the south-western and eastern 
provinces of Afghanistan. 

Meanwhile, a Mujahideen 
source from inside Afghanistan 
has informed that Jalalabad, the 
capital of Ningarhar has com- 
pletely been surrendered to 
Mujahideen Sunday evening. 

MIDIA reports that Jalalabad 
city was under the siege of 
Mujahideen for the last two years. 
Division No 1 1 air-base and all 
the security posts of the city 
defected tc the Mujahideen. 

The capital city of Maidan 
Wardak province, Maidan Shahr, 
25 kilometres South-West of 
Kabul city also felt to Mujahideen 
of Hezb-i-Islami and Ittehad-i- 
Islami Afghanistan Sunday. 
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Mujahideen 
leaders 
meet to 
finalise list 

PESHAWAR, April 14: As the. 
dramatic developments are con- 
tinuing on both military and po- 
litical fronts regarding the solu- 
tion of the Afghan problem, 
leaders of all the Mujahideen or- 
ganisations resumed crucial 
deliberations here Tuesday af- 
ternoon to finalise the list of 
candidates for the interim 
administration. 

Those who attended the 
meeting were Engineer Gul- 
badin Hekmatyar, Pof. Sib- 
ghatullah Mujaddadi, Prof 
Burhanuddin Rabani, Maulvi 
Mohammad Nabi Mobammadi, 
Peer Syed Ahmad Gillani, Kar- 
im Khalili, Qazi Mohammad 
Amin Waqad, Syed Asif Mohse- 
ni, Ayatullah Jebraili and a lead- 
er of Ittehadi Islami representat- 
ing Prof Abdur Rab Rasool Say- 
yaf. However, Maulvi Moham- 
mad Younus Khalis did not turn 
up nor he was represented at the 
meeting by any of his party 
representative. The meeting 
which began at 1400 hours re- 
mained in session till the filing 
of this report. 

The Hezb-i-Islami Amir, En- 
gineer Gulbadin Hekmatyar had 
to chair an emergency meeting 
of his party's executive council^ 
as a result of which he was 
replaced by Engineer Qutbud- 
din Hilal, Chairman Political 
committee of HI A at the meet- 
ing at 1730 hours. The executive 
Council meting of HIA was 
called to evaluate the situation 
in Kabul following the fall of 
Parwan Province to Mujahideen 
and the new developments both 
on political and military spheres. 
This meeting also continued till 
the filing of this report at 1100 
hours. 

Sources close to the Muja- 
hideen leaders confided that the 
Mujahideen organisations 
would apprtn c the list t)f "con- 
sensual candidates" for the in- 
terim administration that will 
replace the Najibullah's regime, 
restore peace in Afghanistan and 
conduct elections within its one 
year tenure. — ANA 
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Ci.'nnmied trom pii^e I 
:tv; J \ahi. The roniainiiig ministc- 
riai i'osi^ w ill he distributed later on 
among the Jehad forces, he re- 
marked. 

Prot. Sayvat further said that in 
ilie meantime the interim govern- 
ment of Prof. Rabbani will make ar- 
rangements for a meeting of the 
grand Islamic shura or council, to 
be comprised of several hundred 
people. The said shura will decide 
about the future of the government 
and will elect another government 
for a period of one yea7. The said 
government will arrange general 
elections in its tenure for transfer- 
ring power to an elected govern- 
ment. 

Prof. Rasool Sayyaf, while dis- 
closing details of the accord, said 

that his Deputy, Engineer Ahmad 
Shah will be Deputy Prime Minister 
and Interior Minister in the cabinet 
of Prof. Rabbani which will take 
power in Kabul after two months. 
Prof. Rabbani, who was also pre- 
sent, said that eminent commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood will be the 
Defence Minister of his cabinet. 

Prof. Rasool Sayyaf said that the 
Afghan Islamic government will re- 
vise the Islamic institutions in Kabul 
and will enforce Islamic system in 
•Afghanistan. He said that those re- 
gime forces who would request for 
amnesty would be given general am- 
nesty. He was confident that Muslim 
countries who extended their whole- 
hearted support to the Afghan 
Mujahideen during the last 13 years / 
will support the present govern- 
ment. 

It was learnt that during the meet- 
ing of Afghan leaders with Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif representa- 
tives of Hizbe Islami (Hekmatyar) 
and Mr Mohseni of Hizbe Wahdat 
while rejecting the accord staged a 
walkout from the meeting as a mark 
of protest. 

Prof. Sayyaf denied the -mnres- 1 



Mon that Hizbe Islami of Gulhadin 
Hekinatyar was not consulted on the 
acct)rd. 

Answering a question at the Gov- 
ernor House Press conference he 
said that Engineer Outbuddin Hilal, 
Deputy of Hekmatyar, was present 
at the Friday meetings. He said that 
after finalising the accord, he had 
asked for some time to discuss the 
accord with his party leaders. 

Referring to Asif Mohsini's Hizbe 
Wahdat representation in the ac- 
cord, Prof. Sayyaf said that Hizbe 
Wahdat leaders were also present in 
the negotiations process and later in 



Cooncil members fly 



to Kabul today 

From \I. Ziauddiii 

ISLAMABAD, April 25: Three Wahdat of Iran, a coalition of eii;ht 
planeloads of Mujaiiideen incliid- parties "'has not taken part in the 
ing SI members of transitional nesotiatioris."' 



council led by Sib^hatuilah Mujad- 
didi, will leave Peshawar sometime 
on Sunday Kabul, it was reliably 
learnt here on Saturday. 

Officials declined to confirm or 
deny these reports. On the other 
hand diplomatic circles wondered 
how this could be possible as 
according to their information, 



Mr Moosavi, who took part m the 
consultations in Peshawar, said in 
his view fresh negotiations would 
be needed to find a comprehensive 
solution. 

He said the formula worked out 
aimed at setting up a government 
to replace Najibuilah, "but the 
main point is, will the people of 



matyar and Hizbe Wahdat of 
Mohsini will join the agreement 
after holding consultations with 
their leaders and members. He also 
assured due representation to other 
small indpendent groups based in 
Peshawar. 



tmahsmg of the agreement. He said t ^? ^ • . 

that both Hizbe Islami of Hek- ^^^"^^^^"f^w in the grip of violent Afghanistan accept this govei n- 

clashes with every one shooting at ment?" 

every one else for the control of the He said the mechanism to put the 

capital. new government in place in Kabul 

In view of the changed situation too did not come up for discussion, 

they felt there were still many a He said, he had heard that the 

slip between the cup and the lip regime in Kabul was ready to hand 

before the 'agreed' formula for a over power, "but the new develop- 

, ^ , peaceful transfer of power in Kabul ments have complicated the situa- 

When asked about the future of can be e.xecuted. tion " 

the former Afghan Preisdent Dr Hizb-i-Islami of Engineer Gul- 
Najib, Prof Sayyaf said that a deci- buddin Hekmatvar and Hizb-i- 
sion in this connection would rest Wahdat, the eight-pai tv Iran based 
with the Afghan nation. Mujahideen alliance, have alreadv 

About the deadline of Engineer rejected the formula. 
Gulbadin Hekmatyar (he had Mehmood Moosavi, Iranian 
threatened launching of an attack on ambassador at large while corn- 
Kabul by April 26), Prof. Sibghatul- mentmg on the outcome of negotia- 
lah Mujaddadi said that now the tions soon after the Mujahideen 
deadlme had lapsed as they had sue- leaders had announced rhe for- 
ceeded in the formation of their in- mula, at a Press conference on late 
terim Islamic government. He Fridav night in Peshawar, told 
hoped that Hekmatyar will honour Dawn at the Governor's House 
the decision of their colleagues. around one in the morning that the 

agreement did not include all 
groups. 

He said majority groups and par- 
ties of Afghan Mujahideen "have 
not taken part in the negotiations." 
''Some groups have not taken 



When the special envoy of the 
UN Secretary-General, Benon 
Sevan, who also participated in the 
consultations in the Governor's 
House was asked if he would take 
the council of 51 to Kabul, he sim- 
ply smiled — a smile which 
reflected e.xhaustion. 

When Sibgathuilah Mujaddidi, 
the leader of the council of 51, was 
asked if he and his council would be 
taken to Kabul by Mr Benon Sevan, 
he said: "ask him." 



"•I 



Council's 
departure 
in doubt 

PESHAWAR (PPI) — The prop 
osed departure of the 50-membe. 
Commission headed by Prof. Sib- 
ghatullah Mujaddedi to Kabul for 
the transfer of power is being treated 
as top official secret and stfll its de- 
parture is under doubt. 

There were rumours all the day 
in provincial capital that the Interirri 
Councl delegation comprising the 
top brass of the Afghan leaders 
along with the nominees of different 
Afghan resistance parties and 
groups would leave for Kabul from 
Peshawar airport any moment on 
Sunday. But. the official sources in- 



cluding airport authorities and the 
Afghan Mujahideen offices here ex 
pressed ignorance to any such pros 
ramme. 

-.-.^^^ other 5Qiw:jx»viiua.sked for., 
anomfnity said that here was a pos- 
sibihty that a C-130 Diane of the 
Pakistan Air Force may leave for 
Kabul either from Peshawar or Is- 
lamabad on Sudnay night. They also 
informed that the officials were con- 
sidering the land route departure of 
the 50-member commission's con- 
voy if the situation did not allow air 
journey. The entire programme of 
the departure of the commission was 
depending upon the situation in 
Kabul, the sources said and added 
that in case of armed clashes in 
Kabul, the possibility of the commis- 
sions's departure to Kabul was al- 

Our Staff Reporter adds- , 

In spile of a" 



Answering another question, he 
said the date of departure for 
Kabul was still not confirmed. "We 
will be talking on Sunday to 
finalise the details." 

When asked he said, the council 



part in the negotiations while some would probablv fly to Kabul rather 

have problems about their propor- than go bv land, "since we do not 

tions in the new arrangement," he have our own plane, we would prob- 

elaborated. ^51^ ^ise the PIA or anv other air- 

For instance, he said Hizb-i- craft." 



ners arrived at Peshawar airport by 
5.30 am Sxmday afternoon. But on 
arrival at the airport gate, they were 
informed by the base commanders 
that it was impossible for the pilots 
to return to Peshawar till Sundav 
evening, therefore, the Sunday 

lligln to Kabul is cancelled. 

Ihmever. arrangements arc 

of 
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i iiiiclcr consklcratiiin for rcmov;i 

. . Prol. MuiadUcill and his scnii)r col- 

thed,-n-,r„,r, V •'"■•'""^•""■•""s for Icauues and subordinates lo Kalnil 

mernber cnm^ '"""''r' t^-^''!^"'^- M^'n^^'V '""rning, A source 

S GovZ "V'^'shan In- ,hat due to prevailina situation, in 

eXsfXrf?^f"'- Afghan Kabul plane in which>rof. Mujad- 

Suntw atrnoo^'' °" '''''' P"'--^ Afgl.mis.an 

For'vkir.r,^ \ r , might be landed either at Bauram 

leadSuIn^^^^^^^^ ^.t^ ''^'"^ ^^^^^ 

Prof. Sibghatullah Mujaddedi in '''''''' ^""^ 
eluded Hamid Karzai and others, 
Ustad Yassar brother of Rasool 
^^ayyaf accompanied bv hundreds of 
uniformed Mujahideen and Dozens 
of newsmen including some foreig- 
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his colleagues and bodv-guards! 

Earlier in the morning, the Af- 
ghan leaders included Prof. Mujad- 
dedi, Prof. Rasool Sayyaf. Maulvi 
Mohammad Younas Khalis, Pir 
Sycd Ahmad Gillani and Maulvi 
Mohamamd Nabi Mohammad! in 
their meeting finalised arrange- 
ments for their departure to Kabul. 
In this connection, they have also 
received green signal from Kabul 
administration. 



Kabul by helicopters or by road. 

Some high level officers of the ISI 
informed partymcn of Prof. Mujad 
dedi. that they were making ar- 
rangements for Miijaddedi s depar- 
ture alonu with iiniited number ol 
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Kabul prepares for Hikmatyar's attack 



Mujahideen announce 
51-man interi m council 

■Mojaddedi President, premiership for Hezb, defence for Jamiat 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR- Afghan Mu- 
lahideen chiefs Friday agreed to 
form a 51 -member council which 
will take over all political and mili- 
tary power in Afghanistan for two 
months, Mujahideen news agency 
said. 

It will be headed by a moderate, 
Sibgatullah Mojaddedi, leader of 
the Jabha-Nejat-i-Milli faction, 
Afghan Islamic Press agency said. 

After two months another coun- 
cil, identified as a "leadership 
council", will be formed for four 
months headed by Burhanuddin 
Rabbani of Jamiat-i-Islami, it said. 

The Prime Minister will be cho- 
sen from the Hezb-i-Islami faction 
of Gulbuddin Hikmatyar, the 
agency said. He will have three 
aides to help run day-to-day affairs. 

The interior ministry will be run 
by an aide belonging to Rasul 
Sayyafs Ittihad-i-Islami. The 
Hezb-i-Islami faction of Yunes 
Khales will run the education min- 
istry and foreign affairs will be 
looked after by an aide drawn from 
the National Islamic Front of Syed 
Ahmed Gilani. 

Informed sources in Peshawar 
said the defence portfolio will be 
allotted to the Jamiat-i-Islami fac- 
tion to which the top rebel com- 
mander Ahmed Shah Masood be- 
longs. 

The office of supreme court chief 
justice will go to the Harakat Inqi- 
lab Islami, which is headed by Mo- 
hammad Nabi Mohammadi, they 
said. 

The agency said the decision to 
form the 51 -member council was 
taken early Friday at a meeting at- 
tended by leaders and representa- 
tives of all the main resistance par- 
ties. 



The agreement was signed by 
Rasul Sayyaf, Sibgatullah Mo- 
jaddedi. Burhanuddin Rabbani, 
Yunes Khales and Syed Ahmed 
Gilani, the agency added. 

It said Gulbuddin Hikmatyar, 
who is in Afghanistan, did not at- 
tend the meeting but two of his rep- 
resentatives were present. 

AFP report from Kabul adds: 

"The people, the local comman- 
der and the' Kabul Government 
might not accept this," commented 
one veteran observer when he was 



Afghan 
leaders agree on 
a20-member 
interim council 

KABUL: Afghan leaders, divided for 
years over the personal ambitions 
and rivalries, agreed upon the com- 
position of a 20-member interim 
council but still remained uncertain 
as to who would lead that body, 
sources disclosed. 

Most of the Afghan leaders 
wanted Ahmed Shah Masood to 
head the council. 

But leader of the hardliner Hezb- 
e-Islami group, Gulbaddin Hekmat- 
yar, who is threatening to attack 
Kabul, said he would not participate 
in any council which included Ma- 
sood, his arch rival. **A solution is 
not possible. Helanatyar can't agree 
to anything that included Ahmed 
Shah Masood," said Hekmatyar's 
Pakistan-based spokesman, Nawab 
Salim. 

However, the sources said on 
1\iesday night that a possible candi- 
date, Mohammad Nabi Mohammadi, 
leader of a small but moderate 
group, had been proposed to lead ' 
the council. Mohammadi, 70, ap- 
peared to be acceptable to both 
Hekmatyar and Masood. 

With rival rebel groups encir- 
cling the capital and the govern- 
ment crippling, the residents of 
KabuLfiear that the power struggle 
among,the competing rebel factions 
can generate infighting in the capi- 
tal.— AP 



informed of the news. "They think 
the people in Pakistan, like the 
people in Moscow, have not been 
here all this time." 

Less than two days before Hik- 
matyar's deadline to attack Kabul 
from the south, northern Mu- 
jahideen allied with moderate gov- 
ernment generals here had moved 
quietly but in force into the capital 
to defend it from attack. ^ 

A General Babajan, a state secu- 
rity ministry, official, confirmed 
that 1,000 reinforcements from the 
north had slipped into the capital 
Thursday night, and moved to the 
city's perimeteres. 

Top level military sources here 
confirmed that the reinforcements 
were under the command of power- 
ful northern Jamiat-i-Islami com- 
mander Ahmed Shah Masood, a ri- 
val of Hikmatyar. 

Babajan, who sat with the tur- 
banned commanders in his office in 
the outer suburb of Khaikanna, de- 
scribed them as .his "own under- 
cover men." 

"They are commanders under my 
power," he said. "They have spe- 
cial permission to wear Mujahideen 
clothes ...It is too hard to clean uni- 
forms these days." 

Hikmatyar, a southern ethnic 
Pashtun, has accused his fellow 
rebels in broadcasts of "allying 
themselves to the goddless com- 
munists in Kabul." 

One of the Hezb commanders, 
who declined to give his name, said 
he was "a good friend of Ahmed 
Shah Masood," and described his 
mission in Kabul as one of contact- 
ing people from his own tribe. 

The statement tended to confirm 
reports here that intense negotia- 
tions were underway between 
Kabul's moderate generals," who' 



have held effective command of 
Kabul since the fall of the northern 
city of Mazar-i -Sharif one month 
ago. and individual Hezb comman- 
ders. 

Mazar fell to a coalition of disaf- 
fected government and militia gen- 
erals and local mujahedeen com- 
manders on March 18. 

Since then they have formed a 
close alliance with the troops of 
Masood. known here as the "Lion 
of Panjshir" for his exploits against 
Soviet troops during the 1979-1989 
occupation. 

As Babajan met with Masood 
commanders in Kahikahna, a sub- 
urb of drab mud houses inhabited 
mostly bu internal refugees from 
the 14-year- long war, two key fig- 
ures of the Kabul politburo, Fareed 
Mazdak and Najmuddin Kawiyani 
drove up to meet withthe new ar- 
rivals from the north. 

Mazdak, who along with 
Kawyani is considered by Western 
diplomats here as "a sort of demo- 
cratic socialist," declined comment 
on his presence, but said he hoped 
to talk with journalists later in the 
day. 

But apart from three loud explo- 
sions in the city about two hours 
after dawn, the city remained quiet 
and deserted for a Friday, a public 
holiday. 

Mujaheddeen without weapons 
andgovemment soldiers prayed 
side by side in the Blue Mosque 
near the bazaar by the mudd 
Kabul river. 
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Kunduz, Shin Dhand 



Helmand fall to Mujahideen 
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Continued from Page 1 

Kandahar garrison for peaceful sur- 
render. The chances of this most 
strategically important south west- 
ern province having a vast military 
airbase is expected in a coupleof 
days. 

Meanwhile, the office of com- 
mander Abdul Haq in Peshawar said 
Saturday evening that Miyahideen 
captured the Sarobi district of 
Kabul province Saturday. 

Earlier Miyahideen scored mayor 
victories in the military field by cap- 
turing Kunduz city, capital of the 
northern Kunduz province and its 
military airbase Saturday noon, re- 
ports Afghan News Agency. 

Wired report says that Mu- 
jahideen of three mayor organisa- 
tion, Hezbe Islami, Ittehad-e-Islami 
and Hezb-e-Islami (Khalis) 
launched joint operation on the 
regime controlled city early morn- 
ing and captured the city at 1200 
hours Saturday noon. The operation 
was launched under the general 
command of Syed Hamiddulah and 
commander Ameer. 

Miyahideen took over both the 
city and the airport. Kunduz is the 
second largest city in the northern 
provinces after Mazar-i-Sharif. 

Four Miyahideen of HIA were re- 
ported martyred in the operations. 
Complete details are awaited. 

In another major development 
the Miyahideen of HIA captured the 
Shen Dhand airbase in the western 



Earah province of Afghanistan Sat- 
urday. The airbase was under the 
siege of Miyahideen for the past few 
days. 

Miyahideen claimed that the be- 
sieged troops surrendered the air- 
port to commander Eaqir . Moham- 
mad, Sultan and Moalim Flaiz 
Mohammad of Hazrat It«rahim Bot- 
shikan Front affiliated with HIA. 

The number of captured planes 
at the airport could not be immedi- 
ately ascertained. The captured 
places include the garrison head- 
quarters, airport, ammunition 
dumps and oil depots, air defence 
sections and rocket launching in- 
stallations. 

On Friday four military aircrafts 
reportedly took off from Khwaja 
Rawash airport controlled by Gen 
Momin's militiamen, but one of 
them was downed by the Mu- 
jahideen in Shakaradara district. 

In Paghman a unit of the divi- 
sional headquarters of Kabul sur- 
rendered to the Miyahideen headed 
by Iteehad-e-Islami commander, 
Sher Alam Saturday. Mujahideen 
from both Shakardara and the 
Paghman districts also fired mis- 
siles on the airport to render it in- 
operative. 

In Deh Sabz district of Kabul 
province the Miyahideen captured 
two tanks, two ZU-1 , three Howitzer 
cannons, two military jeeps, one 
military truck, eight rocket launch- 
ers, five machine guns and 10 
Klashnikovs Saturday 



V 




MAZAR-I-SHARIF (Afghani- 
stan) (AFP) — Mujahideen and 
government troops who linked 
hands to take over northern Afg- 
hanistan last month said here their 
movement was not separatist, but 
that they were united that Presi- 
dent Najibullah must go. 

In its first statements to foreign 
journahsts here Tuesday, they 
said, they were fully behind the 
UN peace plan for Afghanistan, 
and called their National Islamic 
Movement a "blueprint" that the 
world body could follow. 

"All the fighting in Afghanistan 
since the Soviet withdrawal (in 
1989) has been because of Najibul- 
lah". said three-star General 
Abdul Rashid Dostam. the com- 
mander of the 11 breakaway pro- 
vinces, at a meeting of local muja- 
hideen leaders, government gene- 
rals and militia commanders who 
have formed a ruling milirarv 
council in the north. 

'■Qurs is not a separatist mo\x'- 
men:". said Dos: am. "That is all 
lies spread b\ Naiibuliah and his 



'Najib must go' 



cHque". 

Mujahideen commanders from 
the rival Hezb-e-Islami and 
Jamiat-e-Islami as well as those 
with allegiance to Iran echoed 
Dostam's statement, saying in 
separate interviews and state- 
ments that none of them wanted to 
divide Afghanistan. 

"We see Kabul as the capital. 
We are not against Kabul, only 
against Najibullah", said Engineer 
Nassim, a Hezb-e-Islami comman- 
der from Balq province. "We fully 
support the UN peace plan and 
will do everything to assist it". 

In Mazar-i-Sharif, Afghani- 
stan's second largest city where the 
movement has made its headquar- 
ters, the streets were filled with 
unarmed mujahideen. The city 
was calm, with shops open, and 
traffic police on duty. 

Trucks carrying food for Kabul 
were moving down Salang high- 
way, but the airport, which" is 
under Dostam's control, was recei- 
ving oni\- United Nations planes, 
and no flights from the counir\ "s 



south. 

"They can come", Dostam quip- 
ped. "But they don't". 

A UN representative in Mazar 
said he was getting full coopera- 
tion from the council and was 
moving more than 100 trucks of 
food a day to Kabul, where there 
are severe food shortages. 

He said incidents of violence 
were few and the city appeared to 
be working "even better than nor- 
mal" with electrictiy 24 hours a day 
instead of erratic supplies as was 
the rule before the takeover. 

The northern takeover was trig- 
gered by Najibullah's appointment 
of unpopular Pukhtoon comman- 
ders in the region, which is popula- 
ted mostly by non-Pukhtoons. 

The military council stressed 
that it was not against members of 
the Pukhtoon community, who are 
predominant in the country's 
south, noting that Pukhtoons were 
on the council. 

There have been fears in Kabul 
that Pukhtoons would be persecu- 



ted should the sway of the nort- 
hern movement spread throug- 
hout Afghanistan. Najibullah and 
many of those close to him are 
Pukhtoon, and most of the nort- 
hern commanders are not. 

Said Mullah Hak Niaz, a 
middle-aged mujahideen warrior, 
"We leave our arms outside the 
city on the security belt, then pick 
t them up when we go home again". 

Niaz, who belongs to a Hezb-e- 
i Islami mujahideen group near 
j Mazar-i-Sharif, said he was ready 
i to give up his weapon, an AK-47. 
• altogether — "if the others do too" . 
"I have heard about the UN 
peace plan on the radio. We want 
it to succeed. We wish for peace". 

Late Tuesday, schoolchildren 
waving green flags lined the road 
out of Mazar-i-Sharif to the nort- 
hern city of Heiraton on the border 
of Uzbekistan, to welcome Jamiat- 
i-Islami commander Alam Khan. 

Asked by an AFP reporter if the 
UN peace plan was needed if all of 
Afghanistan could find peace on 
the pattern of the north. Dostam 
replied: "We need the UN peace 
plan. It has our full support". 

However, he said his movement 
wanted all nationalities in Afgha- 
nistan to be recognised democrati- 
cally under the plan and that Naji- 
bullah should go. 
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Mujahideen, army form 
shoora to run Kandhar 

Sayyaf, Hekmatyar refuse to join 



Froni Majid Qazi 

QUETTA: As Afghan army, local ad- 
ministration and the Migahideen 
formed a coalition in Kandhar to run 
the governmental affairs, two impor- 
tant groups (Ittehad-e-Islami and 
Hezb-e-Islami Hekmatyar) have re- 
fused to join the coalition. 

Malik Yar Muhammad Khan 
Barakzai spokesman of the newly es- 
tablished Islamic Shoora in a commu- 
nique issued here Monday said that a 
21 member "Islamic and National 
Shoora of Kandhar" had been formed 
to look after the coalition's affairs in 
Kandhar. This shoora consists of rep- 
resentatives of all the msgor groups of 
Afghan Mtyahideen, prominent tribal 
personalities of the area, and Ulema 
besides the sitting governor of Kand- 
har General Yar Muhammadzai, and 



Corps Commander General Yar 
Muhammad Noorzai. 

According to the communique the 
newly formed coalition has an- 
nounced a ceasefire in Kandhar and 
has appealed to the people to stop 
fighting against each other and par- 
ticipate in the process for the restora- 
tion of peace and reconstruction of 
Afghanistan. 

Barakzai told the press corre- 
spondents that the shoora would run 
the governmental affairs till the for- 
mation of an interim government in 
Afghanistan under the United Nations 
peace plans. After the formation of an 
acceptable government in Kabul, he 
said, "the power would be transferred 
to the new setup peacefully." 

The two mayor parties of Afghan 

Continued on Page 



Mujahideen 
shell 
Gardez 

KABUL, April 3: Afghan Mujahi- 
deen carried out heavy rocketing of 
the eastern Afghan city of Gardez 
on Friday and at least six missiles 
hit Kabul, leaving one dead and 
three injured, state television said. 

The television broadcast gave 
few details of the attack on Gardez, 
some 120 kilometres (75 miles) 
south of here, and often referred to 
as the gateway to Kabul, but said 
structures in the city had been 
damaged. 

No casualty figure was given for 
the attack on the city where gov- 
ernment troops last year fought off 
a major assault. 

In Kabul, television put casual- 
ties in shelling of the capital, where 
residents were celebrating Eid, at 
one child killed and three others 
injured. 

Witnesses said most of the roc- 
kets fell in and around residential 



areas on a rainy, overcast day 
which saw President NajibuUah 
attending Eid prayers with army 
generals and members of his gov- 
ernment, and his ministers visiting 
the wounded in military hospitals. 

Earlier in the day, NajibuUah 
had delivered a televised address 
in which he urged Afghans to unite 
behind a United Nations peace pro- 
cess which should see his govern- 
ment replaced before the end of 
the month. — AFP 
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Mujahideen, army form shoora to run Kandhar 



Continued from Page 

Miyahideen Ittehad-e-Islami 
Afghanistan lead by Prof Sayyaf and 
Hezb-e-Islami Hekmatyar group have 
turned down the invitation to join the 
newly established Islamic Shoora in 
Kandhar and have resorted to launch 
military offensive on the southern 
city of Kandhar. 

This was stated by Mualim Baz 
Muhammad, political advisor to the 
Afghan Interim Government (AIG) 
while talking to newsmen here Mon- 
day afternoon. 

He said that Ittehad-e-Islami and 
HIA had given the consent for the es- 
tablishment of a joint shoora to take 
over Kandhar but when it was learnt 
that Governor Kandhar Muhammad 
Akram Muhammadzai and Corps 
Commander General Yar Muhanunad 
were also being inducted in the 
Shoora, these parties revoked their 
decision to take part in this arrange- 
ment. 

Later, he said, the high command 



of Ittehad-e-Islami and HIA directed 
the Miyahideen in Kandhar area to 
launch an offensive on Kandhar to 
get it vacated from the remnants of 
Njgeeb and communists. 

He told that Kandhar city has 
been attacked by the Mtyahideen 
from three sides. A group of Mu- 
jahideen is fighting to cut the city off 
from airport while two other groups 
headed by Hekmatullah and MuUa 
Shireen have attacked the city from 
Arghandab side and the Shahr-e-Nau. 
However, he said, the result of the 
military offensive would be known by 
Hiesday morning. 

He further said that he had re- 
ceived an offer for the formation of 
similar coalition in Zabul province 
but it was also turned down on the 
same pretext as the Mtyahideen of 
HIA and Ittehad-e-Islami were not 
ready to take the army and adminis- 
tration with them unless they surren- 
der before the Miyahideen, formally. 

Commenting on the Shoora of 
commander Ahmed Shah Masood, he 



said that he was a good commander 
and was held in high esteem by the 
Miyahideen. "We shall be happy if he 
establishes an Islamic government in 
Afghanistan," he added. 

PPI adds: The chief of HIA, engi- 
neer Gulbuddin Hekmatyar has given 
a deadline to the ruling military junta 
of Kabul to surrender to the Mu- 
jahideen by April 26 and avail gen- 
eral amnesty, reports ANA. 

Miyahideen of HIA from four 
prongs of the city launched mortar 
shells mto the Kabul city Saturday 
night, which were stuffed with 
leaflets bearing the following decree 
from Hekmatyar: 

"If the gang of four in Kabul ie the 
military junta did not surrender un- 
conditionally soon the Migahideen 
will have to remove it by force. In 
such eventuality the citizens of Kabul 
should strictly observe the following 
instructions, the leaflets said. "All 
those supporting the Miyahideen 
should raise green banners and flags 
over the roof tops of their houses. 



They must chant the slogans of 
Allah-o-Akbar' (God is great) at the 
time of Miyahideen attack. They 
should remain indoor during the raid 
of the Miyahideen, and should try to 
solve the problems of their daily re- 
quirements through local committees 
which are going to the established by 
the Miyahideen at different ventage 
parts of the city." 

The decree states that all govern- 
ment and military personnel could 
have the opportunity to surrender 
until .^ril 26 un-conditionally and in 
this case they will avail general 
amnesty. However, those who failed 
to surrender in case the city is cap- 
tured by force the responsibility of 
the retributions meted out to them 
will die with them." 

Another report says that engineer 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, the Comman- 
der-in-Chief of all the Miyahideen 
forces has ordered all the Miyahideen 
to be on red alert on the security belt 
of the city and wait for go-ahead sig- 
nal. 
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Masood Shah heads the coahtion 





KABUL (Reuter) - A powerful 
coalition of Mujahideen, troop and 
militia commanders have assem- 
bled north of Kabul and are 
preparing to replace what is left of 
the weakened government in the 
capital, reporters returning from the 
opposition stronghold said. 

The coalition (called as Islamic 
Jihad Council), headed by Ahmad 
Shah Masood, most powerful of 
the Mujahideen commanders, 
wants a peaceful takeover of Kabul 
and is prepared to negotiate the de- 
parture of the present government, 
the reporters said. 

Masood is joined by two defect- 
iniz militia commanders, Abdul 



Ra.shid Dostum and Sayeed .laffar 
Noderi, as well as General Abdul 
Mumin who led a mutiny in Jan- 
uary, making up what is the most 
powerful army in Afghanistan. 

Foreign Minister Abdul Wakil. 
his government weakened and en- 
Afghan 'time-bomb' 

^Editorial on page 6 

circled, held talks with Masood on 
Friday and Saturday in the Mu- 
jahideen camp. 

Masood told reporters that he in- 
tended to form a Mujahideen gov- 
ernment in Kabul. 

Diplomats in Kabul said Sevan's 



NATION 2 0 AFri ;992 



Aiinoimcement of 
interim council postponeu 



From Rahimullah Yusufzai 

PESHAWAR: The expected an- 
nouncement of the Mujahideen In- 
terim Council that is supposed to 
take over the Kabul regime could not 
materialise on Monday as some of 
the Mijyahideen parties were either 
unwilling to approve it or wanted 
some more time to finalise names of 
their two nominees on the coimcil. 

The press was earlier told at a 
briefing in the Foreign Office Islam- 
abad that an announcement would 
be made about the Interim Council 
in Peshawar on Monday evening. 
Journalists who reached Peshawar's 
lone five-star hotel returned disap- 
pointed after a long wait when told 
about the postponement of the press 
conference. 

It is understood that the an- 
nouncement about an agreement on 
the Mujahideen Interim Council 
would now be made on TXiesday But 
that too depends on whether such an 
agreement is clinched or not. Some 
Mujahideen groups have been airing 



divergent views on the Coimcil's 
strength, composition and the share 
of each party 

The Hezb-i-Islami (Hekmatyar) 
had earlier demanded that the par- 
ties be given seats on the Interim 
council on the basis of their relative 
strength. It had demanded five seats 
for itself, four for Jamiat-i-Islami, 
three for Maulvi Nabi Mohammadi's 
Harkat-i-Inquilabi-i-Islami, and two 
each for the rest. This proposal was 
however bitterly opposed, especially 
by the smaller groups. 

Some parties have backed the 
concept of the Mujahideen Interim 
Council and have even forwarded 
the names of their nominees. Some 
of them want Jamiat commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood to head this 
council, an idea which would be dif- 
ficult for Hezb-i-Islami to support. 

Continuing disagreement on the 
issue has akeady taxed the patience 
of the Pakistani authorities, ordinary 
Afghans, and supporters of the 

Continued on Page 5 
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attempts to lorm an interim council 
that would brine toiiether the izov- 
ernment and Mujahideen leaders 
seemed irrelevant in the face of the 
powerful forces assembled outside 
Kabul. 

The alliance effectively controls 
all of northern Afghanistan. 

Crucial now to the two million 
people of Kabul is the role that will 
be played by hardline Gulbadin 
Hikmatvar. a bitter enemv of Ma- 
sood. Hikmatyar's forces are gath- 
ering to the south of Kabul while 
their leader is said to be on his way 
to the area. 

According to Afghan Islamic 
Press. Mujahideen on Sunday en- 
tered Pule-Charkhi. 20 kilometres 
east of Kabul, after earlier captur- 
ing the important Sarowbi garrison 
on the road to Jalalabad. 

Mujahideen forces are now in- 
side Pule Charkhi. the AIP said in 
Islamabad quoting a radio message 
from commander Abdul Haq. a 
member of the Hezb-i-Islami fac- 
tion of Yunus Khalis. 

Pule Charkhi, a suburban Kabul 
district, is the site of a jail where 
hundreds of Afghans, including 
Mujahideen, are reponedly impris- 
oned. It was not clear whether 
Mujahideen had entered the Ger- 
man-built prison. 

AIP confirmed earlier reports 
from rebel sources that the garri- 
son's commander. General Gul 
Rang, surrendered to Haq's Mu- 
jahideen without offering resis- 
tance. 

The fall of the highway garrison 
has given the Mujahideen control 
of the road between the jmportant 
eastern city of Jalalabad and Kabul. 

Sarowbi was heavily equipped 
with anillerv and lona range sur- 

• WW* 

face-to-surface missiles, Mu- 
jahideen sources said in Islamabad, 
adding that a large quantity of arms 
and ammunition had fallen into 
Mujahideen hands. 

Talks were in progress between 
government generals and the pow- 
erful Mujahideen commander 
Jalauddin Haqqani for the peaceful 
hand over of the city of Gardez, 70 
km south of Kabul, Haqqani's of- 
fice told AFP, in Miran Shah, a 
town bordering. 

Negotiations are progressing and 
Haqqani, whose men captured the 
nearby strategic garrison town of 
Khost in March last year, is ex- 
pected to enter Gardez soon, a - 



spokesman <aKi. 

(Jihcr resistance sources ^aid 
Afghan generals in eastern regions 
were m contact with Mujahideen 
and discussing the negotiated sur- 
render of further cities. 

The sources said resistance 
commanders around Jalalabad ucre 
in contact with Kabul rcginie 
forces defending the city, where 
two resistance drives have been 
thwarted in the past three years. 

Commanders representing vari- 
ous Mujahideen factions are keen 
to take over the city peacefully, 
said a spokesman for Khalis, con- 
sidered strong in the region. < 



Saljouki new 
Afghan envoy 

F.P. Report 

The Afghan mujahideen interim 
government has nominated 
Mohammad Siddiq Saljouki, a for- 
mer diplomat in the United States, 
as ambassador to Pakistan, sour- 
ces here said Tuesdav. 

It was the first diplomatic appo- 
intment made by the government, 
which assumed power in Kabul 
earlier in the day. "I am very 
happy to serve in a country which I 
love," Saljouki said. He said he 
would leave for Islamabad today 
for consultations with Pakistani 
foreign ministry officials to set up 
office in the Afghan embassy. 

Saljouki, 65, adviser to mode- 
rate mujahideen leader Syed 
Ahmed Gilani, served as Afghan 
counsellor in the United States for 
two years before his return to Afg- 
hanistan in 1978 to become direc- 
tor-general in the foreign ministry. 

Saljouki fled to the United Sta- 
tes when president Sardar Daud 
was toppled and killed in the 1978 
communist coup in Kabul. 

He came to Pakistan in 1983 and 
has since been living here as a refu- 
gee. 

Saljouki's father, Allama Sala- 
huddin Saljouki, was one of the 
top writers of Afghanistan. He was 
inspired by Allama Iqbal. 

About the fate of the current 
Afghan Charge d' Affaires in Isla- 
mabad and the Afghan consul in 
Peshawar Saljouki said "After my 
taking over as the ambassador all 
of them would have to go to Kabul 
to take the next assignments. He 
said that the consulate in Peshawar 
was much more important than the 
embassy in Islamabad. 

Saljouki, who hails from Herat 
province, came to limelight in 1983 
when he was struggling to unite the 
Afghans. He continued with this 
mission till 85 when after being fru- 
strated he joined Pir's party. 
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Mujahideen react cautiously 
to Ghali's announcement, 
hardliners reject 



FroH] Ratiimullah Yusufzai 

PESHAWAR: Reacting cautiously to 
the UN Secretary General's an- 
nouncement that all sides to the 
Afghan conflict have agreed on the 
formation of a 15 member transi- 
tional ruling council to replace Dr 
Najibullah's government, most of the 
Peshawar-based Afghan Miyahideen 
leaders on Friday said they would 
like to know the names of the 
Afghans on the council before ap- 
proving or rejecting it. 

UN Secretary General, Boutros 
Ghali had made the announcement 
in presence of his special envoy on 
Afghaiustan, Banon Sevan in Geneva 
on Thursday 



that Sayyaf and Khalis recently coor- 
dinated their opposition to the UN 
peace plan. 

Hezb-i-Islami chief Gulbaddin 
Hikmatyar said any interim council 
which included supporters of ex- 
king Zahir Shah or those whose 
Prof Sayyaf and Maulvi Yunis Khalis hands were stained with the blood of 
however rejected the transitional Afghan people would be unaccept- 
council and declared that they would able. He stressed that any govern- 
agree to nothing less than a Mu- nient formed by a foreign agency or 
jahideen government in Kabul. In a a peace process that did not have 
joint statement, they claimed that provision for elections would be re- 
any government imposed on the jected. He also denied having sub- 
Afghans would meet the same fate as niitted any list of Hezb-i-Islami nom- 
that of late President Taraki's or his inees to the UN for participation in 
successors Amin's and BabrsOc Kar- the proposed Afghan assembly 
mal's. A Shia leader Karim Khaiili, who 

Saying that they doubted Dr Na- represents the Iran-based Hezb-i- 
jibullah's sincerity, Sayyaf and Khalis Wahdat party in Peshawar, said any 
felt he was manoeuvring to prolong interim council which included peo- 
his stay in power. They remarked ple unacceptable to the Miyahideen 
that Ngyib had only two options: ei- would be rejected. He said his party 
ther to flee Kabul or stay there and had not given a free hand to the UN 
be ready to die. It is pertinent to add to form a council of its choice. 



Another Shia Mujahideen leader 
\qai Javed, belonging to Sheikh Asef 
Mohseni's Harkat-i-Islami, pointed 
out that several Mi^jahideen groups 
have yet to agree either to the 
Afghan assembly or the interim 
council. He said his party would 
react once it knew the identity of 
those on the UN-sponsored council. 

Wakil Shahbaz Ahmadzai, a 
leader of Maulvi Mohammad Nabi 
Mohammadi's Harkat-i-Inquilab-i-Is- 
lami, said he was surprised by Mr 
Boutros Ghah's announcement as 
UN special envoy, Benon Sevan had 
given them the impression that a 12- 
member rather than a 15-member 
interim council would be announced 
once the names of its members were 
okayed by all parties to the conflict, 
especially the Mujahideen. He ex- 
pressed his ignorance about the peo- 
ple on the council. 

Prof Mojadeddi, Prof Rabbani 
and Pir Syed Ahmad Gillani could 
not be contacted to seek their reac-! 
tion to Ghali's announcement. 



Two radical Miyahideen leaders ^ ~ « « n ^ 
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Mujahideen parties 
hand over lists of 
their nominees to 
Benon Sevan 

PESHAWAR: Several Miyahideen par- 
ties handed over list of neutral Afghan 
personalities to the United Nations 
Secretary General's special envoy for 
Afghanistan, Benon Sevan here Sat- 
urday. 

The resistance groups which sub- 
mitted list of their nominees were 
Hekmatyar's Hizbe Islami, Prof Mo- 
jaddadi's Jabha Nyat-e-Milli, Mahaz-e- 
Milli of Syed Ahmad Gilani, Harkat In- 
qilab-e-Islami of Maulvi Nabi 
Mohammadi, Daya-e-Ittihad-e-Islami 
of Qazi Amin Waqas and Shura-e- 
Etlaf. Similarly two other groups 
headed by Maulvi Saminhullah and 
Sheikh Hasif Mohsani too submitted 
names of their nominees to Mr Sevan. 
The former is heading Miyahideen 
faction Dawatul Quran Wal Sunnah 
while the later heads Harkat-e-Islami. 

Some Afghan resistance leaders 
including prof Sibghatullah Mojad- 
dadi, Maulvi Nabi Mohammadi per- 
sonally met the UN representative 
and handed over the list of their nom- 
inees to him. 

Miyahideen and UN are jointly 
working on a plan to instal a neutral 
administration in Kabul which will 
take over from present regime and 
make arrangements for a transitional 
government. However, none of the 
groups disclosed names of neutral 
, personalities whose lists were sub- 
mitted to Benon Sevan. — PPI 



Names of 15-man 
UN council 

F.P. Report 

According to an unconfirmed 
report a few names of the Afghan 
personalities who have been inclu- 
ded in the 15-member council, to 
replace Najib in Kabul, are availa- 
ble with the mujahideen groups in 
' Peshawar. They are Abdul Samad 
Hamid, Abdus Sattar Seerat, both 
pro-Zahir Shah, Prof. Asghar, a 
Kabul-based Afghan politician 
opposed to Gen. Najib, Prof. 
Abdur RasQoI Amin, a Peshawar- 
based Afghan intellectual, 
Mohammad Hashim Mujaddadi, 
an unknown personality related to 
the family of Prof. Sibghatullah 
Mujaddadi, Maulavi Iblagh, chief 
of scholars of Afghanistan and 
Juma Mohammad Mohammadi, a 
former minister of^ Sardar Daud 
regime who is at present in the 
United States. 

Prof. Amin, when contacted, 
said that he was not aware of such 
a list. He said that he was also not 
informed about the inclusion of his 
name in the list. 

However, he said that those who 
are opposed to the UN decision 
should not consider the 15-mem- 
ber council as the transitional 
government. But, he said that the 
council was in fact a mechanism to 
take over power from Najib and to 
prepare ground for the establish- 
ment of the proposed interim 
government in Kabul. 

FRONTIER POST 

.1 1 APR 1292 " 



Mujahideen set 
conditions 



TEHERAN (AFP) — Afghan 
mujahideen on Saturday set out 
conditions for accepting a UN 
peace plan to end the civil war in 
Afghanistan, including the depar- 
ture President Najibullah and 
representation on a transitional 
council. 

Abdul Haq Shafaq, spokesman 
for the Iran-based Islamic Unity 
Party, a coalition of nine Shiite 
resistance groups, said here his 
faction would go along with the 
peace plan put forward by UN 
mediator Benon Sevan provided 
Shiite mujahideen were allowed a 
25 per cent representation in any 
transitional council. 

Muslim and minority rights 
would have to be restored and the 
Najibullah government removed, 
he told AFP. 

Meanwhile, another resistance 
faction based in Peshawar, the 
powerful Jamiat-i-Islami, said any 
interim administration should 
enjoy the confidence of the muja- 
hideen. 

Burhanuddin Rabbani, chief of 
the Jamiat-i-Islami, said the inte- 
rim arrangement should be an 

administration with the "specific 
duty of maintaining law and order" 
and should not have any "political 
or diplomatic authority or privile- 
ges." 

The term of the council should 
not exceed two months after which 
it should be replaced by a "mujahi- 
deen government," the Jamiat lea- 
der said, demanding also the dis- 
bandment of all secret services, 
political agencies and security 
units set up by Kabul regime. 

In Teheran, Shafaq said he was 



"optimistic" of the outcome of the 
UN peace mediation, adding that 
the seizure of vast areas in nort- 
hern Afghanistan by rebel com- 
manders and guerillas had speeded 
up the peace process. 

UN Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali announced on Friday in 
Geneva that all sides in the 13- 
year-old Afghan conflict had 
agreed to form a transitional coun- 
cil to replace the Najibullah 
government in Kabul. 

Reacting to the announcement, 
the Jamiat-i-Islami said the muja- 
hideen alone should make the final 
decision on composition of the 
council. 

The Tajik-dominated Jamiat-i- 
Islami controls large parts of nort- 
hern Afghanistan, In Mazar-i-Sha- 
rif its commanders have already 
reached a truce with Kabul forces. 

Gulbaddin Hekmatyar, leader 
of the Pakhtoon-based Hezb-i- 
Islami, warned that his faction 
would reject any interim adminis- 
tration comprising communists — 
a reference to the ruling party in 
Kabul — or former Afghan king 
Zahir Shah, exiled in Rome. 
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Mujahideen 
leaders reject 
mechanism 



Members of 
Interim Council 
to arrive in 



From Our Staff Correspondent PakiStaH SOOn 



Pf-:SHA\VAR, April 10: Hope.'^for 
iMMisensus on a transitional setup, 
aimed at taking over reigns of 
power trom the Kabul regime, 
t .ided again as a majority of Atghan 
leaders outrightly rejected the 
mechanism for a settlement of the 
issue, as spelled out by UN Secret- 
arv-General Boutros Ghali at his 
Press conference in Geneva on Fri- 
dav. following his meeting with the 
special envoy, Benon Sevan. 

Mr Sevan, it may be recalled, had 
reached Geneva on Thursday after 
holding talks in Pakistan and Iran. 

Hezbe Islami (Hekmatyar), 
Hezbe Islami (Khalis), Ittehade 
Islami Afghanistan of Prof Sayyaf 
and Prof Karim Khalili, spokesman 
tor Shiite Mujahideen organisa- 
tion, based in Iran, Hizbe Wahdat, 
have rejected the mechanism. 

Eng Hekmatyar said: "We have 
never agreed to the holding of a 
Jirga on Afghanistan and we will 
never agree to it in the future 
either. We have not submitted any 
list for this purpose to the UN. We 
had prepared a list of non-controv- 
ersial persons for discussions 
among Mujahideen leaders." 

Hekmatyar said no communist or 
pro-Zahir Shah element would be 
tolerated in the new setup. He 
further stated that any govern- 
ment, installed by any foreign 
agency, would not be accepted. 

Prof Sayyaf and Maulvi Khalis, 
who have recently entered into an 
alliance, in their joint statement, 
said they had rejected the peace 
process at the outset and would 
resist it in the future also. • 
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From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR — Members of the 
proposed Interim Council, recently 
formed by the United Nations for 
controlling Afghanistan's affairs 
after the resignation of Dr Najibul- 
lah are planning to leave for Pakis- 
tan for attending the first official 
gathering of the council at Is- 
famabad, reports the Peshawar- 
based Al-Bunyaa news service on 
Tuesday. 

However, the agency did not 
mention the date on which the prop- 
osed council will meet in Islamabad 
but stated that the meeting will be 
held before the end of this month. 
The agency said that most of the 
members of the proposed council 
had been living in western and Arab 
countries. 

The agency quoting Abdul Jabbar 
Sabith a member of the proposed 
council, who is residing in 
Washington and attached with the 
Voice of America, that he had re- 
ceived Pakistani visa and is prepar- 
ing to leave for Pakistan in the next, 
few days along with other members 
of the council residing in America. 

The agency further said that the 
United Nations was considering in- 
duction of four more members to 
the proposed council. They were 
Azizullah Wasifi former Agriculture 
Minister Dr Rawan Farhadi, Direc- 
tor General of Foreign Ministry in 
Sardar Daud's government, 
Sabahuddin Kashaki former Afghan 
Information Minster residing in Is- 
lamabad and Dr Abdul Hayee an 
eminent intellectual living in Kabul . 
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Mujahideen fail to 
reach consensus 

From Our Staff Correspondent 



PESHAWAR, April 15: Afghan 
Mujahideen groups failed to reach 
a consensus over a list of names for 
the proposed pre-transitional 
interim council at its marathon 
meeting held on Tuesday. 

The atmosphere of the meeting, 
which began early on Tuesday and 
continued till Wednesday morning 
with a few breaks, at the residence 
of the president of Afghan interim 
Govt Sibghatullah Mujaddedi, 
turned tense a number of times, the 
insiders said. 

Afghan sources said the Mujahi- 
deen parties were deliberating 
upon 35 names for the proposed 
pre-transitional interim council to 
take over power in Kabul instead of 
the earlier list of 15-man council. 



According to insiders the par- 
ticipants agreed after prolonged 
discussions on the names of 28 
people leaving the seven unde- 
cided. These seven, the sources 
said, pertained to those who had 
served the past regimes under 
Zaher Shah etc. 

This situation of indecisiveness, 
sources revealed, prevailed till late 
this morning when a C-130 plane 
sent by the Prime Minister from 
Islamabad flew all the Mujahideen 
leaders, except for Eng. Hek- 
matyar, to the Federal Capital. 

Afghan sources say high-level 
meeting was in progress at P.M.'s 
Secretariat till late night and no 
word about its conclusion came in 
till filing of this report. 



Mujahideen's 
consensual 
candidates 
list today 

As the dramatic developments 
are continuing on both mihtary 
and political fronts regarding the 
solution of the Afghan problem, 
leaders of all the mujahideen orga- 
nisatios resumed crucial delibera- 
tions in Peshawar on Tuesday 
afternoon to finalise the list of can- 
didates for the interim administra- 
tion, reports Afghan News 
Agencv. 

Those who attended the mee- 
ting were Engineer Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar, Prof. Sibghatullah 
Mujaddadi, Prof. Burhanuddin 
Rabbani, Maulvi Mohammad 
Nabi Mohammadi, Peer Syed 
Ahmad Gillani, Karim Khalili, 
Qazi Mohammad Amin Waqad, 
Syed Asif Mohseni, Ayatullah 
JebraiH and a leader of Ittehad-i- 
Islami representing Prof. Abdur 
Rab Rasool Sayyaf. However, 
Maulvi Mohammad Younus Kha- 
lis did not turn up nor was he 
represented at the meeting by any 
of his party representative. 

The Hezb-i-Islamai Amir, Engi- 
neer Gulbuddin Hekmatyar have 
had to chair an emergency meeting 
of his party's executive council as a 
result of which he was replaced by 
Eng. Qutbuddin Hilal, chairman 
poHtical committee of HIA at the 
meeting. 

The executive council meeting 
of HIA was called to evaluate the 
situation in Kabul following the 
fall of Parwan province to mujahi- 
deen and the new developments 
both on political and military 
scene. 

Sources close to the mujahideen 
leaders confided that the mujahi- 
deen organisations would approve 
the list of "consensual candidates" 
for the interim administration that 
will replace the NajibuUah's 
regime. The list of consensual can- 
didates is expected to be announ- 
ced today either by the leaders of 
the Afghan mujahideen or the UN 
officials. 
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Afghan council 
delegates start 
arriving 



the 15-memher' 
council . started ' 



Delegates to 
pre-transitional 
arriving in Islamabad on Tuesday 
atternoon. reports PPI quotmg 
Afghan News Agency. 

Those who arrived here inclu- 
ded Afghan delegates from Was- 
hington and Europe. The esta- 
blishment of a 15-member pre- 
transitional council was announ- 
ced bv the UN secretarv general, 
Boutros Ghali last Friday and its 
nominees were approached by the 
concerned quarters to reach Isla- 
mabad by Tuesday night at the 
latest. 

Names of those who arrived in 
Islamabad vesterdav, could not be 
confirmed. The rest were expected 
to reach Islamabad this morning. 

The delegates of the council are 
scheduled to meet in Islamabd 
today at 1100 hours with the quar- 
ters concerned. The mujahideen 
leaders had, however, shown i 
resentment over the arbitrary UN | 
decision to name members of the 
council on its own stating that it 
was a blatant interference in the 
affairs of Afghans, which was later 
denied by Sevan who stated that it 
was upto the Afghans to nominate 
members of the said council. 

ANS adds; One of the members 
of the council Abdul Jabbar 

Sabith. who is working as a staff 
member at the Pushto servise of 
the VOA in Washington, in a tele- 
phonic conversation said that he 
had been issued Pakistani visa and 
was preparing to leave for Pakistan 
in two or three days, along with 
some other council members resi- 
ding in US. 

It is worth mentioning that most 
of the Afghan who were living in 
exile in US, have obtained the 
American citizenship. 

Similarly, most of those Afg- 
hans, who reside in Saudi Arabia 
and other Gulf states, have been 
granted permanent residencial sta- 
tus in those countries out of sheer 
political considerations. Two 
members of the said council who 
live in Saudia Arabia and Kuwait 
are former justice minister, Abdul 
Satar Serat and Maulana Eny- 
athuUah Iblagh respectively. 

An informed source said that 
four more former top Afghan offi- 
cials were under the active consi- 
deration of IJnited Nations for 
induction into the council. They 
are Azizullah Wasifi, Dr. Rawan 
Farhadi, formerly director general 
at the Afghan foreign ministry 
during Sardar Daud's regime, 
Sabahuddin Kushkaki, former 
Afghan information minister, now 
living in Islamabad and Dr Abdul 
Hayee an elderly Afghan writer 
and historian, living in Kabul. 
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Mujahideen agree on 28-member 
Council to rule Afghanistan 
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From Shamim Shahid 

PESHAWAR — Before leaving 
for Islamabad, the Peshawar based 
Afghan resistance leaders agreed on 
formation of a 28-member council 
for ruling Afghanistan for an short 
period. However, differences 
among the resistance leaders exists 
on seven members of the commis- 
sion. 

On the other hand, Hizbe Islami 
of Hekmatyar declared a 34- 
member revolutionary council of the 
Afghan Mujahideen commanders 
from various parties for controlling 
the situation in Kabul. The Afghan 
resistance leaders who had formed 
commission for preparing a list of 
commission members, after secur- 
ing a list from the said commission, 
on Wednesday afternoon were 
flown in to Islamabad for holding 
an important meeting with Prime 
Minister Mohammad Nawaz Sharif. 
It was learnt that the commission 
resumed its setting in the headquar- 
ters of the Interim Government here 
on Wednesday morning. 

The commission on Tuesday night 
continued its session till 11.00 pm 
and succeeded in finalising the list 
of 28-member commission. After 
the decision of the commission, the 
leading resistance leaders have re- 
sumed their setting in the headquar- 
ter of the Interim government. 
However, differences emerged 
amongst them on seven nominees of 
the fnterim Council. The said mem- 
bers seems to be those who hae not 
backed the Mujahideen parties dur- 



ing the last 13 years. The meeting 
was attended by the AIG President 
Prof. Sibghatullah Mujaddadi, En- 
gineer Hekmatyar, PrSyed Ahmad 
Gillani, Prof. Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani. Maulvi Mohammad Nabi and 
others. It could not be ascertained 
whether the meeting was attended 
by Prof. Abdul Rab Rasool Sayyaf 
and Maulvi Mohammad Younas 
Khalis, as they have some differ- 
ences with their colleagues on the 
future of Afghaistan. 

Some sources close to the 
Peshawar based resistance leaders 
informed that the Mujahideen 
leades are likely to present the said 
list to the United Nations' Secretary- 
General's Special Envoy for Afghan 
Resistance after taking Prime Minis- 
ter .Mohammd Nawaz Sharif into 
confidence. During their meeting 
with Prime Minister, the resistance 
leaders will apprise him of their de- 



cision rearding the delegates to the 
proposed interim council. Most of 
the resistance parties are opposing 
the said list. 

It was also learnt that United Na- 
tions" Secretary-General's Special 
envoy, Mr Benon Sevan held meet- 
ings with a number of Afghan 
Mujahideen leaders in Peshawar on 
Wednesday. However, details along 
with results of the said meeting 
could not be ascertained. After 
meeting of the resistance leaders 
commission and also with Benan 
Sevan, all of leading resistance lead- 
ers 'were flown to Islamabad bv a 
special plane. 

On the other hand, eminent resis- 
tance leader Engineer Gulbadin 
Hekmatyar, chief of his faction 
Hizbe Islami Afghanistan through a 
message on Wednesday directed all 
of the military forces of Afghan gov- 
ernment of br Najibullah to surren- 
der before the Maujahideen of his 
party in order to avoid further 
bloodshed in Afghanistan during the 
fall of Kabul. He said that his party 
forces were responsible for the pro- 
tection of surrendered units and 
would not allow any one to harm 
the surrendering personel or plun- 
der their equipments. 

The HIA leader ^id that Mujahi- 
deen will stop theTr attacks if the 
Defence Ministry announce that it 
will not resists any longer, accepts 
the Mujahideen government does 
not involve itself in politics and re- 
nounce war against the natiorr. He 



said that in such a situation, the re- 
volutionary council shall be respon- 
sible lor ensuring security in Kabul 
city and would prevent the entry of 
armed people in to capital of Af- 
ghanistan. The revolutionary coun- 
cil will form the Interim Govern- 
ment with in one or two days and 
power of Dr Najibullah's Govern- 
ment will be transferred to it. The 
said government will hold general 
polls within one year for retransfer- 
ring of power to an elected govern- 
ment. 

Engineer Gulbadin Hekmatyar 
also said that Mujahideen will lift 
the sieges of the cities and towns 
when the Defence Ministry an- 
nounce its surrender. He suggested 
the military forces of the Afghan 
Government not to join the weaker 
parties. Abstain from escape and 
disorderly desertion. 

Meanwhile, the Peshawar based 
Al-Banyan news services in its re- 
ports claims that following the fall 
of two strategic cities to the Mujahi- 
deen, the military balance has 
dramatically shifted. It added that 
large scale desertion of the Afghan 
government troops was in progress 
in various cities incuding Jalalabad, 
Gandahar, Herat, Ghazni, Logar 
and Parwan provinces in the last 24 
hours. The Agency without further 
details claims that Mujahideens 
were making steady advances to- 
wards the strategic points of Kabul 
city. 



3 potential 
nominees for 
Afghan council still 
in Rawalpindi 

From Rahlmttilah Ykisufzai 

PESHAWAR: Three Afghans who are 
believed to have been on the list in 
the UN-sponsored transitional coun- 
cil that was supposed to take over 
from Dr NayibuMi's government are 
still in Rawalpindi after being flown 
there from Western countries. 

It was learnt that the three were 
contacted by the Pakistan Embassy 
in their respective countries, pro- 
vided tickets for the air journey to Is- 
lamabad, ancLreceived by Foreign 
Ministry officials before being 



lodged in Rawalpindi's lone five-star 
hotel. 

The three include Abdul Jabbar 
Sabit, who works at the VOA in 
Washington. He had been in Khalq 
faction of PDPA in the past but had 
later grown a beard and joined Hezb- 
i-Islami. 

Dr Jalil Shams, a Persian-speak- 
ing Pashtoon, lives in Switzerland. 
He too was flown to Pakistan. 

Professor Hussaini, who teaches 
in Germany was the third Afghan in- 
vited here by the Pakistan govern- 
ment. 

One Professor Kaimour, an 
economist living in Germany has 
also reached Pakistan but it is not 
clear whether he was among the in- 
vitees or not. The professor is 
presently putting up in Akora Khat- 



tak with his old friend Ajmal Khat- 
tak, the ANP president and MNA. 

Two more Afghans who were 
scheduled to fly to Pakistan from 
Germany on Stmday have now de- 
layed their departure. They are Dr 
Mohammad Yousaf, a former prijne 
minister, and a former minister 
SamadHamid. 

The names of the 15 interim 
council members were never dis- 
closed. Some lists of the Afghans on 
the council were leaked to the press 
but UN officials, including Benon 
Sevan, later claimed they had not yet 
finalised the composition of the 
council. 

The fact that Pakistan govern- 
ment-paid for the journey and stay of 
these Afghans may however explain 
that they were to be eventually in- 
cluded in the UN-sponsored transi- 
tional coimcil. 
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Mujahids form 21 -man council 
minus Hekmatyar, Sayyaf 



From Shamim Shahid 

PESHAWAR — The Mujahi- 
dcen of Pcshawar-bascd National Is- 
lamic From (NIFA) led by Pir Syed 
Ahmad Gillani altering into an al- 
liance with the Watan Party rep- 
resentatives in Kandahar province, 
issued the following text of the ag- 
reement here on Tuesday. 

The details are following changes 
in Kabul, the Afghanistan govern- 
ment officials based in Kandahar 
province led by sitting Governor 
Gen. Yar Mohammadzai formed a 
2 1-member Council with the Afghan 
Mujahidcen of various parties. Two 
resistance groups, Hizbe Islami of 
Engineer Gulbadeen Hekmatyar 
and Ittehad-i-Islami of Prof. Sayyaf, 
remained away from the said coun- 
cil. 

It was learnt that the NIFA hold- 
ing stronghold in Kandahar, border- 
ing Pakistani province of Balochis- 
tan was guided by the son of Pir Syed 
Ahmad Gillani, Syed Hamid Gillani 
in the compromise with the rulers 
of that province. The reports state 
that the alliance was joined by 
Mujahideen of all the groups includ- 
ing Afghan National Liberation 



Front ( ANLF), Harakat-i-Islami led 
by Maulvi Mohammad Nabi 
Mohammadi, Hizbe Islami (Khalis) 
and others. 

Syed Hamid Gillani was still in 
Kandahar and discussing matters 
pertaining to security of the city 
along with other Mujahideen parties 
and Individuals in the said alliance. 
The NIFA spokesman in Peshawar 
claimed that both the sides were sin- 
cere to the agreements and wanted 
to bring an end to the ongoing 
bloodshed in that part of Afghanis- 
tan. 

The agreement signed on April 20 
last slates that, "following the pre- 
vailing situation of Afghaislan and 
expecled continuation of 
bloodshed, all the rival factions ag- 
reed to form a joint Council of religi- 
ous Forces and national elders in 
order to save their motherland from 
further genocide and help the efforts 
aimed at resolving the Afghan cof- 
lict through peaceful ways." 

The Jomt Council agreed on run- 
ning the military and civil administ- 
rations of the province till resolving 
of Afghan conflict through peaceful 
and political ways. The said process 



should also ensure holding of gen- 
eral and impartial polls in Afghanis- 
Ian by the UN sponsored interim 
government acceptable to all rival 
factions, it added. 

The .Joint Council and other dele- 
gates to the agreement called upon 
all armed rival factions to stop at- 
tacks against each others and ob- 
serve complete ceasefire in their 
areas. It suggested the armed rival 
forces to let the civilians to live in 
peaceful and normal atmosphhere 
till resolving of the issue. 

Meanwhile, thie NIFA spokesman 
which was led by claimed Amir 
Hamza Khan, claimed that their 
party Mujahideen captured a huge 
quantity of weapons and military 
vehicles when the armed forces of 
ruling Watan Party peacefully de- 
fected to NIFA after a deal in Herat 
province. The 1500 defected troops 
were led by Dastgir Khan and 
Mohammad Jan. 

The spokesman disclosed that the 
defected troops and Afghan militia 
soldiers handed-over 120 armed per- 
sonnel carriors, l(K) tanks, 400 other 
vehicles and 18,()(K) arms including 
Kalashnikovs. mortars and rockets. 



' Agreement on 
interim Afghan 
president likely 

The Afghan mujahideen are 
expected to agree on a common 
candidate for the office of presi- 
dent in the new broad-based inte- 
rim administration, which will 
finally take over power from the 
Kabul regime in a peaceful man- 
ner, reports PPI. 

The Al-Bunyan News Service, 
while quoting reliable sources on 
Tuesday said that Prof. Rabbani. 
Maulvi Mohammadi and Prof. 
Mujaddadi are the most accept- 
able candidates for the new post. 

Efforts were underway to per- 
suade Eng. Hekmatyar to bring 
him to Pakistan for participation in 
these crucial talks. Pakistan 
government officials were keenly 
awaiting the outcome of these cru 
cial talks. 
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Mujahideen talks on interim 
set-up remain deadlocked 



F.P. Report 

Mujahideen leaciers on Tuesday 
failed to reach a compromise on an 
interim government for Afghani- 
stan. 

Rival factions are bitterly divi- 
ded on the makeup of the transitio- 
nal council, which is to assume 
power from the administration 
that took over when president 
Najibullah was ousted, the sources 
said. 

A full session of about a dozen 
Pakistan-based factions and repre- 
sentatives of other factions opera- 
ting from Iran could not be held. 

'The meeting has been cancel- 
led and a press conference sched- 
uled for Tuesday evening has also 
been cancelled," the pro-resi- 
stance MIDIA news agency said. 

Another resistance news ser- 
vice, the Afghan Islamic Press 
( AIP). said a separate meeting was 
held in Chamkani between some 



hardline resistance leaders and the 
Jamiat-i-Islami chief Burhanuddin 
Rabbani. 

AIP said the mini-session with 
Rabbani was attended by Yunes 
Khales and Rasul Sayyaf, both 
influential in the eastern region of 
Afghanistan, as well as some Paki- 
stani officials and Arab emissaries. 

Representatives of Gulbadin 
Hekmatyar, who is reported 
somewhere in Afghanistan, did 
not join. 

Meanwhile, Prof. Abdur Rab 
Rasul Sayyaf, the leader of Itte- 
had-e-Islami Afghanistan has said 
that the talks between mujahideen 
leaders in Peshawar have reached 
a ver\' crucial stage and very imp- 
ortant decisions were expected 
very soon. 

In a statement released by the 
ANS, Prof. Sayyaf said that all the 
top mujahideen leaders were busy 
in mutual consultations for the for- 



mation of a new interim adminis- 
tration acceptable to all. 

Sayyaf said, "the present com- 
plex and difficult situation requi- 
red utmost care and caution on 
part of the field commanders and 
the leaders of the mujahideen." 

"While we welcome the 
avoidance of unnecessary bloods- 
hed in Afghanistan, we are totally 
opposed to any sort of political or 
military alliance with the remnants 
of the hated Marxist regime, which 
was close to the brink of a disgrace- 
ful collapse." 

PPI adds: Yet another round of 
talks between the Pakistan's for- 
eign office officials and the Afghan 
mujahideen leaders was held in 
Peshawar on Tuesday evening to 
seek Afghan mujahideen leaders' 
consensus on a pre-transitional set 
up in Kabul. 
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Govt, Mujahideen 
talks continue 

PESHAWAR (PPI) — Crucial! 
and lengthy negotiations between 
Pakistani officials and Peshawar i 
based Afghan Mujahideen leaders! 
and their representatives continued \ 
here on Wednesday, with hectic ef-i 
fort to bring the resistance groups | 
to a consensus on transitional thej 
controversial issue of formation of I 
a pre-transitional interim governing: 
council in Kabul towards which thej 
resistance actions still have diver- 1 
gent views. 

The Minister of Stale for Foreign 
Affairs, Mr Mohammad Saddique 
Kanju continued consulting Muahi- 
deen leaders at the Frontier House 
in a bid to resolve sharp difference 
among resistance groups and bring 
them to a unified stand on the still 
ticklish matter of their nominees 
who will form Interim Council in 
Kabul to replace the post Najib ad- 
ministration. 

The Jamaat-i-Islami Amir 
Senator Qazi Hussein Ahmad, too, 
went to the frontier house where he 
met a couple of resistance leaders 
engaged in parleys with Saddique 
Kanju. „ 
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Attack on 
Afghan 
commander 

Another hard liner commander 
was lired upon in the small hours 
ot Thursday morning at Jalozai 
retugees camp some 30 kilometres 
awav from Peshawar. This was the 
seventh incident in this week, 
adding to the fear and anxiety in 
the hard liners camp, reports INP 
in Peshawar. 

According to reports, comman- 
der Mohammad Khan was fired 
upon and seriously injured while 
commg back from the camp Jamia 
Mas] id, performing Fajar prayer. 
Mohammad Khan received three 
Klashnikov bullets and rushed to 
Peshawar, reportedly hospitalised 
in Kuwait Red Creasent Hospital. 

Hospital administration, when 
contacted refused to provide any 
information. However, it is learnt 
reliably that injured commander 
was out of danger. Mohammad 
Khan hailing from Baghlan pro- 
vince belonged to Ittehad-i-Islami, 
Afghanistan. 

The reports revealed that com- 
mander Mohammad Khan rejec- 
ted the UN peace plan, ethnic divi- 
sion of Afghanistan and was of the 
view that jihad should be conti- 
nued till final victory. The accused 
w \s identified as Afghani. 




een reluctant to 



open Torkham- Jalalabad road 

Third plane carrying food reaches Kabul; Pakistan has fed 
Najib govt not poor Afghan, say hardline Mujahideen 



From Rahimuiiah Yusufzai 

PESHAWAR: The third Pakistani air- 
craft in four days landed in Kabul to 
transport another 15 tonnes of 
wheat donated by Islamabad for the 
Afghan people but it was not known 
as to when the transportation of 
emergency food supplies to 
Afghanistan via road would begm. 

Officials in Khyber Agency said 
no Pakistani truck loaded with 
wheat had yet passed Torkham. 
They were unaware as to when the 
relief operations via land route were 
to start. 

Bulk of the 10,000 tonnes of 
Pakistani wheat destined for Kabul 
is planned to be transported by 
road, preferably by the Torkham- 
Jalalabad-Kabul route which is both 
quick and feasible because of the 
better condition of the road. Some 
Mujahideen parties and comman- 
ders however appeared reluctant in 
reopening the route which was 
closed down in March 1989 



Ismaili elder 



due to Mujahideen differences and 
opposition by some hardline groups. 

However, the air-lifting of wheat 
supplies from Islamabad to Kabul 
continued on Tuesday. Radio Kabul 
reported that a Pakistani military 
transport plane brought another 15 
tonnes of wheat on Tuesday. It said 
Fida Younas, Pakistan's Charge d'Af- 
faires in Kabul, and United Nations 
Development Programme chief, 
David Lockwood were at the airport 
to receive the aircraft. 

Radio Kabul on Tuesday not only 
repeatedly referred to Pakistan by 
its full name of "Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan" but it also took the un- 
precedented step to broadcast a 
recorded interview of Fida Younas in 
its main news bulletin. This overture 
was apparently aimed to show 
Kabul's appreciation for Islamabad's 
gesture. It also signalled a major 
shift in the hitherto antagonistic 
policies of the two neighbouring 
countries. 

Meanwhile, Gulbaddin Hekmat- 
yar and Prof Sayyaf have criticised 
Pakistan's decision to send emer- 
gency food supplies to Kabul. Both 
expressed fears that the food would 



help sustain the Kabul regime in 
power. 

Prof Sayyaf, who heads the hard- 
line Ittehad-i-Islami, said the Pak- 
istani food would help the Kabul 
regime rather than the poor and 
needy Afghans. He told the Al-Bun- 
yan News Service that no Pakistani 
official had yet contacted his party 
for allowing wheat transportation on 
the Torkham-Jalalabad route. 

Hezb-i-Islami chief Gulbaddin 
Hekmatyar had remarked recently 
that "our friends should have waited 
a few days before supplying wheat 
to the tottering Kabul regime." He 
had urged that no food aid be given 
to Kabul until an interim govern- 
ment replaced the Kabul regime. 

Meanwhile, Prof Mojadeddi, 
President of the Peshawar-based 
Afghan Interim Government had ap- 
pealed to the Islamic and other 
friendly countries to provide emer- 
gency food aid to Afghanistan. In his 
Eid message, he fully endorsed the 
UN for helping the Afghan people. 

Dr Najibullah, Prof Miyadeddi's 
counterpart in Kabul, in his Eid 
message pledged to secure food 
supplies for the Afghans. 



abandons Kabul regime f^^^r^^F^i^^^^Y^^?^^ 59^^^ 932 



Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: Syed Mansoor Nadiri, a 
spiritual elder of the Ismailis in 
Afghanistan, has shifted his alle- 
giance from Dr Najibullah's govern- 
ment to the newly-installed joint Mili- 
tia-Miyahideen administration in 
northern Afghanistan. 

According to a BBC correspon- 
dent who met Syed Mansoor during 
a recent trip to Mazar-e-Sharif, the 
Ismaili leader said he had abandoned 
the Kabul regime but was still in 
touch with certain government offi- 
cials. 

Syed Mansoor Nadiri, who was 
given the honorary rank of a general 
by the Kabul regime, had led the Kai- 
hani Militia which defended the 
Salang highway and other govern- 
ment positions. His Western-edu- 
cated son Syed Jafer Nadiri was until 
recently the governor of Baghan. 



The desertion by the Kaihani Mili- 
tia was a big blow for Dr Nj^ibullah's 
government, already rattled by the 
defection of General Rasheed Dos- 
tum's Jouzani Militia. The Ismailis 
have in the past sided with the gov- 
ernment in Kabul. 

The Ismailis live in Baghlan, 
Badakhshan and Takhar province in 
Northern Afghanistan. They are all 
Persian-speakers. 

Syed Mansoor told BBC that his 
supporters had joined the Militia-Mu- 
jahideen administration now con- 
trolling most of northern 
Afghanistan as Dr Najib 's govern- 
ment was incapable of either bring- 
ing peace or forging national recon- 
ciliation in Afghanistan. He also 
announced support for the UN 
Afghan peace plan. He denied that 
the new Mazar-based administration 
wanted to divide Afghanistan on eth- 
nic or linguistic basis. 



Mujahideen celebrate 
anniversary of fall of Khost 
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Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: The first anniversary of 
the fall of Khost was celebrated on 
Hiesday by holding a big public meet- 
ing in Khost town. 

Yaqub Shariatyar, a Miyahideen 
spokesman, informed that about 
4,000 people attended the anniver- 
sary function held in Khost's main 
Mosque from 9:00 am to 12:00 noon. 
The important speakers on the occa- 
sion were Maulvi Nizamuddin 
Haqqani, Engineer Hakim of Hezb-e- 



Islami (Hikmatyar) and Alam Gul 
KochiofNIFA. 

The speakers remembered the 
350 Miyahideen who laid down their 
lives in the 15-day battle for Khost 
which culminated in victory on March 
31 last year. They thanked Allah for 
bestowing victory on the Miyahideen 
and pledged to continue their Jehad 
till installation of an Islamic govern- 
ment in Kabul. Shariatyar said the 
participants carried flags and raised 
slogans in support of Jehad and 
against Kabul regime. 
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Ethnic strife 
taking its toll in Afghanistan 

Kabul rebels running 'Uzbek govt' in Mazar-i-Sharif, 
reports Mujahideen commander 



Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: Afghan Mujahideen 
sources in Peshawar have said that 
former pro-Kabul militia commander 
Gen Rasliid Dostum has listed three 
conditions for rejoining Dr Najibul- 
' lah's government. The foremost con- 
dition is that he be appointed prime 
minister 

Abdul Haq, well-known Mu- 
jahideen commander, in his latest 
Kabul situation report said the other 
two conditions pertained to the ap- 
pointment of his nominees and those 
from other nationaUties to the ruling 
party's central committee and inclu- 
sion of the Uzbek language pro- 
grammes on the country's television. 

The Report said Rashid Dostum 
warned that he would operate inde- 
pendently in northern Afghanistan 
until his demands were met. He had 
reportedly presented his demands in 
reply to a message sent to him by Dr 
Najib through Gen Nabi Azimi. Najib 

Migahideen 
oppose direct 
food supplies to 
Kabul regime 

Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: The Ittehad-e-Islami 
Afghanistan while opposing direct 
food supphes to the Kabul regime 
has demanded that everything 
should be sent through the Afghan 
Mtyahideen. 

In a statement issued to Al-Bun- 
yan News Service, the party urged 
friendly countries to provide food 
suppUes to the Miyahideen so that 
the needy people in the Miyahideen- 
held areas are fed. It felt the regime 
could divert the food suppUes to its 
military forces rather than feeding 
the hungry civilian population in the 
cities. 

Meanwhile, the party chief Pro- 
fessor Sayyaf has greeted the MusUm 
Ummah, especially the Afghans and 
Pakistanis, on the occasion of Eidul 
Fitr He urged the Muslims not to 
forget those struggling for freedom 
and their rights in Afghanistan, 
Palestine, Kashmir, Algeria, etc, and 
to forge unity in their ranks in a bid 
to achieve victory over infidels. 



had urged him to continue resisting 
the Mtyahideen. 

Abdul Haq's report claimed Gen 
Juma Asak sent by Dr Najib to re- 
place the rebeUious Gen Momen in 
Hairatan border port and try to di- 
minish Rashid Dostum's power had 
returned empty-handed to Kabul 
from Mazar-i-Sharif. It added that 
Gen Azimi too came back to Kabul 
after failing to convince Dostum not 
to rebel against the government. 

According to the report, Dostum 
had arrested his opponents in Mazar- 
i-Sharif and replaced them with his 
own nominees and was now endeav- 
ouring to extend his writ in aOjoining 
provinces. It said Dostum's militia 
now controlled Mazar's airport, mil- 
itary installations, security belt, and 
other important places. It had also 
closed the Kabul-Mazar road to all 
means of transportation, including 
food supphes, causing shortages in 
Kabul and pushing food prices to 
record levels. 



The report said pilots belonging 
to other ethnic groups in Mazar have 
been put under house arrest. The 
city was said to be cahn but no one 
was allowed to enter it armed. It said 
the Ismaili militia of Syed Jafer 
Nadiri of Kaihan too had severed its 
links with Kabul. 

Commander Abdul Haq's report 
claimed Najib had ordered removal 
of all aircraft at Herat to the Shind- 
hand airbase due to fears that the 
militia revolt may spread to Herat. 
Kabul regime was also said to be 
maintaining food stocks in the city to 
feed the armed forces and the party 
members. Dr Najib was also re- 
ported to have allowed certain pro- 
Zahir Shah elements to operate in 
Kabul and provided them the neces- 
sary fuel and transport. The Report 
maintained that well-known mathe- 
matician Siddiq Afghan was arrested 
on March 25 following a demonstra- 
tion in Kabul against price hike and 
food shortages. 



Dostum's militia, 
Mujahideen form 
joint administration 

Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: A British Broadcasting 
Corporation correspondent, who vis- 
ited Mazar-i-Sharif, reported from 
Kabul on Wednesday that Rasheed 
Dostum's militia, Afghan Miyahideen 
and formerly Kabul forces had 
formed a joint administration in the 
city 

Chris Bowers said the adminis- 
tration called itself "National Islamic 
government." 

He said peace and calm prevailed 
^in the city as the Migahideen, sol- 
diers and militias mingled with each 
other and appeared to have set aside 
the bitterness of the Afghan war. He 
said Migahideen carrying green flags 
stood at one place waiting for their 
commander, Alam Khan. 

AFP adds: Afghan Miyahideen 
and dissident Kabul troops said their 
movement was not separatist, but 



they were united only to oust Presi- 
dent Najibullah. 

In its first statement to the for- 
eign journalists here Tuesday, they 
said they had supported the UN 
peace plan for Afghanistan. "All the 
fighting in Afghanistan since the So- 
viet withdrawal has been because of 
Nsgibullah," said Rasheed Dostum at 
a meeting of local Migahideen lead- 
ers, government generals and miUtia 
commanders. 

Migahideen from the rival Hezb- 
e-Islami and Jamiat-e-Islami as well 
as those with allegiance to hun sup- 
ported Dostum's statement, saying 
that none of them wanted to divide 
Afghanistan. 
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KAf3LL AFP) - The U.N. spe- 
cial ne20iiator on At'shanisfan 
Benon Sevan met Wednesday in 
the north with the top Mujahidecn 
commander while the city oi 
Gardez south ot" here reportedly tell 
to rebels intent on marching on the 
capital. 

Sevan's first meeting with 
Ahmed Shah Masood took place in 
a town held by the Tajik comman- 
der north of Kabul, witnesses on 
the scene said. 

Sevan, who has been workins 
funously for months to bring the 
Afghan civil war to an end and 
prevent a bloody ethnic clash be- 
tween rebel groups, had tried and 
failed to meet the commander 
Tuesday. 

At the same time, about 100 
kilometers (60 miles) south of here, 
thousands of Mujahideen com- 
manded by Jalaluddin Haqqani en- 
tered the town of Gardez and were 
preparing to march on the capital. 



reliable rebel sources --.aid in the 
northwestern Pakistani city of Pe- 
shawar, where the resisiiuice is 
based. 

After 15 hours of fruitless nego- 
tiations for a takeover of the city 
uhich lasted through the night. 
Commander Haqqani gave the or- 
der to invade Gardez on four 
fronts. 

"Ever\'thing has fallen into our 
hands." Haqqani said in a message 
received in Peshawar. The rebels 
there were preparing to march on 
Kabul, said the sources. 

Masood has proposed that a mu- 
jahedeen interim government take 
over in Kabul peacefully. His 
troops are poised on the northern 
perimeter of the capital. 

Haqqani, though not a member of 
Masood's faction, has good rela- 
tions with him. It was possible that 
the two men were coordinating 
their moves. 



Kabul ( AF?) — The cit\ ot Gar- 
dez, south ot here, reportedly fell 
to mujahideen on Wednesdav. 

About 100 kilometres south of 
here, thousands of mujahideen 
commanded by Jalaluddin Haq- 
qani entered Gardez. 

xMeanwhile, the Al-Bunyan 
News Service (ANS) field corre- 
spondents who saw the fall of the 
garrison city of Gardez, say the 
mujahideen made a forcible entrv 
into the city after repeated nego- 
tiations to persuade Gen. Irna- 
muddin, the military governor of 
the city, to peacefully give up to 
the combined units of the mujahi- 
deen. 

Pro-mujahideen army officers 
disarmed the General, a hardcore 
Khalqi, and allowed the mujahi- 
deen to enter the city which hou- 
sed two regiments of militia units, 
one anti-aircraft unit, two units of 
KHAD and two units of "Saron- 
doi." 

Gen. Imamuddin, is the man 
who personally shot dead late pre- 
sident Sardar Daud and his brot- 
her Mohammad Naeem, on April 
26, 1978, after their refusal to 
recognise the authority of the Afg- 



Mujahideen continue 
claiming victories 



PESHAWAR: Afghan Miyahideen on 
Wednesday claimed the fall of the 
provincial capitals of Gardez 
Chakhansur and Faizh and the dis- 
trict headquarters of Paghman and 
Girishk. 

Gardez, capital of Paktia province 
bordering Paldstan, was however the 
biggest prize as it had defied them 
for years. Even during last winter, 
Gardez's defenders had repulsed a 
determined Miyahideen onslaught. 

Initial reports said Gardez was 
handed over to the Miyahideen on 
Wednesday peacefully after negotia- 
tions spread over several days 
yielded results. Spokesmen of com- 
mander Mauivi Jalaluddin Haqqani, 
Maulvi Nasrullah Mansoor and Hezb- 
i-Islami (Hikmatyar) all confirmed 
reports that the garrison city had 
changed hands. 

Subsequent reports, which 



couldn't be confirmed, claimed the 
Miyahideen made a forcible entry in 
to Gardez as its defenders kept de- 
laying the inevitable. 

It was said the Gardez army 
commander Gen. Imamuddin, who 
was accused of killing Sardar 
Daoud during the April 1978 coup, 
was disarmed by some of his pro- 
Mujahideen officers. 

Yaqub Shariatyar, a spokesman 
for Commender Haqqani, informed 
that the Miyahideen took control of 
the city installations and were main- 
taining its security. 

He said Haqqani gave the call 
for prayers (Azan) in the historic 
mosque in Gardez while his deputy 
Mauhd Nizamuddin Haqqani led the 
prayers. 

He said a large number of peo- 
ple, both Miyahideen and the city 
residents, attended the prayers. He 

said Haqqani and other Mujahideen 
commanders later toured the city in 



the company of Gen. Imamuddin 
and other regime and militia offi- 
cials. 

Miyahideen sources reported 
that several government officials 
had fled to Kabul before the fall of 
Gardez. 

Miyahideen from NIFA, Hezb-i- 
Islami (Hikmatyar), and Haqqani's 
and Nasurllah Mansoor's groups 
were more active in securing the 
fall of Gardez. 

Meanwhile, Miyahideen lad by 
conunander Rasul Akhundzada of 
Harkat-i-Inquilah-i-Islami claimed 
to have captured Fkrah, capital of 
Farah province, and Nimroz 
provinces capital Chakhansur. His 
men had earlier claimed to have 
taken Helmand's capital lashkar- 
gah. He also took Giriskh is Hel- 
mand province. 

The fall of Pighman district near 
Kabul was also announced by cer- 
tain Mi^ahideen groups on Wednes- 
day 
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nan communists. 

Since then, Imamuddin, defied 
several attempts by the mujahi- 
deen to capture Gardez since 1986. 
He was aiso responsible for rou- 
ting the mujahideen in Logar pro- 
vince last year. 

Gardez in the capital of Paktia 
province to which about a dozen of 
the hardline Kabul communists 
belong. These include the former 
president Dr. Najibullah, former 
interior minister Syed Mohammad 
Gulazoi, defence minister General 
Mohammad Aslam Watanjar, 
General Mohammad Azeem Zar- 
mathi and General Manoki Man- 
gal. 

Afghan News Agency (ANA) 
claimed that mujahideen captured 
some high ranking officials inclu- 
ding the divisional commander 
and governor of Paktia, Lt. Gen. 
Imamuddin, Lt. Gen. Rehmatul- 
lah Safi, Brig. General Moham- 
mad Zahir, Major Gen. Mustafa 
and chief of the Sarandoi police, 
Brig. Gen. Nabi Jan. 

ANS quoted reports reaching 
Kabul and claimed that some 30 
ranking military and civilian offi- 
cials of the former regime of Dr. 
Najib had been arrested by the 
four-man military council, which 
seized power on April 16. 

Meanwhile, mujahideen sour- 
ces say that despite best efforts bv 
the UN, the plane which is due to 
take off, with Najib on board, is 
still awaiting clearance from the 
pro-Rashid Dostam militiamen, 
controlling Khwaja Rawash inter- 
national airport. 

UN special envoy, Benon 
5>evan, who is camping in Kabul, is 
expectmg to accompanv Dr. Najib 
m his car up to the airport if the 
militiamen agree to a safe passage 
It appears that the ruling military 
junta is deeply divided on the issue 
of the future of Dr. Najib. 

The Indian government has 
reserved an exclusive suite for the 
former president in a hotel at the 
diplomatic enclave of Safdar Jung 
Road in New Delhi. 

According to ANA, the HI A 
mujahideen repulsed an attack of 
the Geelam Jam militiamen 
between the Soume Duldul and 
Dasht-i-Chahl Dukhtaran killing 
600 militiamen and capturing 200 
others. 

According to wireless reports 
1000 militiamen of the Geelam 
Jam of Gen. Momin had attacked 
the HIA military centres from the 
Zaidabad and rocket brigade 
directions (an HIA base) around 
12 kilometres south of Kabul. 

Meanwhile, AFP adds that the 
guards at Kabul's Pul-i-Charkhi 
prison have fled their posts, but 
political prisoners still locked up 
face obstacles to freedom. 
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Mujahideen 
commander 
escapes death 

From Our Staff Correspondent 

PESHAWAR, April 9: An Afghan 
commander, Mohammad Khan, 
belonging to Ittehad-i-Islami, 
Afghanistan (Sayyaf), escaped an 
attempt on his life when he was 
coming out of a mosque early 
Thursday morning at Jalozai some 
25 km from Peshawar. 

This was the fourth such incident 
in one week. 

On April 2, Prof. Ahmedzai was 
shot dead by as yet unidentified 
men. 

On April 4, Commander Amir 
Siddique and three guards were 
gunned down in a city locality. 

Another commander was found 
dead near Warsak Canal at Jalozai 
camp. 

Two commanders were attacked 
on Wednesday, but they escaped. 
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Afghan mujahideen, militia 
alliance silences guns in north 
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Kabul militiamen 
join mujahideen 

A militia batallion, including 
1,500 militiamen of Kabul regime 
from the Khushkutahani area of 
Pushtoonkot district, Faryab pro- 
vince joined mujahideen on April 
5, reports MIDIA. The militiamen 
surrendered all their light arms to 
mujahideen. 

The report adds that mujahi- 
deen have seized two tanks, 20 
goryunov machineguns, two 
desert cannons, two mountainous 
mortars, 6 vehicles, one wireless 
set and a big quantity of ammuni 
tions 



KABUL (AFP) — Military 
commanders and resistance 
groups have apparently pre- 
empted a United Nations peace 
plan for Afghanistan, forging an 
ethnic alliance and laying down 
arms in the north of the devastated 
country. 

The UN plan, due to take effect 
on April 28, aims to install a neu- 
tral government in place of that of 
Soviet-installed President Najibul- 
lah, who is still holding fast in 
Kabul. 

Mujahideen and regime's com- 
manders with whom they shared 
ethnic links formed a coalition last 
month in the strategic north, 
taking control of the region and 
accusing Najibullah of trying to 
prolong the 13-year-old war. 

Leaders of what they call the 
"National Islamic Movement" — 
comprising ethnic Pukhtoons, 
Tajiks, Uzbeks, Turkmen and 
Ismaili tribesmen ■— say they now 
control most of 11 provinces, from 
the borders of the old Soviet 
Union to the borders of Kabul pro- 
vince. 

How the guns were silenced will 
likely remain a bit of a mystery. 

But the man who instigated it 
three months ago, Brigadier 
General Abdul Momen, comman- 
der of the strategic frontier city of 
Heiraton, says no real decision to 



ever made. 

Momen, who refused to step 
down when Najibullah tried to 
replace him with a Pukhtoon, told 
foreign journalists on Tuesday that 
Najibullah sparked the crisis by 
trving to prolong the war. 

"It was not a major decision'' . he 
said in the northern city of Mazar- 
i-Sharif. "It is just a small group of 
people around Najib who are kee- 
ping the war going." 

Momen added that he and mem- 
bers of the ruling northern military 
council support and want to expe- 
dite the UN plan. 

"We are not short-sighted," he 
added when asked whether the 
movement might spread to the rest 
of the country. "We support the 
UN process, it is necessary." 

Momen and fellow commanders 
dismissed talk in Kabul that the 
northern movement was "separa- 
tist and racist" in nature, implicitly 
charging that Najibullah was try- 
ing to stay, in power by stirring a 
racial conflict. 

Najibullah has argued plausibly 
that he has "too many generals" 
and that the 13-year-old war has 
left not only more than one million 
dead, but too many people depen- 
dent on war for a living. 

The racial issue is explosive in 
Afghanistan, as UN Secretary- 
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali's 
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Stan, Benon Sevan, emphasised 
last month. 

Sevan warned that unless the 
UN peace process went ahead 
quickly, Afghanistan risked dis- 
memberment along racial lines. 

The northern revolt followed 
Najibullah's attempt to replace 
commanders, most with ethnic 
roots in the north, with Pukhtoons 
from his own province of Paktiya, 
apparently in advance of the peace 
plan. 

A diplomat at the former Soviet 
embassy here, bidding farewell 
before his Russian replacement 
arrived, said the country's internal 
ethnic mix had changed beyond 
recognition. 

"Most Pukhtoons inside the 
country," the diplomat said last 
week, "have no affinity with Paki- 
stan or with Kabul, referring to the 
Pakistan-based mujahideen and 
the Soviet-installed regime here. 

"The hard truth, and all realise, 
is that if the refugees come back, 
the elections could bring in Pukh- 
toons who want to return to the old 
ways. But it was the non-Pukh- 
toons who supported Najibullah, 
and the non-Pukhtoons who 
fought him here on his own 
ground." 

"They will not be content with 
going back to being subservient," 
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Mujahideen 
commander 
shot dead 

PESHAWAR, April 7: Three 
(Afghan Mujahideen belonging to 
!Harkat-i-Inqilab-i-Islami, were shot 
|iead here in a thickly populated 
Afghan colony on Sunday. 

According to Al Bunyan News 
Services, among the dead was a 
senior commander of Harkat-i- 
Inqilab-i-Islami, in Kunduz pro- 
vince of Afghanistan. The comman- 
der was identified as Ameer 
Sidiqui. The Ameer left behind five 
children.— PPI 



Latest reports from Afghanistan 
indicate that the Watan Party lea- 
ders who succeeded in forming a 
military council and a ruling presi- 
dium moments after Najib's resi- 
gnation and attempt to flee the 
country, have secured a deal 
between mujahideen forces and 
militia commanders in 12 northern 
provinces. 

No mujahideen forces were able 
to confirm the reports aired by 
Kabul Radio on Friday evening 
but the Afghan consul in Pesha- 
war, Abdul Qayyum explained the 
situation in northern Afghanistan 
adding that the militia comman- 
ders opposed to Najibullah who 
had announced siding with the 
mujahideen commanders after the 
former president's announcement 
to step down, had in fact struck the 
regional deal in 10 provinces more 
than 40 days ago. These provinces, 
he said, were Balkh, Faryab, Joz- 
jan, Samangan, Baghlan, Takhar, 
Bamian, Kundoz, Badakhshan, 
and Sri Pul. 



The Afghan consul claimed that 
this "understanding" had been 
extended upto the Parwan and 
Kapeesa provinces, bordering on 
Kabul province, two days after 
Najibullah's resignation. The 
reports from Kabul had indicated 
that the deal was reached at 
between Rabbani's Jamiat forces, 
the dissident militia commander 
Rashid Dostum now claimed by 
the ruUng Kabul council to have 
sided with it and Syed Mansoor 
Nadiri's troops who, the Afghan 
consul said was supporting the new 
Kabul government. He added that 
"this understanding had been 
reached at against the force that 
want to continue war in Afghani- 
stan, particularly in and around 
Kabul." 

When asked who wanted to con- 
tinue this war, he said, "everybody 
knows who. But those who want to 
continue the bloodshed, have been 
isolated and all the mujahid brot- 
hers want to end it. "He said he 
received fresh information from 
Kabul on Saturday.evening adding 



"the government has issued an 
appeal to all the mujahid brothers 
to support the UN peace plan and 
I am confident that those opposing 
this plan will be isolated since they 
want to continue bloodshed in 
Afghanistan. I also appeal to the 
governments of Pakistan and Iran 
to help implement the UN peace 
plan to end the bloodshed in my 
country." 

When asked whether reports 
about Herat having fallen to muja- 
hideen and Badakhshan having 
announced independence, he said, 
"these reports have been released 
only by those people who are eit- 
her the enemies of Afghanistan or 
do not know about the situation. 
The understanding reached 
between all the relevant sides in 
the north have made such divisions 
ouf of question. Herat is in control 
of commanders of the Jamiat since 
long and the Jamiat is a party to the 
understanding. Badakhshan falls 
in the 12 northern provinces where 
the no-war understanding is imple- 
mented since last 40 da vs." 




'XJ^XiHANlSI AN NEWS CLIPPING 



z 



j±.Jl 



^ MujaMdeen form 
coalition headed by Masood 

WaMl holds talks with envoys of key govts; 
Hekmatyar's forces gathering in south of capital 



Agencies 

KABUL: As Afghan rulers were ne- 
gotiating with UN and foreign en- 
voys in an attempt to stop rebels 
from storming Kabul, a powerful 
coalition of Miuahideeii, troops and 
militia commanders assembled north 
of capital was preparing to replace 
the weakened government. 

The coalition of forces, headed 
by .\hmad Shah Masood, the most 
powerful of the Miyahideen rebel 
commanders, wants a peaceful 
takeover of Kabul and is prepared to 
negotiate the departure of the pre- 
sent government, the reporters said. 

Masood is joined by two defect- 
ing militia commanders, Abdul 
Rashid Dostum and Sayeed Jaffar 
Noderi, as well as General Abdul 
Momen who led a mutiny in January, 



making up what is the most power- 
ful army in Afghanistan. 

Foreign Minister Abdul Wakil, his 
government weakened and encir- 
cled, held talks with Masood on Fri- 
day and Saturday in the guerrilla 
camp. But the six western reporters 
who returned from the area of Jabal- 
sarny, about 75 km north of Kabul, 
said it was clear that Wakil was in no 
position to negotiate. 

Masood, a 39-year-old ethnic 
T^ik from the north of Afghanistan 
famous for his fierce resistance to 
Soviet troops before they left in 
1989, told the reporters that he in- 
tended to form a Mujahideen gov- 
ernment in Kabul. 

Leaders of the new alliance, 
called the Islamic Jihad Council, met 



Mujahideen ready 
to negotiate exit of Kabul 

government 



Continued from Page 

in Jabalsarraj on Saturday Colunms 
of armoiu-ed personnel carriers and 
some tanks stood by. 

Masood told the reporters he 
had in the past invited United Na- 
tions special envoy Benon Sevan to 
meet him but that no talks had 
taken place. 

Diplomats thiCabursaid^Sejan's 
attempts to form ah interim co'uncil 
that would bring together govern- 
ment and guerrilla leaders seemed 
irrelevant in the face of the 
powerful forces assembled outside 
Kabul. The alliance effectively 
controls all of northern 
Afghanistan. 

Crucial now to the two million 
people of Kabul is the role that will 
be played by hardline fundamental- 
ist Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, a bitter 
enemy of Masood. Hekmatyar's 
forces are gathering to the south of 
Kabul while their leader is said to 
be on his way to the area. 

Meanwhile Afghanistan's belea- 
guered rulers said on Sunday they 
were talking to key governments in 
an attempt to stop Muslim rebels 
from attacking Kabul. 

An Afghan embassy spokesman 
in New Delhi said foreign minister 
Abdul Wakil had held a joint meet- 
ing on Saturday with the United Na- 
tions special representative Benon 
Sevan and with envoys from Russia, 



India and Pakistan and Iran."We dis- 
cussed ways of implementing 
the UN peace plan without 
further bloodshed" epibassy 
spokesman Rahmatullah Aimaque 
said. 

Aimaque quoted Wakil as de- 
scribing his talks with the envoys as 
"crucial to a peaceful change in 
Afghanistan". He dismissed as in- 
• cdrf^t f^orts th^it^Wakil's talks 
with Masood had failed and that th^ 
Miyahideen leader wanted the gov- 
ernment to hand over power to the 
guerrillas. 

"These reports are not true Mr 
Wakil's talks with Masood are con- 
tinuing. We expect a positive out- 
come" Aimaque said. 

Aimaque said Wakil was trying 
to persuade Masood to "help with a 
peaceful transfer of power under 
the UN plan". 

He said hardline Mujahideen 
leader Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, who 
opposes the UN plan was "alone 
and isolated in going against the 
government's peaceful aims". 

Masood's political adviser Ma- 
sood Khalili said on Sunday the 
rebel leader had demanded total 
transfer of government power to 
the Miyahideen rebels. 

Khalili quoted Masood as telling 
Wakil on Saturday that a coalition 
with the former communist govern- 
ment was impossible. 



Mujahideen 
again fail 
to reach a 
consensus 

From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR — Despite hectic 
efforts by Pakistan's foreign and 
military officials, politicians, rep- 
resentatives of Organisation of Is- 
lamic Countries, Islamic Republic of 
Iran and Saudi Arabia, the 
Peshawar-based Afghan resistance 
leaders had again failed to reach a 
consensus on a body which will fill 
the vacuum created by the resigna- 
tion of Dr Najibullah here on Wed- 
nesday. 

For the fifth day, Wednesday, 
meetings amongst various Mujahi- 
deen leaders were in progress in dif- 
ferent parts of the city Throughout 
the day. The most important meet- 
ing was held at Cherat refugees 
camp near Pabbi, which was" at- 
tended by almost all the leading Af- 
ghan leaders, continued throughout 
the day but no consensus was 
reached. 

The Cherat meeting which was 
held in the office of the Maulvi 
Mohammad Nabi .Mohammadi, 
chief of Harkat-i-Islami was started 
at 11.00 am and continued till 5.30 
pm. The meeting besides the host 
was also attended by Afghan leaders 
including Prof. Sibghatullah Mujad- 
dadi, Pir Syed Ahmad Gillani, Prof. 
Burhanuddin Rabbani, Maulvi 
Nasarullah Mansoor. Prof. Abdul 
Rab Ra.sool Sayyaf, Maulvi Moham- 
mad Younas ' Khalis, Rafiullah 
Muazan and Engineer Qutabuddin 
Hilal. 

Apart from Afghan leaders the 
said meeting was also attended by 
the Minister of State for Foreign Af- 
fairs, Mohammad Siddique Kanju, 
for sometime, Riaz Mohammad 
Khan Director Afghan Desk in 
Foreign Ministry and an envoy of 
Saudi Arabia in Pakistan were pre- 
sent for sometime. 

However, a spokesman of Pir 
Syed Ahmad Gillani's National Is- 
lamic Front when contacted told 
The Nation' that it seemed that the 

leadership had reached a com- 
promise but they were reluctant to 
disclose it due 4o some unavoidable 
circumstances. He said that all the 
leading Afghan leaders were in close 
contact with each others for resolv- 
ing each and every sort of misun- 
derstanding on the future of their 
motherland. 

The Federal Minister of State 
Mohammad Siddique Kanju who 
has been facilitating Mujahideen 
leaders for reaching a consensus for 
the last two davs, also'held meetings 
with the NWFP Chief Minister, Mir 
Afzal Khan in Frontier House on 



Wednesday. Siddique Kanju also ^ 
held a separate meeting with the 
Chief Minister while in the second 
meeting he was accompanied by 
Jamaai-i-lslami chief Senator Oazi 
Hussam Ahmad. However, after re- 
turn of Siddique Kanju to Cherat. 
Oazi Hussain Ahmad also discussed 
the matter with the Chief Minister 
for half an hour. 

Similarly, the Jamaal-i-Islami 
chief Senator Oazi Hussain Ahmad 
exchanged views with Engineer Gul- 
badin Hekmatyar and Ahmad Shah 
Masood through wireless from 
Peshawar. 



Unconfirmed claims 
of Mujahideen 
continue 

Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: Afghan Mujahideen 
sources on Tuesday claimed the fall 
of three provincial capitals including 
Pul-i-Alam, Qalat and Chaghcharan. 
Pul-i-Alam is the capital of Logar 
province, sited south of Kabul. Qalat 
is capital of Zabnl province while 
Chaghcharan is capital of Ghor 
province in central Afghanistan. 

Various Mujahideen groups 
claimed these capitals fall to them. It 
was not unusual since more than one 
group has been claiming credit for 
the fall of the same city or town dur- 
ing the recent days. 

The Afghan News Agency re- 
ported that Pul-i-Alam fall to Hezb-i- 
Islami Miyahideen on T\iesday morn- 
ing. It quoted commander Ihsanullah 
as saying that the Miyahideen were 
now in complete control of the city. 

The same agency reported that 

Qalat and Choghcharan were cap- 
tured on Tuesday. It said Brig Gen 
Shah Maqsood and Brig Gen Mo- 
hammad Tahir Yarghal surrendered 
to Mujahideen Syed Hashim. Mean- 
while, the Al-Bunyan Service re- 
ported that Ghor's capital 
Chaighchanran fell to Ittehad-i-Islami 
commander Sardar Abdul Qayyum 
Khan, who belonged to the former 
royal family qf the province. 
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Mujahideen step 
up pressure on 
Kabul regime 



KABUL (AFP) - U.N. mediation 
efforts intensified here Saturday in 
the face of mujahedeen threats to 
storm the capital unless the Kabul 
regime stepped aside and negotia- 
tions for a safe conduct for ousted 
president Najibullah were halted. 

Resistance leader Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar said in Peshawar late 
Friday that armed Mujahideen 
would 'enter Kabul and capture it' 
if the Afghan regime did not sur- 
render and transfer power to the 
rebels. 

Hikmatyar also said rebels of his 
Pushtun-dominated Hezb-i-islami 
faction would act unilaterally if 
other Mujahideen parties failed to 
agree on an interim set-up quickly. 

This was taken to be a reference 
to the rival Jamiat-i-Islami faction 
and forces led by Tajik commander 
Ahmed Shah Masood poised only a 
few miles north of Kabul. 

In Peshawar Jamiat spokesman 
Najibullah Lafraie said Saturday 
that U.N. negotiations for a neutral 
government were now out of the 
question.' 

He said the U.N. should stop 
concerning itself with the departure 
of the 'criminal' Najibullah and 
work for the peaceful transfer of 
power to a Mujahideen govern- 
ment. 

Najibullah, who was stripped of 
his powers Thursday and is thought 
to be hiding at the U.N. compound 
in Kabul, is more criminal than the 
Nazis who were on trial at Nurem- 
berg,' Lafraie said. 

If the United Nations and its 
special envoy, Benon Sevan, are 
negotiating safe passage for Na- 
jibullah, they are committing a 
'great injustice to humanity,' he 
added. 

Hikmatyar's faction also claimed 
to have, captured the major western 
city of Herat on the Iranian border 
late Friday. But there was no inde- 
pendent confirmation of the claim, 
and the Jamiat spokesman dis- 
missed the claim as 'a lie' Saturday. 



U.N. sources and diplomats say 
the need for a speedy agreement on 
a transition government to replace 
Najibullah has become more im- 
perative than ever in the face of the 
critical situation in Kabul. 

What haunts Kabul residents 
most is the possibility that if a 
transitional council is not installed, 
the tribal divide which runs deep 
through Mujahideen and govern- 
ment forces alike might split the 
army arsenal of weapons. 

Such a scenario could spawn a 
battle for Kabul that, in the words 
of one senior Asian diplomat here, 
could not be imagined.' 

Hikmatyar, a Pashtun Sunni 
Muslim, and other Pashtun ele- 
ments in the resistance have made 
statements about the increasing 
power of Tajik commander Ma- 
sood inside Afghanistan. 

Already this week there have 
been reports of 'incidents' between 
followers of Masood and Hekmat- 
yar, north of Kabul. 

U.N. Secretary General Boutros- 
Ghaii has already expressed fears 
that the situation in Afghanistan 
was spinning out of control. 

Most diplomats see the installa- 
tion of a transitional council in 
Kabul as 'the best alternative - and 
the sooner the better,' in the words 
of one. 

And hopes were high among the 
leadership of the Kabul military 
that an agreement can be reached 
which would save the capital of 
some 1 .5 million people. 

'We are ready for it tomorrow or 
the day after tomorrow,' Foreign 
Minister Abdul Wakil said of the 
U.iN. plan for a 15-member coun- 
cil, the composition of which ob- 
servers say may have to be modi- 
fied because of the breakneck 
speed of events of the past week. 

Wakil on Friday reportedly vis- 
ited the northern town of Charikar 
by helicopter to try to start his own 
negotiations with northern Mu- 
jahideen Masood. 



Hardline Mujahideen 
face serious threats to life 



INP 

PESHAWAR: Hardline Afghan lead- 
ers and commanders are facing seri- 
ous threats to life as mysterious 
killing of Afghan commanders has 
been initiated by unknown assassins. 

The first incident took place on 
April 2, at Hyrat village Jalozai some 
30 kilometers from Peshawar. Pro- 
fessor Ahmad Zia, an editor and pro- 
fessor at Afghan University, was shot 
dead on Thursday morning in a ex- 
tensively guarded premises. Com- 
mander Amir Sadique along with two 
bodyguards were gunned down in 
Paqirabad on April 4, and another 
commander was found dead on the 
same day near Warsak canal at 
Jalozai. 

Both the commanders reportedly 
belonged to Maulana Mohammad 
Nabi of Harkat-e-Inqilab-e-Islami. All 
the .^assassinated Afghan firmly op- 
posed UN peace plan, ethnic division 
of Afghanistan and were in favoiu: of 
the jehad continuation at all cost. 

The killing of Afghan comman- 
ders have started a new wave of ter- 
rorism and indicating in growing in- 
tolerance among the various 



Mi^ahideen groups as predicted ear- 
lier by certain patriotic quarters. 

Reportedly death attempts were 
made on two other Miyahideen com- 
manders the other day, but both the 
commanders escaped narrowly. In all 
the instances no chance was given to 
the commanders or their trained 
guards to retaliate, nor exchange of 
fire have been reported, which links 
all the incidents carried out by the 
same person or agency. 

The tragic incidents have pre- 
vailed fear among the important 
Afghan figures in general and in the 
hardliners particular. 

It was reliably learnt that special 
instructions have been given to all 
the Mujahideen commanders by 
their own parties to confine and re- 
stricted their movement to respec- 
tive places and maintain special se- 
curity arrangements. 

Afghan leadership when con- 
tacted, were found in dilemma and 
termed that attempts showed the 
vested interests of the evil powers to 
create rifts among the various 
Afghan groups, sabotage the Afghan 
jehad on the brink of final victory 
and fuelled the misunderstandings. 
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Mujahideen urged to 
accept UN plan 
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From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR — Prof. Rasool 
Amin, Chief of the Peshawar-based 
Afghan Writers Union was still 
hopeful about restoration of a 
peaceful atmosphere in Afghanistan 
if the resist^ce leaders accept the 
United N¥iS|i^*'pea^^r3pdsals for 
resolving tneconffict.%Toagh polit- 
ical means. 

The Afghan intellectual who is 
also named as a delegate to 15- 
member Interim Council of the Un- 
ited Nations for sorting out the Af- 
ghan crisis, in a telephonic conversa- 
tion said that if the resistance leaders 
accepted the UN proposals, then 
Afghans not only could restore 
peaceful atmosphere in their 
motherland but also could resolve 
their internal grievances. 

He further said that if the Mujahi- 
deen and opponent forces of 
Najibullah in the north struggled to 
enter Kabul with force then it would 
create a civil war like situation. He 
added that in such circumstances 
citizens of Kabul would be divided 



on ideological, ethnic and lingual 
basis which would increase chaos in 
every nook and corner of Afghanis- 
tan. He said that Kabul was Capital 
of Afghanistan and its situation 
would affect all provincial capitals. 

Prof. Rasool Amin further said 
that ^ existing sftuation was not 
only dangerous for Afghans but also 
for the region. He said that if civil 
war started in Kabul the alien forces 
would continue interference which 
would deteriorate regional peace. 
He was of the view that the ball was 
still in the court of Mujahideen lead- 
ers. 

Prof. Rasool Amin opined that 
crisis in Afghanistan could be con- 
trolled in a limited period if all of 
the rival Afghan leadership accept 
the United Nations peace proposals. 

He added that inflexible stance of 
a few Mujahideen leaders would not 
only cause division of Afghanistan 
but would also further destroy their 
motherland besides continuarion of 
bloodshed. 
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Commanders council 
supports Masood 

Tape, coalitions spell a home made peace for 
Afghanistan; troops movement visible in Kabul 



Agencies 

PESHAWAR: The General Council of Migahideen Com- 
manders and a number of commanders outside the Coun- 
cil have expressed strong and complete support to com- 
mander Masood and have hailed his recent victories in 
North of Kabul. 

A declaration issued here states that a delegation con- 
sisting of representatives of the commanders council and 
some other Miyahideen commanders talked to comman- 
der Ahmad Shah Masood via wireless about the recent de- 
velopments in Kabul city and Miy ahideen victories in the 
north of the country. They have offered commander Ma- 
sood their complete and unequivocal support, the decla- 
ration said. 

Meanwhile a tape aired on national television and a 
rapid series of peaceful coalitions in strategic areas 
around Kabul Sunday seemed to form the outline of a 



homemade solution to Afghanistan's 13-year old civil war. 

"Everything is going according to plan," the taped 
voice of General Amanuddin, commander of the strategic 
garrison town of Gardez told general public here of the 
coalition he is arranging with Mtyahideen groups sur- 
rounding his base. 

The talks are underway and we should have it in place 
by tomorrow," he said. 

The unprecedented broadcast in the Afghan capital 
which remnants of the old Soviet installed coalition here 
has kept in the dark about national development coincided 
with a press conference dehvered by Foreign Minister 
Abdul Wakil. 

Wakil said he had met for a second time Saturday with 
leading Miyahideen commander Ahmad Shah Masood 
known as the "lion of Pai\jshir" that as a result he believed 



a Mujahideen government 
Afghanistan was possible. 

Meanwhile mihtary commanders 
shifted their forces around the rain- 
soaked capital and other cities Mon- 
day as leaders continued talks to 
prevent a bloody new chapter in 
Afghanistan's civil war. 

A unit of the government-back 
militia was seen leaving Kabul on 
Monday in the direction of Jalal- 
abad, a strategic town about 160 
kms east of Kabul that has been 
controlled by the government. 

The column of nearly a dozen 
military vehicles included gun- 
mounted armored personal carriers 
jeeps and trucks carrying fighters. 

Afghans rebels arriving as Mu- 
jahideen or "holy warriors" 
had^formed a belt around the city 
and city officials were talking with 
the rebels trying to prevent an at- 
tack, 

At least three scud missiles were 
fured late Sunday and sporadic gun- 
fire was heard overnight south of 
the capital where radical rebel 
leader Gulbuddin Hekmatyar has 
massed his forces and threatened to 
attack if the provisional govern- 
ment doesn't surrender to bim. 



Commanders' Comicil 
supports Masood 



ISLAMABAD (MIDIA)- The 
General Council of Commanders 
and a number of commanders out- 
side ^the Council have affirmed 
their *full support to Commander 
Masood and his recent victories in 
north of Kabul. 

A declaration issued in Peshawar 
states that a delegation consisting 
of representatives of the Comman- 
ders Council and some other Mu- 
jahideen commanders talked to 
Commander Ahmad Shah Masood 
on wireless phone about the recent 
developments - in Kabul City and 
north of the country. Masood's ex- 
planations were convincing and the 
commanders were assured that the 
situation was under control and that 
an Islamic government could be in- 
stalled in Kabul shortly. 

The declaration further says that 
Masood stressed he had neither 
formed any coalition government 
with Watan Communist Party, nor 
would he do so in the future. He 
also emphasised that he was 
against monopolistic power pattern 
and formation of govemmenl by 
any single party. 

The declaration quotes Masood 
as saying that Jamiat Islami 
Afghanistan with an enormous 
military force and all the weapons 



and equipment of Bagram Airbase 
including its jet fighters can enter 
Kabul City at any moment and 
form a government singularly. The 
JIA prefers, however, that Jihad 
leaders form a joint government 
and the Kabul regime transfer the 
power to that government, it adds. 

The declaration of the Comman- 
ders Council forcefully urges the 
leaders of Mujahideen parties to 
urgently form an Islamic govern- 
ment and assume power in Kabul. 
If the leaders do not succeed to do 
so, however, then the commanders 
would proceed to do so together 
with the ulema and the tribal el- 
ders. 

The declaration requests all the 
active Mujahideen and the people 
of Afghanistan not to allow anyone 
to make evil propaganda about lan- 
guage, ethnicity, regions and sac- 
tarianism in order to create divi- 
sions among the Mujahideen. 
The Council of Commanders 



warns that if a Mujahideen party ""^^r the complete control of the 
wants to overtake Kabul by itself Mujahideen. 
and monopolise power, or it creates 



obstacles towards formation of a 
joint government, the Council 
would not remain indifferent. It 
would take decisive military^^c^^'^P'^ 



Tributes paid to 
Afghan leader 

A meeting was held in Chara- 
kani, Peshawar on Sunday in con- 
nection with the martvrdom of 
Prof. Mohammad Jan Ahmadzai, 
a prominent member of Jamiat 
Islami Afghanistarr. Thousands of 
Afghan mujahideen, refugees, 
and Pakistani brothers attended 
the ' meeting. Prominent among 
those present were Prof. Burha- 
nuddin Rabbani, Mawlawi 
Mohammad Nabi Mohammadi, 
Eng. Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, Prof. 
Abdur Rab Rasool Sayyaf, Maw- 
lawi Yunos Khalis, Qazi Moham- 
mad Amin Waqad, Hujatul Islam 
Mehdwi, Hujatul Islam Jibraili, 
Hujatul Islam Jawaid, Hujatul 
Islam Taqadosi, Mawlana Chi- 
trali, Hashim Mujaddidi, some 
officials of Iranian consulate, and 
some tribal leaders, reports 
MIDIA. 

The speakers included Prof. 
Rabbani, Eng. Hekmatyar, Maw- 
lawi Khalis, Prof. Sayyaf and Dr 
Mohammad Musa Tawana. The 
speakers paid rich tribute to Prof. 
Ahmadzai and described him as a 
sincere and hard working member 
of the Islami movement in Afgha- 
nistan. They considered his mar- 
tyrdom as part of a plot by the ene- 
mies to damage the Islamic move- 
ment. They called Professor's mar- 
tyrdom an irreparable loss, but 
were confident that despite such 
attempts, the Islamic movement 
will grow stronger than ever. 



tions to prevent such moves. 

The declaration is signed among 
many others, by: I . General Abdur 
Rahim Wardak, Deputy of Military 
Committee of Nifa, 2. Commander 
Mohammad Anwar, Commander 
of JIA in Soroobi, 3. Eng. Mo- 
hammad Afzal Ahmadzai, Head of 
Tawheed Front, IIA (Prof Sayyaf), 
4. Commander Sayed Husain An- 
wari, head of provincial Council of 
Kabul, Harakat Islami (Shaikh 
Mohseni), 5. Commander Musa 
Khan, Commander of Harakat In- 
qlab Islami in Maidan, 6. Malik 
Sulaiman, representative of Sayed 
Ganral (Jaglan), General Comman- 
der of Hizb Wahdat, 7. Zabit Mo- 
hammad Omar, representative of 
Commander Jalaluddin Haqqani. 

Meanwhile, another report from 
Quetta says quoting Gen Ismail 
Khan's message that the besieged 
Qala-e-Naw City, the capital of 
Badghis, surrendered without 
fighting to commander Mohammad 
Ibrahim and Commander Abdul 
Aziz. 

According to the report, the 
provincial headquarter of Qala-e- 
Naw, and all military units along 
with tanks and ammunitions are 
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Mujahideen 
capture 
major air 
base, town 



KABUL, April 14: Afghan 
Mujahideen captured a 
strategic town and a major 
air base north of the capital, 
Kabul, on Tuesday, Mujahi- 
deen sources and travellers 
from the area said. 

They said the town of 
Charikar and nearby Bagram 
air base fell to radical Mujahi- 
deen, who oppose a United 
Nations peace plan for 
Afghanistan, after large-scale 
defections by government 
troops. 

No confirmation was 
immediately available from the 
Kabul government. It was offered 
to step down in favour of a neutral 
council due to take power later this 
month in a UN-brokered settle- 
ment of the 13-year civil war. 

Charikar, capital of Parwan pro- 
vince, lies 60 km (37 miles) from 
Kabul on the main supply route 
from the former Soviet Union, 
which backed Kabul in the war 
against Western-supported rebels. 

Bagram, southeast of Charikar, 
was the main air base for strides in 
eastern Afghanistan. 

Both Washington and Moscow 
halted all arms supplies to the war- 
ring sides on Jan 1 to help the UN 
plan, which envisages an interim 
government, a ceasefire and elec- 
tions. 

Travellers arriving in Kabul said 
Charikar was overrun on Tuesday 



morning by a coalition of fighters 
from the Hezb-i-Islami party of 
hardline leader Gulbadin Hek- 
matyar and those of guerilla com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masoud. 

The Hezb-run Afghan News 
Agency in Pakistan said the main 
part of Charikar and Bagram base 
were under Hezb control while 
Charikar's northeren suburbs and 
adjoining areas were controlled by 
Masoud's Jamiat-i-Islami. 

The agency said the Mujahideen 
seized scores of military planes at 
Bagram. 

Diplomats in Kabul said there 
were no reports of any fighting in 
the area — a possible indication of 
major defections from the Govern- 
ment side. 

The agency said troops at a major 
government military base at Sanjet 
Dara had joined the Mujahideen on 
Monday night. 

"A huge quantity of arms and 
ammunition has also been seized 
by the Mujahideen as in most parts 
of the province the regime forces 
surrendered to Mujahideen along 
with their arsenals," it said. 

UN Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali announced plans on Friday 
for a neutral council to take charge 
in Afghanistan as a first step 
towards ending the civil war. 

But hardline Pakistan-based 
Mujahideen groups oppose the UN 
plan which they say is a conspiracy 
to keep them from taking power. 

Najibullah met his military lead- 



ers in Kabul on Monday and asked 
them to cooperate with the planned 
new ruling council, which must run 
the country until an assembly of 
prominent Afghans meets to create 
a full interim government. 

An Afghan Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said later on Tuesday 
he had no information on the situa- 
tion in the Charikar area. 

The fall of Charikar and Bagram 
will mean that Mujahideen control 
the territory from the border with 
the former Soviet Union down to 
within 60 km (35 miles) of Kabul. 

Dissident Government militia 
groups and guerillas took control of 
the major northern town of Mazar- 
i-Sharif last month after Najibullah 
offered to step down. 

Reports from travellers on Tues- 
day indicated the two main Mujahi- 
deen groups in the area had now 
joined forces. 

Key government officials in 
Kabul had feared Najibullah*s 
offer to step down would 
demoralise Government troops. 

There was no clear indication of 
the Mujahideen's aims in their 
latest offensive, but diplomatic 
sources said the capture of 
Charikar would increase their bar- 
gaining power in the peace process. 

The sources added that an attack 
on Kabul appeared unlikely, but 
could not be ruled out. 

CONFIRMATION: Top Afghan 
military sources confirmed that 
joint forces under the command of 
an independent northern coalition 
and commander Ahmad Shah 
Masoud had entered Charikar and 
a military base north of Kabul, adds 
AFP. 

They said the guerillas were also 
surrounding the government-con- 
trolled air base of Baghram, some 
40 kilometres (25 miles) north of 
Kabul. 

The top-level military sources 
said Charikar and the adjacent 
Jabalus Saraj were peaceful on 
Tuesday, and added that there had 
been no fighting between Govern- 
ment troops and the coalition 
which had come down the Salang 
Pass on Monday. 

Both Charikar, capital of Parvan 
province, and Jabalus Saraj are 
some 50 kilometres (30 miles) 
north of Kabul— Reuter 
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Mujahideen 
yet to take 
any decision 

From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR — Leaders ot 10 
Peshawar-based resistance groups 
have tailed to reach consensus on 
the future ol Afghanistan during 
live-hour long talks which were held 
in the AIG oltice. 

According to reliable sources the 
meeting was attended by leaders and 
representatives of all the resistance 
groups excluding Hizbe Islami of 
Engineer Gulbadin Hekmatyar. 
Those who attended the meeting in- 
cluded Prof Sibghatullah Mujaddedi 
and his son Dr Najib Ullah of Af- 
ghan National Liberation Front, 
Prof Burhanuddin Rabbani of 
Jamiat-i-lslami, Pir Syed Ahmad 
Gillani of National islamic Front, 
Maulvi Nasar Ullah Mansoor of his 
faction Harkat-i-lslami, Qazi 
Mohammad Amin Waqad of II- 
tehad-i-Daya, Mohammad Shah 
Fazali of Mohammadi faction of 
Harkat-i-Islami, Mohammad Yas- 
ser of Ittehad-i-Islami led by Prof 
Rasool Sayyaf. Karim Khalili of 
Hizbe Wahadat. Agha Javed of 
Shura letalaf, Maulvi Najamuddin 
of Hizbe Islami Khalis. 

It was learnt that the meeting was 
convened with a view to form a 
council of the Mujahideen parties, 
following proposal of Ahmad Shah 
Masood to resistance leaders. The 
said council would replace the Kabul 
administration. But all expectations 
came to an end when the leading 
resistance leaders dispersed without 
any consensus. 

A participant of the meeting told 
The Nntion on telephone that they 
failed to reach on a compromise re- 
garding a joint strategy amongst the 
Mujahideen parlies following the 
prevailing situation in Kabul. He 
added that the leading resistance 
leaders would assemble again in the 
interim government headquarter on 
Tuesday morning. 

Answering to a question, the said 
Afghan leader said that the meeting 
discussed a number of proposals 
about formation of Mujahideen's 
government in Kabul but did not 
reach any decision. 

The MIDIA office when con- 
tacted after conclusion of the meet- 
ing said that the nEiccting would take 
place again in the AIG Headquarter 
on Tuesday and the scheduled Press 
conference was delayed till the after- 
noon of the same dav. 
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eace plan is to 





KABl L (AFP) - Military com- 
ni:inder-> and Muiahidocn fiave ap- 
parcntiy prceinpied a United Na- 
tions peace plan t\)r Afghanistan, 
h>rszini: an ethnic alliance and lav- 
iiii: Uovui Axms in the 

Fiorih o\ the devastated country. 

The I N plan, due to take etfect 
April JS. aims to install a neutral 
gt)veninieni in place of that of So- 
viet-installed President Najibullah, 
who is still holding fast in Kabul. 

Mujahedeen and government 
commanders with whom they 
shared ethnic links formed a coali- 
tion last month in the strategic 
north, taking control of the region 
and accusing Najibullah of trying 
to prolong the 13-year-old war. 



Sit OAPi? j3i 



l.eaders of what they call the 
Nvitional Islamic Movement" 
comprising ethnic Pashtuns, Tajiks, 
Uzbeks. Turkmen and Ismaili 
tribesmen - say they now coniiol 
n1o^l of I 1 provinces, from the 
bordeis of the old Soviet L nion to 
the borders of Kabul province. 

How the guns were silenced will 
likely remain a bit of a mystery. 

But the man who instigated it 
three months ago. Brigadier Gen- 
eral Abdul Momen, commander of 
the strategic frontier city of Heira- 
ton, says no real decision to lay 
down arms in the region was ever 
made. 

Momen, who refused to step 
down when Najibullah tried to re- 



place him w ith a Pashtun. told for- 
eign journviHsis Tuesday that Na- 
jibullah sparked the crisis bv trvinu 
to prolong the war. 

It was not a major decision," he 
said in the northern city of Mazar-i- 
Sharif. ' ii IS just a small group of 
people around Najib who are 
keeping the war going." 

Momen added that he and mem- 
bers of the ruling northern military 
council support and want to expe- 
dite the I'N plan. 

"We are not short-sighted," he 
added when asked whether the 
movement might spread to the rest 
of the country. "We support the UN 
process, it is necessary." 

Momen and fellow commanders 



dismissed talk in Kabul that the 
northern movement was "separatist 
and racist" in nature, implicitly 
charizimz that Najibullah was trvinu 
to stay in power by stirring a racial 
cotiHict. 

Najibullah has argued plausibly 
that he has "too many generals" 
and that the 13-year-old war has 
left not only more than one million 
dead, but too many people depen- 
dent on war for*a living. 

The racial issue is explosive in 
Afghanistan, as UN Secretary Gen- 
eral Boutros Boutros-Ghali's spe- 
cial representative on Afghanistan, 
Benon Sevan, emphasi.sed last 
month. .. 
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Afghan army to surrender 

Afghan resistance reported to be closing in on Kabul 



AP 

KABUL: Radical Muslim guerrillas 
poised on the edge of Kabul threat- 
ened Friday to attack the capital a 
day after president Najibullah was 
stripped of power and went into hid- 
ing. 

Gulbadin Hekmatyar, head of the 
radical Hezbe Islami, threatened to 
attack Kabul unless the army and the 
remnants of Najabullah's govern- 
ment surrendered. Hekmatyar or- 
dered his fighters "to move closer to 
the capital and stay cahn," his 



spokesman, Saeed Quribar, said Fri- 
day 

"We will not take part in any 
coalition (government). The only an- 
swer is for the army to surrender to 
the Miyahedeen," he said, using the 
Afghan name for Islami holy war- 
riors. 

Kabul was quiet as its 1 .5 million 
residents waited to see whether Na- 
jibullah's departure would bring 
peace or new bloodshed. Many 
feared his departure would open the 
way to a factional power struggle. 
Afghans already have endured a 13- 



year civil war that has killed more 
than 2 million people and created 
more than 5 million refugees. 

Meanwhile UN special envoy 
Benon Sevan held urgent meetings 
with Kabul's new rulers on Friday to 
try to prevent a slide into anarchy 
following the ousting of Afghan pres- 
ident N^ibullah. 

Journalists reported that some 
guerrilla bands were within 25 km of 
the capital's northern edge. 

The man tipped to take over as 



'The peace plan too late' Mujahideen, 



J _ Continued from page 1 

Sevan warned that unless the UN 
peace process went ahead quickly, 
Afghanistan risked dismemberment 
along racial lines. 

The northern revolt followed 
Najibullah's attempt to replace 
commanders, most with ethnic 
roots in the north, with pashtuns 
from his own province of Paktiya, 
apparently in advance of the peace 
plan. 

Most of Afghanistan's five mil- 
lion refugees fleeing the fighting 
after the Soviet invasion in 1979 
have been Pashtuns. The Soviets 
pulled out in 1989. The net result is 
that on both sides of the war, most 
people remaining inside 
Afghanistan have been non-Pash- 
tun. 

"The peace plan is too late," said 
one of the highest-ranking mem- 
^bers of Najibullah's Watan 
I — (Homeland) Party, whose non- 
?gPash tun members now outnumber 



Pashtuns, mostly because Pashtuns militia ioint 

resisted the Soviets hardest and , , , 

were driven out by carpet bomb- aaillllllStratlOn 

mg. 

A diplomat at the former Soviet 
Embassy here, bidding farewell be- 
fore his Russian replacement ar- 
rived, said the country's internal 
ethnic mix had changed beyond 
recognition. 



"Most Pashtuns inside the coun- 
try," the diplomat said last week, 
"have no affinity with Pakistan or 
with Kabul." 

"The hard truth, and all realise, is 
that if the refugees come back, the 
elections could bring in Pashtuns 
who want to return to the old ways. 

But it was the non-Pashtuns who 
supported Najibullah, and the non- 
Pashtuns who fought him here on 
his own ground." 

"They will not be content with 
going back to being subservient," 
' ad( 



By Our Monitoring Desk 

Afghan Mujahideen and rebel 
militia have formed a joint administ- 
ration "Jumbash-i-Milli" to run the 
affairs of North Afghanistan, re- 
ports BBC. 

According to a BBC correspon- 
dent, such an alliance could not even 
be imagined during the 13-year civil 
war of Afghanistan. 

This expression of cooperation 
has proved that Afghans have 
adopted a reconciliatory attitude, 
forgetting the bitterness of the past. 
It has also been proved that Afghans 
can unite to make Afghanistan a 
strong country. The same is wanted 
by the UN. 

NATION 
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head of the ruling Watan (homeland) 
Party, Fareed Ahmad Mazdak ap- 
pealed for an understanding with 
guerrilla commanders closing on the 
capital. 

Mazdak told reporters there was 
no obstacle to an imderstanding with 
the guerrillas. 

Foreign Minister Abdul Wakil, 
who denounced Najibullah on Thurs- 
day as a hated dictator, promised the 
government would honour its 
promise to hand over power to a 
transitional council. 

The main task now was to sta- 
bilise the situation in Kabul and 
allow the UN time to get a transi- 
tional council in place in the next 
few days one Western diplomat said 
in Islamabad. 

"I am not pessimistic at all unless 
someone pushes the panic button or 
does something crazy Hke trying to 
'takeKabulJ' ' 

Najibullah's downfail followed a 
series of bad military reverses that 
cuhninated last Tuesday m the loss 
of Bagram air base 50 km from 
Kabul to forces loyal to Masood 
commander of Jamiat-i-Islami. 

Masood's forces are now poised 
close to Kabul's defence belt but 
have orders to halt outside that city, 
Jamiat spokesman Nayibullah Lafraie 
said. 

"We are confident that the citi- 
zens of Kabul army officers and offi- 
cials have good views of Masood we 
hope that the situation will go in 
favour of the Miyahideen without 
bloodshed," the spokesman said. 

Masood controls much of north- 
em Af^anistan through his supervi- 
sory council, of the north but is 
strongly opposed by radical guerrilla 
leader Gulbadin Hekmatyar. 

Hekmatyar's Hezb-i-Islami fight- 
ers are mostly south of Kabul but 
some elements have taken up posi- 
tions opposing Masood. 

"In one area they are trying to 
create some problems. It would be 
very easy to take care of them but , 
we want to a^^id unnecessary blood- 
shed," Lafraie said. 
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New conflicts among mujahid 

groups feared 



By ABDUL SAMI PARACHA 

The emergence of a coup de 
main brought about on ethnic 
grounds in Afghanistan has divi- 
ded the Afghan refugees in NWFP 
into two groups. 

The Pukhtoon origin refugees 
are opposed to the coup leaders 
and new regime in Kabul, while 
the Tajik, Uzbek and other non- 
Pukhtoons of the northern Afgha- 
nistan are justifying it, and appar- 
ent support for the ethnic rule in 
war torn Afghanistan. 

According to a survey conduc- 
ted by The Frontier Post in Kacha 
Garhi and other Afghan refugee 
camps in the outskirts of Pesha- 
war, a large number of refugees 
have dispelled the impressions 
created earlier about early solu- 
tion and feared a new war for 
power among the belligerent Afg- 
han mujahideen groups which has 
dimmed the chances of a broad- 
based mujahideen government in 
Afghanistan and their repatria- 
tion. 

The non-Pukhtoons who are 
divided themselves over the instal- 
lation of a neutural and popular 
Afghan government, with a strong 
group supporting Ahmed Shah 
Masood are very critical of Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar's refusal to 
accept UN sponsored efforts for 
bringing peace in Afghanistan. 

Mohammad Naeem who hails 
from Mazar-i-Sharif and has arri- 
ved recently apprehended that 
bringing Hekmatyar to power 
would monopolise the future set 
up in Afghanistan and endorsed 
the idea of installing Ahmed Shah 
Masood, chief of Jamiat-i-Islami 
as the head of state, who in his opi- 
nion enjoyed support of all Afg- 
hans. 

A very annoyed mujahid (30- 
unmarried) from kabul when 
asked to comment on the fast 
changing scenario in a witty retort 
opted for Zahir Shah if the Afghan 
leaders failed to stop fighting 
among themselves. 
Most of the Pukhtoon Afghan 



refugees who had earlier decided 
to leave Pakistan have now post- 
poned the idea till the formation of 
an Afghan government under the 
presidentship of Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar, the Hezb-i-Islami chief. 
Abdul Khaliq from Chardi Afgha- 
nistan was highly flustered over 
the ongoing fight between differ- 
ent Afghan mujahideen groups 
and their lust for power. He said 
that they have been on the tenter- 
hooks whether to leave, since the 
coup. Mohammad Usman, 30- 
unmarried complained that the 
Afghan leaders never askerd 
about their problems and grievan- 

Group of 250 
Mujahideen 
leaves for Kabul 

From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR — At least 250 
armed Mujahideen of various par- 
ties who are supporting the 51- 
member Commission have left for 
Kabul by road to ensure security of 
their leaders who will join them on 
Monday. 

As per reports, the 250 Mujahi- 
! deen wearing army uniform have 
left Peshawar on Sunday afternoon 
when flight of Prof. Mujaddadi was 
delayed till early Monday morning, 
llie Mujahideen are affiliated with 
various Peshawar-based resistance 
groups. 

Meanwhile, the government pro- 
vided police squad to Prof. Sib- 
ghatullah Mujaddadi, who is named 
President of the interim govern- 
ment. The police squad on Sunday 
was deployed at the residence of 
Prof. Mujaddadi at University Town 
near to the residence of former 
NWFP Chief Minister Aftab Ahmad 
Khan Sherpao. 

Similarly a police van has also 
been provided to Prof. Mujaddadi 
for security purpose during his jour- 
ney in and outside of the City. 
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ces during the 13-year-war which 
has impalpably created feelings of 
hatred against them. 

They replied in negative when 
asked about any hot feelings 
against the people of Pakistan 
during their stay, adding that the 
help and sacrifices by their Paki- 
stani brethern were unforgetable. 

However, they termed the beha- 
viour of Pakistani police as very 
insulting towards them. 

The signs of peevishness and 
uncenainity were very much visi- 
ble on the refugees' faces while 
speaking their minds on the latest 
Afghan situation. 
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Mujahideen 
free Russian 
POW 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Afghan 
mujahideen have freed a former 
Red Army soldier held for five 
years, the Russian foreign ministry 
announced Wednesday. 

The POW, an Uzbek identified 
as Bekmuratov, was handed over 
to a Russian official at Mazar-i- 
Sharif, northern Afghanistan, and 
was later turned over to Uzbek 
authorities and his familv, Interfax 
news agency said. 

More than 300 former Soviet 
soldiers and officers are believed 
to be held, prisoner or are listed as 
missing in action in Afghanistan, 
three years after the end of the 
Soviet militarv intervention there. 
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Abdul Haq yet to 
accept offer of 
joining 6-man council 

From Rahlmullah YUsufzai 

PESHAWAR: Miyahideen comman- 
der Abdul Haq, who has been named I 
by Prof. Sebghatullah Mojadeddi as j 
one of the six members of the secu- 
rity council for Kabul, has yet to for- 
mally accept the offer. 

His brother Nasrullah Baryalay 
said in Peshawar that Abdul Haq was 
in fact trying to mediate between 
Gulbaddin Hikmatyar and Ahmad 
Shah Masood. He said Abdul Haq 
had spoken to the two on wireless 
and was hopeful of effecting a rec- 
onciliation. 

Prof Mojadeddi, as the head of 
the 50-member commission that is 
to fly to Kabul to take over as the in- 
terim government, had on Saturday 
named a six-member security coun- 
cil to maintain peace in Kabul. 
Headed by Commander Masood, al- 
ready named as defence minister in 
the Mujahideen interim government, 
the council includes commanders 

Abdul Haq, Maulvi Siddiqullah, Gen. 
Rahim Wardak, Sher Alam and Dr. 
Najibullah Mojadeddi. The last- 
named is son of Prof Mojadeddi and 
was not reported to be in Kabul. 

Abdul Haq's men have reportedly 
entered Kabul from the eastern side 
and were now deployed in the 
Siasang area. Baryalay said his 
brother's march into the city had 
been peaceful as his men didn't face 
any resistance. He informed that one 
of Haq's men was killed on Sunday 
during mediation talks with Hikmat- 
yar's people in the area. 

Abdul Haq was quoted as saying 
that he would back the interim gov- 
ernment plan if it was acceptable to 
majority of Afghans. Earlier in a 
message he appealed to the combat- 
ants to stop fighting in Kabul and in- 
stead start taMig. He remarked that 
they could flex muscles outside 
Kabul if the urge to fight had over- 
powered them. 
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Benon Sevan 

leaves 
for Geneva 





ouiros 

United Nations Secretary General says assembly soon 
to? fiiBi#ifeHsitionaI government in Afghanistan 



OPft 

GENEVA: United Nations Secretary 
General, Boutros Ghali Friday said a 
non-partisan council is planned to 
take over power in Afghanistan as 
part of an eventual peace settlement 
tiiere. 

The 15 member Gouncil would re- 
main in power tttilftatStSBB^onal gov- 
ernment was formed. Intensive talks 
were in progress on tiie composition 
of the council. All hostilities would 
stop and a general amnesty would be 
declared as soon as the council as- 
sumed power, GtadiiJQWi^MKas^te in 
Geneva. 

Ghali said the planned council 
would exercise full executive power 
over the the country. There should be 
as early as possible a meeting of all 
the different groups in Afghanistan to 
decide on the formation of the in- 
terim government. 

Ghali said his personal represen- 
tative in Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
Benon Sevan, had carried out an in- 
tensive romid of consultations with all 
segments of the Afghan people. These 
indud^jpoUtical leaders, Miyahideen 




commanders, religious leaders, tribal 
elders, and prominent Afghan per- 
sonalities, based in Islamabad, Pe- 
shawar.Tehran, and inside 
Afghanistan, as well as Afghans cur- 
rently residing outside the region. 
The Afghan government had also 
been consulted. 



"I am satisfied that the proposal 
for convening an Afghan gathering 
has received the support of the vast 
majority of the Afghans consulted. All 
^ 0iimmmi& conceriKd have also 
q^gssed their full support," Ghali 
said. 

He went on saying: "On 18 March 
1992, Afghan president Ntyibuilah 
had publicly stated that he would not 
insist on his personal participation in 
the proposed Afghan gathering. 

"Hfr aaso a^lleel At once an un- 
derstanding was reached through the 
United Nations process for the estab- 
hshment of an interim government in 
Kabul, all powers and all executive 
authority would be transferred to the 
interim government as of the first day 
of the transition period. President Na- 
jubullah's statement of 18 Wm^ k! a 
major contribution to the peace pro- 
cess. At the same time, however, it 
has also emphasized the need to ex- 
pedite the process for the establish- 
ment of an intierim government in 
Kabul. 

"Most of the parties concerned 



ISLAMABAD, April 9; The UN 
Secretary-General's special envoy 
on Afghanistaail^ ifr Benon Sevan, 
left for Geneva on Thursday to 
report to the Secretary-General 
about the outcome of his shuttle 
diplomacy for a peaceful settle- 
ment of the Afghan problem. 

A close aid to Mr Benon Sevan 
said the process to end the thirteen- 
year long Afghan war had entered 
into a "decisive stage." 

He said there was "progress in 
talks to form a neutral mechanism" 
by the end of the month. 

He said the interim arrangement 
which may consist of a twelve- 
member council, would act as an 
executive body to run the affairs of 
the government for 45 days. This 
arrangement, he added, would lead 
to the formation of an innwini gov- 
ernment to hold electftjfisl''-' 

Mr Benon Sevan praised the Gov- 
ernment of Pakistan for supporting 
the UNO's plan. 

He has gone to Geneva with a list 
of participants who may join the 
proposed council aa^ j^^l^.the 
proposed assembly. 

According to sources, all efforts 
were being made to install such a 
government in Afghanistan which 
could be acceptable to the Af^an 
people and have due representa- 
tion of ^11 Afghan groups. — APP. 
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«Ni Ghali meets 
Sevan today 

UNITED NATIONS (APP) — 



CoMmWHlMPage . viSecretary-General Boutros Gha- 



Coatinued from f^ge 

had recognised that the transfer of 
power fpom the current government 
in Kabul fcchii^ liiterim government 
had to take plirae in an orderly man- 
ner, if chaos and civil war were to be 
averted. 

"Accordingly an agreement in 
principle has been reached to estab- 
lish, as soon as po,ssible, a pre-tran- 
sition council composed of impartial 
pereonalities to which all ^yvms and 
all executive airthority would be 
trausterred. 

"Aji Afghan gatheriii.^ will be or- 
ganised at the earliest I'or the pro- 
pose of working out die arrange- 
ments for the transiiion period, 
including the e-stabhshment of the in- 
terim government in Kabul. 

The two gatherings originally 
be combined into one. 



envisaged v/i 



Immediately after the formation of 
the interim government, the council 
will transfer all powers and all exec- 
utive authorto to the interim gov- 

"Intensive consultations were 
being carried out regarding the com- 
position of the council and arrange- 
ments from the pre-transition pe- 
riod. "I am confident that the 
membership of the council can soon 
be announced," Ghali declared and 
continued: 

"An understanding had also been 
reached that once the council as- 
sumes power in Kabul, there would 
be cessation of hostilities, a declara- 
tion of general amnesty to all con- 
terned, guarantees of safety and se- 
curity for all Afghans, respect of 
human rights, protection of property 
and opening of all major routes of 
commercial traffic, particularly for 



the shipment of food 3^ oi^!^ es- 
sential commodities. 

"Appropriate international guar- 
antees should be provided in order 
to enable the council to carry out ef- 
fectively its responsibilities. It was 
essential that all governments con- 
cerned provide recognition and sup- 
port to the council as the legitimate 
authority in Afghanistan during the 
transition period until thefCS-^ 



li's first trip to Asia later this 
month will take him to China, 
Cambodia, Thailand and India, a 
UN spokesman said on Friday. 

Spokesman Francois Guiliani 
said the secretary-general will 
spend two days in New Delhi, 
beginning April 22. He gave nc 
details. 

Ghali is to fly to Geneva today 
where he will hold a number of 

meetings, including one with his 
personal representative on Afgha- 
nistan, Benon Sevan, before going 



pre ^ . „ . . - . 

tablishment of the intenm govern-. ^ ;to Beijing to start his Asian trip 
ment, Ghali said. "'AprilW. • ■ ^ 

"I wish to express my sincere ap- Last month, a special envoy of 
preciation to aU governments con- P""^« mmister Nawaz Shanf, 



cemed, as well as the organisation of 
the Islamic conference, for their con- 
tinued support for United Nations ef- 
forts. The prdfeess will ak y encour- 
age the more than five million 
refugees to return to their ancestral 
lands, voluntarily, in honour and dig- 
nity" 



K.A. Aziz Khan, delivered to ti 
secretary-general an invitation K- 
visit Pakistan that he accepted. 

At his first press conference at 
UN headquarters last month, 
Ghali ruled out any United 
NattiaBS role in settling the Kash- 
mir dispute unless requested by 
both India and Pakistan. 
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Afghan imbroglio 
toendtliis month' 

Mujahideen to celebrate next Eid 
in their homeland: Sevan 



From F.P. Special Correspondent 

ISLAMABAD — Benon 
Sevan, the personal representative 
of UN secretary-general, said here 
on Thursday that the long-awaited 
political settlement of the Afgha- 
nistan problem was round the cor- 
ner. 

Addressing a press conference 
shortly after his return from 
Kabul, he said it would in fact 
come about much earlier than was 
expected. 

He said that in the last four years 
of his tenure as UN peace negotia- 
tor he had never seen so bright 
prospects of the settlement as he 
was seeing them now. 

At present he said he was discus- 
sing with his interlocutors the pre- 
transition arrangements in Kabul 
which was a strong indicator that 
the settlement was after all at 
hand. 

Sevan said it had been agreed 
that there should be only one Afg- 
han assembly which would deter- 
mine the transitional mechanism, 
including the composition of the 
broad-based- government. Origi- 
nally the plan was to have two 
assemblies, one in April and the 
other in June but this plan had now 
been abandoned after mutual dis- 
cussions, he said. 

Sevan was confident that the 
pre-transition arrangements 
would be finalised by the end of 
April and pave the way for a pea- 
ceful transfer of power in Kabul. 

He did not give the date or the 
place where the assembly might 
meet but hoped that this woukl be 
clear after about a week. 

The UN peace negotiator did 
not divulge the list of invitees to 
the proposed assembly. However, 
he said it would be attended by 
more than 150 Afghans represen- 
ting all segments of Afghan life. 

He said at present he was not in a 
position to say how many more 
Afghans would be invited to 
attend it. 

Sevan refused to disclose the 
names of Afghan mujahideen 
groups which had agreed to attend 
as also those which had not but 
said those saying yes were in a 
great majority. 

He hastened to add that as the 
organiser of the assembly he had 
invited all the mujahideen groups. 
Asked how he reacted to groups 



like the one led by Gulbadin Hek- 
matyar, he said that if any group or 
individual wished to stay'out of the 
peace process it was their own out- 
look. Such groups and individuals 
would be responsible for keeping 
themselves out of the peace pro- 
cess, which was in its final stage, he 
said adding that the pace in this 
process would be kept up. 

The UN mediator said that 
those who sought the military solu- 
tion to the Afghan problem would 
be isolated and left behind because 
the people of Afghanistan now 
wanted peace and not bloodshed. 

"No individual or group would 
be allowed to hijack the peace pro- 
cess," Sevan told a questioner who 
wanted to know how the UN 
would deal with those opposed to 
the 5-point UN peace plan and 
wanted to continue their jehad. He 
also made it clear that he was 
friendly with all Afghan mujahi- 
deen including Hekmatyar. "I 
have no favourites." 

According to him all the reaso- 
nable conditions needed for a poli- 
tical settlement were being met 
and there was no justification for 
any individual or group to oppose 
the peace plan: or subvert it. 

Answering a question he said 
that the final details of the pre- 
transition arrangements were 
being worked out and would be 
ready before the proposed assem- 
bly went into session at the end of 
April. 

Sevan said he was confident that 
the people of Afghanistan would 
celebrate next Eidul Fitr in peace. 
For Afghans living out of their 
homeland this was their last Eid 
out, he remarked. 

He told a questioner that for the 
last three months there had been 
no supply of weapons to mujahi- 
deen from the known foreign 
countries. But since the border 
between Pakistan and Afghanistan 
was complex, he would not rule 
out the possibility of gun-running 
from other sources. He hoped the 
international community would 
not allow the peace process to be 
sabotaged. 

FRONTIER POST 



UN workers start 
leaving Afghanistan 



F.P. Report 

Scores of United Nations wor- 
kers have started leaving Afghani- 
stan. They, however, have refused 
to tell what prompted them to 
desert the country. 

Talking to The Frontier Post, 
two such workers who declined to 
respond to probing questions 
about their identity, the location of 
their work inside Afghanistan and 
the fresh instructions they received 
from their regional headquarters, 
said "sorry, no details". Their arri- 
val at- Peshawar, reportedly coinci- 
ded with UN special envoy, Benon 
Sevan's announcement at Islama- 
bad that the proposed Afghan 
assembly for nomination of an 
interim government at Kabul, was 
to be in session within two week; 
and that an interim set up in Afg. 
hanistan is to be accomplisi 
"within a month". ' ' 

They also declined responding 
to the question whether they were 
driven by the warning issued by a 
radical Afghan resistance leader 
the other day that "no UN force 
would be allowed to remain in 
Afghanistan". One of the UN wor- 
ker who checked into a local hotel. ^ 
said she was not supposed tc 
answer newsmen's questions.. 
When asked "why did you have to 
leave Afghanistan?", she said, "I 
cannot JieJp you in that".. Hiding, 
the location of her job inside Afg- 



hanistan, she said, "we were doing 
different works at different pla- 
ces". 

It is worth indicating here that a 
UN official, talking to this corre- 
spondent, recently had said, "all 
UN men have been instructed not 
to say anything about anything 
taking place in and about Afghani- 
stan, at the moment. Only the UN 
Secretary General's special envoy, 
Benon Sevan is to speak to media- 
men on these issues". 
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Afghan peace at hand 
says Benon Sevan 

'We must act before we have to make cemeteries 
rather than rebuilding Afghanistan' 



By Anwar Iqbai 

ISLAMABAD: Benon Sevan, UN Secretary General's spe- 
cial envoy for Afghanistan, said Thursday he hoped there 
would be a new transitory government in Kabul next 
month replacing the present Moscow-installed govern- 
ment of ft'esident Nsyibullah. 

"We hope there will be a new govenunent in Kabul 
by the beginning of May This has always been our tar- 
get," said the envoy while addressing a press conference 
in Islamabad Thursday after returning from his visits to 
Tehran and Kabul where he discussed the UN peace plan 
with the Afghan and Iranian leaders. 

After successful peace talks in Afghanistan, Pakistan 
and Iran, Sevan said the United Nations had decided to 
accelerate the peace process. Instead of two planned ses- 
1 sions of the UN proposed assembly of all Afghan fac 



tions, there will be just one now. It will meet in the sec- 
ond half of this month and form an interim government 
to run Afghanistan, he said. 

The UN Secretary General had proposed a formula 
for peace in war-torn Afghanistan wtiich called for an as- 
sembly of all the warring factions to form an interim 
government in Kabul. The interim government is to re- 
place the present regime and hold elections to decide a 
future set up for Afghanistan. The assembly was to have 
two meetings: one for making proposals and the other 
for endorsing those proposals and a transitory govern- 
ment. 

Sevan said the fiist and the only session of the all 
Afghan Assembly will meet this month either in Geneva 
or Vienna. 



M» "1 sions of the UN proposed 2 
ghan peace 



Continued from Page 1 

He said 150-500 Afghans will partic- 
ipate in this assembly Previously he 
only wanted to invite 150 people to 
the first session but now that the 
second session will not be held, he 
has expanded the number of partici- 
pants. 

Sevan said he will invite ail 
Afghan groups, even those opposing 
the peace efforts. It is upto them to 
accept or reject our invitation. 

But after very positive consulta- 
tions with all the governments con- 
cerned and all Afghan factions, we 
have decided to accelerate the peace 
process, said Sevan. 

Diplomatic observers in Islam- 
abad described Sevan's Thursday's 
aimouncement as the most signifi- 
cant achievemient for peace in 
Afghanistan so far. 

The war in Afghanistan began 
with the Soviet invasion of Kabul in 
1979 and although the Red Army left 
Afghanistan in 1989 fighting be- 
tween the Kabul troops and the Mu- 
jahideen rebels has continued un- 
abated. 

"The war has left two million 
dead and two more became disabled. 
If it continues any longer it will de- 
stroy the entire region like an earth- 
quake," said Sevan. 

"But now we are on the right 
track and moving faster (towards 
peace) than anyone expected. So I 
appeal to all Afghans to be a little 
more patient," said the UN envoy be- 
fore leaving for yet another meeting 
with Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. 

Sevan has had several meetings 

itriwith Sharif, Afghan president Na- 
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be more Afghans living as refugees Afghan does not have enough money 



jibullah, leaders in Iran and heads of 
the Mujahideen groups during the 
last two weeks. 

It was after a meeting with him 
on March 18 that Najib announced 
he was willing to step down and 
handover power to the UN spon- 
sored transitory government in 
Kabul provided he was given inter- 
national guarantees that the interim 
government will hold fair and free 
elections as said in the UN pro- 
posal. 

Praising Najib for "resign above 
all personal interest to allow Afghans 
to reach a peaceful settlement". The 
UN diplomat said "no one will be al- 
lowed to hijack or sabotage the 
peace process." 

He said that UN Security Council 
may also be approached to guaran- 
tee the peace process. Asked how 
would the new transitory govern- 
ment take charge from the govern- 
ment in Kabul he said: "President 
NsyibuUah had stated in no uncertain 
terms his readiness to transfer full 
power to the interim government. 
Once an agreement is reached, I see 
no problem in transfer of power" 

The UN diplomat more than once 
used very harsh words against those 
opposing the peace process and 
warned those encouraged by N^ib's 
offer to pursue a military option "not 
to build sand castles." 

Instead he urged them "to rebuild 
Afghanistan and allow the refugees 
to go home." More than six million 
Afghans have taken refuge in the 
neighbouring Iran and Pakistan. 

He warned that if the war was not 
stopped, the number of refugees 
would increase "and there will soon 



than inside the country 

He also warned "all the govern- 
ments and all the Afghan groups 
concerned (with the war) to take all 
the necessary steps to ensure the 
sanctit}' of the territorial integrity of 
Afghanistan. 

Recent press reports have sug- 
gested that ethnic Uzbek and T^yik 
groups living in northern 
Afghanistan were thinking of carving 
a separate homeland out of 
Afghanistan. They have been en- 
couraged by the emergence of inde- 
pendent Uzbek and Tsyik republics in 
neigbouring central Asia after the 
collapse of the Soviet Union. 

"Mghanistan's disintegration will 
be Uke an earthquake in this region 
and an earthquake knows no bor- 
ders," he said. 

The UN diplomat also appealed 
to the international community to 
continue giving humanitarian assis- 
tance for Afghanistan because it was 
needed to rebuild the country and 
deal with "a very serious shortage of 
food." 

He said Afghanistan needed 
100,000 metric tons of wheat imme- 
diately to avoid famine out of which 
3,000 tons were needed for Kabul 
alone. 

He said the United Nations were 
feeding 250,000 people (the most 
needy) in Kabul while 250,000 were 
buying food from the free market 
and 1.1 million were depending on 
food coupons issued by the govern- 
ment. 

"There is no food in Kabul. Be- 
cause of a steep decline in the value 
of the Afghan currency, an average 



to buy food," he said. 

He appealed to the international 
community to act before it was too 
late. "Before people start burying 
their children because of the lack of 
food. We must act before we have to 
make cemeteries rather than re 
building Afghanistan," said Sevan. 

He praised Pakistan for agreeing 
to send 10,000 tons of wheat to 
Kabul despite political differences 
with the regime and asked other na 
tions "to follows Pakistan's exam- 
ple". 

Pakistan has supported the Mu 
jahideen guerrillas in their war 
against the government in Kabul anc 
its decision to allow food supplies to 
Kabul signalled a major shift in Is- 
lamabad's Afghan policy 

Sevan said he was negotiating 
with Islamabad, Kabul and the Mu- 
jahideen for re-opening the land 
route to Kabul from Pakistan for 
sending food supplies. "Airlifting 
food from Pakistan to Kabul will be 
too expensive besides they don't 
have enough fuel in Afghanistan to- 
re-fuel the plane," he said. 

He said he was also in tough with 
the radical Miyahideen leader Hek- 
matyar who is opposing the UN 
peace process and the rebel militia 
leaders who captured the city of 
Mazar-i-Sharif in northern 
Afghanistan last month. 

"No one is against the United Na- 
tions peace plan, there may be some 
misunderstanding. I have had no 
problems with Hekmatyar. He is a 
man who likes to express his opinion 
clearly" said Sevan. 
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evan optimistic of interim 
Kabul set-up by 28th 



F.P. Special Correspondent 

ISLAMABAD — UN mediator 
Benon Sevan told European 
ambassadors on Wednesday that a 
transitional government replacing 
that of Afghan President Najibul- 
lah should be in place by April 28, 
diplomatic sources said. 

Holding full powers, the tempo- 
rary administration would stay in 
place for a maximum of 45 days 
and would be responsible for orga- 
nising a peace conference between 
the various Afghan factions, the 
sources cited Sevan as saying. 

They said Sevan also gave more 
details on speeding up the peace 
process during his meeting here 
wi*h the ambassadors of the 12. 
European Community countries. 

The UN representative in the 
region held the meeting just before 
leaving for Geneva, where he is to 
present a report on his efforts to 
UN Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali. 

According to the diplomatic 
sources, the April 28 target date 
was aimed at pressuring various 
mujahideen groups based in Paki- 
stan to join the peace process. 

Meanwhile, Sevan called on 
Prime Minister Mohammad 
Nawaz Sharif the same day and 
discussed with him the possible 
date for holding Afghan assembly 



in Vienna or Geneva, it was learnt. 

Sevan who had held in-depth 
talks with Iranian leaders and Afg- 
han mujahideen leaders based in 
Iran on Tuesday and rushed back 
to Islamabad to apprise the prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif of the latest 
position. 

Meanwhile, a foreign ministry 
spokesman told a weekly press 
briefing here on Wednesday that 
Banon Sevan was currently enga- 
ged in intensive consultations with 
the cross-section of Afghan repre- 
sentatives for evolving a neutral 
mechanism which will precede the 
estabhshment of an interim 
government in Kabul linder the 5- 
point UN peace plan. 

He said this mechanism was 
being worked out keeping in view 
the difficult situation prevailing in 
Afghanistan and also to prevent 
chaos and disorder so that the 
transfer of power took effect 
smoothly. 

A decision on this mechanism 
would be taken by the proposed 
UN sponsored Afghan assembly to 
be held at the end of the current 
month in Vienna or Geneva, he 
said. 

The spokesman brushed aside as 
baseless a report appeared in a sec- 
tion of the press on Wednesday 
that Kabul regime ruler, Najibul- 



Sevan briefs Nawaz on 
talks with Kabul officials 



By Tariq Butt 

ISLAMABAD: Benon Sevan, special 
envoy of the UN Secretary General 
on Afghanistan, called on Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif on Thursday. 

The UN diplomat, who is shut- 
tling between Islamabad, Kabul, 
Peshawar and Tehran, has just 
returned from the Afghan capital. 
He is giving final touches to the es- 
tablishment of a 12 -member coun- 
cil to take over within about two 
weeks' time from Dr Najibullah, be- 
fore the holding of the Afghan as- 
sembly at the end of the current 
month. 

Sources told 'The News' that Mr 
Sevan briefed the Prime Minister on 
the latest round of talks he held in 
Kabul. 

With his efforts, Pakistan is 
sending 10,000 tonnes of wheat on 



humanitarian grounds to Kabul 
which is facing serious food short- 
age. Already, some plane-loads have 
been airlifted to Kabul. 

The UN envoy also talked about 
early opening up of road link be- 
tween Pakistan and Afghanistan and 
ensuring safe journey for unhin- 
dered transportation of wheat by 
road, sources added. 

A major chunk of the promised 
commodity has to be shifted to 
Kabul by trucfe becausfe its trans- 
portation by planes is expensive. 
Additionally, the C-130 aircraft 
being used for the purpose have a 
limited capacity of load. 

Pakistan has already earned un- 
precedented goodwill from the 
Afghan people in Kabul when the 
first C-130 carrying wheat landed 
there. Reports spoke of processions 
by the jubilant people. 
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lah was seeking asylum in Paki- 
stan. 

Asked if hard-line mujahideen 
leader Gulbadin Hekmatyar had 
submitted any list of personalities 
for the proposed interim govern- 
ment in Kabul, the spokesman said 
according to his information Hek- 
matyar had prepared such a list, 
"but I do not know whether it has 
been actually submitted to Benon 
Sevan". He thought the list should 
at present be in transit frpm Hek- 
matyar to Sevan. 

Answering questions on Paki- 
stan's food aid to Afghanistan for 
overcoming food shortage there, 
the spokesman said that three 
plane-loads had already delivered 
food consignments out of a total 
weight of 10,000 tons committed 
by Pakistan for the purpose. 

According to him the remaining 
aid would be transported 14 land 
route so that the operation was 
completed early said it was not 
advisable to send all this aid by air 
because large quantities could not 
be airlifted. 

Replying to a question whether 
any Pakistan-based political party 
of mujahideen group had lodged a 
protest with Pakistan government 
over the despatch of food consign- 
ments, the spokesman said he was 

Sevan meets 
Najib, Khaliqyar 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — UN 
special envoy Benon Sevan met 
Afghan president Najibullah in 
Kabul on Tuesday after arriving 
there from Teheran, Kabul radio 
said. 

Before meeting the president, 
Sevan held talks with Afghan pre- 
mier Fazle Haq Khalikyar on a 
possible solution to the Afghan 
conflict, the radio said. It added 
that Sevan briefed the president 
about the progress in his efforts for 
a political settlement, saying the 
UN envoy also thanked the Kabul 
government for cooperation. 

The radio said Najibullah welco- 
med the response to UN appeal for 
emergency food aid to Afghani- 
stan. 

It is Sevan's fifth visit to Kabul in 
less than five weeks. He is expec- 
ted meet the UN secretary general 
later this week in Switzderland. 

In Teheran, he had a meeting 
with Iranian foreign minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati, who pledged to 
increase its shipments of food aid 
to Afghanistan. 

Pakistan has committed itself to 
providing 10,000 tonnes of wheat 
to Afghanistan in response to the 
UN appeal. » 

'I^ONTIER FO^T 



not aware of any such protest. 

He told a questioner that no 
mujahideen group had threatened 
that it would not let the consign- 
ments reach Kabul through land 
route. 

The spokesman hastened to add 
that the decision to send food aid 
to Afghanistan was prompted 
purely on humanitarian ground 
and on the call of the United 
Nations and that it was not inten- 
ded to strengthen the hands of the 
outgoing Najibullah regime. 

fRONTISk POST 
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Sevan starts 
mission to Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) - U.N. n^diator 
Benon Sevan, on a mission to* Iran 
aimed at speeding up a settlement 
in Afghanistan, is to meet Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velay- 
ati, press reports said here Tuesday. 

Sevan is seeking agreement from 
different Afghan factions by the 
end of April on a list of people to 
take part in a transitional adminis- 
tration to replace the government 
of President Najibullah, whose 
forces have been battling Mu- 
jahideen for the past 13 years. 

The governments of Iran, where 
Shiite Afghan rebels are based, and 
Pakistan, where Sunni fighters 
have set up camp, have both 
backed U.N. peace efforts. 

Sevan said here on Monday that 
"the scope of the transitional period 
is progressively taking shape" and 
hailed the Iranian position "as the 
most realistic" on the issue of a 
permanent settlement. 

"^yhat is important in any U.N. 
solution for Afghanistan is a tran- 
sitional period that satisfies all sec- 
tors of the population, whatever 
their religion or language," stressed 
Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Alladdin Burmujerdi, who met Se- 
van on Monday. 

NATION 
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Sevan meets Najib after talks Sevan briefs 




ran 



KABUL (AFP) — UN special 
lenvoy on Afghanistan Benon 
ISevan met here Tuesday with 
ISoviet-installed President Najibul- 
jlah as Iran and Pakistan issued a 
Ijoint statement endorsing a speedy 
Ipolitieai solution to the Afghan 
Iwar. 

UN officials said that Sevan, 
Iwho t^e^v unexpectedly to Kabul 
learlier on Tuesday from Teheran, 
met with both Najibullah and his 
[foreign minister, Abdul Wakil. 

They said he discussed the tri- 
I partite talks he had held with 
Iranina foreign minister, Ali 
Akbar Velayati and Pakistani 
Iminister of state for foreign affairs, 
iMohammad Siddique Kanju, but 
|did not disclose further details. 

National television, meanwhile, 
[reported sporadic mujahideen 
jattacks against eastern Jalalabad 
land Kandahar and towns in Paktia 
[province, all close to the Pakistani 
[border. 

It said the heaviest shelling had 
Kcurred in Jalalabad where 20 
rockets hit Tuesday and Monday. 

Casualties in the two-day shel- 
lling of Jalalabad were given as 
[seven dead and several wounded. 

There were no official reports of 
[fighting from the country's nonh, 
/here rebel militia with mujahi- 
ieen forces are holding seven pro- 
Mnces, but allowing food and ali 



but military supplies to reach 
Kabul by road. 

The joint statement issued in 
Teheran on Tuesday said the two 
ministers had said all steps should 
be taken to "avert chaos and civil 
war" in Afghanistan, where peace 
was "vital to the stability and prog- 
ress of the entire region." 

Asian and European diplomats 
here also noted that the statement 
endorsed the UN decision taken 10 
days ago, to pare down a three- 
month discussion period* on the 
formation of an interim neutral 
government from three months to 
one month. 

Sevan had originally been 
scheduled to return directly to Isla- 
mabad after his talks in Teheran 
with Iranian foreign minister, Ali 
Akbar Velayati. 

There was no official explana- 
tion for the change of plan. 

After the Teheran talks, 
Velayati called on all mujahideen 
groups to endorse the UN peace 
plan, which envisages general elec- 
tions within two months of a neu- 
tral government taking over. 

An English-language newspa- 
per on Tuesday ran a front-page 
article that questioned the peace 
process and said the public was "in 
fear of a likely deterioration in the 
situation" because of the UN plan. 

The article in The Kabul Times 

to cut short 



LfN decides 
Afghan peace process 



From Our Correspondent 

ISLAMABAD The 
United Nations has decided to 
shorten the peace process which 
could lead to Afghan President 
Najibullah's ouster much earlier 
than expected, resistance sources 
said Tuesday. 

The revised plan was presented 
by Pakistani authorities to the 
resistance parties at a meeting with 
high officials here Saturday, they 
said. 



Eight of the 10 important 
participating parties have endorsed 
the plan in principle, promising 
cooperation with the United 
Nations in cutting short the 
process. 

The latest formula unfolded after 
the special UN envoy to 
Afghanistan, Benon Sevan, 
shutting between here and Kabul 
last week, asked the Afghan 
resistance parties to mutually select 
1 2 neutral people. 

; Similarly, the Najibullah 
(_govemment would also send a list 



was one of the most outspoken yet 
in airing qualms about the plan, 
which has been endorsed by the 
Najibullah government. 

"Do the United Nations and the 
countries involved enjoy the com- 
petence and authority to disarm ... 
the egoist and extremist forces out 
to interrupt the process?" The 
Times asked. 

"The fear ... in Kabul exists that 
this (Najibullah's) step down may 
lead more to deterioration of the 
situation, as the public feel appre- 
hensive over the presence of those 
forces which are still for sabre-ratt- 
ling," it said. 

UN sources said it was possible 
that Sevan would also discuss the 
critical food shortage in Kabul, 
where the cutoff of Soviet aid has 
caused the prices of staple foods 
such as wheat and cooking oil to 
soar beyond the reach of the aver- 
age person. 

Sources said UN donor count- 
ries have not given a firm commit- 
ment on stock replenishments for 
any Pakistani aid to the Kabul 
government, with some expressing 
fear that some of the wheat would 
be used for thousands of govern- 
ment coupon holders. 

Many coupon holders have not 
received hand-out rations for up to 
six months. 

Earlier, Iranian foreign mini- 
iter, Ali Akbar Velayati called for 
an independent. Islamic govern- 
ment in Afghanistan during talks 
in Teheran between officials from 
Iran, Pakistan and the United 
Nations. 

Velayati supported UN efforts 
to end the war in Afghanistan in 
discussions late Mondav with Paki- 
stani minister of state for foreign 
affairs, Mohammad Siddiqui Khan 



of the same number of people it 
considered neutral. 

UN Secretary General Boutros- 

Ghali, after receiving the two lists, ^^^ju' TnrUN^'TpeTiar envoy 

IS to choose 12 names to whom ge^on Sevan, the Iranian news 

president Najibullah would hand agency IRNA reported, 

over power, the sources said. He said the five-point United 

rp, . r, Nations plan contains positive 

M ^''^'"'^'"S . °^^!; points- IRNA said. ^ 

would be 'mmediate much before ^^^^ f^^^urs an independent, 
the proposed Afghan assembly non-aligned and Islamic govern- 



meets," they said. 

The formula has not shelved the 
idea of the assembly, which would 
elect a broadbased government 
which would take power from the 
1 2 neutral people, they said. 

The sources said the United 
Nations wanted the resistance to 
expedite the process, but no dates 
have been set. 

They said two leaders ~ Yunus 
Khales and Rasool Sayyaf - have 
opposed the plan but all others, 
including radical leader Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar and another important 
faction led by Burhanuddin 
Rabbani, have expressed their 
interest in the plan. 



ment in Kabul, Velayati stressed. 
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Najib on 
Tehran talks 

KABUL, March 31: UN s[Hcial 
envoy on Afghanistan Benon Sevan 
met here on Tuesday with Soviet 
installed President Najibullah as ! 
Iran and Pakistan issued a joint i 
statement endorsing a speedy ; 
political solution to the Afghan i 
war. i 

UN officials said that Sevan, who i 
flew unexpectedly to Kabul earlier ! 
on Tuesday from Tehran, met both | 
Najibullah and his Foreign Minis- \ 
ter Abdul Wakil. j 

They said he discussed the tripar- j 
tite talks he had held with Iranian j 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Vel- i 
ayati and Pakistani Minister of ; 
State for Foreign Affairs Moham- | 
mad Siddiq Khan Kanju, but did ; 
not disclose furthci details. 

National Television, meanwhile, 
reported sporadic Mujahideen 
attacks against eastern Jalalabad 
and Kandahar and towns in Paktia 
province, all close to the Pakistani 
border. 

It said the heaviest shelling had 
occurred in Jalalabad where 20 roc- 
kets hit the city on Tuesday and 
Monday. — AFP 

3 1 APR 1992 

Sevan meets 
Nawaz 

ISLAMABAD (APP) — The 
special UN envoy of Afghanistan, 
Benon Sevan called on Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif here on 
Wednesday. 

They stayed together for some- 
time and discussed matters rela- 
ting to the Afghan issue. 

Minister of state for foreign 
affairs, Siddique Khan Kanju was 
also present during the meeting. 
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announces body to 
replace Najib 



GENEVA (AFP) — UN Secre- 
tary-General Boutros Boutros- 
Ghaii announced here Friday that 
major parties to Afghanistan's 
civil war had agreed to form a 
governing council in place of presi- 
dent NajibuUah's regime. 

"We have reached an agreement 
for the formation of a pre-transi- 
tional council of 15 members in 
Kabul", Boutros-Ghali told a 
press conference also attended by 
his special envoy on Afghanistan, 
Benon Sevan. 

In a statement, the UN chief 
said he was "confident the mem- 
bership of the council can soon be 
announced". The members would 
be "impartial personalities". 

"Intensive consultations" were 
under way both on membership 
and the arrangements for a transi- 
tion period until an interim 
government is estabhshed in the 
Afghan capital, the statement 
said. 

As soon as the council took 
power, fighting in the 13-year-old 
war would cease and a general 
amnesty would be declared, with 
"guarantees of safety and security 
for all Afghans", added the state- 
ment. 

NajibuUah, 45, on Thursday 
said in Kabul that he would step 
down at the end of April as a result 
of peace efforts by Sevan, who has 
shuttled back and forth for a 
month between the Afghan capital 
and mujahideen based in Pakistan. 

Boutros-Ghali's written state- 
ment said this decision was a 
"major contribution to the peace 



process". He called for "maximum 
restraint" by all sides, asking Afg- 
hans to "put aside their differences 
and let the wounds heal". 

At the press conference, Bou- 
tros-Ghali said the Afghan parties 
had agreed to convene "as soon as 
possible" an international confe- 
rence on handling the aftermath of 
the conflict sparked when the 
Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan 
in December 1979. 

He said the conference could 
take place in coming weeks but no 
site had yet been determined. 

Najibullah, said Thursday that 
he would "deliver power" to the 
council as soon as it was formed, 
but declined to say whether he 
could leave the country. 

Diplomatic sources said mode- 
rate opposition factions, both 
Shi'ite and Sunni Muslims and 
based in Pakistan and Iran, had 

given Sevan lists of "neutral perso- 
nalities" they would deem accept- 
able for a transition council. 

However, two factions based in 
Peshawar have completely rejec- 
ted the formula. 

Sources said the Hezb-i-Islami 
of Gulbuddin Hekmatyar could 
decide to take a leading role even 
though it appeared the United 
Nations was placing more empha- 
sis on the importance of the Tajik- 
dominated Jamiat-i-Islami, which 
controls vast areas of Afghanistan, 
especially in the north. 

"The mujahideen must have the 
final word" on the composition of 
the transition council, a Jamiat 
spokesman said. 



Najibullah, who was installed by 
the Soviet Union during a 10-year 
occupation, said he felt the peace 
process, to be effective, must be 
accompanied by international gua- 
rantees that would ensure no acts 
of "vengeance" were carried out 
by former foes. 

Boutros-Ghali also stressed the 
need for international guarantees, 
including recognition of and supp- 
ort for the council as legitimate 
authority during the transition. 

The jump towards peace came 
after Najibullah suffered a sharp 
setback in some 11 northern pro- 
vinces, where a coalition of 
government troops, militia and 
mujahideen Hnked hands to forge 
their own peace. 

The military council, headed by 
former Najibullah ally Brigadier 
General Abdul Rashid Dostam, 
says it is not separatist and favours 
the UN peace plan. 

The UN office here later said the 
council would be formed "as soon 
as possible" and that negotiations 
with the various Afghan factions 
were continuing on the make-up of 
the body. A spokesman said Bou- 
tros-Ghali mispoke himself in say- 
ing the council would take power 
immediately. 

The office said creation of the 
council would be accompanied by 
an immediate cessation of hostili- 
ties and a general amnesty. 

The statement, which confirmed 
Ghali's earlier announcement to 
the press that an agreement had 
been reached, said intensive con- 
sultations were underway into the 



composition of the council. It said 
"an understanding has also been 
reached that once the council assu- 
mes power in Kabul, there will be 
cessation of hostilities, a declara- 
tion of general amnesty for all con- 
cerned, guarantees of safety and 
security for all Afghans, respect of 
human rights, protection of prop- 
erty and opening of all major rou- 
tes for commercial traffick, parti- 
cularly for the shipment of food 
and other essential commodities". 

" Appropriate international gua- 
rantees should be provided in 
order to enable the council to carry 
out effectively its responsibilities. 
It is essential that all governments 
concerned provide recognition 
and support to the <:ouncil as the 
legitimate authority in Afghani- 
stan during the pre-transition 
period until the establishment of 
the interim government". 

SROmiER POST 
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Sevan returns 
to Kabul 

ISLAMABAD (PPI) — The 
UN secretary general's special 
envoy, Benon Sevan has returned 
to Kabul amidst reports that he 
may have made some progress in 
seeking a solution to the Afghan 
issue. 

Benon Sevan left for the Afghan 
capital on Thursday after a day's 
stay in Islamabad during which he 
held talks with Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif and other Pakistani 
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Security Council urges restraint 
on warring Afghan factions 

Calls for political solution of crisis; Watan Party 
vows to hand over power to interim council 



Reuter 

UNITED NATIONS: In an emergency 
session, the Security Council called 
on all feuding parties to support the 
efforts of the UN Secretary General 
and Sevan towards a political solu- 
tion "to which there is no viable al- 
ternative.** 

The Council, in a statement after 
a closed-door meeting, urged all par- 
ties to assure the safety, freedom of 
movement and safe departure of all, 
especially UN personnel and foreign 
diplomats. 

The statement, read by the Coun- 
cil's current president, Simbarashe 
Mimibengegwi of Zimbabwe, also ad- 
vocated the end of violence and the 



"safeguarding of the unity and terri- 
torial integrity of Afghanistan." 
Diplomats said Russia, among oth- 
ers, feared that some guerrilla com- 
manders who control areas of 
Afghanistan, may advocate splitting 
up the country and establishing links 
with some central Asian republics in 
the former Soviet Union. 

Najibullah's ouster came as 
rebels fighting over the last 13 years 
to overthrow his government closed 
in on Kabul. 

Ousted Afghan President is be- 
lieved to have been given sanctuary 
in UN offices in Kabul, diplomatic 
sources said on Thursday 

UN officials would not reveal Na- 
jibullah's whereabouts but a senior 



UN source said the world body's spe- 
cial envoy in Kabul, Benon Sevan, 
was in constant touch with Najibul- 
lah, who was in hiding in 
Afghanistan. 

Western diplomats said their lat- 
est information was that Nsyibullah 
attempted to get out of Kabul but 
was turned back airport and 
then sought refuge with Sevan, who 
arrived in the city on Thursday, to 
salvage a UN peace plan. 
Afghanistan's UN ambassador Wa- 
heedullah told reporters, "he has fled 
and we don't know his whereabouts 
so far," adding that investigations are 
continuing. 



Government colleagues on Thursday 
ousted N^ibullah, a Soviet protege 
who once headed the country's 
feared secret police, KHAD. The 44- 
year-old president's ouster left 
Afghanistan without a leader and 
cast doubt on the future of the UN 
peace plan. 

The plan envisages setting up a 
transitional council prior to an in- 
terim government, a ceasefire and 
elections. N2uibuilah's Watan (home- 
land) Party vowed to keep its dis- 
graced leader's promise to hand 
over power to the proposed 15- 
member neutral council, according 
^.0 reports from Kabul. 



UN Council calls on Afghan 
forces to exercise restraint 



NEW YORK (AFP) — The UN 
Security Council Thursday called 
on Afghan forces to exercise 
restraint and guarantee "the safety 
of ail, especially United Nations 
personnel" following the fall of 
President Najibullah. 

In a statement read by council 
president Simbarashe Mumben- 
gegwi of Zimbabwe, the council 
also endorsed UN Secretary- 
General, Boutros Boutros-Ghali's 
appeal for the Afghan parties to 
commit themselves to a UN-spon- 
sored political settlement for their 
war-torn nation. 

The statement was issued after a 
council meeting convened to 
examine the situation in Afghani- 
stan after Najibullah was stripped 
of all power and prevented from 
leaving the country as mujahideen 
closed in on Kabul. 

After the meeting, British 
Ambassador Sir David Hannay 
stressed the need for "some form 
of pre-transitional government or 
authority which will lead the way 
to a full national reconciliation." 

"The withdrawal of President 
Najibullah is basically a positive 
element towards that, but the fact 
that it has happened in an accelera- 
ted and chaotic way means that 
there are certain risks," Hannay 
added. 

A UN peace plan for Afghani- 
stan calls for installing a broad- 
based national unity government 

FRONTIER 



before general elections are held. 

UN and Afghan government 
sources said in Kabul negotiations 
were continuing and Najibullah, 
who was stopped at the airport as 
he tried to leave the country late 
Wednesday, was still in Kabul. 

Mujahideen belonging to hard- 
line leader Gulbuddin Hekmaty- 
ar's Pakhtoon-dominated faction 
were reportedly advancing on 
Kabul from the south, as Tajik fol- 
lowers of his arch-rival, Ahmed 
Shah Masood, were said to be 
within 25 kilometres (18 miles) of 
Kabul to the north. - 

The greatest fear expressed in 
Kabul by diplomats and residents 
alike is that the two rival mujahi- 
deen forces could clash in a battie 
for the city of some 1.5 milHon 
people. 

Afghan foreign minister, Abdul 
Wakil, until a few days ago consi- 
dered one of Najibullah's closest 
allies, called an impromptu press 
conference Thursday night to 
denounce Najibullah as a dictator. 

Hours later, Kabul shook with 
heavy artillery and rocket fire 
directed by government troops 
towards the southern approaches 
of the city where mujahideen -for- 
ces headed by Hekmatyar were 
reportedly advancing. 

Foreign journalists late Thurs- 
day confirmed that mujahideen 
belonging to Masood's rival fac- 
tion were some 25 kilometres (18 
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miles) north of the city. 

Masood's troops are loosely 
allied with a northern coalition of 
rebel Kabul troops and mujahi- 
deen with links to sympathetic 
government generals here. 

Some 2,000 alliance troops 
under the command of former 
government militia General Abdul 
Rashid Dostam flew here Wednes- 
day with the stated intention of 
defending the city's southern peri- 
meter against Hekmatyar's 
advance. 

Meanwhile, government gene- 
rals sympathetic to the northern 
alliance were reportedly in close 
contact with General Abdul 
Momen, one of the generals of the 
northern coalition who is now in 
Kabul. 

Wakil, they said, appeared to be 
the titular head of a group of eight 
Watan Party members running tiie 
government 

In Moscow, ITAR-T/^v3:>'news 
agency said Russia was trying to 
organise "active consultations" on 
the situation in Afghanistan 
between the parties directly invol- 
ved in the conflict there. 

Meanwhile, APP adds: Tht 
minister of state for foreign affairs, 
Mohammad Siddique Khan 
Kanju, has said that the Tanzee- 
mat leaders and mujahideen com- 
manders had intensive consultat- 
ions among themselves on Friday 
on the situation in Kabul. 



Sevan meets 
Dostam, but not 
Masood 

KABUL (AFP) — Un speaal 
negotiator on Afghanistan Ben^n 
Sevan met in the northern Afghan 
city of Mazar-i-Sharif on Tuesd^l^* 
with members of a northern co^/ 
tion of army, militia and mujahi- 
deen, but failed to meet with niuj^ 
hideen commander Ahmed Shah 
Masood. 

Journalists who witnessed the 
meeting said Sevan spent 20 minu- 
tes alone with the head of thecoali- 
tion, former government militia 
commander general Abdul Rashid 
Dostam, before talking with the 
other members of the council at 
the hastily-arranged meeting in the 
VIP room of ^azar airport, 

"It is time fpi-peace, there is not- 
hing left to fight for, the Jihad 
(holy war) is over", Sevan told the 
group. 

Diplomatic and Afghan sources 
in Kabul said a planned meeting 
with Masood in Charikhar, a town 
north of Kabul, had been aborted 
by "major problems at Kabul air- 
port". 

Before the meeting, Dostam 
told foreign reporters: "If Sevan 
comes (to meet us) there can be 
peace". However, there was no 
indication of what transpired when 
the two men spent 20 minutes clo- 
seted in a private room. 
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Fighting no setback 
to peace plan: Sevan 
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ISLx\MABAD, April 15: No set- 
back has been caused to the UN 
sponsored peace process by the 
latest events in Afghanistan, 
according to Mr Benon Sevan, spe- 
cial envoy of the UN Secretary- 
General. 

Mr Benon Sevan, who was com- 
ing out of the Foreign Office after a 
lengthy meeting with top officials, 
was asked by waiting journalists 
whether he was still hopeful in 
view of the setback caused to the 
peace plan by the latest events in 
Afghanistan. 

"We make events. I am always 
hopeful, not still hopeful. Our 



9 

peace plan has not met any set- 
back," he shot back before getting 
into his car. 

Earlier, when the Foreign Office 
spokesman at the regular weekly 
briefing session was asked if Pakis- 
tan felt that the peace plan had 
been damaged by the latest round 
of fighting in Afghanistan, he said: 
"It would be better for Mr Benon 
Sevan, the special envoy of the UN 
Secretary-General, to give his 
views and opinion whehter he feels 
that any activity or event taking 
place in Afghanistan has damaged 
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GENEVA. April 10: UN Secret- 
ary-General Boutros Ghali 
announced here on Friday that all 
sides in tlie Afghan conflict had 
agreed to set up immediately a gov- 
erning transitional council in 
Kabul. 

"We have reached an agreement 
for the formation of a pre-transi- 
tional council of 15 members in 
Kabul which will take power now," 
he told a Press conference here 
that was also attended by his spe- 
Icial envoy on Afghanistan, Benon 
Sevan. 

He said the Afghan parties had 
I also agreed to convene "'as soon as 
[possible" an international confer- 

Najib not to wait for 
interim govt, 
Mujahideen reject: Page 9 

ence on the 13-year-old Afghan con- 
flict. But no site had yet been deter- 
mined, he added. 

Mr Ghali said the council woulcl 
remain in power until a transitional 
government was formed. Intensive 
talks were in progress on the com- 
position of the council, he said and 
added that all hostilities would 
stop and a general amnesty would 
be declared as soon as the council 
assumed power. 

The UN Secretary-General said 
the council would exercise full 
executive power over the country. 
There should be. as early as possi- 
fble, a meeting of all the different 
roups in Afghanistan to decide on 



the formation of the interim 
government, he added. 

He said his personal representa- 
tive on Afghanistan, Benon Sevan, 
had carried out intensive consulta- 
tions with all segnunrs of the 
Afghan people. 

These included political leaders, 
Mujahideen commanders, religi- 
ous leaders, tribal elders and 
prominent Afghan personalities 
based in Islamabad, Peshawar, 
Tehran, and inside Afghanistan as 
well as Afghans residing outside 
the region. 

The Afghan government had also 
been consulted, he added. 

'T am satisfied that the proposal 
for convening an Afghan gathering 
has received the support of the vast 
majority of the Afghans consulted. 
All the governments concerned 
have also expressed their full sup 
port," Mr Ghali said. 

He went on: "On March 18, 1992, 
Afghan President Najibullah had 
publicly stated that he would not 
insist on his personal participation 
in the proposed Afghan gathering. 

"He also agreed that once an 
understanding was reached 
through the United Nations pro- 
cess for the establishment of an 
interim government in Kabul, all 
powers and all executive authority 
will be transferred to the interim 
government as of the first day of 
the transition period. 

"President Najibullah's state- 
ment is a majoi ':oiitribution to the 
peace process. AI-P/DPA 
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Ghali may install Kabul 
interim govt on 26th 



By Our Staff Reporter 

ISLAMABAD — UN Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali has decided 
to have an interim government in 
Kabul sworn in during his presence 
there on April 26, well-informed 
sources said here Wednesday night. 

The sources also said that accord- 
ing to the Ghali plan Vice President 
of the present Kabul administration 
Gen. Hatif will be the person to take 
oath from the new regime's mem- 
bers representing almost all the 
major Mujahideen factions, but cer- 
tainly not including Hekmatyar's 
Hezb-e-lslami. 

Commander Ahmed Shah 
Masood has been tipped off to be 
the head of the new regime, and this 



IS not beyond many observers* 
guess. Ghali's schedule to arrive in 
Islamabad was already finalised. 

According to the sources Mr 
Ghali during his stay in the federal 
capital will discuss arrangements for 
the peaceful transfer of power to the 
Mujahideen. It is learnt that Mr 
Ghali will proceed to Kabul a day 
before the installation of the interim 
government. 

It is learnt that the government of 
Pakistan was persuading Mujahi- 
deen group's to accept the members 
of the proposed interim Afghan gov- 
ernment. The source further said 
that ten factions of Mujahideen have 
agreed on the new government. 
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Ghali calls for prompt 
aid to Afghanistan to avoid 
political repercussions 



Xinhua 

UNITED NATIONS: UN Secretary- 
General, Boutros Ghali Tuesday 
called for emergency food assistance 
to the Afghans, especially the people 
around the country's capital Kabul 
and neighboring areas. 

In a statement issued through his 
spokeswoman Nadir Younes, the 
Secretary-General said that while se- 
vere food shortages are affecting the 
entire country, the situation in Kabul 
and its surrounding areas is particu- 
larly precarious. He noted that there 
is an immediate need for food assis- 
tance of 30,000 metric tons to feed 
one million people in the areas. 

"There is a great danger that food 
supply will further deteriorate caus- 



ing widespread human suffering and 
malnutrition," Boutros Ghali warned. 
This could result in increased dis- 
placed persons as well as new flow 
of refugees, adding to the millions 
who have akeady taken refuge in the 
neighboring countries." He pointed 
to "a need to act quickly" to avoid 
further tragic humanitarian situation 
and its political repercussions at a 
time when Afghanistan is moving to- 
ward a political settlement with the 
help of the United Nations. 

The UN chief asked the interna- 
tional community to provide food 
assistance and funds for transport as 
a matter of urgency and called upon 
all parties concerned to fully 



UN staff returning 
to Mazar-i-Sharif 



KABUL (AFP) — UN staff are 
returning to the northern Afghan 
city of Mazar-i-Sharif, taken over 
by a mujahideen and government 
forces' coalition last month, and 
the Red Cross is likely to follow, 
spokesmen from the two bodies 
said Sunday. 

"Eight of our international staff 
are back there now and five or six 
are scheduled to fly in", Kabul's 
UN chief David Lock wood said, 
adding that he hoped the UN's 
Mazar-i-Sharif operation would be 
up to full strength of some 20 expa- 
triate and 80 Afghan staffers by 
next week. 

A spokesman for the Internatio- 
nal Society of the Red Cross here 
said they had made a trip to the 
city, which was taken over by the 
coalition on March 18, and' had 
held a "positive meeting" with the 
new military council in charge 
there. 

"We are considering reopening, 
hopefully next week", the spokes- 
man said. The Red Cross closed its 
facilities in the city when it pulled 
out citing security reason in Julv 
last year. 

The UN withdrew its internatio- 
nal staff immediately after the coa- 
lition takeover. But those, who 
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stayed were assured by the military 
council that their activities would 
be welcomed and aided in any way 
possible, and two foreign journa- 
lists in the city early last week saw 
truckloads of'UN food being ship- 
ped unimpeded from warehouses 
there to Kabul. 

Lockwood said the council had 
also given assurances cf full coope- 
ration for rural outreach program- 
mes, adding it was crucial for the 
staffers to return now at the start of 
the spring seed season. 

The decision by the two bodies 
marks the first official recognition 
that the situation in Mazar-i-Sharif 
is apparently normal and of no 
danger to foreign organisations. 

The military council made a sta- 
tement last Monday to journalists 
that they supported' the UN peace 
plan for Afghanistan and that they 
were in no way a separatist organi- 
sation. 

Council chief. General Abdul 
Rashid Dostam, said the council 
wanted the removal of Afghan 
president Najibullah, who had 
promised to step down to make 
room for a neutral interim govern- 
ment by the end of the month. 

"But we have no quarrels with 
Kabul", Dostam added. . ■ ■ -, r'^^^^m^ j« 



cooperate in ensuring safe trans- 
portation of food. 

He expressed the confidence that 
a well-coordinated relief operation 
will help alleviate the suffering in 
Afghanistan, which has suffered 13 
years of civil war. 

iMeanwhile, UN envoy for 
Afghanistan, Benon Sevan left Is- 
lamabad Tuesday for Iran as part of 
efforts to bring peace in 
Afghanistan, UN sources said. 

He will hold meetings with Iran- 
based Afghan Mujahideen to discuss 
change of government in 
Afghanistan. 

Benon Sevan is expected to 
meet Secretary General, Boutros 
Ghali this week in Switzerland. — 
Xinhua 

Ghali 
intends to 
visit Kabul 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — UN 
secretary-general Boutros Bou- 
tros-Ghali said on Tuesday the 
world body was doing its best to 
promote a peaceful settlement in 
Afghanistan, facing the spectre of 
a new civil war. 

Boutros-Ghali said the United 
Nations had three broad objecti- 
ves in the war-torn nation — to 
maintain Afghanistan's political 
independence, defend its territo- 
rial integrity and promote national 
reconciliation. 

The United Nations was "doing 
its best" to promote the objectives, 
said the secretary-general, who 
arrived here from Bangkok on 
Tuesday night on a three-day visit 
to India. 

The Press Trust of India said 
Boutros-Ghali had been planning 
to visit Kabul to put in place a UN- 
brokered peace plan envisaging a 
transitional government, until 
Najibullah's fall dramatically 
altered the Afghan political equa- 
tions. 

Boutros-Ghali is to go to the 
Pakistan capital of Islamabad at 
the end of his Indian visit for talks 
on the Afghan situation. 



UN peace plan 
fully on track: 
Sevan 

ISLAMABAD (APP) — United 
Nations Secretary General's Special 
envoy on Afghanistan Benon Sevan 
said here on Wednesday that UN 
peace plan was fully on track and 
the recent happenings in Afghanis- 
tan would have no effect on it. 

There is no setback to our efforts, 
he responded in reference to the re- 
ported fall of major strategic towns 
of Afghanistan in Mujahideen 
hands. 

During his brief talk with news- 
men at Foreign Office, he said they 
were still hopeful for the success of 
their efforts. "We do make events," 
he added. 

When he was stepping into the car 
a correspondent asked him is he 
going back to Kabul. 'I am coming 
back here," he replied while point- 
ing to Foreign Office. 

NATION 

Ghali due 
on Friday 

F.P. Special Correspondent 

ISLAMABAD — United 
Nations secretary-general will pay 
a visit to Pakistan on April 24 and 
25, his first to Pakistan since he 
was elected as chief executive of 
the world body about four months 
ago. 

A foreign ministry spokesman 
told The Frontier Post on Monday 
evening, "the focus of his visit to 
Pakistan would be the Afghanistan 
problem". 

However, informed sources said 
that the UN secretary-general was 
also expected to meet President 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan and Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif besides 
Peshawar-based Afghan mujahi- 
deen leaders. 

These sources noted that the 
visit was significant because it 
would give him a chance to have 
first hand knowledge of the Afg- 
han peace process in which his per- 
sonal representative, the Cypriot- 
born Benon Sevan was playing the 
role of an intermediary. 

The sources also noted that ori- 
ginally Pakistan was not included 
in the itinerary of his Asian tour 
when he started it after a visit to 
Geneva earlier this month* It was a 
very recent development that he 
decided to visit Pakistan also as 
part of his sv^ing across Asia. 
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KABUL, April 21: United 
Nations special envoy Benon Sevan 
said a Mujahideen government in 
Afghanistan was a possibility and 
he would leave Kabul on Tuesday 
for peace talks outside the capital. 

"The whole future of the people 
and the country is at stake," Seven 
told reporters on Monday in his 
first public comments since he flew 
secretly to Kabul last Thursday 
after the attempted flight of 
deposed President Najibullah. 

"If Afghans want to have a 
Mujahideen government this is 
their choice ... there seems to be 
wide support for this idea," he said. 

As Sevan spoke, Najibullah was 
thought to be preparing to leave 
after the Afghan government 
agreed to allow him to go. 

India made preparations to 
receive him, and he was expected 
to fly to New Delhi. 

Sevan said: "I understand he's in 
Kabul. Please respect the sensitiv- 
ity of this issue. It is a dangerous 
issue." 

Najibullah was overthrown by 
his own government last Thursday 
and has been sheltering in UN 
offices since his attempt to flee the 
country was thwarted at Kabul air- 
port. 

Since he was deposed, the 
remnants of the Kabul regime have 
lost exclusive control of all major 
cities except the capital. 

In the eastern city of Jalalabad, 
Mujahideen have gone in to 
negotiate forming a joint council 
with local government comman- 
ders. 

Sevan's efforts had focused on 
setting up a 15-man neutral interim 
council to rule Afghanistan until 
elections. But diplomats said this 
formula had been derailed by the 
recent Mujahideen successes. 

These victories, mostly peaceful 
as government troops defected or 
local commanders struck their own 
deals, culminated in a powerful 
new alliance of opposition forces 
led by Ahmad Shah Masood, whose 
men are poised north of Kabul. 

Sevan said he would leave Kabul 
for peace talks, perhaps with 

Masood, whom he has never met. 

Masood, widely popular in Kabul 
and renowned for his prowess in 
battle during a decade of occupa- 
tion by Soviet troops, told reporters 
last week he wanted an interim 
Mujahideen government in Kabul 
that could hold elections in six to 12 
months to choose an Islamic gov- 
ernment. 

He has agreed in talks with 
Foreign Minister Abdul Wakil not 
to attack the capital while peace 
talks continue. 
Kabul's two million people, liv- 



ing through sporadic rocket attacks 
and constant food shortages, most 
fear that rival Mujahideen groups 
will battle it out through the city's 
streets. 

Sevan said the composition of the 
next interim administration, 
whether a neutral council or a 
Mujahideen government, was now 
the most important question. 

Sources in the ruling Watan 
Party said the embattled govern- 
ment was ready to hand over to the 
Mujahideen so long as the next rul- 
ers of Kabul were not dominated by 
the hardline forces of Hezb-i-Islami 
led by Gulbadin Hekmatyar from 
his headquarters in neighbouring 
Pakistan. 

With his forces massing south of 
Kabul, Hekmatyar on Monday gave 
the government a deadline of next 
Sunday to capitulate or face attack. 
But diplomats doubted he had 
enough men to threaten the capi- 
tal. 

Kabul governor Karim Bakar 
said in an interview he was confi- 
dent his forces could repulse Hek- 
matyar. 

Reporters who drove to the south 
of the city said Masood's guerillas 
were ready to back up government 
troops if Hekmatyar's forces 
attacked. 

A Pakistan government spokes- 
man told reporters Islamabad 
believed the Kabul government 
was ready to hand over power to a 
Mujahideen council that would 
have no Kabul representatives. 

Guerilla leaders met in Peshawar 
on the make-up of such a council on 
Monday and planned to meet again 
on Tuesday. 

"If anyone is left out (of the coun- 
cil) I hope it will be their choice," 
Sevan said, in an apparent refer- 
ence to the present Kabul govern- 
ment. 

Since the communist takeover in 
1978 and the subsequent outbreak 
of civil war, almost two million 
people had been killed and two 
million more disabled. An esti- 
mated 10 million mines were scat- 
tered around the country and 300 
out of 1,000 children died before 
the age of five. 

"We need a peaceful transfer of 
power," Sevan said. "Almost all 
hurdles have been removed." — 
Reuter 

AGREEMENT: UN special 
envoy Benon Sevan said agreement 
was close for an interim govern- 
ment to replace the Soviet installed 
government. He urged the Mujahi- 
deen to put aside their "personal 
and political ambitions" and end 
their nearly 14-year old civil war. 

"We are almost there, don't risk 
destroying the chance for peace," 



Sevan said in an appeal to the 
Mujahideen. 

"We do not have months, not 
ever days, perhaps. There are 
enough dead people in Afghanis- 
tan. There is enough destruction," 
he said at a news conference in the 
besieged capital. 

Nervousness in Kabul has stead- 
ily increased as the Mujahideen 
tightened their noose. Some shops 
have stayed closed or have opened 
for only a few hours. The overnight 
curfew has been moved forward. 

Tanks rumbled through the 
streets before dawn on Monday and 
sporadic gunfire crackled in outly- 
ing areas all through the day. 

Sevan and other officials par- 
tially lifted the secrecy about the 
whereabouts and condition of 
Najibullah. 

Diplomats confirmed that 
Najibullah was in hiding in a UN 
compound in Kabul and that Sevan 
had not yet been able to negotiate 
his safe conduct from Afghanistan. 

Najibullah arrived secretly at 
Kabul airport on Wednesday night 
for a flight aboard Sevan's UN air- 
craft to an unknown destination. 
But government-backed Muslim 

militias prevented him from leav- 
ing. 

"He is well. He is active. He 
seems to be all right," said an 
ambassador who saw Najibullah 
several times since then. The 
ambassador spoke on condition he 
and his country were not iden- 
tified. 

Sevan denied that he tried to 
"hijack" the former President from 
Afghanistan and indicated that 
other parties had reneged on an 
agreement to let him go. 

"There was a certain understand- 
ing, and the fact that certain proce- 
dures were not followed on the part 
of others is not the mistake of the 
United Nations," he said. 

He was reluctant to speak about 
Najibullah, saying he felt responsi- 
ble for his safety. "There are 
negotiations going on," he said, 
closing off further questions. 

Sevan said he had never before 
called for an Afghan ceasefire 
because "I knew it wouldn't work," 
but he said major hurdles had been 
overcome on the type of provi- 
sional government to be formed, 
although differences remained on 
its composition. 

"All parties should stay where 
they are at this time. Silence the 
guns," he said. He also appealed for 
a general amnesty and an opening 
of roads so the United Nations 
could distribute 40,000 tonnes of 
wheat that had been donated to 
overcome food shortages. — Reu- 
ter/AP 



Sevan 
satisfied after 
meeting Masood 

KABUL: UN peace negotiator on 
Afghanistan Benon Sevan on 
Wednesday described his meeting 
with Ahmed Shah Masood as 'satis- 
fying' and urged aU other parties to 
match northern Mujahideen com- 
mander's restraint. 

Speaking on his return from 
Charikar, Sevan said he had been 
given "a very warm reception" by 
Masood, who has proposed that a 
Miuahideen council take over control 
of Kabul. 

"I am very satisfied with my visit 
(to Masood) which was not the first," 
he said. "I welcome his commitment 
to restraint in order to give peace a 
chance,and I appeal to all others to 
do the same." 

He appealed to the neighbours to 
do their "utmost" to stop the fighting 
around Kabul. As Sevan spoke, Ma- i 
sood's troops were holding in place 
10 km north of Kabul, and those of 
his arch rival, Gulbadin Hekmatyar 
pushing from the south to within 30 
km of the city 

Asked whether he thought radical 
Hekmatyar would join the peace pro- 
cess, Sevan replied, "I look forward 
to meeting him as soon as possible 
and practicable, because the fate of 
Afghanistan is at stake and there 
should be no precipitous action in 
order to ensure an orderly change 
over of power in Kabul." 

Sevan appealed to all Afghans to 
remember that "the objective of the 
fighting has been achieved... there is 
no excuse for fighting anymore," re- 
ferring to the ouster of former pres- 
ident Nsyibullah last week. 

"All neighbours of Afghanistan 
should do their utmost, and all par- 
ties inside Afghanistan should re- 
main in place, hold their guns and 
talk together because there is 

nothing that cannot be achieved 
through taUdng," he said. 

Sevan met with Masood on 
Wednesday afternoon at the Mu- 
jahideen commander's headquarters 
in Charikar. 

His talks were seen as critical at a 
time when there is deep fear in 
Kabul of a backlash among tribal 
Pashtoons in the capital and partic- 
ularly in the army. —AFP 
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runs out of UN hands 



KABUL (AFP) — Two powertui 
Afghans on opposing sides of the 
war on Saturday made it clear they 
had taken the Afghan peace process 
into their own hands, leaving the 
United Nations to grapple with the 
problem of what to do with former 
president Najibullah. 

In Kabul, Afghan Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdul Wakil said at a Press con- 
ference that he and legendary 
Mujahideen commander Ahmed 
Shah Masood had agreed to work 
together for the cause of peace, and 
the installation of an all-Afghan 
counoil or government. 

In neighbouring Pakistan, the 
political leader of Masood's faction 
Burhanuddin Rabbani urged "alU 
Mujahideen" to not attack Kabul 
and other Afghanistan cities, citing 
the possibility of a politicall accord. 

Rabbani's calll has been made re- 
peatedly since the 1989 withdrawal 
of Soviet troops by Benon Sevan, 
the United Nations special 
negotiator on Afghanistan. 

Sevan currently is in Kabul trying 
to effect the departure of Soviet-in- 
stalled Najibullah, who on March 



IS, was ousted from all his posts on 
Thursday after trying to tlee the 
country. 

Effective power in Kabul, which 
is surrounded by rebels, is now held 
by two loose committees, according 
to sources. 

Najibullah had said earlier this 
month that he would step down from 
power to pave the way for the peace 
process initiated by the United Na- 
tions. All were agreed that his pre- 
sence was the main obstacle to the 
peace process. 

But since the impasse over 
NajibuUah's departure, which 
started with his attempt to leave with 
his brother and a trusted aide, 
Sevan's efforts to stop Kabul from 
falling into chaos have been 
hamstrung over the "presidential di- 
lema." 

Diplomats here say that Sevan 
was caught off guard. He has a writ- 
ten assurance from the central Com- 
mittee that Najibullah presided over 
that the president could bow out, if 
not with honour, at least peacefully. 

Since then the government, or 
what is left of it, has opposed 



Najibullah's departure. As Wakil re- 
peated at a Press conference in the 
foreign ministry on Saturday, "it is 
for the Afghan people to decide" 
what to do with Najibullah. 

But the main tenor of the Press 
conference was that Wakil had ap- 
parenty decided to notify the United 
Nations that intra-Afghan dialogues 
were going ahead on "Afghan 
terms." 

He did this very cautiously, for 
fear of losing the unprecedented ag- 
reement Sevan had worked for years 
to achieve between Moscow, 
Washington. Tehran, Islamabad 
and Riyadh. 

Wakil made no secret at the Press 
conference that he was conferring 
with Sevan, saying he had just came 
from a meeting with him earlier on 
Saturday afternoon. 

He aslo repeated, at least three 
times, that all the agreements that 
he and Masood had reached were 
within the framework of the UN 
peace plan. 

Diplomats from Asia, the Middle 
East' and Europe here said they in- 
terpreted that statement as meaning 



that he and Masood had agreed that 
the delicate balance among Af 
ghanistan's neighbours should not| 
be upset. 

However, there was sour note 
among some of the foreign represen- 
tatives who crowded the old royal 
hall in the foreign ministry, where 
WakiPs Press , conference took 
place. 

"At this time with Kabul sur- 
rounded, Benon is talking about the 
-fate of Najib — the peace process| 
must go ahead, it is more important 
than Najibullah," said one diplomat. 

But a UN source added that "the 
peace process is the main thing that 
Benon is focusing on. Do not let this 
cloud things over." 
The source said events — the two 
^ major cities of Herat and Mazar-i- 
Sharif have gone out of Kabul's 
hands without bloodshed in the past 
month — meant that Sevan-is trying 
to minimize bloodshed and stick to 
the main objective which is peace in 
Afghanistan. 

"Forget about perfect implemen 
tation of the plan," the source said 



Sevan sees wide 
support for muj ahids 

_ A \W He denied reports that the 



KABUL (AFP) — There was 
wide support for the establishment 
of a mujahideen government in 
Kabul, UN special representative 
on Afghanistan Benon Sevan said 
on Monday night. 

Addressing a crowded press 
conference here, Sevan said it was 
also possible that some mujahi- 
deen leaders might fly into Afgha- 
nistan in the coming days to discuss 
the formation of the interim 
government. 

"We are almost there — it is not 
a matter of months, but of days — 
maybe even less", the UN negotia- 
tor said, and launched an impas- 
sioned appeal to all Afghans not to 
undertake any rash action that 
might jeopardise the advent of 
peace after the 14-year-long war 
which has cost "almost two million 
lives". 

Sevan said there remained two 
possibilities for an agreement, that 

of a pre-transition council of neu- 
trals and that of a majority govern- 
ment in Kabul to replace the wave- 
ring Soviet-installed administra- 



But when asked about the ine 
vitability of a mujahideen govern- 
ment in th& rapidly changing sce- 
nario around Kabul, he replied: 
"These seems to be wide support 
for that idea. What they (the Afg- 
han people) have to do now, islo 
sit down and work it out. 

"It is no longer a matter of what 
but how, how to form the govern- 
ment", he said. 

Sevan also revealed that he 
would be flying to destinations 
mside Afghanistan from Kabul on 
Tuesday for talks "as a messen- 
ger". 

The statement raised specula- 
tion that he might fly to the north 
to meet with powerful mujahideen 
commander Ahmed Shah 



Masood, who has met several 
times in the past three days with 
Afghan foreign minister Abdul 
Wakil. 

Diplomats here have said that 
Pakistan has a plane waiting for 
any mujahideen leaders who mav 
wish to fly into the country 



govt 

The diplomats' comments came 
after reports from Islamabad said 
that several mujahideen comman- 
ders had named two representati- 
ves each — one political and one 
military — as candidates for a 
mujahideen government. 

Word was awaited on whether 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar would sub- 
mit names for the council, and 
diplomats said here that in all 
probability representatives from 
Kabul could be included. 

"The (mujahideen) leaders may 
fly into Kabul or to different 
venues", said Sevan, who looked 

exhausted after five fFantic days of 
activities related to the peace pro- 
cess. ^ 



reports that the UN 
had been sidelined by the rapid 
pace of events in the past week, or 
that he had been too preoccupied 
with the problem of the departure 
from Kabul of former president 
Najibullah to devote time to the 
peace process. 

"Which is more important", he 
retorted when several journalists 
kept returning to the subject of 
whether -ol- not hi had managed,, 
after iritense^pldmatic pressure,' 
to secure Najibullah's safe depar- 
ture from the capital. 

"No one is trying to hijack 
anyone", he said, referring to 
government allegations that "cer- 
tain forces tried to help Najibullah 
escape" the country . . . There was a 
certain understanding, and the fact 
was certain procedures were not 
followed by others". 
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Benon Sevan urges 
Afghans to hold their fire and talk 

UN envoy denounces 'cheer leaders' who are egging on Afghans to fight 



By our special correspondent 

ISLAMABAD: Benon Sevan, the UN's 
special envoy for Afghanistan has 
made an impassioned appeal to all 
sides to "hold their fire and start 
talking". He warned that time was 
running out for a peaceful transition 
in Kabul with Mtyahideen groups 
still unable to agree on an interim 
council. 

Addressing a press conference 
hours after he arrived back in Islam- 
abad from Kabul, Sevan urged re- 
straint on the various Afghan fac- 



HEWS IN 



tions, saying that if any military 
move is made on Kabul, this would 
precipitate a disaster that could en- 
gulf the whole region. The UN 
envoy's press conference followed 
meetings with Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif and Foreign Ministry officials 
in the morning. 

Sevan said that Jamiat Islami 
commander Ahmed Shah Masood 
whom he met on Wednesday was 
prepared to hold back from Kabul 
and wait for an agreement to emerge 
on a Miyahideen government, but 
the Peshawar-based parties had so 

TERNATIONAL 



far failed to forge such agreement. 
Instead, certain parties were insist- 
ing on weightage in an interim 
council and showing an unwilling- 
ness to compromise. He caustically 
remarked that in the morning these 
leaders signalled agreement, but by 
the evening it appeared as if such 
agreement had been initialled in in- 
visible ink. He seemed to rule out 
any chance of an accord among 
Afghans by the time UN Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali arrives in 



Continued on Page 



Sevan fails to get ^ 
Najib out of Kabul 

KABUL (Reuter) — United 
Nations special envoy Benon 
Sevan failed on Tuesday to secure 
safe passage out of the country for 
NajibuUah. 

A source close to Sevan said the 
UN envoy flew to the northern 
town of Mazar-i-Sharif where he 
met general Rashid Dostum whose 
forces control Kabul airport. 

Sevan appealed to the comman- 
ders there to negotiate a peaceful 
end to the war. 

Sources said that in meeting 
with Sevan, Dostum and other 
commanders protested against the 
UN for sheltering Najib and 
demanded that he be put on trial. 
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Benon Sevan urges 
Afghans to hold their fire and talk 



Continued from Page 

Pakistan. The UN chief is expected 
in Islamabad on Friday, and accord- 
ing to Sevan, he will be meeting Mu- 
jahideen leaders. 

Without naming anyone, Sevan 
made it clear that the personal am- 
bitions of some leaders now stood 
in the way of a political settlement, 
which everyone else, including all 
the countries involved in the issue, 
seemed to want. He said the naked 
truth was that "some people were 
pursuing their own ambitions" even 
though all the obstacles to a peace- 
ful transfer of power had been re- 
moved. 

He bitterly castigated those 
whom he described as "cheer lead- 
ers from outside" who were provok- 
ing Afghan groups to fight. These 
cheer leaders, he said, are playing 
with the lives of people and all in 
the name of Allah. This was an ob- 
vious reference to the Jamaat-e-Is- 
lami here. 

Asked how much leverage he 
thought Pakistan had with the Mu- 
jahideen leaders, he suggested that 
the point had been reached where 



Islamabad virtually had none. He 
went on to say that there was no 
one around, either governments or 
individuals who had any control 
over the situation. 

"Events have taken over and ev- 
eryone is reacting to them." But this 
was accompanied by a fear of hav- 
ing to confront fait accomph. 

To a question whether events 
had taken on a momentum which 
no one could stop, the UN official 
said that all the groups that he had 
met over the past couple of days in 
Afghanistan — in Mazar-i-Sharif 
and Charikar — agreed on the ba- 
sics. 

There was a serious desire for a 
political settlement, a concern to 
avoid bloodshed and to avoid ethnic 
tensions. 

He said there was the 
widespread realisation that once 
fighting began no one would be 
able to stop it. And this, he warned, 
would be worse than anything seen 
in the past thirteen years. This 
would also trigger a fresh flux of 
refugees into Pakistan. 

Sevan emphasised that the 
Afghans themselves had to resolve 



the issue and he repeatedly urged 
them to put aside their personal and 
party differences to think of their 
country's future. But if fighting 
broke out, and threats and ultima- 
tums carried out, it would be too 
late for any solution or any kind of 
peace proposal. 

Asked if a peace formula minus 
Hezbe Islami leader Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar could work, he said this is 
not for the UN to decide but for the 
Afghans to do so. "No single group 
can evolve a solution", he ex- 
plained, but "there are myriad 
groups who could play spoilers in 
the process." 

He said he hoped to meet Hek- 
matyar, and was prepared to go 
anywhere to do so. 

Giving details of his meeting 
with Ahmed Shah Masood, Benon 
Sevan said he had a commitment 
from the Jamiat commander that he 
would make no move into Kabul in 
order to give everyone an opportu- 
nity for a dialogue. 

But Masood had also said that if 
others decided to go into Kabul by 
force, he would have no option but 
to resist such action. Asked how 



long Masood would be prepared to 
wait for an agreement he said there 
is no doubt that there is impatience, 
but the commander did not tell him 
what he would do if no agreement 
emerged. 

Responding to a question he 
said "everyone's men" are in Kabul 
and across the city but the city be- 
longs to everyone, not to any one 
faction, or region of the country 

He said he was encouraged by 
what he witnessed both at Mazar-i- 
Sharif and Charikar where he met 
commanders from all the political 
parties. He said their deaUngs with 
military leaders representing the 
Kabul authorities showed that 
Afghans could sit down and work 
together. 

He said if the conunanders and 
the political leaders could sit to- 
gether and show flexibility for the 
interim period, there was a good 
chance for a solution to emerge. 
But they should not go to the brink, 
which is where the situation is 
headed at the moment, he added. 

Sevan plans to return to Kabul 
on Monday, after the Secretary 
General's visit. 
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Sevan holds talks with 
50 commanders 



From Our Special 

Correspondent 

KABUL — UN Special Rep- 
resentative Benon Sevan held talks 
on Tuesday with General Abdul 
Rashid Dostam, Commander of the 
powerful Uzbek militia in the north- 
ern city of Mazar-e-Sharif. 

During his visit to Mazar-e-Sharif 
Benon Sevan with 5,0 commanders 
which included General Dostam, 
General Momin. General.Syed Nad- 
eri the Ismaili leader and comman- 
ders from all the Mujahideen parties 
including Hizbe Islami, It was the 
first time that Hizb commanders in 
the field had met with the UN spe- 
cial representative. 

Sevan flew up in a small UN plane 
after meeting Foreign Minister 
Abdul Wakil in the early morning 
in Kabul. The meeting with Dostam 
is the beginning of the UN process 
to start meetings with all important 
Mujahideen Commanders. He will 
also meet Ahmad Shah Masood. 



However, at the top of the agenda 
in the meeting with General Dostam 
was the fate of ex-President Najibul- 
lah. Watan Party officials said there 
was now broad agreement in the 
army and the party that Najib could 
leave the country but at the Uzbek 
militia guarding the airport who are 
under the command of Dostam re- 
fuse to left ANZ plane take off with 
Najibullah. 
The UN has been tied down be 



ask the Mujahideen. 

Although Hatif commands no 
power base either within the army 
or the party, his remarks are a sharp 
indicator of how badly morale has 
collapsed within the regime. It is 
now clear to everyone that a Mujahi- 
deen government rather than a neut- 
ral government is the only way that 
Kabul and other cities can be saved 
from bloodshed and anarchy. 

With sadness in his voice, Hatif 
compared the atrocities committed 
by members of the regime to the 
Nazis in Germany who were put on 
trial at Nuremburg, and all pleaded 
not guilty to their crimes at the time 




cause of the presence of Najibullah ^^tif clearly was trying to distance 

himself from the present regime 



in a UN building in Kabul and it has 
severely impeded the negotiating 
process. 

Meanwhile, Acting President 
Abdul Rahim Hatif said in a talk 
with reporters that he was willing to 
let the Mujahideen form a govern- 
ment in Kabul. "As for as the forma- 



even he is President. In a ironic re- 
mark he said that may be he was not 
legally President because Najibullah 
had not yet legally resigned as Pres- 
ident. 

There is still massive infighting 
going on within the ruling Watan 



ruling council that will he setup 

Sources said there is still deep 
contusion vsithin the Mujahideen 
also with Pashton Commanders un- 
willing to join .Masood's coalition 
and the threat posed by the state- 
ment by Hikmatyar that he would 
invade Kabul by Sunday if the gov- 
ernment did not surrender. How- 
ever, the army appears to be more 
reassured of a role for itself in any 
future set up. All across the country, 
the army is working with the Mujahi- 
deen and patrolling roads and effec- 
tive putting into effect a de facto 
ceasefire. 
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tionofthe government is concerned. Party between factions who see 
the matter belongs completely to the cap'Wlation to the Mujahideen as 
Mujahideen. How soon the govern- '^e only way they can save them- 
ment can be formed, well vou should selves to those hardliners who stiM 

want to negotiate a process by which 
they can retain some positions in the 



mB^m^jfjnosjL Bg^Qjj Sevan: 



From Bruno Franceschei 

NEW YORK: UN Special Envoy 
Benon Sevan with his high spirited 
enthusiasm and gregariousness is 
the antithesis of the average expres- 
sionless diplomat, says one ranking 
UN Official. 

Sevan who has headed up UN 
peacemaking efforts in war-torn 
Afghanistan since 1989 is "outspo- 
ken, full of humor and physical 
courage. Calling a spade a spade" 
the ofScial said. 

The 54 years-old silver haired 
diplomat has handled the Afghan, 
case since April 1988 when 
Afghanistan and Pakistan signed the 
Geneva Accords that were jointly 
guaranteed by the United States and 
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the antithetical UN diplomat 



Contlaued from Page 1 

the former Soviet Union. 

In the past weeks he has made 
repeated trips to the region to re- 
store peace to the Afghan jigsaw 
puzzle which became splintered 
following intervention by the for- 
mer Soviet Union in December 
1979. 

Adept at shuttle diplomacy.He 
has paid countless visits to Kabul 
Islamabad, Tehran and New Delhi 
and has frequently met with leaders 
of all Afghan factions. 

Sevan, a native of Cyprus, has 
been the tireless go between who 
has tried to convince rival parties 
of the wisdom of joining national 



reconciliation and preserving the 
country's unity. 

Holding no leverage in talks ex- 
cept for the respect engendered by 
the United Nations where he has 
worked since February 1865, Sevan 
prefers direct and franks talks to 
the more delicate but ambiguous 
language the diplomats favour. 

He is just the opposite of the 
man who appointed him to Ws post 
former United Nations secretary 
general Javier Perez de Cuellar. who 
had handled Afghan affairs at the 
time of Soviet intervention. 

Perez de Cuellar maintained a 
poker face. Refusing to betray his 
own leanings through either facial 
expressions or mannerisms. But 



Sevan is unabashedly overt in ex- 
pressing his thoughts when dealing 
with rival Afghan factions. 

'Braces of his zeal were evident in 
some of his reports to the United 
Nations headquarters. Where some 
officials pointed to his occasional 
slip-ups in handling such a delicate 
issue against the backdrop of the 
East-West rivarly and the complex 
mosaic of Afghanistan. 

Perez de Cuellar and his main 
advisor Giandomenicco Picco care- 
fully rewrote his reports to tone 
them down. Given that the former 
Soviet Union was both a key 
player in the conflict and a perma- 
nent member of the Security 
Council. 



Fahd appeals for Afghan peace 



NICOSIA, April 21: King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia on Monday appealed 
to Afghan leaders to solve their dif- 
ferences peacefully and place the 
people's interest above any other 
considerations. 

The Saudi Press Agency (SPA) 
said the monarch made the appeal 



m a message 
"commanders 



addressed to the 
of the Afghan 
Mujahideen." 

King Fahd, whose government 
has strongly supported the Mujahi- 
deen in their armed conflict with 
the formerly Soviet-backed govern- 
ment in Kabul, expressed hope the 



commanders would "preserve their 
great achievements and...solve 
marginal differences amicably.'* 

The commanders should "place 
the interests of the Afghan people 
above all other cconsiderations and 
thus preserve the blood of your 
martyrs from going astray," 
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Proposed Afghan council 

Sevan contradicts 
Press speculation 

From Hasan Akhtar " 



Mujahids 
to attack Kabul 



ISLAMABAD, April 12: The 
office of the United Nations per- 
sonal representative on Afghanis- 
tan on Sunday formally con- 
tradicted speculations in the Press 
about the composition of the prop- 
osed Afghan council, and stated 
that Benon Sevan, on his return to 
Islamabad on Tuesday, will resume 
consultations with Afghan leaders 
and government officials in 

j Islamabad, Tehran and Kabul. 

j The announcement by UN Sec- 

I retary-General Boutros. Ghali on 

: Friday about the formation of a 15- 
member council of acceptable 

' Afghan nominees to take over all 
executive and administrative pow- 

; ers from President Najib, in coun- 
cil, led to a spate of speculations in 

; the Press about the names of per- 
sons to be inducted in the proposed 
council. 

Significantly, the speculations 
were initiated by the Afghan news 
services controlled by the Afghan 
Mujahideen groups opposing the 
United Nations 5-point plan for 
resolving the Afghan problem. The 
news services circulated names of 
Afghans who they said had been 
designated by the UN Secretary- 
General for the council. 

The office of the UN Secretary- 
General's personal envoy said on 
Sunday that, on his return from 
i Geneva where he reported to Mr 
Ghali on his talks with the Afghan 
leaders and governments of Pakis- 
tan and Iran, Mr Sevan would 
undertake further consultation 
before finalising the composition 
of the council. 

Diplomatic sources here believe 
that the spate of reports about the 
composition of the council at this 
stage, was possibly part of a disin- 
formation campaign by those 
Afghan parties which remained 
opposed to the United Nations- 
sponsored initiative, to start a 
dialogue among the opposing seg- 
ments of the Afghan society, 
including the Watan (homeland) 
Party of President Najib, keeping 
him personally out of any future 
scheme. 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif had 
recently held several rounds of 
talks with Hizbe Islami's Gulbadin 
Hekmatyar in order to persuade 
him to join the United Nations 

] initiative. Saudi intelligence chief 
Prince Turaki el Faisel was also 

' reported to have met Mr Hek- 



matyar and some other hardline 
Afghan Mujahideen leaders in 
Peshawar recently for the same 
purpose. 

According to some informed 
sources, at one stage the United 
Nations envoy had been assured by 
Mr Hekmatyar of his cooperation 
provided the proposed council 
would not include President 
Najib's nominees. Mr Sevan was, 
however, advised by the UN Secret- 
ary-General not to commit himself 
to exclude Kabul's nominees, 
which reportedly led MR Hek- 
matyar to withdraw his support for 
the UN plan. 

Informed United Nations sources 
say that Mr Sevan is going to start 
consulting this week various 
Afghan parties in Pakistan, Iran 
and Kabul on the lists of likely 
nominees for the proposed council. 
Mr Sevan has already obtained lists 
from about half a dozen important 
Afghan parties of different politi- 
cal shades, indicating their prefer- 
ences for nominations. These lists 
remain secret for so long as the 
United Nations envoy is riot able to 
complete his consultations and 
finalise an agreed list. 

The UN sources say Mr Sevan is 
attempting to come up with a list of 
names on which at least majority of 
the Afghan parties are agreed. It is 
hoped that Mr Sevan will be able to 
complete the composition of the 
council before the end of the month 
so that it may be put in place in 
Kabul before an interim govern- 
ment is formed by Afghan rep- 
resentatives. The interim govern- 
ment is expected to hold office till 
it is able to finalise an interim con- 
stition and arrange elections which 
will pave the way for an eventual 
transfer of power to an elected 
Afghan parliament and govern- 
ment. 

According to tentative schedule, 
the transition council is expected 
to continue as the executive 
authority in Kabul for about two 
months, while the interim govern- 
ment may take up a year and a half 
to two years to arrange elections. 
Repatriation of most of the five and 
a half million Afghan refugees 
from Pakistan, Iran and other parts 
of the world back to Afghanistan 
will be necessary before the elec- 
tions are held. 



P.P. Report 

According to an early report 
Pakistan, Iran and the United 
Nations asked the Afghan mujahi- 
deen to desist from launching an 
attack on Kabul. Teheran Radio, 
monitored here on Thursday said 
that Pakistan, Iran and the United 
Nations also urged the mujahideen 
to avoid all such acts which might 
frustrate the UN peace plan for 
Afghanistan. The mujahideen, it 
said that were warned that an 
attack on Kabul would result in 
many dangerous wars. They were 
also appealed to make the UN plan 
successful. 

Teheran Radio further said that 
the State Department of the US 
had also issued such warning to the 
mujahideen. According to State 
Department, the US believes that 
attack on Kabul would result in a 
bloody war which would be 
without any results. 

The radio said that the chief of 
the Jamiat-i-Islami Prof. Rabbani 
has assured that his party mujahi- 
deen had no plans to attack Kabul. 
He also said that his party would 
not allow anyone to disintegrate 
Afghanistan. The radio quoted 



Hekmatyar as saying that the 
mujahideen of his party would 
have no option but to attack Kabuli 
if power was not transferred to the: 
mujahideen. According to the 
radio Syed Ahmad Gilani has also 
pledged to desist from attacking on 
Kabul. 

All India Radio monitored here 
on Thursday said that Hezb leader 
Hekmatyar was planning to attack 
Kabul within next 24 hours. The 
radio also claimed that Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif has presi- 
ded over a 28-member council of 
the Afghans which would take 
over in Kabul on Saturday. The 
radio made this announcement on 
Thursday morning while the prime 
minister presided over a meeting 
of the Afghan mujahideen leaders 
on Thursday afternoon. 
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UN in nonstop 
talks over Najib 



KABUL (AP) - The United Na- 
tions here was involved Friday in 
intensive negotiations over the fate 
of ousted Afghan President Na- 
jibullah, who was stopped at the 
airport as he tried to leave the 
country Wednesday night. 

UN and Afghan government 
sources here said the negotiations 
were continuing and Najibullah 
was still in Kabul. 

Diplomats said the United Na- 
tions believed Najibullah's depar- 
ture was part of the UN peace plan 

for Afghanistan, where war has 
raged unabated since Moscow 
withdrew its troops more than three 
years ago. 

Afghan Foreign Minister Abdul 
Wakil, until a few days ago consid- 
ered one of Najibullah's closest al- 
lies, called an impromptu Press 
conference Thursday night to' de- 
nounce Najibullah as a dictator. 



Wakil backed a decision to bar 
the President from leaving the 
country but left unclear whether the 
government, now headed by mem- 
bers of Najibullah's Watan Party 
and the apparatus of state, wanted 
to put him on trial. 

The Foreign Minister, however, 
was unequivocal in his support for 
the UN peace plan, saying the gov- 
ernment was ready to step- aside 
'tomorrow or the day after tomor- 
row' should the warring sides agree 
on membership of the pre-trans; 
tional neutral council to take over 
power in Kabul. 

Hours after Wakil spoke, Kabul 
reverberated with the sounds of 
heavy artillery and rocket fire di- 
rected by government troops to- 
wards the southern approaches of 
the city where Mujahideen forces; 
headed by hardline leader Gul 
buddin Hikmatyar were reported! 
advancing. 
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Pre- transition Sevan briefs Kanjo 



council: UN 
ot making list 



on talks with Ghali 

Afghan parties continue deliberations 
over composition of interim council 



F.P. Bureau Report 

ISLAMABAD — The United 
Nations is neither drawing up Hsts 
nor is it making nominations for 
the pre-transition council of Afg- 
hans, Benon Sevan, the UN secre- 
tary-general's personal represen- 
tative said on Sunday. 

In a statement released here on 
Sunday by his office he said: "It is 
entirely up to the Afghans them- 
selves to decide who the members 
of this council should be. The Afg- 
hans did not fight for nearly 14 
years to give that right to non- Afg- 
hans." 

His statement has come in the 
wake of speculations that the 
United Nations officials in consul- 
tations with some other interested 
parties have finalised list of 15 Afg- 
hans to the pre-transition council 
meeting which, some papers said, 
was going to held in Islamabad on 
April 15. 

"My role is simply to act as a 
messenger between the different 
Afghan groups, receiving lists 



from them and comparing these 
with others," said Sevan's state- 
ment who at present is in Geneva. 

He said: "When I return from 
Geneva on Tuesday this week I 
will discuss with the different Afg- 
han groups the lists they themsel- 
ves have provided me and the 
names that appear in them. Only 
after further consultations with all 
these groups will the final Hst of the 
members of the pre-transition 
council be decided . " 

Meanwhile, Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif has directed that no 
minister except the minister of 
state for foreign affairs, Moham- 
mad Siddique Kanju, shall make 
any statement on Afghanistan. He 
made this directive during the 
federal cabinet meeting where 
Kanju dwelt at length on Afghan 
problem as it was in the final stages 
of its political resolution. 

The cabinet fully endorsed the 
government's Afghan policy and 
there was no dissention from any 
minister, a source told The Fron- 
tier Post. 
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Sevan to hold 
more talks with 
Mujahideen 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Mr 
Benon Sevan returned from Geneva 
here on Tuesday and briefed the 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 
about his meeting with the UN Sec- 
retary General. 

Mr Sevan will be having further 
consultations with the Tanzeemat 
leaders during the next couple of 
days regarding the pre-transitional 
council. Currently, the Tanzeemat 
leaders are engaged in intensive con- 
sultations among themsleves about 
the structure and the composition of 
the council. 

Meanwhile, the Minister of State 
reiterated his concern that specula- 
tive reports and comments continue 
in the Press media pre-supposing 
that the council has already been 
nominated. Some reports have even 
fabricated list. 

NATION 
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ISLAMABAD: Benon "Sevan, special 
envoy of the United Nations Gen- 
eral Secretary on Afghanistan, has 
reJturne(L.hmLJtoM)aL-G£nfi3£a on 
Tuesday and briefed Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs Siddique 
Kaiyo on his meeting with the UN 
chief. 

Mr Sevan will be consulting with 
the Afghan Mujahideen leaders dur- 
mg the next couple of days regard- 
ing the pre-transitional council. 

Currently the Afghan leaders are 
engaged in intensive consultations 
over the structure and composition 
of the interim council. 

Meanwhile, ^T Kaiyo reiterated 
his concern that the speculative re- 
ports and comments continue in the 
press media, pre-supposing that the 
council has already been nomi- 



nated. 

Some press reports have even 
fabricated the lists of persons to be 
inducted in the UN-proposed coun- 
cil. 

The fact is that so far an under- 
standing in principle exists that 
power should be transferred to a 
pre-transitional council of non-con- 
troversial Afghan personalities. Al- 
most all the Afghan parties, which 
share this understanding, have pre- 
pared the lists of their respective 
nominees. Some names occur in 
more than one list. 

On the basis of these lists, the 
Afghan parties are discussing to de- 
termine an acceptable composition 
of the pre-transitional council. 

Mr Kanjo expressed the confi- 
dence that these consultations 
would soon yield positive results. 
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Sevan given 

lists of 
Afglians for 
interim setup 

From MANZOOR JAFFERY 

ISLAMABAD — The United 
Nations secretary-general's special 
envoy, Benon Sevan, came more 
nearer to the solution of Afghan 
problem on Saturday when various 
mujahideen parties handed over to 
him lists of neutral Afghans from 
which UN would pick up names for 
the formation of neutral adminis- 
tration in Kabul. 

The neutral administration thus 
set up would take over from Presi- 
dent Najibullah and make arran- 
gements for a transitional govern- 
ment. 

Benon Sevan, it may be recal- 
led y is optimistic that neutral 
administration in Kabul would be 
installed before the end of present 
month. 
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Benon Sevan 
leaves for Geneva 



ISLAMABAD: The UN Secretary- 
General's special envoy on 
Afghanistan Benon Sevan left here 
Thursday for Geneva to apprise the 
Secretary General about the latest 
development of his shuttle diplo- 
macy for the peaceful settlement of 
Afghan problem. 

A close aid to Benon Sevan said 
that the process to end the thirteen- 
year long Afghan war has entered 
into decisive stage. He said there 
was a positive development to form 
a neutral mechanism by the end of 
this month, replacing the govern- 
ment of Nsgibullah in Afghanistan. 
He said, the interim arrangement 
which may consist of about twelve 
member council would act as an ex- 
ecutive body to run the affairs of the 
government for 45 days. 

This arrangement, he added, 
would lead to the formation of m- 
terim government to hold election 
within stipulated period. Sevan has 
appreciated the government of Pak- 
istan's help in implementing UN plan 
for the settlement of the Afghan 
problem. Seven has left for Geneva 
with a list of participants who may 

join the proposed council and attend 
the proposed assembly: 
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'Disaster 
vacuum not filled 



From F.P. Special Correspondent 

ISLAMABAD — Benon 
Sevan, the UN representative on 
Afghanistan, who returned from 
Kabul on Thursday after a hectic 9- 
day tour of Afghanistan, told 
Prime Minister IMawaz Sharif that 
there existed a "dangerous power 
vacuum in Kabul" which needed to 
be urgently filled up. 

Soon after his arrival, the UN 
intermediary dashed to the Prime 
Minister's House where he briefed 
Nawaz Sharif comprehensively on 
the fast developments in Afghani- 
stan which had caused the dange- 
rous power vacuum. 

During the meeting, lasting 
about an hour and a half, Sevan 
said that if any government or 
council was not formed immedia- 
tely by the mujahideen, it could 
lead to disastrous effects. 

A foreign ministry spokesman 
who briefed the press on Thursday 
afternoon on the Sharif-Sevan 
meeting, said that the UN envoy 
emphasised upon the mujahideen 
commanders including Masood 
not to take any step that could trig- 
ger a fratricidal conflict. 

The spokesman told correspon- 
dents at his special press briefing 
on Afghanistan that Sevan gave a 
detailed account of the situation in 
and around Kabul and his mee- 
tings with mujahideen comman- 
ders, especially Ahmad Shah 
Masood. 
Commander Masood, Sevan 



informed premier Sharif, had 
given an assurance that he would 
not initiate any attack on Kabul. 

According to the spokesman, 
the prime minister informed the 
UN mediator about the "strenuous 
efforts" being made by Pakistan to 
bring about a consensus among the 
mujahideen lanzeemat. Nawaz 
Sharif stated that Pakistan would 
use all its resources and influence 
to prevent an armed conflict in 
Afghanistan. Resources meant 
moral and political pressure, he 
said, adding that for this purpose 
the prime minister was keeping in 
touch with the relevant partiesT 

The spokesman said that he 
would highlight the fact that Paki- 
stan was also in touch with Iran. 
Saudi Arabia. United Nations anc 
the Organisation of Islamic Confe 
rence in the context of its efforts tc 
bring about a viable agreement 
among the mujahideen tanzeemat 
on the formation of a council to 
smoothly assume power in Kabul. 

During the Sharif-Sevan mee- 
ting, minister of state for foreign 
affairs Mohammad Siddique 
Kanju and secretary-general for- 
eign affairs, Akram Zaki, were 
also present. 

Meanwhile, the spokesman 
said, Kanju and Zaki had left for 
Peshawar to resume their efforts to 
promote a united stand by mujahi- 
deen on the establishment of a 
council for taking over power in 
(Continued on p^^^S^pC^ 



Ghali to 
persuade Afghan 
leaders to share 
power in Kabul 

BfAsirAimal 

ISLAMABAD: Boutros Ghali, the UN 
Secretary General, will arrive in Is- 
lamabad on Friday, April 24. He wiU 
leave Islamabad on April 26. The Sec- 
retary General wiU discuss the Afghan 
issue with the Miyahideen leadere as 
well as with Iranian and Pakistani of- 
ficials. 

This will be the first ever visit to 
Pakistan by a UN Secretary General. 

Mr Ghali's visit is seen as an at- 
tempt to rescue the UN peace plan 
which has been overtaken by the bold 
moves of Commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood and the consistently intransi- 
gent behaviour of Gulbaddin Hek- 
matyar. Given his brilliant record as a 
diplomat and negotiator — he was 
part of the Egyptian team at the 
Camp David summit — he might pull 



Beginning 
of the end of UN 
proposed council 

Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: Abdul Jabbar Sabit who 
was believed to be one of the 15 
members of the UN-sponsored tran- 
sitional council has decided to return 
to the United States. It indicates that 
there is now little chance for the 
council to proceed. The proposed 
council was supposed to take over 
government from Dr Nsyibullah. 

Mr Sabit, an Afghan lawyer who 
is presently employed by the Voice of 
America in Washington, would fly 
back to the US from Islamabad in 
next few days. He had reached Pak- 
istan on Tuesday after being pro- 
vided air ticket by the Pakistan Em- 
bassy in Washington. 

Sabit was put by the Fbreign Min- 
istry at Rawalpindi's lone five-star 
hotel along with Prof Hussaini and 
Dr Jalil Shams, who were also in- 
vited by the Pakistan government. 



a rabbit or two from his bag of tricks T Ir^"" government, 

but persuading all the Mi^^eTn to ^P^^^f ^^^^ ^^^^ H^^saini and Dr 

^^^^^^ I Shams too were tipped to join the 



Sevan fears disaster 

(Continued from Page) " — ' 



agree on sharing power is a whole 
new ball game. 

Mr Boutros Ghali, who assumed 
the office of the UN Secretary Gen- 
eral on January 1, 1992 for a five- 
year term, was the deputy prime min- 
ister for foreign affairs of Egypt since 
May 1991. Before that he served as 
the minister of state for foreign affaire 
since October 1977. 

Mr Ghali has had a long associa- 
tion with international affairs as a 



the Afghan capital. 

"Our efforts in Peshawar will 
not only continue but will also be 
stepped up so that the mujahideen 
council is in place very soon," he 
added. 

Pakistan, he said, was fully cons- 
cious of the terrible consequences 
if mujahideen did not move fast to 
assume power from the Kabul 
authorities. 

, He said that Pakistan was in 
touch with Gulbadin Hekmatvar 
pnd Ahmad Shah Masood. 
I The spokesman declined to 
comment on the meeting which 
reportedly took place between 
President Ishaq and Lt. Gen. 
'(Retd) Hameed Qui in Islamabad 
on Wednesday. 

With regard to field situation in 
and around Kabul, the spokesman 
said it remained unchanged. "No 
major incident had been^reported 
so far from there," he added. 



He said he could not confirm or 
deny a press report which said that 
600 fighters were killed in a clash 
between government militia and 
Afghan mujahideen near Kabul on 
Wednesday. 

The spokesman disclosed that 
Hamid Al-Ghabid, the secretary- 
general of the Organisation of Isla- 
mic Conference had expressed his 
desire to pay a visit to Pakistan to 
make a contribution of the QIC to 
Afghan peace efforts and bring 
about a peace settlement and 
orderly transfer of power in Kabul . 
Pakistan government had accep- 
ted Ghabid's desire and he would 
most probably be in Pakistan 
shortly after Boutros Ghali's visit 
which was due to conclude on 
April 26. 

He said that assistant secretary 
general of the Jeddah-based QIC, 
Ibrahim Saleh Bakr had alreadv 
arrived in Islamabad as special 
envoy of Ghabid to take part in the 
peace process. 



diplomat, jurist, scholar, and widely 
published author. He was a member 
of the International Law Commission 
from 1979 until 1991 and is a for- 
mer member of the international 
commission of jurists. He holds sev- 
eral positions related to his back- 
ground in law, international affairs 
and political science. Mr Ghali was 
one of the participants in the Camp 
David talks and played a role in 
achieving the accord between Israel 
and Egypt. He holds a Ph.D. in 
international law fi-om Paris Univer- 




now-aborted transitional council. 

Meanwhile, it was understood 
that Abdul Jabbar Sabit did not re- 
main a member of Khaliq faction of j 
PDPA as reported in The News on 
Sunday He had in fact served only in 
the legislation department of the 
Ministry of Justice in Kabul till 1980. 
But even during this period, he is 
said to have worked secretly for the 
Miyahide«i organisations, especially 
Maulvi Mohammad Nabi Moham- 
madi's Harkat-e-Inquilab-e-Islami. 

The Harkat chief later praised him 
for his contriburion to the Afghan 
Jehad and urged him to stay m Kabul 
as he was useful for Miyahideen 
there. 

Sabit later migrated to Pakistan 
and founded the Lawyers Associa- 
tion of free Afghanistan. He also 
taught at the Peshawar University, 
became an adviser to ICRC, and 
worked in the Afghan resistance. His 
family also contributed to the Jehad 
in Logar, Kabul and Nangrahar 
provinces. 
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Peace in Afghanistan 
necessary for regional ties ^"^ish Press 



Experts from South Asia speak on 
second day of WUFA seminar 



Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: Six experts from Pak- 
istan, Iran, Turkey and Kazakhstan 
spoke on the impact of the recent 
Soviet changes on Central Asia and 
the region at the regional seminar 
on its second day here Wednesday 

The seminar has been arranged 
by the Writers Union of Free 
Afghanistan (WUFA). It would con- 
clude on Thursday 

The speakers advocated that 
pragmatic attitude be adopted to 
evolve and strengthen economic 
cooperation in the region without 
interfering in each other's affairs. 
They stressed the need for coopera- 
tion in the fields of industry, tech- 
nology, agriculture, energy educa- 
tion and science. The speakers 



however felt that return of peace in 
Afghanistan was necessary to pro- 
mote regional cooperation. 

The morning session, chaired by 
Afghan Interim Government Fi- 
nance Minister Hideyat Amin Ar- 
sala, focused on economic ties 
among the Central Asian countries. 
The speakers included Dr Riffat 
Hussain from Pakistan, Jawad Ra- 
jabzadu from Iran, Dr Aydin Yalein 
from Turkey and Avan I Kurman- 
baev from Kazakhstan. 

The afternoon session heard 
presentations by Dr Imtiaz H 
Bokhari from Pakistan and Mrs 
Farzeen Neeya from Iran. 

The session was presided by In- 
amual Haq, a Pakistani. Question- 
answer sessions followed the pre- 
sentations. 
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China fears 
Afghan conflict 
flare-up 

BEIJING (APA)- Foreign Minis- 
ter Qian Qichen said on Thursday, 
China is concerned over political 
uncertainty in neighbouring 
Afghanistan and worried that the 
fighting there will escalate. 

"The recerfl developments in that 
country have indicated that there 
might be possibilities of the out- 
break of a large-scale conflict and 
we hope that this kind of possibil- 
ity will be avoided," Qian told a 
news conference. 

Asked how China regards the 
possibility of a radical Islamic gov- 
ernment emerging in power in 
Afghanisian. Qian said: "Wo do not 
support the idea of mixing religion 
with politics." 

"We hope that the Afghanistan 
people will seek a reasonable set- 
tlement of the question in their 
country according to the plan of the 
United Nations", he said. 



15 APR 



in Kabul 

KABUL, April 27: An Italian tele- 
vision cameraman was shot in the 
head on Monday during heavy 
street fighting in southeast Kabul, 
journalists said. 

The man, a journalist for RAJ 
television, was rushed to hospital 
for surgery. There was no 
immediate word on his condition. 

Journalists at the scene said he 
was shot while filming the second 
day of heavy battles along the 
southern approaches to Kabul, 
beneath the' ancient Bala Hissar 
fortress. — Reuter 

France supports UN 
peace efforts in 
Afghanistan 

ISLAMABAD: A spofceanan of the 
French ministry of foreign affairs 
said that FYance has always 
favoured the United Nations en- 
deavour for peaceful transition in 
Afghanistan. 

France keenly supports Benon 
Sevan's efforts towjutis the eaify 
establishment of an Afghan pre- 
transitional council in Kabul, ac- 
cording to a press release issued 
here Wednesday by the FYance 
embassy — PPI 



foresees battle 
for Kabul 

By Our Monitoring Desk 

Sunday's British newspapers gave 
" a full picture of the worldwide suspi- 
cions of bloodshed in Kabul. Accor- 
ing to BBC, ail the newspapers ex- 
pressed suspicions about the battle 
among the warring factions and divi- 
sion of Afghanistan on ethnic and 
linguistic basis. 

Independent on Sunday spoke of 
the story of Bacha Saqa in its edito- 
rial who in 1928 overthrew Shah 
Amanullah Khan. Bacha Saqa was 
a Tajik. He was assassinated within 
one year. After that Pashtoons who 
are largest tribe in Afghanistan de- 
stroyed Tajik area, the paper said. 

In the newspaper's view, history 
is likely to be repeated. Tajiks have 
domination in the ruling Council 
and Commander Ahmed Shah 1 
Masood is also a Tajik. The news- 
paper observed that because of this, 
Pushtoons have, forgoiion their in- 
ternal differences and are backing 
Gulbadin Hekmatyar 

Independent on Sunday also pub- 
lished a Reuter report which says 
that guerrilla groups have gathered 
around Kabul and diplomats think 
that as a result of the talks between 
Foreign Minister Abdul Wakil and 
Commander Ahmed Shah Masood, 
attack on Kabul by Ahmed Shah 
Masud has been halted. 

Sundav Times says in the report 
that war'among these guerrillas has 
started around Kabul which can lead 
to a new civil war in Afghanistan. 

NATION 
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China hopes Afghan 
parties will agree on 
peaceful solution 

BEUING: China that afl the 
Afghan pa]cties would work to- 
gether, avoid bloodshed and bring 
about a smooth political settle- 
ment of the issue. 

A Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesman made these remarls 
here Hiesday on the pres^ situa- 
tion in Af j^ianistan. 

He said China was de<^ly con-' 
cemcd cfw tiw developm^ii^je?^ 
that country. The spokesman^ 
added that China wanted the UN 
to find a political settlement of the 
issue. — PPI 



ms NEWS INTESNATIONJi 

Z 2 APR 1992 



/M Gi j ANlSmN NEWS CLIPPING 




Al GHANIS I AN NEWS CLIPPING 




^ Ghali discusses Afghan Scvail OH SCCrct 
situation with Ishaq, Nawaz missioil tO India 



President, PM urge Secretary General to 
implement UN resolutions on Kashmir 



Agencies 



agreement arrived Friday at Pe- 
shawar for the formation of Mu- 



ISLAMABAD: Visiting UN Secretary jahideen's transition council to 
Gel^ral Boutros Ghali called on over power in Kabul. They expressed 



President Ghulam Lshaq Khan at the 
Aiwan-e-Sadr Saturday and dis- 
cussed with him the prevailing situa- 
tion in Afghanistan. 

The President welcomed the Sec- 
retary General and appreciated the 



the hope that the council would be 
able to take up its mandated respon- 
sibilities without any unnecessary 
loss of time and help maintain 
Afghanistan's national unity, territo- 
rial integrity and bring back nor- 



useful and constructive role played malQr. 
bv the United Nations in furthering The President expressed the 

the procesi of power transfer in hope that following the return o 

Afghanistan in a peaceful and or- peace to Afghanistan the UK mU 

Herlv manner play an active role in the repatnation 

Boutros GhaH lauded all that Pak- and rehabilitation of Afghan refugees 

istan has done for bringing about an and reconstniction of the war-rav- 

amicable settlement to the Afghan aged country, 
^blem. He also greatly appreciated * ^^'^'^^l^^^^^^, 5^ 

Sie sacrifices made by Pakistan in of- drew the Secretary General s ^n- 

. 1 * 11 * 



fering shelter to over three million 
Afghan refugees for so many years. 

Both the President and the UN 
Secretary General welcomed the 



tion to the continuing gruesome vio- 
lations of human rights in occupied 

Continued on Paae 
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NEW DELHI (AFP)-UN special 
envoy Benon Sevan discussed 
Afghanistan with lop Indian offi- 
cials during a secret visit here Fri- 
day, then "flew back to Pakistan 
with Secretary General Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali, UN and Indian 
Government officials said. 

Sevan arrived at 1 1 :30 a.m. 
(0600 GMT) on an United Nations 
aircraft for a four-hour stay, as 
Boutros-Ghali delayed his sched- 
uled departure from India without 
giving any reason. 

"He (Sevan) came here to brief 
the secretary general on the Afghan 
situation so that he could directly 
go into talks with the Pakistani 
Feadership on the issue," a UN 
spokesman said. 

Boutros-Ghali, who arrived here 
Tuesday, told reporters Friday that 
after a stopover in Pakistan he 
would try to visit Tehran to discuss 
with Iranian leaders measures to 
defuse the Afghan crisis. 

"The Afghan issue is very deli- 
cate," he said before leaving with 
Sevan for Islamabad, where he was 
to meet Pakistani Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif. 



The UN spokesman said Sevan, 
engaged in hectic shuttle diplo- 
macy to secure a bloodless transfer 
of power in Kabul, met India's 
Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations, C.S. Ghare Khan. 

"They discussed the situation in 
Afghanistan," the UN spokesman 
said. 

Official Indian sources said Se- 
van also met other foreign ministry 
officials and apprised them of the 
situation involving Najibullah, who 
was ousted as Afghanistan's presi- 
dent on April 16. 

Najibullah has been holed up in a 
UN compound in Kabul where he 
took refuge after he was stripped 
off his powers following an 
abortive attempt to flee 
Afghanistan. 

India has been mentioned as a 
probable destination for Najibullah 
if he were to leave Kabul. His wife 
and daughters are currently staying 
in a New Delhi hotel under heavy 
security. 

Sevan arrived in Islamabad 
Thursday from Kabul for talks with 
mujahedeen leaders based in Pak- 
istan. 
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Ghali discusses Afghan situation with Ishaq, Nawaz 



Continued from Page 

Kashmir. He hoped that the world 
body would awaken to its responsi- 
* bilities for stopping atrocities in 
held Kashmir and enabling the peo- 
ple of Kashmir to exercise their 
right of self determination in accor- 
dance with the relevant UN resolu- 
tions. 

Minister of State for Foreign Af- 
fairs Muhammad Siddique Khan 
Kanjo, Secretary General Foreign 
Affairs, Akram Zaki, Secretary For- 
eign Affairs, Shaharyar M Khan and 
special UN envoy Benon Sevan 
were also present on the occasion. 

Later, the President hosted a lun- 
cheon in the honour of the UN Sec- 
retary General. 

Boutros Ghali also called on 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif at the 
Prime Minister's House here. 



Both the Prime Minister and the 
UN Secretary General welcomed 
the decision arrived at among the 
Afghan Mujahideen tanzeemat for 
the formation of Miyahideen coun- 
cil to assume power in Kabul. They 
expressed the hope that the trans- 
fer of power to the Afghan Mu- 
jahideen council will take place in a 
smooth, peaceful and orderly man- 
ner and that the unity and territorial 
integrity of Afghanistan wiQ be pre- 
served. 

They also expressed their re- 
solve to help in the repatriation and 
rehabilitation of Afghan refugees 
and reconstruction of Afghanistan 
after the restoration of normalcy in 
that country 

Nawaz Sharif drew the attention 
of Boutros Ghali to the serious 
human rights violations being com- 
mitted by India to suppress the 



struggle of people of Kashmir for 
the exercise of their right of self-de- 
termination in accordance with the 
relevant UN Security Council reso- 
lutions. 

He asked Ghali to use the great 
influence of his high office to per- 
suade India to stop its atrocities in 
the Indian occupied Kashmir and let 
the people of Kashmir decide their 
destiny according to the UN resolu- 
tions. 

Earlier in the morning Ghali, ac- 
companied by Sevan met with 
Kaiyo at the Foreign Office. 

Kaiyo was assisted by Secretary 
General Foreign Affairs, Foreign 
Secretary and senior officials of the 
Ministry. An extensive exchange of 
views took place between the two 
sides on all msgor issues of mutual 
interest. The foremost amongst 
these were the evolving situation in 



Afghanistan and the Jammu and 
Kashmir dispute. 

Ghali said that the role of the UN 
would not end with a peaceful tran- 
sition. The world body would be re- 
quired to contribute to the recon- 
struction and development of 
Afghanistan in the post conflict era. 
But for that, enduring peace was es- 
sential. The UN would not be able 
to raise any funds if conflict contin- 
ued in Afghanistan, he said. 

Kai\jo briefed Ghali in detail 
about the deteriorating situation in 
Jammu and Kashmir and the mas- 
sive human rights violations of the 
innocent kashmiri people by the In- 
dian forces. 

Kaiyo also apprised the UN chief 
of Pakistan's sincere desire to seek 
a peaceful solution to the dispute 
and briefed him of Pakistan's ef- 
' >rts in this regard. 
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um to Najib 



NEW DELHI (AFP) — Najibul- 
lah, who has resigned as president 
of Afghanistan, will not be granted 
asylum in India, but can come here 
as a refugee, top Foreign Ministry 
officials said here on Thursday. 

"We do not have a policy to grant 
political asyfum, but he (Najibullah) 
can come here as a refugee," said a 
top External Affairs Ministry source 
who is involved in forging the coun- 
try's foreign policy. 

The statement ended speculation 
that India may grant asylum to the 
former Afghan President in case he 
left Kabul, presently encircled by 
Mujahideen fighters and rebel 
militiamen once allied to him. 

Reports from Kabul said Najibul- 
lah 's army prevented his attempt 



Former Indian 
minister arrives In 
Kabul 

KABUL: India's former minis- 
ter of state for external atTairs 
Natwar Singh flew into the 
.Afghan capital early Tuesday 
for what Indian embassy offi- 
cials described as "a private 
visit." 

Singh, who the diplomats 
said was an "old friend" of 
President Nsyibullah was likely 
to meet the President during 



Wednesday neight to flee Afghanis- 
tan for an undisclosed destination . 

"We have not offered anything, 
neither have the Afghans called for 
any such help," the official said, and 
added that New Delhi will not "en- 
tertain" any request to grant politi- 
cal asylum. 

"We have not granted such ...v-^v x x^oiut^nu 
facilities to the Dalai Lama or other his three-day stay here 
Afghans here," he added, referring They also said that Singh 
to the Tibetan spiritual leader's 1959 had in the past been in contact 
escape to India as a refugee after a with exiled Afghan monarch 
failed Tibetan uprising against Zaher Shah, who has said he 
Chinese rule. 

The Foreign Ministry is in contact 
with most Indian airports because 
of the reports that Najibullah could 
try to fly in unannounced, he said. 
"We now have hourly checks," the 
official added. 



India botched 
Najib's 
X says 

DAWN 



rescue 



will return to Afghanistan if he 
can be of use in bringing peace 
back to the country 

No further details of Singh's 
visit were immediately avail- 
able. —AFP 



|?nONTIER PCSi 



APR 



1392 



India denies botching 
Najib 's escape 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — India has officially 
denied botching a reported plan to rescue former 
Afghan president Najibullah, who tried to escape 
from Kabul on Thursday. 

A foreign ministry spokesman said on Sunday 
that India had received word that Najib would 
make a 'temporary halt" in New Delhi after esca- 
ping from the Afghan capital on a United Nations 
plane. 

"He however did not show up... some offices 
waited for him at the airport," he said, denying 
reports that plans of the deposed leader's escape 
leaked after a former Indian minister met Najib 
, prior to his ouster and returned here 
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Natwar meets 
Najibullah 

KABUL (AFP) - Former 
Indian minister of state for foreign 
affairs, Natwar Singh, met here 
Tuesday with President Najibullah 
and key members of his Watan 
Party who have promised to quit 
office if the United Nations can 
secure a peace plan by late April. 

State television said Singh met 
with Najibullah, foreign minister 
Abdul Wakil and key politburo 
members of the Watan (home- 
land) Party, Suleiman Layek and 
Farid Mazdak. 

Indian diplomats described the 
meetings as "those of an old 
friend," saying that Singh, a mem- 
ber of India's ruling Congress (I) 
party, was on a private visit to Afg- 
hanistan. 
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France praises 
Masood 

PARIS (Reuter) — The French 
government said on Monday it vie- 
wed the role of commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood as crucial in 
a peaceful transition in Afghani- 
stan and praised his sense of 
responsibihty. 

"We attach the greatest impor- 
tance to the role played by com- 
mander Masood," a foreign mini- 
stry spokesman told reporters. 

"We have noted commander 
Masood's sense of resposibility in 
getting together a coalition to 
represent all the Afghan factons," 
he said. 

"France hopes the situation in 
Afghanistan will be clarified soon. 
We hope a peaceful transition car 
be achieved." 



0 I APH19Q2 



5 



Rao says India not 
aware of Najib 's 
arrival time 

NEW DELHI: Indian Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao said Tuesday that de- 
posed Afghan President N^ibullah 
wanted to come to India but New 
Delhi had no information when he 
would be arriving in India. 

Rao added that he would verify his 
arrival on Hiesday 

Benon Sevan, special envoy of the 
UN Secretary General on 
Afghanistan, told reporters in Kabul 
on Monday that Njyibullah's depar- 
ture from the Afghan political scene 
had been agreed upon as "part of the 
peace process."— PPI 



Najib 's ouster 
worries India 

ISLAMABAD (PPI) — The 
dramatic ouster of Najibullah and 
the likely takeover of Kabul by the 
mujahideen has tremendously 
worried Indiai ^ 

Not satisfied with the new likely . 
change, the Indian media as 
venom against Pakistan was trying 
to interpret the situation in its own 
way, the AIR in its news commen- 
tary on Friday night said that the 
United States and Pakistan which 
were maintaining a war like atmo- 
sphere in Afghanistan should rea- 
lise that if power was not transfer- 
red in a peaceful way then that 
country would divide. . 

iSiMwrnnmrioNJi post 
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NEW DELHI, April 17: India 
planned to rescue deposed Afghan 
President Najibullah and fly him 
here, but botched the attempt, a 
newspaper reported on Friday. 
The Indian Express newspaper 

' said the plan was to "smuggle out" 
Najibullah, whose ouster was 
announced on Thursday, in a UN 

^ chartered plane the previous night. 
The attempt was foiled when 
news of the plan leaked to the 

' Afghan armed forces, who pre- 
vented Najibullah's departure on 
the plane parked at Kabul airport, 

. the daily said in a front-page 
report. 

A battery of intelligence officers, 
. and Home and Foreign Ministry 
officials waited eight hours on 
. Wednesday night at a military air- 
field here to receive Najibullah 
; before realising "something was 
seriously amiss," the Express said. 

It quoted intelligence sources as 
saying some Indian officials had 
"botched up the entire planning" 
of the rescue attempt, resulting in 
its failure. 

Indian officials had no 
immediate comment on the report, 
which followed widespread specu- 
lation that New Delhi would be his 
most probable destination were he 
to step down and leave his country. 

India had been sympathetic to 
the Soviet-installed Najibullah 
regime and hosted the Afghan 
leader on state visits in the past. 

A senior Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial, however, ruled out on Thurs- 
day the possibility of India grant- 
ing political asylum to Najibullah, 
saying he could come here only as a 
refugee. 

The official said it was not New 
Delhi's policy to give political 
asylum, noting that "such 
facilities" had not been granted 
even to the Tibetan spiritual 
leader, the Dalai Lama, who 
escaped to India after a failed 1959 
uprising against Chinese rule.— 
AFP 
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irnau aims at national 
reconciliation on Afghanitan 

UN Secretary General to meet PM, President 
today; Hekmatyar, Rabbani to attend talks 



By Anwar Iqbal 

|ISLAMABAD: UN Secretary General 
loutros Ghali who arrived here FYi- 
ly for talks on Afghanistan said he 
jwanted national reconciliation in 
(that war ravaged country. 

"I have come here for discussions 
land negotiations with your Prime 
Minister and the foreign minister 
concerning Pakistan's role in UN 
I (Peace Plan) and the assistance Pak- 
I istan can provide to the United Na- 
tions in our efforts to achieve a na- 
' tional reconciliation in Afghanistan," 
he told reporters of the official 
I media and news agencies allowed to 
speak to him inside the VIP lounge 
of the Islamabad airport. 

No other Pakistani or foreign 
I media representatives were allowed 
inside the lounge and Ghali walked 
out of the lounge only after answer- 
ing one question about the purpose 
lof his visit. 

Benon Sevan, his special envoy 
I for Afghanistan, also came with him 
from New Delhi. Sevan, who came to 
[Islamabad Thursday from Kabul, 
Iflew to the Indian capital Friday 



begins at 10:00 am Ghali wiU go the 
Presidency for more talks on 
Afghanistan with President Ghulam 
Ishaq Khan and will have lunch with 
him. 

Later in the evening he will meet 
Prime Minster Nawaz Sharif and have 
dinner with him after similar talks on 
Afghanistan- Sharif has participated 
iff a number of meetings with the Mu- 
jahideen leaders during the last few 
days and UN sources in Islamabad 
said they expect Sharif to discuss 
some concrete proposals with the 
Secretary Generals for breaking the 
present dead lock. 

He was ;scheduled to visit Pe- 
shawar on Sunday but now he will 
spend the entire day negotiating with 



Ghali warns of 
disintegration 



morning to brief to brief his boss or 
the latest developments ir 
Afghanistan. 

Ghali, who was also scheduled to 
visit Peshawar to meet Miyahideen 
leaders has cancelled his trip to the 
city He was also to visit a camp of 
the Afghan refugees in North West 
Frontier Province. 

The UN sources, while confirm- 
ing that the Secretary General had 
cancelled his visit to Peshawar, said 
he may now meet the Miyahideen 
leaders in Islamabad. 

The sources said that Pakistan 
government was already making ar- 
rangements for bringing the leaders 

to Islamabad. TEHERAN (AFP) ^ UN 

GhaU will spend Friday evening Secretary General Boutros Bou- 
discussing the Afghan situation with tros-Ghali warned on Sunday that 
his special envoy Benon Sevan in Is- Afghanistan could break apart in 
lamabad, the UN sources said. new civil strife and appealed for an 

According to the earlier pro- immediate ceasefire, 
gramme, he begins his official en- "Many dangers now threaten 
gagements in Pakistan with a high- Afghanistan," he told journalists 
level meeting at the Pakistan Foreign ^^^^^ ^^^^s with Iranian Foreign 
Office Saturday morning. Minister Ali Akbar Velayati, 

After the two-hour meeting that f^^^^ring to the fighting in Kabul 

between rival mujahideen groups. 
"This situation could increase 
' . the dangers of a break-up of Afg- 
hanistan", warned Ghali, who 
before his arrival here earlier on 
Sunday from Pakistan issued an 
appeal for an immediate ceasefire. 

He praised Iran's support for the 
United Nations peace moves and 
called on Teheran "to pursue its 
efforts and to hlep us install peace 
and tranquillity". 

In a separate statement released 
after he left Islamabad, the UN 
chief urged restraint during the 
"final stage" of the Afghan civil 
war, calling on all Afghans to 
avoid further bloodshed. 

"Now is the time for healing, 
tolerance and forgiveness", he 
added. 

After talks with Velayati, Ghali 
also met President Ali Akbar Has- 
hemi Rafsanjani, who was quoted 
by the official news agency IRNA 
as saying no single Afghan group 
should seek to dominate the situa- 
tion. 

Velayati pledged his country's 
continued support and said, "we 
have exerted a lot of effort to 
maintain the territorial integrity of 
Afghanistan and for peace to be 
restored". 

But the foreign minister critici- 
sed what he called "hasty deci- 
sions" taken since the collapse of 
the government that had "played a 
role in the escalation of the crisis". 

"The ethnic issue of Afghani- 
stan, taking into account the diver- 
sity of groups, demands that every 
decision he taken with the neces- 
sary care", he said, without elabo- 
rating. 



Miyahideen leaders in Islamabad and 
would fly out of Pakistan the same 
evening. Miyahideen sources in Is- 
lamabad said government of Pakistan 
has already established contacts with 
all Miyahideen leaders in Pakistan or 
inside Afghanistan to persuade them 
to attend the talks. 

Gulabadin Hekmatyar, a hardline 
rebel leader, who earlier opposed UN 
sponsored peace in AfghaiSan, is re- 
ported to have returned to Pteshawar 
Friday from near Kabul and may at- 
tend the meeting. 

But sources at the Jamiat-e-Islami 
party of Professor Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani described reports that their fa- 
mous field commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood may also come to Pakistan to 
meet Ghali as baseless and said Rab- 
bani would attend the meeting. 
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UN chief, India 
review Afghan 
situation 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — UN 
secretary general, Boutros Ghali 
and Indian officials on Wednesday 
reviewed the situation in Afghani- 
stan and attempts by his special 
envoy for a peaceful transfer of 
power in Kabul. 

Boutros GhaH, who arrived on 
Tuesday from Bangkok, also dis- 
cussed UN peacekeeping opera- 
tions and Middle East talks during 
a flurry of meetings with Indian 
leaders and officials. 

An external affairs ministry spo- 
kesman said the UN chief and 
Indian foreign secretary, Jyotindra 
Nath Dixit reviewed the fast-chan- 
ging situation in Afghanistan, 
where the Soviet-installed regime 
is on the brink of collapse. 

"They exchanged views on the 
recent developments on Afghani- 
stan and went into all aspects of the 
situation", he said. 

Other ministry officials said 
Boutros-Ghali, here on a two-day 
visit, briefed Dixit and others of 
attempts by his special representa- 
tive on Afghanistan, Benon 
Sevan, for a peaceful transition of 
power in Kabul. ' 

"It is natural that the UN secre- 
tary general should be concerned 
about Sevan. So naturally, his 
activity (inside and outside Afgha- 
nistan) came up during the discus- 
sions", the spokesman spiH 
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close eye on Afghanistan own destiny' 



MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia 
appealed on Friday for a peaceful 
transition of power in Afghanistan 
but diplomats admitted Moscow 
was powerless to influence devel- 
opments in the civil war sparked by 
a Soviet invasion 13 years ago. 

"We are waiting and watching", 
.a Russian foreign ministry official 
in charge of relations with Afgha- 
nistan told AFP. "Our role now is 
to help in any way we can to see 
peaceful change in Afghanistan 
and to look after CIS citizens 
.there". 

The official, who asked not to be 
named, said Moscow had so far 
received no request for asylum 
from Najibullah or any members 
of his government and said he 
could not comment on what Mos- 
cow's response would be to any 
such request. 

More than 13,000 soldiers of the 
former Soviet armed forces, many 
of them Russian, were killed and 
more than 35,000 wounded in nine 
years of fighting in support of the 
communist regime which was 
installed in Kabul after Soviet for- 
ces invaded the country in 1979. 

The withdrawal of some 1 15 ,000 
Soviet troops from Afghanistan 



was completed in February L989. 

In a meeting on Thursday 
between Russian deputy foreign 
minister Boris Pastupov and Afg- 
hanistan Ambassador Mohammad 
Daoud Razmyar, Russia "re-con- 
firmed its position of non-interfe- 
rence in Afghanistan internal 
affairs", Itar-Tass news agency 
said. 

Russia however has decided to 
dispatch a special representative to 
Kabul charged with ensuring the 
safety of some 132 Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS) natio- 
nals in the capital. 

The Russian official said there 
were also citizens from CIS count- 
ries living in mountainous regions 
of northern Afghanistan, but he 
said he did not know if they wanted 
to be repatriated and if so how this 
would be done. 

"Russia, or the CIS, is in a sense 
in a situation similar to the United 
States after the Vietnam war", a 
Western diplomat commented. 

"The Soviet Union, like the 
United States, disengaged from a 
protracted and costly conflict in a 
foreign country and now faces a 
dilemma on whether to protect 
leaders of the regime it suppor- 



ted", she said. 

The United States came under 
sharp international criticism for 
failing to safeguard South Vietna- 
mese officials after US troops left 
Vietnam. 

Another Western diplomat said 
that apart from ensuring the safety 
of its citizens, Russia's interests 
now lie in avoiding "instability" in 
regions along Afghanistan's bor- 
ders with the former Soviet Union. 

The diplomat said Russia was 
anxious to prevent the former 
Soviet republics of Uzbekistan and 
Tajikistan from being drawn into 
ethnic strife in the region. 

Ethnic Tajiks and Uzbeks domi- 
nate the population in northern 
Afghanistan and have alternately 
supported and opposed the pro- 
Moscow regime in Kabul, the 
diplomat noted, adding that furt- 
her unrest in Afghanistan could 
have repercussions in the two 
republics. 

Russian television meanwhile 
reported that authorities in Mos- 
cow had been in contact with the 
Russian ambassador in Kabul who 
said that the situation was calm 
and that all embassy staff were 
safe. 



Russia for political settlement 



MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia on 
Tuesday reiterated its support for 
United Nations plans for a peace- 
ful transition of power in Afghani- 
stan and warned opposition groups 
against using force against Kabul. 

Russian foreign ministry spo- 
kesman Sergei Yastrzhembski also 
called for prisoners of war of the 
former Soviet armed forces held 
by mujahideen groups to be freed 
"without any further delay"'. 

"Any attempt to sieze power by 
force would have very serious con- 
sequences for Afghanistan" and 
other countries. Yastrzhembski 
told reporters. 

He said there were currently 147 
Russian nationals remaining in 
Kabul and their safety was a mat- 
ter "constantly in the focus" of the 
Russian foreign ministry. 

Yastrzhembski said Russia and 
the United States were taking 
"coordinated steps" to protect for- 
eign diplomatic missions in Kabul 
and to prevent any escalation of 
the conflict in Afghanistan. 
He also said Russia had sent an 



appeal to the Afghan foreign mini- 
stry asking that all persons who 
want to leave Kabul should be allo- 
wed to do so. It was unclear if this 
also referred to former president 
Najibullah; who remains in the 
Afghan capital. 

The spokesman said Russia wel- 
comed the recent release of one 
former Soviet POW who had been 
held bv a mujahideen group and 
called for all other POWs held by 
the rebels to be released "without 
any preconditions". 

Russia was in "active contact 
with a number oi foreign govern- 
ments", including the United Sta- 
tes, Iran and Pakistan on the priso- 
ners of war issue, Yastrzhembaski 
said, adding that the situation in 
Afghanistan would "remain on the 
agenda" in ties between Moscow 
and Washington. 

In Beijing, a foreign ministry 
spokesman said: China hoped all 
parties concerned in Afghanistan 
would work together and exercise 
restraint to avoid bloodshed and 
bring a smooth political settlement 
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of the Afghan issue. 

He said. China was deeply con- 
cerned about developments in that 
country. 

The spokesman added China 
supports to continue important 
UN role in finding a political sett- 
lement of the Afghan issue. He 
said China hoped that political 
settlement would be found 
through consultations as soon as 
possible and that this would bring 
peace in Afghanistan at an early 
date. 



Tajikistan supports 
peaceful solution 
of Afghan issue 

MOSCOW: T^ikistan 
T^^sdnesday called for a peace- 
M solutiion of the Afj^ian issue 
without any esd^mal interfer- 
ence, Itar-'Dssj reported. 

"TsQiklstan calls for apeace- 
ful settlement of the ifghan 
problem by Afghans them- 
sdhires without any external in- 
terference ?uid on the princi- 
ples of the peaceful settlement 
pto advanced by the UN Sec- 
retary General,'* the T^ik for- 
eign ministry said in a state- 
ment r-~AP 



ISLAMABAD (PR) — The fol- 
lowing statement of the Foreign 
Ministry of Russia was released here 
orcThursday on situation in Af- 
ghanistan: 

The achievement of comprehen- 
sive political settlement in Afghanis- 
tan on the basis of securing the right 
of the Afghan people to shape its 
own destiny is one of the key tasks 
of the foreign policy of the Russian 
Federation. We closely cooperate 
for this purpose with all the in- 
terested parties, with the UN Secret- 
ary General. 

During the active role of the UN 
real perspectives are appearing 
today to untie the knot of the pro- 
longed military conflict in Afghais- 
tan, to put an end to hardships and 
deprivation of the long-suffering Af- 
ghan people. 

The agreement of the majority of 
Afghan forces — President Najibul- 
lah, many leader of the opposition 
— to the necessity of peaceful trans- 
fer of power in Afghanistan and cre- 
ation for this goal of the "pre-trans- 
itional council" enjoying full pow- 
ers, as mentioned in the statement 
of the UN Secretary General on 
April 10, this year, opens up a new 
round in pushing forward the polit- 
ical process. This will be the first 
and, certainly, not an easy step, that 
should be followed by the cessation 
of armed hostilities, declaration of 
general amnesty, providing for the 
guarantess of security for all the Af- 
ghans. 

We firmly hope that in the very 
beginning of the transitional period 
there will be found the ultimate sol- 
ution with regard to the release of 
all former Soviet servicemen — citi- 
zens of the states of the Common- 
wealth taken prisoner in Afghanis- 
tan. 

We call upon all the Afghan sides 
to display political wisdom, to 
realise the higher interests of their 
country and to do everything neces- 
sary not to miss the chance for the 
restoration of peace and harmony 
in Afghanistan. In its own turn Rus- 
sia is prepared to actively assist the 
achievement of this goal together 
with the UN and other members of 
the international community. 
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US action against Pak banks linked 



From ALTAF HUSSAIN 

ISLAMABAD — The Umted 
States is tightening the noose 
around Paicistani banks operating 
on its territory under the contro- 
versial Foreign Exchange Bearer 
Certificate (FEBC) scandal to 
pressurise Pakistan to facilitate US 
policies on recent Afghan situa- 
tion. The Frontier Post has learnt 
from a reliable sources in the 
government. 

According to the source. Paki- 
stan had first introduced the same 
kind of bonds in the US during the 
Dr. Mehbubul Haq period in 1985 
without acquiring the permission 
from the relevant US agencies like 
the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission (SEC). The US adminis- 
tration, however, had not objected 
to the sale at that time purely on 
political considerations as Paki- 
stan was doing a great job for her 
in Afghanistan. The situation in 
1992 has changed to a large extent 
and the US wanted Pakistan^no 
play yet another role of keeping 
Afghanistan bleed as a politically 
unstable Afghanistan could pre- 
vent any swifgt movement of Isla- 
mic revivalists from Iran to the 
newly independent Central Asian 
states. 

According to the source, a num- 
ber of US agencies like the SEC 
were now actively engaged in the 
US in scrutinising the record of the 

Situation in 
Afghanistan 
fluid: US 

WASHINGTON (DPA) — State 
Department spokeswoman Mar- 
garet Tutwiler on Thursday de- 
scribed the situation around Kabul 
as "fluid", with the government col- 
lapsing rapidly and Mujahideen 
•forces moving closer to the capital. 
She could not confirm the reported 
,arrest of Najibullah. 

She said that the United States 
supported the efforts of a special 
representative of the United Na- 
tions Secretary-General for a peace- 
ful transition to a new government 
to be made up of the factions which 
had been fighting the central gov- 
ernment for more than 10 years. 

The United States which had been 
the principal backer and arms 
supplier to the anti-communist 
Mujahideen had ended that military 
aid and was now hoping to avoid 
fighting between the various fac- 
tions. 
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operations of the Pakistani banks 
since 1983 to find more clues that 
could help substantiate the US 
claim that Pakistan was using US 
territory to promote money-laun- 
dering business for the transaction 
of billions of dollars floating in the 
US and collected through drug- 
trafficking. 

It is to be noted that the US is 
supporting a policy on Afghani- 
stan that assures the inclusion of 
liberal elements in the interim set- 
up especially pro-Zahir Shah lea- 
ders. It is believed that the very 
idea behind this policy is to either 
pave the way for a pro-Western 
government in Afghanistan or at 
least mess up the things in a way 
that prolong peaceful settlement 
to buy time for the consolidation of 
its foothold in the Central Asian 
states. The US, in fact, wants to 
keep Iran politically isolated and 
strategically vulnerable in the 
region so that it could easily fall 
prey to the US New World Order. 

The source said, that if the Paki- 
stani banks in the US are penalised 
for violating the set rules and regu- 
lations for financial business, it 
would become impossible for 
these banks to continue their func- 
tioning. There are, however little 
chances of a more strict decision 
like their closure in the US as it 
might create tension and even 
severance of ties between the two 



countries. 

Whatever may be the US inten- 
tions to tighten the noose around 
the Pakistani banks in America, 
one thing is clear that the pretext 
has been provided by the top 
government functionaries who did 
not bother to take into account the 
changed geo-political situation 
before launching the desperate 
move aimed at facilitating more 
foreign e.xchange for the govern- 
ment. 

A competent source confided to 
The Frontier Post that when the 
file about the ' FEBC sales was 
transferred from the PM secreta- 
riat to the ministry of finance after 
approval from Nawaz Sharif, it 
was specifically mentioned on the 
file by an additional secretary in 
the PM secretariat to abide by the 
prevailing rules in the intending 
country about the sale of FEBCs. 
The concerned official in the mini- 
stry of finance, however, took for 
granted that since 1985 there was 
no permission sought from the US 
administration for the sale of con- 
troversial foreign exchange certifi- 
cates, the order was passed on to 
the State Bank governor for imple- 
mentation. The source believed 
that since SBP was an official 
agency involved with the foreign 
exchange transactions, it was but 
mandatory for the SBP authorities 



to act accordingly and seek permis- 
sion from the SEC before laun- 
ching the FEBC campaign. As a 
matter of fact, the mistake initially 
committed by the concerned offi- 
cial in the ministry of finance was 
repeated in the SBP. 

A well-placed source in the 
finance ministry, while talking to 
this scribe on condition of anony- 
mity, said that, in fact, the ministry 
had clearly asked the SBP to 
obtain the permission prior to 
advertising for the FEBCs. in the 
US press. This position, it is to be 
recalled, has also been taken by 
the finance minister. Sartaj Aziz, 
during a press talk recently in the 
federal capital. He also promised 
to punish those found guilty. 

The Frontier Post understands 
that there is no such inquiry being 
conducted by the government at 
any level as the fault does not lie 
with one particularly department 
or person. .On the contrary, the so- 
called FEBC faux paus is an even- 
tual outcome of the abrupt deci- 
sion being taken by the top govern- 
ment functionaries that are despe- 
rately looking for the improve- 
ment in foreign exchange reserves 
that have fallen considerably even 
after the government has consu- 
med most of the proportion of the 
foreign currency collected under 
foreign exchange currency 
accounts scheme. 



US encouraged by 
progress towards 
peaceful solution to 
Afghan crisis 

WASHINGTON: US State Depart- 
ment deputy spokesman Richard 
Boucher said April 20 that the 
United States is "encouraged by the 
willingness of resistance and regime 
leaders" in Afghanistan to avoid fur- 
ther bloodshed and by the apparent 
progress towards a peaceful resolu- 
tion of the crisis there, says a press 
relea^/ 

"According to the limited infor- 
mation available to us, Kabul re- 
mained calm throughout the week- 
end," the deputy spokesman 
reported. "Several chfferent groups 
of resistance forces have remained 
outside the city. Fighting is at a min- 
imum.The current ruling council in 
the city has maintained order and is 
negotiating with resistant leaders. 
The UN secretary general's special 



envoy, Benon Sevan, is still in Kabul, 
He's in contact with the council and 
with resistance representatives". 

Boucher noted that resistance 
leaders from all factions have been 
discussing the formation of an Is- 
lamic Coimcil to take power in 
Kabul.Ammed Shah Massoud, who 
commands the largest force outside 
of Kabul, is in contact with other 
leaders and has called for a peaceful 
turnover of power, he said. 

"We're encouraged by the will- 
ingness of resistance and regime 
leaders to avoid further bloodshed 
and by the apparent progress to- 
wards a peaceful resolution of the 
current crisis" Boucher said. 'We 
hope that this will set Uie stage for 
Afghan (self-) determination and for 
a return of the refugees. These are 
goals which the United States has 
consistently supported," he pointed 
out. 

"In our view, all sides should 
work closely with the UN, secretary 
general's special representative, whc 
is in a unique position to assist ii 



resolving the conflict," the deputy 
spokesman said."We condemn in- 
flammatory statements and call for 
military action. Such actions in- 
crease the danger of resuming con- 
flict which is against the interests of 
all Afghans". 

The United States has been pro- 
viding "a certain amoimtof him[ian- 
itarian assistance" to Afghanistan 
and "would expect to continue that 
and to be part of the construction 
effort," Boucher said.He said it was 
the US understanding that former 
president Nsyibulah, who resigned 
last week, remains in Kabul. 
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By QAISER BUTT 

Saudi Arabia's intelligence 
chief, Prince Turki Al-Faisal, who 
arrived in Peshawar on Thursday, 
held talks with the leaders of key 
mujahideen groups on the current 
diplomatic struggle for a political 
settlement of the Afghan problem. 

The Saudi pointman on Afgha- 
nistan reached Islamabad on 
Thursday on an unannounced visit 
to take part in the UN-sponsored 
efforts for the solution of the Afg- 
han issue. 

Sources said that the Saudi offi- 
cials had also plans to meet Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif and high 
ranking military officials to 
exchange views on the issue. 

The mujahideen leaders who 
attended the meeting included 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, Prof. 
Abdul Rab Rasool Sayyaf , Maulvi 
Younas Khalis. and Prof. Sibgha- 
tullah Mujaddadi. Two Afghan 
leadefs Maulvi Mohammad Nabi 
Mohammad! and Pir Syed Ahmad 
Gilani could not attend the mee- 
ting as they were not present in the 
city. 

According to another report the 
chief of the Shia Afghan mujahi- 
deen party Hezb-i-Wahdat, Karim 
Khalili, who recently arrived from 
Teheran, also attendexi the mee- 
ting. Another Shia leader Man- 

soori was also invited but he could 
not attena the meeting. 

The chief of the ISI, Lt. Gen. 
Javed Nasir also attended the mee- 
ting along with his colleagues. Sur- 
prisingly, none of the officials from 
the foreign office was present in 
the talks. 

Secretary general foreign office, 
Akram Zaki, was in Peshawar on 
Thursday evening to attend the 
wedding of poet Ahmad Faraz's 
son with the daughter of Dr. Nasi- 
ruddin Azam. 

The presence of Prof. Sayyaf 
and Younas Khalis in the meeting 
was considered as significant by 
the Afghan analysts here as both of 
them are opposed to the UN-spon- 
sored talks on the Afghan issue. 

The participation of Hekmatyar 
and Prof. Rabbani in the meeting 
was also regarded as an important 
development as they have also 
shown reservations on the UN 
peace plan. 

Sources close to Aighan mujahi- 
deen in Peshawar said that the 
Saudi official's main concern was 
the continuous presence of Arab 
nationals associated with hardline 
Afghan mujahideen for the last 10 
years. Saudi Arabia is demanding 
the evacuation of these Arabs for 
their being involved in anti-Saudi 
activities. 



According to an' estimate over 
10,000 Arab nationals are associa- 
ted with different mujahideen 
groups for the establishment of an 
Islamic government in Afghani- 
stan. They are mainly associated 
with those Afghan leaders who are 
dubbed by the West as fundamen- 
talists. 

Meanwhile, it is learnt from offi- 
cial sources that the provincial 
government has asked the non- 
governmental organisations 
(NGOs), being run by the Arabs 
and not registered with Pakistan, 
to pack up and leave the country 
within 15 days. Notices to this 
effect were served on the unregi- 
stered Arab NGO's a few days 
before Eidul Fitr, source added. 

According to the Arabs in Pes- 
hawar, there are 16 registered 
NGOs operating in the provincial 
capital to help the Afghan refugees 
and mujahideen. The official sour- 
ces said that the total number of 
unregistered Arab NGOs is 
uncounted. 

Officials, both Pakistani and 
Saudi, suspected that such NGOs 
of Arab nationals were giving shel- 
ter to Arabs involved in Afghan 
affairs. The government is trying 
to collect information about the 
Arabs who entered Pakistan by 
illegal means and were supporting 

the Afghan mujahideen. The 
Arabs providing huge financial 
assistance to the mujahideen are, 
in fact, the major cause.of concern 
to Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. Not 
only Saudi Arabia but the United 
States, Iran, India and some Mus- 
lim countries of the Arab world are 
also opposed to the continuous 
presence of the Arabs mujahideen 
in Pakistan and parts of Afghani- 
stan where the mujahideen have 
gained power. 

It is interesting to note that not 
only the Arabs but also Muslims 
from over 20 countries joined the 
mujahideen ranks during the 13 
years of Afghan war. So much so 
that Muslims from China, United 
States, UK, Philippines, Indone- 
sia, Burma, Algiers, Bangladesh 
and Indian held Kashmir are found 
in the mujahideen ranks. 

According to Western sources, 
the Afghan war has become a 
source of inspiration for the Mus- 
lims all over the world. They have 
emerged as a potential threat to 
those Muslim states where the 
secular leaders or monarchs are 
ruling. Inspired by the Afghan 
war, Muslim fundamentalists were 
seen resisting the military junta in 
Algiers where the Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) was about to take 



over state power. 

According to experts on Afgha- 
nistan, the reasons for the opposi- 
tion by the West and other concer- 
ned forces to the presence of 
Arabs in Peshawar is based on the 
argument that Afghanistan, after 
the fall of the communist ruler 
Najibullah, would become a major 
base of the Islamic fundamentalist 
forces. India is among those few 
countries which are building pres- 
sure on Islamabad for the removal 
of the Muslim fundamentalists, 
both the Arabs and Kashmiris, 
from Pakistan. The Indian leaders 
have been accusing Afghan muja- 
hideen of providing military trai- 
ning to Kashmiri freedom fighters. 

Notices by the NWFP govern- 
ment to the unregistered NGOs 
have caused panic among the 
Arabs in Peshawar. It is a known 
fact that the Arabs involved in 
Afghan affairs along with the 
mujahideen are working in the 
garb of volunteer workers provi- 
ding human relief to mujahideen. 

According to the sources, soon 
after the notices were served by 
the provincial government, many 
of the "illegal" Arabs crossed into 
Afghanistan. They are given shel- 
ter by the mujahideen parties 
whom they have been serving for 
the last many years. 

According to the mujahideen 
sources, their leaders are determi- 
ned to resist the repatriation of 
their Arab comrades. The sources 
said that some friends of the Arabs 
in Pakistan have taken up the issue 
of the planned repatriation of their 
associates with authorities in Isla- 
mabad. They apprehend that the 
repatriation of Arab mujahideen 
would endanger their lives in their 
countries. They are particularly 
concerned about those who belong 
to Iraq, Tunisia, Saudi Arabia and 
the Indian held Kashmir. 



Fahd assures 
strong support to 
Mujahideen 

ISLAMABAD: Saudi King Eahd bin 
Abdul Aziz in a message to Afghan 
Mujahideen assured a strong sup- 
port to their struggle to get the right 
of determining their future them- 
selves. The King also lauded Mu- 
jahideen efforts to reach a conscien- 
tious decision in deciding their 
future. 

In a message to the Afghan Mu- 
jahideen, he said that he was ea- 
gerly waiting for the solution of the 
problem and stability in the 
Afghanistan, and consequent return 
of all refugees to their home with 
peace and honour. The King hoped 
that the Miyahideen would resolve 
"marginal differences" and find a 
consensus to achieve the "ultimate 
goal which you, and we all, are striv- 
ing for, namely independence, sta- 
bility and the return of the emi- 
grants of the Afghan Muslim people 
to their homes and kinsmen after a 
very long period away from their 
land and after long and bitter suf- 
ferings." —APP 
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US to recover 
weapons from Mirjaliideen 



Continued from Page 

weapon systems." Apart from light 
anns, the United States has supplied 
anti-Commimist guerillas with anti-;. 
aircraft Stinger missiles and Span- 
ish-made 120 nun mortars. 

The Soviet Union armed the en- 
tire Afghan army and left Scud mis- 
siles behind when the Soviet army 
pulled out of Afghanistan in Febru- 
ary 1989. 

Since the joint withdrawal of 
September, Washington has let the 
United Nations take over in the 
Afghan crisis and has supported ef- 
fo'^s by special UN envoy to Kabul, 



Benon Sevan, to establish an interim 
coalition government. But the United 
States is hoping that rivalries among 
factions of the Miyahideen do not ex- 
plode into ethnic war. 

Fighting— among"-Thcr"Tajnrs, 
Uzbeks and Pashtuns would have "a 
bad destabilising effect not only 
within Afghanistan but to the neigh- 
bours in central Asian republics," 
said a senior state department offi- 
cial. It is essential that these re- 
publics follow democratic models 
rather than turning to extremism, he 
said. 

Margaret Tutwiler, meanwhile, 
has also said the State Department 



had asked the Congress for S 60 mil- 
lion in humanitarian assistance for 
Afghanistan for fiscal year 1992. 

She said an additional $ 20 mil- 
lion is being requested for the 3 mil- 
lion Afghan refugees In Pakistan. She 
also noted that the administration 
pledged two weeks ago, in response 
to a UN appeal, to provide 10,000 
metric tons of wheat for needy peo- 
ple in Kabul. She said the United 
States has provided $ 400 million in 
humanitarian aid to Afghanistan 
since 1986. It also has sent substan- 
tial military aid to the Afghan rebels, 
dating back to 1980, but Ms 'Hitwiler 
declined to give a figure. 



US to recover 
weapons from Mujahideen 



Agencies 

WASHINGTON: The United States 
hopes to recover weapons funneled 
into Afghanistan in the past decade 
amid fears that the conflict will 
spread to other central Asian re- 
publics, the State Department said 
Wednesday 

State Department spokeswoman 
Margaret Tutwiler said that in the 
September 13 Accord, "both the 
Russian foreign ministry and the US 
government undertook to work to- 
ward the withdrawal of major 

US stiU hopeful 
of Afghan peace 

WASHINGTON: The United States 
hopes that news reports of an im- 
pending peace accord in Afghanistan 
are correct, State Department 
spokesperson Margaret Hitwiler said 
FYiday 

"We have reports that some sort 
of agreement has been reached 
among resistance parties and com- 
manders on forming a government," 
she declared. 

The United States applauds the 
efforts of UN officials in Peshawar, 
Pakistan, to ' achieve an accord 
among resistance groups in 
Afghanistan, she said, but she cau- 
tioned that the State Department has 
"very few details on this agreement." 

She added that "whatever agree- 
ment that is arrived at peacefully we 
would obviously strongly welcome." 

Asked about the fact that at least 
one faction in Afghanistan may not 
be cooperating with the peace effort, 
Tutwiler said that the US is "seeking 



weapons systems." The two coun- 
tries also agreed to halt all deUveries 
of arms to warring sides — the 
Afghan government in Kabul and the 
US-backed Miyahideen — by Jan- 
uary 1, 1991. 

Efforts to stem the flow of 
weapons are stiU underway, said a 
State Department official, who re- 
fused to detail the activities of US in- 
telligence services in Afghanistan. 

But the US-Russian agreement 
failed to specify what are the "nuyor 

Continued on Page 



commitments from everyone" so 
that the transition to a consensus 
govermnent can be achieved "in a 
peaceful way." The US will talk to 
any faction in order to pursue the 
peace process, she declared. 

The spokesman reiterated the US 
view that removing all weapons sys- 
tems capable of causing widespread 
destruction "is a natural out-growth 
of our objective .... to further a po- 
litical settlement." She noted that the 
joint position of Washington and 
Moscow agreed to last September to 
get all such weaponry out of 
Afghanistan is essential to "stop the 
bloodshed". 

7^ 
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Cheney says US 
has no direct role 
in Afghanistan 

SINGAPORE (AFP) ~ The 
United States is concerned about 
factional warfare in Afghanistan 
but can do little more than exert 
diplomatic pressure to stop the 
fighting, defence secretary 
Richard Cheney said on Tuesday. 

Cheney made his remarks at a 
news conference here. 

Asked whether Washington had 
a role to play in disarming the 
mujahideen, Cheney said that "we 
are concerned about the continued 
conflict inside of Afghanistan" and 
expressed hope the factions could 
■ resolve their differences, 
j But he added, "I don't know 
! that the United States has any role 
to play other than through diplo- 
macy to encourage resolution of 
that conflict and the restoration of 
order and stability inside of Afgha- 
nistan." 

Cheney did not specify what 
diplomatic steps the United States 
might take. 

Washington supported the 
rebels during the 1979-1989 Soviet 
occupation, but following the 
Soviet withdrawal in 1989 both 
Moscow and Washington pledged 
to stop helping both sides. 
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US welcomes 

interim Gouncil 

By Our MonitoVing Desk 

In Washington the United States 
welcomed the installation of the in- 
terim ruling Council of Afghanistan , 
reports BBC. 
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US says 
aid for Afghan 
reconstruction will 
be limited 

WASHINGTON: The United States 
believes there is now a good chance 
of ending the 1 3-year old Afghan war ! 
but a senior US official said that 
Wasiiington's ability to provide thei 
reconstruction aid would be limited. 

United Nations Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali said last Friday thatj 
an agreement was reached to set up | 
I a "pre-trhnsitional" council to run 
the country until an interim govern- 
ment could be appointed. 

The US President George Bushj 
shared some credit for this develop- 
ment, while talking to the reporters 
the same day '^We've long supported 
a pohtical settlement in Afghsuiistan 
and we view this negotiating process 
as a result of our sustained support j 
to end more than a decade of war by 
securing Afghans' self-determina- 
tion, Bush said." 

The Bush administration re 
quested $60 million for the fiscal 
year of 1992 for the humanitarian as- 
sistance in Afghanistan. The official 
said the money, if it was appropriated 
by the Congress, would form^the 
bulk of the US contribution for post- 
war reconstruction. 

The US official doubted whether 
the UN would be able to send a large 
peace-keeping contingent to 
Afghanistan, as it did to end die Cam- 
bodia's civil war. He said it was im- 
portant to seize this chance for peace 
or the fighting can enter into a new 
stage of ethnic conflict. "The sense is 
that if we don't take advantage of this 
at this time, things will become more 
difficult because the ethnic tensions, 
that have always existed in 
Afghanistan, have become more 
prominent," the official said. 

With the cold war over, 
Afghanistan has little strategic inter- 
est for the US. But Washington would 
like to see the country stable and is 
anxious that the vast stores of the US 
and Soviet weaponry there do not 
wind up in the international arms 
markets. 

The US also wants Afghanistan to 
join its war against drugs. It is the 
world's second largest producer of 
opium. 

The involvement of the guerrilla 
groups in the drug trade can make it 
difficult for Washington to aid 
Afghanistan since the US is prohib- 
ited firom aiding countries that are 
not actively fighting against the nar- 
cotics productions, trafficking and 
money laundering.— Reuters 

rS ':STERNATIOm 



/y-GHANis'iAN NEWS c:lipping 




F.P. Special Correspondent 

ISLAMABAD Iran is closelv 
|cooperating with Pakistan in 
bringing about an orderly and pea- 
ceful transfer of power under the 
UN auspices in Kabul, a foreign 
ministry spokesman said here on 
Saturday. 

At a special press briefing exclu- 
sively on rapid developments in 
Kabul, he said that no foul play 
should be attributed to Iran's cur- 
rent role in UN-sponsored peace 
efforts on Afghanistan. 

He was answering questions by 
correspondents that Iran was hel- 
ping Kabul in the form of military 
cover against Afghan mujahideen 
and that Iran was also trying to 
influence events in Kabul. 

Pakistan and Iran, the spokes- 
man said, were keeping a close 
contact with a view to facitating 
smooth transfer of power in 
Kabul. In this connection a special 
Irainian envoy had arrived in Isla- 
mabad and was holding discus- 
sions with authorities here. The 
special envoy was ambassador Mir 
xMahmood Moosvi who had also 
served as his country's envoy in 
Pakistan, the spokesman said. 

According to the spokesman, in 
the prevailing situation on Afgha- 
nistan, Pakistan's stand point was 
based on three essential elements. 
These were: 1) the avoiding of 
bloodshed, 2) maintenance of 
unity and territorial integrity of 
Afghanistan and 3) the peaceful 
and orderly transfer of power from 
present Kabul authorities to a 
council enjoying the support of 
mujahideen. Negotiations were 
going on with mujahideen leaders 
in Peshawar to seek their agree- 
ment on the composition of a 
council to which power should be 
transferred. 

The spokesman also informed 
correspondents at the special brie- 
fing, which will be held daily in 
view of the fast moving events on 
Afghanistan, of the current situa- 
tion in Kabul. He said on the basis 
of the reports which the foreign 
ministry was receiving from its 
mission, in Kabul at a fast pace, 
there had been some sporadic 
firing in the past 12 hours in Kabul. 
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However there was no movement 
of any force to attack the capital 
city. 

Replying to a question as to who 
was currently wieldini! power in 
Kabul after the exit of Najibullah. 
the spokesman said a group led bv 
chief of army staff general Nabi 
Azimi was in control of Kabul citv. 
Pakistan, the spokesman told 'a 
questioner, had not received any 
request of political asylum from 
Najib nor was it considering giving 
him anv. 

Asked how Pakistan viewed the 
confrontation of commander 
Masood with Hekmatyar and 
Masood's flirtation with the ruling 
Watan party, the spokesman said 
Pakistan did not want such a scena- 
rio in Afghanistan because that 
would mean bloodshed to which 
Pakistan was totally approved. 

He disagreed with a correspon- 
dent that the UN peace plan on 
which Benon Sevan was working 
had not only become redundant 
but was also virtually dead. He 
said both Pakistan and the UN 
were trying hard to make it work. 

Other major points made by the 
spokesman were as follows: 

— Benon Sevan was in close 
touch with Pakistan in order to 
make his plan a success; 

— At present there was a risk 
that if the concerned Afghan par- 
ties did not strike a compromise, 
there would a civil war which could 
endanger the territorial integrity 
of Afghanistan, "resulting in its 
disintegration; 

— Pakistan foreign ministry had 
no reports of clashes among muja- 
hideen groups so far; 

--■ The ministry had no confir- 
mation of the fall of western city of 
Herat to mujahideen; 

— The ministry also had no 
information about the departure 
of Hekmatyar for Afghanistan; 

— Pakistan was not being selec- 
tive in its contacts with mujahi- 
deen groups in Peshawar; 

— Pakistan was using its influ- 
ence on mujahideen to prevent 
bloodbath in Afghanistan; 

— Pakistan had no direct con- 
tact with the Kabul authorities yet; 

— According to foreign ministry 



information the KHAD chief had 
committed suicide; 

— Pakistan had given no dead- 
line to mujahideen groups to find 
out a solution to the current crisis, 
"i can't say whether we are seeking 
a majority agreement or a consen- 
sus agreement. We want to have a 
general agreeement". 

— The special briefing would be 
a daily feature until situation sta- 
balised in Afghanistan. 



Iran fears ethnic war, 
supports UN plan 



TEHERAN (AFP) — Iran war 
ned Saturday that a struggle to fill 
the power vacuum in Kabul could 
degenerate into an inter-ethnic 
war in neighbouring Afghanistan. 

Iran-based Afjghan Shi'ite muja- 
hideen meanwhile, urged govern- 
ment troops to join the mujahi- 
deen opposition and said they 
would be guaranteed amnestv. 

President Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani warned that certain 
unnamed parties were seeking "to 
sow discord and divide the Afg- 
hans at a time when they are on the 
verge of their final victory" after 13 
years of conflict. 

"We are ver}' worried over the 
fact that suspect hands are not allo- 
wing the country to remain united 
and seek to spark clashes between 
the different (anti-government) 
mujahideen groups", he said. 

As the main backer of Afghan 
Shi'ite mujahideen and as host to 
three million Afghan refugees, 
Iran has voiced concern over the 
rapidly deteriorating situation in 
Afghanistan. 

Its own economic 
woes, Teheran has supported 
United Nations peace moves that 
would allow the return of the refu- 
gees while working to ensure that 
the Shi'ite mujahideen are not iso- 
lated. 

Since the ouster Thursday of 
president Najibullah and a race to 
fill the power vacuum, with rival 
mujahideen groups converging on 
Kabul, Iran has repeatedly urged 
the rebels to join forces for a pea- 
ceful transfer of power. 

"Iran totally supports the efforts 
of the United Nations and of its 



envoy, Benon Sevan, and is ready 
to give any help necessary in this 
serious period for Afghanistan", 
foreign minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati said Saturday. 

Velayati, in a message to UN 
Secretary General Boutros Bou- 
tros-Ghali, voiced concern and 
regret that some Afghan groups 
were opposed to the UN peace eff- 
orts. 

Iran, which has always maintai- 
ned diplomatic ties with Kabul and 
has not commented officiallv on 
Najibullah 's fate, is home to the 
Islamic Unity Party (lUP), grou- 
ping nine Shi'ite resistance move- 
ments. 

In the mujahideen struggle since 
1979 against the Kabul govern- 
ment, which was backed by the 
former Soviet Union, the Shi'ite 
groups remain at odds politically 
with Sunni mujahideen operating 
from Pakistan. 

But Iran also has contact with 
Sunni groups, notably the Jamiat- 
e-Islami to which Tajik comman- 
der Ahmad Shah Masood is affilia- 
ted, though not the Pakhtoon- 
dominated Hezb-i-Islami of Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar. 

An lUP spokesman. ;'in a state- 
ment made available to AFP 
Saturday, called on soldiers to 
"join the ranks of the mujahideen 
and the people". The coalition was 
"on alert in all of Afghanistan" and 
working for a peaceful transition, 
he said. 

Abdolhagh Shafagh of the lUP 
warned that the situation was 
likely to worsen after the capture 
of Kabul, following the ouster of 
president Najibullah on Thursday. 
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Iran's role 




Iran denounces 



certain Afghan 



groups 



F.P. Bureau Report 

ISLAMABAD — A major Afg- 
han resistance group Friday accu- 
sed Iran of sending Revolutionary 
Guards and pilots to the Shindan 
airbase in Afghanistan to either 
recover aircraft there or to use 
them against mujahideen forces 
outside Kabul. 

The Pakistan-based Afghan 
News Agency (ANA) operated by 
the Hezb-i-Islami of Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar also said two military 
transport planes belonging to the 
"Kabul regime" had landed in the 
Iranian airbase of Mashhad pilo- 
ted by Iranians. 

ANA reports that Iran sent 60 
'Sipah-i-Pasdaran' including 20 
pilots to the Shindand airbase 
which is under the siege of the 
mujahideen of Farah. 

The Farah commanders took 
exception to this blatant interfe- 
rence by Iran and appealed to the 
world community to stop Iran 
from interference. 

The commanders feared that 
either Iran would fly all the mili- 
tary aircraft from the Shindand air- 
base to Mashhad or use them 
against the mujahideen who were 
poised to take over Kabul. 

AFP reported from Teheran 
that Iran voiced alarm over the 
deteriorating situation in Afghani- 
stan as Teheran worked diplomati- 
cally to secure a peaceful transition 

Iran works for 
peaceful transfer 
of power in 
Afghanistan 

TEHRAN (AFP) - Iran is 
working diplomatically to secure a 
peaceful transition of power in 
Afghanistan, Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati has said here. 

"A senior foreign ministry offi- 
cial is in contact with Pakistani au- 
thorities and the Afghan mujahed- 
den to ensure a calm transfer to the 
mujahedeen," Velayati told Tehran 
Radio in an interview broadcast 
Friday. 

He said Iran sought "a free, inde- 
pendent, Islamic and non-aligned 
Afghanistan" and reiterated Iranian 
support for a proposed United Na- 
tions settlement in the country. 



of power there. 

Iran, which backed the mujahi- 
deen and hosted three million 
refugees in 13 years of strife, is 
concerned about developments in 
Kabul. 

Iran, which has always maintai- 
ned diplomatic ties with Kabul and 
not commented officially on Naji- 
bullah's fate, is home to the Isla- 
mic Unity Party, grouping the nine 

Afghan delegation 
expected 

F.P. Report 

The Peshawar-based Afghan 
mujahideen are expecting the arri- 
val of some top officials from 
Kabul to negotiate the future set- 
up of Afghanistan, a source said. 

The source said that the delega- 
tion, led by foreign minister Abdul 
Wakeel, was already negotiating 
with commander Masud the ways 
and means to handle the tense 
situation in Afghanistan. 

According to the source, a dele- 
gation comprising four officials 
landed in Iranian city of Mashhad 
on Friday. 

The source said that it .was not 
possible to Hnk all these events for 
the restoration of peace, because 
the Kabul administration had not 
so far made any public statement 
on these visits. 



On Thursday Deputy Foreign 
Minister Alaeddin Bourujerdi 
stressed that Tehran "opposes the 
seizure of power in Kabul by a 
single group." ' 

"The nature of power in 
Afghanistan is important to Iran, as 
we have a long border with the 
country." 

In the 13-year-old mujahedeen 
struggle against the Kabul Gov- 
ernment, Tehran has backed Ira- 
nian-based Shiite groups that re- 
main at odds politically with Sunni 
rebels operating from Pakistan. 

The mujahedeen were closing in 
on Kabul Friday from the north and 
south after President Najibullah 
was stripped of all authority. 
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Afghan Shiite resistance move- 
ments. Teheran has supported 
Shiite groups that remain at odds 
politically with Sunni rebels opera- 
ting from Pakistan. 

But Teheran also maintains con- 
tact with the different Sunni 
groups based in Pakistan, notably 
the Jamiat-i-Islami, though not the 
Hezb-i-Islami of Gulbuddin Hek- 
matvar. 

Foreign minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati told Teheran radio that a 
senior foreign ministry official was 
in contact with Pakistan and the 
mujahideen "to ensure a calm 
transfer to the mujahideen." 

The absence of a legal authority 
in Kabul has pushed the country 
into a state of anarchy, experts 
believe. The country is moving 
towards bloodshed which may ulti- 
mately disintegrate the country. 

Experts fear that as Kabul was 
losing its control over remote areas 
there was the possibilities of the 
establishment of parallel govern- 
ments in such areas. The two 
major mujahideen groups led by 
Hekmatyar (Pakhtun), and com- 
mander Masud (Tajik) are strugg- 
ling to take control over Kabul. 

Meanwhile, the ruling Watan 
Party and the armed forces are also 
reportedly divided over the future 
of the country and the govern- 
ment. 

Velayati for 
peaceful transition 
of power in Kabul 

TEHRAN: Iran is working 
diplomatically to secure a peace- 
fid transition of power in 
Afghanistan, iiaman Fbreign Min- 
ister Aii Akbar ^^la^ said here. 

*A senior foreign hunistry of- 
ficial is in contact with tiie Pak- 
istani authorises and the Afghan 
Miyahideen to ensure a calm 
transfer to the Miyahideen,'* Ve- 
layati told Tehran Radio in an in- 
terview broadcast on FViday. 
, He said Iran sought "a free, 
independent Islamic, and non- 
aligned Afghanistan" and reiter- 
. ated the Iranian support for tlie 
UN-prop6sed settlement of the 
issue.— AFP 



.IHBHEWS 



TEHRAN (AFP) - Iran on 
Thursday denounced certain 
Afghan groups thai have mounted a 
major offensive against the Kabul 
government and reiterated its sup- 
port for a UN peace plan in 
Afghanistan. 

The Foreiizn Ministry, in a com- 
munique broadcast by Tehran Ra- 
dio, charged such factions with 
insatiable avidity' and criticized 
'inter-ethnic clashes that profit no 
one.' 

Informed sources in Kabul re- 
ported Wednesday that rival rebel 
units had fought among themselves 
as they advanced on the capital. 

'Iran will never support those 
who keep asking for more and 
wants to see an independent, united 
and non-aligned Afghanistan.' 

Iranian sources have said the 
20vemment here wants an 
'international solution' and does not 
look favorably on the miliuir\' of- 
fensive now under way on Kabul. 
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Iran denounces 

mujahideen 
groups attacking 
Kabul 

TEHERAN (AFP) — Iran on 
Thursday denounced certain Afg- 
han mujahideen groups that have 
mounted a major offensive against 
the Kabul government and reitera- 
ted its support for a UN peace plan 
in Afghanistan. 

The foreign ministry, in a com- 
munique broadcast by Teheran 
Radio, charged such factions with 
"insatiable avidity" and criticised 
"inter-ethnic clashes that profit no 
one." 

Informed sources in Kabul 
reported Wednesday that rival 
mujahideen units had fought 
among themselves as they advan- 
ced on the capital. 
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Tehran talks on UN 

■J 1 APR ''^Q^ 

efforts for peace 



Iran hails UN 

plan on 
Afghanistan 



NICOSIA, March 31: Iranian and 
Pakistani ministers discussed 
United Nations' efforts for peace in 
Afghanistan with a special UN 
envoy in Tehran on Monday, 
Tehran radio said. 

It did not say if Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati, Pakistan's 
Minister of State for Foreign 



interim neutral government can 
take power in Kabul in April. 

The President, looking weary, 
appeared on television addressing 
a gathering of religious leaders, 
academics, social figures and rep- 
resentatives of the capital's dis- 
tricts. 

"In the present sensitive condi- 



Affairs Mohammad Siddique Khan tions in the country, when the UN 

Kanju and UN envoy Benon Sevan peace process is forging ahead ... 

achieved any specific results. this is the duty of all people to 

But it quoted Velayati as saying ensure the unity and territorial 
after the meeting that Iran valued integrity of the country," he said. 
UN efforts for peace in Afghanis- 
tan and would continue pressing "Our countrymen must be 
for a settlement until a final solu- assured that the government of the 
tion was reached. republic of Afghanistan, the armed 

"We believe in the establishment forces and the forces for peace will 

of an independent and non-aligned fulfil their duties until the 



implementation of the peace plan," 
a semi-official translation of his 



Afghanistan with an Islamic iden- 
tity. Iranian and Pakistan officials 
and the Afghan people should con- 
tinue their talks to reach a just and 
speedy political solution," he said. 

Sevan, shuttling in the region to 
fine-tune a UN plan for setting up 

an Afghan assembly and forming led regime of Najibullah. 
an interim government, arrived in Najibullah said publicly 
Tehran from Islamabad on Sunday. 

Velayati met Sevan and Kanju 
separately before the three-way 
meeting. At the meeting with 
Sevan he pledged Iran's help in 
sending food to Afghanistan to 
fight an acute shortage there. 

Iran's IRNA news agency said a 
"major breakthrough" was 
expected following Mujahideen 
victories in northern Afghanistan 
and "the recent solidarity with the 



speech said. 

UN envoy Benon Sevan has said 
the UN will try to install a neutral 
government in Kabul by the end of 
April, to replace the Soviet-instal- 

this 

month that he would step down 
"the first day" a neutral govern- 
ment was installed and not insist on 
keeping any elements of his 
government intact. 

Since his statement, several lead- 
ing generals in his army have 
pledged their loyalty to King Zahir 
Shah, should he return to head the 
neutral government which is 
tasked with holding elections 



J, J, within two years. 
Afghan Mujahideen declared by a ^jpi^^^^^ ^ere saw the plea that 



large group of Af ghan military and ^ ^ans burv their differences as a 
Civilian officials. 

Iran and Pakistan both backed 
the Mujahideen in their 13-year 



war against the Kabul government 
and the ex-Soviet army. They have 
more than five million Afghan 
refugees between them. While 
backing the UN plan, Iran says it 
has shortcomings which it has 
never specified. 

NAJIB CALLS FOR UNITY: 
Afghan President Najibullah cal- 
led on Afghans on Monday to bury 
their differences and protect 
national unity at all cost until an 



reference to a major crisis in the 
country's north which has pitted 
ethnic Pushtoons against non-Push- 
toons. 



NICOSIA, April 11: Iran on 
Saturday hailed a UN plan for a rul- 
ing council to take power in 
Afghanistan and urged the Mujahi- 
deen to unite and secure a political 
victory in the fast moving process 
to end the 14-year Afghan civil war. 

Tehran Radio said Friday's 
announcement of the plan by UN 
Secretary-General Boutros Bout- 
ros-Ghali was an "important step 
towards a final resolution of the 
Afghan civil war... (which) raised 
hopes for a settlement in the near 
future." 

Boutros-Ghali said in Geneva 
that agreement had been reached 
to set up a 15-member "pre-transi- 
tional council" to take power from 
President Najibullah's government 
in Kabul. 

The plan was welcomed by Pakis- 
tan but rejected by hardline 
Afghan mujahideen rebel groups 
based there. 

Tehran Radio said the rebels 
could eremite new political prob- 
lems for Afghanistan if they 
insisted on their rejection of the 
plan, hammered out by UN special 
envoy Benon Sevan in weeks of 
shuttle diplomacy between Kabul, 
Islamabad and Tehran. 

"The Afghan Mujahideen groups 
can certainly achieve their desira- 
ble political victory through their 
unity at the negotiating table, 
said. 

There was no reaction yet to the 
Geneva announcement from 
Shi'ite Muslim Afghan rebel lead- 
ers based in Iran. Iran and Pakistan 

I together received five million 

I Afghan refugees. 



reiterates 
support to UN 
peace plan 

BEUING: Iranian Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati said on Thursday 
he could not confum an Iranian 
radio report that Afghan President 
Njyibullah had fled his country. 

In Kabul, sources in 
Afghanistan's ruling party said Na- 
jibullah was still there despite the 
rebel capture of a msgor airbase on 
'I\iesday. 

"I cannot confirm what has been 
said by our racijo," Velayati told a 
news coirfererice' in Beijing. ^t'syeC 
to be confirmed by officials in Iran". 

Iranian Radio said earlier a mili- 
tary council had taken power and 
Nsyibullah had fled. 

"We support the UN peace settle- 
ment and we strongly believe the 
only solution is a peaceful solution," 
Velayati said. 

"We are against any disintegra- 
tion of Afghanistan, we have said re- 
peatedly that all factions should par- 
ticipate in the future government to 
maintain the total integrity of 
Afghanistan." Velayati arrived in Bei- 
jing on Thursday from North Korea 
where he attended 80th birthday cel- 
ebrations for President Kim Il-Sung. 
He leaves later on Thursday. — 
Renter 
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Four Afghan 
servicemen fly 
into Iran 



BUSH: President George Bush 
said he was pleased with an agree- 
The crisis appears to have cooled ment announced by UN Secretary- 
the past week, with rebellious General Boutros Ghali on Friday 



m the past 
non-Pushtoon government militia 
commanders allowing some 
foodstuff and civilian traffic, but 
not military supplies, to reach 
Kabul over the Salang Road which 
links the capital to the northern 
borders of Afghanistan. — Renter/ 
AFP 



that is aimed at ending Afghanis- 
tan's 13-year civil war. 

"I welcome progress in Afghanis- 
tan," Bush told reporters at the 
White House on Friday. "We've 
long supported a political settle- 
ment in Afghanistan." 

Earlier, the US State Depart- 
ment: called it a "major step" 
toward self-determination for the 
Afghan people and ending, the 
"bloody" war. 

Department spokeswoman, Mar- 
garet Tutwiler said: 

"The United Nations Secretary- 
General and his special Represen- 
tative for .Afghanistan, Mr Benon 
Sevan, have laboured tirelessly to 
bring closure to the Afghan conflict 
during the four years since the sign- 
ing of the Geneva accords. 



TEHERAN (AFP) — The 
mystery over an Afghan plane that 
landed on Friday in eastern Iran 
thickened with the official IRNA 
news agency reporting that four 
unidentified servicemen were on 
board. 

Its arrival came one day after 
reports that Afghanistan President 
Najibullah was stripped of his 
powers after trying to flee the 
country. He was stopped by troops 
at Kabul airport and returned to 
the city. 

IRNA did not identify the men 
or their rank nor did it specify the 
type of aircraft involved, but the 
agency said the plane was parked 
on a strip used by the Iranian air 
force. 

The aircraft touched down at 
Mashhad airport after making a 
surprise entrance into Iranian air- 
space, Teheran Radio reported 
earlier 
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^Tehran 
backs 
Masood 



Iran throws 
its support behind 
Masood 



NICOSIA: Iran on Thursday threw its 
NICOSIA, April 24: Iran on support behind moderate Afghan 
iThursday threw its support behind guerrilla leader Ahmed Shah Masood 
moderate Afghan Mujahideen locked in a crucial standoff over 
leader Ahmed Shah Masood, Kabul with radical rival Gulbaddin 
locked in a crucial standoff over Hekmatyar. 

Kabul with radical rival Gulbadin Tehran made pubUc its prefer- 
I Hekmatyar. ence for Masood while repeating its 

Tehran made public its prefer- call for Miyahideen groups to unite 
lence for Masood, whose men con- ^nd secure an orderly transfer of 
trol northern Afghanistan and 
iwere reported to have entered 
Kabul, while repeating its call for 
Mujahideen groups to unite and 
secure an orderly transfer of 



power. 

Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Vel- 



power. 

Foreign minister Ali Akbar Velay- 
ati said Iran would support any gov- 
ernment which had the backing of 
the Afghan people and Miyahideen 
groups to take over from the present 
Kabul administration. 



ayati said Iran .^^^^l^ support any ^^^^^^^^ ^he pessimists' pre- 
government which had the backing ^ ^^^^^^^^^^^ 

of the Afghan P^^e ^^^^f of the Kabul regime has not come to 

remnlnts""^ of ousted president Pf .^'.^Ij^^ ^« s^temanship of 
NajibuUah's government. Miyahideen commanders and popu- 

"Fortunately, the pessimists' ^ar politicians, he said m remarks 
prediction of a bloodbath after the broadcast by Tehran radio. 



Iran votes for 
Masood 

TEHERAN (AFP) — Iran, 
which hosts millions of refugees 
from neighbouring Afghanistan 
and supports a Shia mujahideen 
coalition, gave its vote of confi- 
dence on Thursday to Masood in 
the struggle for power in Kabul. 

Foreign minister Ali .Akbar 
Velayati, quoted by Teheran 
Radio, described Masood as "the 
most courageous of all the military 
leaders of the mujahideen of Afg- 
hanistan under Soviet occupa- 
tion." 

"He has a very good past as a 
military chief, and now that it's 
matter of taking important politi- 
cal decisions, he is showing wis- 
dom," said Velayati. whose coun- 
try has called for a peaceful trans- 
fer of power. 

"We approve of Commander 
Masood. For friends and enemies, 
he's stil the Lion of Panjsher." 

FRONTIER POST 



fall of the Kabul regime has not 
come to pass, thanks to the states- 
manship of Mujahideen comman- 
ders and popular politicians," he 
said in remarks broadcast by 
Tehran Radio. 
Velayati, speaking in Mashhad. 



Velayati speaking in the north 

eastern city of Mashhad near the 
Afghan border lavished praise on Ma- 
sood who has vowed to defend Kabul 
firom attacks by rival groups. 
"He is known as *lion of Paiysher' 



near the Afghan border, lavished because he never allowed the Soviet 
praise on Masood, who has vowed forces to conquer the Pai\jsher val- 
to defend Kabul from attacks by ley., and now that it's time to make 
rival groups. very important political decisions he 

"He is known as "lion of has shown astuteness and good 
Pan j sheer" became he never statesmanship," the minister said, 
allowed the Soviet forces to con- Hekmatyar has said he would 
quer the Pan j sheer Valley... and order his men to storm Kabul if Ma- 
now that it's time to make very sood's forces and government troops 
important political decisions. He do not leave the security belt around 
has shown astuteness and good the capital by the end of Thursday. 

the minister In a clear reference to Hekmat- 
yar's ultimatum Iran's Foreign Min- 
istry Director General Mir Mahmoud 
Mousavl meeting the United Nations' 
Afghan mediator Benon Sevan in Is- 
lamabad "voiced concern about mili- 
tary moves by certain groups which 
threaten Kabul," Tehran Radio re- 
ported. —Renter 
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stateshmanship," 
said. 
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Iranian Consulate 
urges Afghan 
leaders to unite 

Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: The Iranian Consulate 
in Peshawar has urged the Afghan 
Miuahideen to be humble and tolerant 
so that Afghanistan could be put on 
the path of peace and progress. It 
said the Afghans had emerged victo- 
rious. 

In a statement issued here 
Wednesday, the consulate urged the 
Mi\jahideen not to fall prey to the di- 
visive tendencies as it could pit them 
against each other and invite the 
wrath of Allah. 

It assured the Afghans that Iran 
would like the previous status of 
Afghanistan as a neutral^ Islamic and 
independent state. 



Iran group 
voices 
support 
for Masood 

NICOSIA, April 21: Iran, a haven 
for Afghan refugees, said on Mon- 
day there was still a chance for a 
peaceful transfer of power in Kabul 
under a United Nations plan. 

Iran-based Afghan rebels also 
called for a peaceful settlement 
and voiced support for guerrilla 
leader Ahmad Shah Masood's 
alliance with defecting govern- 
ment troops. 

Tehran Radio said in a commen- 
tary that the Mujahideen's power 
could be divided if they continued 
wrangling. It warned of trouble if 
uncertainty caused by President 
NajibuUah's downfall last Thurs- 
day was allowed to drag on. 

The radio noted that UN envoy 
Ben on Sevan was trying to salvage 
a plan for a transitional council, 
despite Mujahideen and defecting 
troops taking control of major 
I cities and encircling Kabul. 

"But it seems the plan can still be 
I considered if it is extended so that 
' it is accepted by the main Mujahi- 
jdeen commanders, especially 
i because it has regional and interna- 
itional backing," the radio said. { 
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Iran recognises 
interim set-up 

TEHERAN (AFP) — Iran on 
Wednesday recognised the team 
led by SibghatuUah Mujaddedi in 
Kabul as the "new government for 
the trlansition period" in Afghani- 
stan. 

The Iranian foreign ministry 
stressed "the Islamic identity, the 
territorial integrity and unity of 
Afghanistan," according to a state- 
ment announced over Iranian tele- 
vjvii^n. 
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Saudi Arabia backs Pak 
efforts for Afghan solution: PM 



By Tariq Butt 

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sliarif has said that King Fahd fully 
supports Pakistan's intensified ef- 
forts for speedy settlement „of the 
1 3-year old Afghan conflict- 
He returned from Saudi Arabia 
on Tuesday after performing 
'umra.' He also had a meeting with 
the Saudi monarch. The Afghan 
issue was said to have come under 
discussion. 

"Riyadh is with us on our Afghan 
policy," the Prime Minister said ui a 
brief talk with The News at the 
Faisal Mosque late Tuesday night. 
He went there impromptJi to partic- 
ipate in the first day of the three- 
day Mehfil-e-Shabeena, 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif de- 
scribed his talks with the Saudi 
King as "useful and worthwhile." 
Riyadh has been generously provid- 



ing funds to meet various require- 
ments of Afghan Mujahideen and 
has always played a key role on the 
issue. 

The Prime Minister said like Pak- 
istan, King Fahd also wanted a 
prompt solution of the problem in 
accordance with the 'wishes' of the 
Afghan Miyahideen. "Nobody wants 
to ignore their sacrifices," he said. 

Answering a question, he said if 
necessary, he woidd convene a joint 
meeting of Afghan leaders in Islam- 
abad after Eidul Fitr to deliberate 
over the issue. A few weeks ago, the 
Prime Minister started meeting 
them separately in a bid to evolve a 
consensual solution. 

He embarked on this after 
Afghan hardliners and the Jamaat- 
e-Islami, headed by Senator Qazi 
Hussain Ahmad, came out in com- 
plete opposition to Islamabad's 
mjyor shift in its Afghan policy. 



The change took place when 
Pakistan extended full-fledged sup- 
port to the UN formula for solution 
of the Afghan issue. Islamabad de- 
clared that it would support efforts 
of the UN Secretary General's spe- 
cial envoy, Benon Sevan to hold an 
Afghan assembly in mid-April. 

The UN diplomat is shuttling 
mainly between Islamabad and 
Kabul to dismantle hurdles in his 
mission. He has often consulted 
Tehran as well. Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Mohammad Sid- 
dique Khan Kaivjo has just returned 
from Iran after consultations on the 
Afghan problem. 

Nawaz Sharif, who performed 
umra in his non-official capacity, 
said his talks with King Fahd also 
touched regional and international 
issues. He was thankful to the Saudi 
monarch for taking keen interest in 
Pakistan's economic well-being. 
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Saudi Arabia keeps low profile 

on Afghanistan 



MANAMA (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia, the main financial backer 
of Suni Afghan mujahideen, is 
treading cautiously and has abstai- 
ned from reacting to the rapidly 
unfolding events in Afghanistan. 

Riyadh, long involved in the 
Afghanistan issue, has still not 
spoken out on the ouster last 
Thursday of president Najibullah 
whose removal plunged the coun- 
try into confusion. 

It has refrained from judging the 
rivalries between different Afghan 
mujahideen groups, including 
those it has supported since the 
1979 start of the jihad (holy war) 
against the then-communist 
government in Kabul. 

The Saudi press was also restrai- 
ned in its comments Sunday. "Afg- 
han leaders must agree among 
themselves on plans and procedu- 
res to heal the wounds of the Afg- 
han people who have suffered 
long," the daily Asharq al-Awsat 
said. 

"The time has come for them to 



rest and enjoy the fruits of their 
accomplishments. " 
- It added that. Afghan mujahi- 
deert leaders must rise above their 
differences to rebuild a country 
destroyed by war, and that its soci- 
ety must not succumb to divisions 
after the major sacrifices over 13 
years of conflict. 

Another Saudi paper, Al-BUad, 
called on Afghan leaders to place 
stability in their country above the 
power struggle. 

The only Saudi move came 
before the departure of Najibul- 
lah, when its intelligence chief. 
Prince Turki al-Faisal, secretly 
visited Peshawar — a stronghold 
of the Afghan resistance — on 
April 9. 

He held talks with various lea- 
ders, including Rasul Sayyaf of the 
Ittihad-i-Islami and Younis Khalis 
of the Hezb-i-Islami (Khalis 
group) which have rejected a 
United Nations peace plan. 

Officially, Saudi Arabia assured 
former UN secretary-general 



Javier Perez de Cuellar during his 
visit to the Kingdom in September 
1991 that it supported the UN plan 
to set up a neutral transitional 
government. 

Besides major financial help, 
figures for which have never been 
publicised, Saudi Arabia has pro- 
vided political and diplomatic 
support for a coalition of seven 
Sunni Afghan mujahideen parties. 

The only estimates on the 
volume of Saudi help to the muja- 
hideen were provided by the US 
press which reported that Riyadh 
disbursed 525 million dollars 
among the mujahideen factions in 
1985 and 1986 alone. 

Clandestine aid by the US Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency for the 
same period totalled 500 million 
dollars, the reports said. 

Saudi Arabia has also tried to 
put forward a solution to the con- 
flict between the Afghan mujahi- 
deen and the former Soviet Union 
which suppported Najibullah's 
government. 
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Hekmatyar 

losing 
ground: US 

WASHINGTON, April 28: The 
United States has said the struggle 
for Kabul appeared to be going 
against the most hardline Afghan 
rebels. 

While admitting US intelligence 
out of Afghanistan was incomplete 
and sometime contradictory, State 
Department spokeswomen Mar- 
garet Tutwiler said. "It appears a 
coalition of resistance and militia 
groups headed by Mr Masood now 
controls most installations and has 
the dominant position in Kabul. 

"At this point Hekmatyar seems 
outclassed militarily and isolated 
politically, major commanders 
belonging to his own Pashtun 
ethnic group are now part of of the 
coalition against him." 

Hekmatyar's Hezb-i-Islami party 
said fighting continued and would 
go on until its conditions were met. 

In recent weeks, the United 
States has urged the rival rebels 
factions to lay down their arms and 
work with the United Nations in 
setting up a peaceful transfer of 
power. 

Tutwiler noted announcements 
of a ceasefire and said: "We hope 
that they are true, that fighting 
stops immediately, and that the 
Afghans proceed with a political 
resolution based on a broad-based 
transition mechanism in which the 
major Afghan groups are rep- 
resented." 

She also announced that the 
United States would make an ini- 
ial contribution of dollar two mill- 
ion this year towards UN efforts to 
repatriate Afghan refugees volun- 
tarily from Pakistan. 

"One of our principal goals for 
Afghanistan continues to be the 
return of the refugees in safety and 
dignity," she said. 

There are an estimated 2.8 mill- 
ion Afghan refugees in Pakistan 
and 2 million in Iran. — Renter. 
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UStoaid 
return of Afghan 
refugees 

WASHINGTON: State Department 
spokesman Margaret Tutwiler an- 
nounced Monday that the United 
States will make a $2 million initial 
contribution to the UN High Com- 
missioner for Refugees in support of 
the repatriation progranune for 
Afghan refugees in Pakistan in 1992. 

"Through this contribution, the 
United States will assist in the volun- 
tary repatriation of those Afghan 
refugees in Pakistan who wish to re- 
turn home," she said, noting that 
some 3000,000 refugees have par- 
ticipated in this programme since it 
began in 1990. 

"One of our principal goals for 
Afghanistan continues to be the re- 
turn of the refugees in safety and 
dignity," the spokesman stressed. 
Concerning the overall situation 

in Afghanistan, she said, "Our re- 
porting Ls incomplete and sometimes 
cohtriadictory Our assessment is that 
the former regime has completely 
collapsed, with Miy^ideen forces 
having infiltrated Kabul." 

Apparently a coalition of resis- 
tance and militia groups headed by 
Ahmed Shah Masood's coalition 
forces associated with Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar, a Muslim fundamental- 
ist. "At this point Hekmatyar seems 
outclassed militarily and isolated po- 
litically," she said. 

Resistance party leaders in Pe- 
shawar, in consultation with Masood 
and other commanders around 
Kabul, have chosen a council to tem- 
porarily take power in Kabul, she re- 
ported. 

Hitwiler expressed the hope that 
reports of a ceasefire in Kabul are 
'true and that the Afghans will pro- 
ceed with a "political resolution 
based on a broad-based transition 
mechanism in which the msyor 
Afghan groups are represented." 
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i Americans ^sked 
not to travel inside 
Afghanistan 

By Our Monitoring Desk 

The US government has forbid- 
den Its nationals from travelling in- 
side Afghanistan in view of thelear 
of their being made hostaqes, re- 
ports VOA. M ' «^ 

Tension is high in Afghanistan 
and Afghan government's authoritv 
IS receding. It is not clear in which 
area travel is safe. 

In view of deteriorating condi- 
tions, the US government has asked 
Its nationsals present in Afghanistan 
and US employees of international 
agencies not to travel inside Af- 
ghanistan. 
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OIC urges mujahideen to 
reach consensus 



Ibrahim* Bakr special representa- 
tive of the Organisation of the Isla- 
mic Conference in a press state- 
ment has said that at this historic 
occasion, when the leaders of the 
Afghan mujahideen are engaged 
in intensive consultations to esta- 
blish a mutually acceptable frame- 
work for a smooth peaceful and 
orderly transfer of power to muja- 
hideen, the entire Islamic world as 
well as the international commu- 
nity is intently and with great 
expectations looking forward to 
the early and successful conclusion 
of their efforts. 

He said "the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference is deeply con- 
cerned about fratricidal confronta- 
tion among our Afghan brothers 
which could have incalculably 
disastrous consequences for Afg- 
hanistan and negate the very pur- 
pose of the long jehad. It there- 
fore, strongly appeals to the Afg- 
han mujahideen particularly their 
political and military leaders not to 
lose this opportunity and to unite 
their efforts in the higher national 
interests of Afghanistan at this 
decisive moment, when the des- 
tiny, indeed the very survival of a 
united, sovereign Islamic nation is 
at stake." 



The special representative for 
Afghanistan also delivered a mes- 
sage of the secretary general, of 
OIC Dr Hamid Alghabid, which 
strongly urged the leaders of the 
Afghan mujahideen to exercise 
utmost restraint so as to ensure a 
peaceful and orderly transfer of 
power, which was of vital impor- 
tance to preserve the national 
unity, territorial integrity, sover- 
eignty, political independence and 
Islamic character of Afghanistan. 

The message added that thanks 
to Almighty Allah, the noble goals 
of the Afghan jehad have been 
attained by our mujahideen brot- 
hers. It is now incumbent upon 
them to unitedly endeavour to 
alleviate the sufferings of the Afg- 
han people and for ensuring peace , 
progress and prosperity of Afgha- 
nistan. 

The Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference, which has from the 
very beginning lent its unswering 
support of the Afghan mujahideen 
reiterates its principled commit- 
ment to this noble cause and its 
determination to spare no efforts 
towards the effective realisation of 
the legitimate aspirations of the 
mujahid people of Afghanistan. 



While concluding, the message 
said that the OIC also fully suppor- 
ted the appeal of the custodian of 
the two holy mosques. King Fahid 
bin Abdul Aziz to the Afghan 
mujahideen to unite for peace and 
national unity of Afghanistan and 
urges the mujahideen to respond 
to this Islamic appeal. 

The Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference delegation headed by 
Ibrahim Bakr, which is in Pesha- 
war has extended its stay in the city 
to continue making relentless eff- 
orts to help in reaching a final 
agreement on the current Afghan 
situation. 
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OIC appeals 
for restraint 

NICOSIA (Reuter) — The 
Organisation of the Islamic Confe- 
rence (OIC) called on Afghan 
mujahideen Friday to exercise 
restraint and expressed the hope of 
a smooth transfer of power to an 
interim administration. 

OIL secretary-general Hamed 
al-Ghabid expressed the "hope 
that the process of transfer of 
power to an interim administration 
will be smooth and lead to effec- 
tive exercise of right of self-deter- 
mination by the people of Afgha- 
nistan." 

The Jeddah-based OIC said the 
removal of Najibullah had cleared 
the way for the restoration of 
peace in Afghanistan. It said Gha- 
bid was sending a representative to 
the region to help in the search of a 
comprehensive political settle- 
ment. 



Russia, US warn 
against hostile acts 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia 
and the United States agreed on 
Thursday on the need to take pre- 
cautions against potential "hostile 
acts" directed at the Russian 
embassy and other foreign mis- 
sions in Kabul, ITAR-TASS news 
agency said. 



Central Asians want 



^ Russia not to 
intervene 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia 
said on Thursday it would not 
intervene in Afghanistan following 
news that President Najibullah 
had been ousted, ITAR-TASS 
news agency said. 

Russian Govt 
meets over 



friendly ties with people of 
Pakistan, Afghanistan 



jaj NEJyS mTERNAHONJL 
Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: Professor Rasul Amin, 
director, Writers Union of Free 
Afghanistan (WUFA), has said there 
was tremendous amount of goodvdll 
in the Central Asian Republics for 
the people of Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. 

Talking at an Iftar-dinner hosted 
by him for journalists here Thurs- 
day upon his return from a trip to 
Central Asia, he however, added 
that the republics neighbouring 
Afghanistan wanted quick and 
peaceful end to the Afghan conflict 
to be able to forge friendly ties with 
their neighbours. He said the Cen- 
tral Asians were also worried that a 
fundamentalist Islamic government 
may be installed in Afghanistan. 

Professor Rasul Amin felt the 
rulers, intellectuals and even the 
people in the Central Asian re- 
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publics looked to Turkey as the role 
model for building a secular politi- 
cal system in their countries. He 
said the Turk-origin peoples of 
Uzbekistan, Kazakhgstan, Kkghizis- 
tan and Turkeminstan also felt affin- 
ity with Turkey and hoped that 
Turkey as with its links in Europe 
would serve for them as a window 
to the West. The exception, he said, 
was Persian-speaking Tajikistan 
where the Tajiks felt drawn towards 
Afghanistan, Iran and Pakistan. 

The WUFA director thought the 
Central Asian repubHcs with their 
developed infrastructure and excel- 
lent communication facilities were 
poised to accelerate their develop- 
ment activities raise life-standards 
of their people. 

He felt Tsyikistan was the most 
democratic RepubUc in Central Asia 
and Turkmenistan the most author- 
itarian. Kirghlzistan, he opined, was 



ahead in undertaking economic re- 
forms. He felt nationalist senti- 
ments were spreading, compelUng 
Russians, to migrate from Central 
Asian republics. 

Professor Amin, accompanied by 
Abdullah Jan Khalil of the Area 
Study Centre (Central Asia) of Pe- 
shawar University, had primarily un- 
dertaken the two-week trip to invite 
Central Asian Scholars to attend a 
WUFA seminar in Peshawar from 
April 21-23. The seminar is titled 
"The impact of nascent Soviet 
changes on Central Asia and the re- 
gion. 

Professor Amin hoped seven 
academics from Tajikistan, Kaza- 
khstan, Uzbekistan, Kirghistan and 
possibly Turkmenistan would attend 
the Peshawar seminar. Afghan, Pak- 
istani, Iranian and Turk scholars 
have also been invited to speak at 
the seminar 



Afghan crisis 

MOSCOW (Reuiery — Senior 
Russian Ministers met in emergency 
session on Thursday to discuss the 
crisis in Afghanistan and the fate of 
over 100 former Soviet citizens still 
in the countrv, one a close Moscow 
ally. 

Television news said President 
Boris Yeltsin ordered the meeting 
of his top defence, security and 
foreign affairs aides to discuss ways 
to ease the crisis and protect citizens 
of Russia and other Commonwealth 
countries. 

The Minister decided to dispatch 
a special envoy to the Afghan Cap- 
ital Kabul to explore mediation in 
the conflict and to seek the release 
of prisoners of war from 10 years of 
Soviet militarv intervention that 
ended in 1989.' 

The Russian television report said 
the number of citizens from the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States now in Kabul - Embassy 
staff, trade representatives, jour- 
nalists and others - had been re- 
duced in recent davs from 300 to 
130. 

It said all one dozen military 
specialists, mainly advisers to the 
Afghan Government, had been 
withdrawn. 
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A mujahideen soldier of the J amiat-i-Islami faction positions himself atop an armoured per- 
sonnel carrier (APC) on Sunday, several hundred meters before the presidential palace in 
Kabul. The Kabul government fell on Saturday as rival mujahideen factions, Jamiat-i- 
Islami and Hezb-i-Islami, fight for control of the city.— AFP photo 

Despite aiding mujahideen US 

influence minimal 



WASHINGTON (APP) — As 
Afghan mujahideen take control 
of Kabul, the United States is exer- 
cising little influence despite years 
of military collaboration with the 
mujahideen who have now emer- 
ged victorious. 

In part the reduced American 
role demonstrates the transience 
of alliances bought with arms 
supplies. American leverage dimi- 
nished quickly once military aid 
was cut off last year in a bid to 
foster a settlement of the 13-year 
civil war. 

But some regional diplomats 
and scholars also say that as the 
struggle reaches a climax, pru- 
dence may dictate that Washing- 
ton let events run their own 
course. 

"The warring sides in Afghani- 
stan have their own agendas, often 
in conflict with those of their exter- 
nal supporters," Kenneth Katz- 
man, a regional analyst at the Con- 
gressional Research Service, said 
in a briefing paper on United Sta- 
tes policy options issued as the 
government of President Najibul- 
lah collapsed. 

And Barry Rubins, a foreign 
policy fellow at the John Hopkins 
School for Advanced Internatio- 
nal Studies, said that by quietly 
supporting United Nations media- 
^on efforts an d urging a peaceful 
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end to the war, the Bush adminis- 
tration may also be seeking to shel- 
ter itself from blame should diplo- 
macy collapse into renewed figh- 
ting. 

"Anything they can work out 
will be acceptable to the United 
States," he said of the negotiations 
that are still continuing. "And if it 
breaks down, it is a UN responsibi- 
lity, not the US responsibility, to 
handle it." 

At the moment, American eff- 
orts are concentrated in three 
areas, none of them highly visible. 

The first goal is to back up 
United Nations mediators by 
quietly discussing their aims with 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and indi- 
rectly Iran, along with mujahideen 
themselves. 

The second is to ensure that 
relief supplies continue to be deliv- 
ered. After Pakistan rushed in 
10,000 tons of wheat to Kabul to 
help stabilise- the situation,- the 
United States also shipped the 
same amount of food to the Afg- 
han capital. 

The third is to try to retrieve 
some of the advanced arms, like 
Stinger missiles, that are still in the 
hands of mujahideen, an objective 
that is hard to achieve and that the 
administration refuses to discuss in 
detail. 

Beyond these limited efforts, 
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American experts said, it makes 
sense for the United States to play 
a cautious game as long as the 
power struggle seems to be brea- 
king the way it prefers. | 

The cautious approach also pre- i 
serves avenues for exerting future ^ 
influence, perhaps using generous 
economic aid, should a coalition i 
emerge that is strong enough to 1 
govern amid the turmoil of a i 
devastated country. Such a coali- 
tion, experts said, might bring 
together militia who abandoned I 
the government of Najibullah only 
recently and joined in a partners- 
hip with the mujahideen led by 
Ahmad Shah Masood, who has the 
implicit support of the Bush 
administration. 

Robert Oakley, a former United 
States ambassador to Pakistan 
who now studies the region at the 
Peace Institute in Washington, 
said tkat^Washington should seek 
to exert continuing influence, per- 
haps through an economic aid pro- 
gramme in Afghanistan. 

But he acknowledged that 
United States influence throug- 
hout the region is modest. 

Oakley said humanitarian aid 
should be increased if only to 
repay what he called a debt owed 
to the Afghans for their role in 
toppling the Soviet empire. 



US encouraged 
by Masood 's 
stance 

WASHINGTON (USIS) — State 
Department Spokesperson Mar- 1 
garet Tutwiler said on April 23, that 
the United States is "very encour- 
aged" by Afghan resistance leader 
A ^med Shah Masood's calls for 
broad representation in a new ruling| 
body for Afghanistan. 

in our view, this is the path tol 
resolution of the Afghan conflict,"] 
the spokesman said. 

"Discussions are continuing) 
among resitance groups on forming] 
a new government. The UN Secret- 
ary-General's special representative] 
for Afghanistan continues to assist] 
in these negotiations," she noted. 

Commenting on the current situa- j 
tion in Afghanistan, she said Kabul 
remains calm, and the ruling council i 
in the capital and resitance leaders | 
outside the city are in contact. 

She said the United States regrets I 
the "tragic" death of an Internai- 
cional Committee of the Red Cross! 
worker who was shot outside Kabul I 
on April 22. "We repeat our call for 
all sides to exercise restraint and to 
respect the safety of international] 
representative," she said. 

"We continue to urge all Afghan 
factions to cooperate with the Un- 
ited Nations representative, Benon 
Sevan," the spokesman stressed. 
"We support his efforts to assist in 
finding a way for a peaceful and or- 
derly transfer of power to a new gov- 
ernment that enjoys broad sup- 
ports." 

She recalled that the United 
State, in^its September 13, 1991 ag- 
reement with the former Soviet 
Union, sought to achieve "the with- 
drawal of major weapons systems 
from Afghanistan." In answer to 
questions, she said the United States 
is "actively working" toward that 
objective, but she did not elaborate. 

Asked about the fate of former 
Kabul-regime President Najibullah 
who remains in the captial, she re- 
plied, "This is a very sensitive situa- 
tion. 
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Indian interests 



safe in emerging Afghan 
power structure 
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India and Pakistan are in no way working at cross purposes at 
this particular moment while dealing with the Afghan situation 



By our correspondent 

NEW DELHI: The Indian govern- 
ment has come to the conclusion 
that its interests would be fully safe- 
guarded in any re-alignment of po- 
litical forces that might emerge in 
the struggle for power in 
Afghanistan. 

According to a news agency re- 
port, the government had made this 
assessment after monitoring the 
emerging situation in Afghanistan 
and establishing contacts with vari- 
ous groups working out an interim 
political arrangement. 

India was in touch with Pakistan 
too on the developing situation and 
both were among a group of coun- 
tries which had made a joint de- 
marche to the Afghan government 
to ensure a safe exit for the deposed 
President Najibullah. 



India and Pakistan were in no 
way working at cross purposes at 
this particular moment while deal- 
ing with the Afghan situation, feel 
political analysts here. 

Meanwhile, India on Tuesday as- 
sured the people of Afghanistan that 
it would continue to extend all co- 
operation to the United Nations in 
restoring peace and stability in their 
country 

Minister of State for External Af- 
fairs Eduardo Faleiro said in the 
Lok Sabha that the government of 
India was interested in the indepen- 
dence and sovereignty of 
Afghanistan. 

He announced that deposed 
Afghan President Mohammed Na- 
jibullah was still in Kabul in the UN 
mission. Though there has been no 
formal request from him for asylum 
in India, there were "feelers in this 



regard." 

The Minister was replying to a 
query of CPI-M member Saifuddin 
Chowdhary who wanted to know 
the government stand in view of re- 
ports which alleged fundamentalist 
forces were trying to form a gov- 
ernment in Afghanistan. 

Later, an External Affairs Min- 
istry spokesman said that the gov- 
ernment was actively considering 
"certain communications" made to 
it by the new chief of the 
Afghanistan Embassy here. He did 
not disclose the contents of the 
communication of Afghan Charge 
d'affaires Ziauddin Nasery 

The spokesman also said he was 
was not aware if any efforts were 
being made to arrange a meeting 
between Dr NsyibuUah and UN Sec- 
retary General Boutros Ghali who is 
arriving in India on Hiesday 



Threat to kill 

Najib if he 
comes to India 

SRINAGAR, ^-^Pril 23: Muslim 
militants waging a struggle for 
independence of Kashmir 
threatened on Wednesday to assas 
sinate deposed Afghan President 
Najibullah if he came to India. 

Al- Jehad (Holy War), one of a 
dozen groups fighting for an end to 
Indian rule in Kashmir, said death 
squads would be sent to New Delhi 
if Najibullah landed there. 

The group issued the threat in a 
statement read out to reporters by 
telephone. "Najibullah is anti-Mus- 
lim'', it said. "It has been decided 
that death squads will be created to 
eliminate him". 

Najibullah, who wun deposed last 
Thrusday, is in hiding at a United 
nations building in Kabul. 

UN special envoy Benon Sevan 
has been trying to negotiate his 
safe passage out of the country, but 
has said talks with rebel leaders 
encircling Kabul are still in prog- 
ress. . — Reuter 
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Najib wanted to come to India: Rao 



NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indian 
prime minister, P.V. Narasimha 
Rao said Tuesday, he was unaware 
of deposed Afghan president Naji- 
bullah's travel plans, but knew he 
had wanted to come to India. 

"Najibullah had wanted to come 
to India," Rao told reporters, 
without indicating whether the for- 
mer Afghan ruler had communica- 
ted his plans to the Indian govern- 
ment prior to his overthrow. 

The statement fanned specula- 
tion that India would be Najibul- 
lah's probable destination if he 
were allowed to leave Kabul, 



where he is reportedly holed up in 
a United Nations office. 

"All kind of rumours are circula- 
ting and the position will be known 
by (Tuesday) evening," said Rao, 
referring to messages New Delhi 
received from its mission in Kabul 
late Monday saying that Najibul- 
lah was fleeing to India. 

Senior government officials and 
security men awaited him in vain at 
a military section of New Delhi's 
Indira Gandhi International Air- 
port until Tuesday morning. 

Later, an Indian minister told 
parliament that Najibullah, has 



sent New Delhi "feelers" about the 
possibility of taking shelter in 
India. 

Deputy foreign minister, Edu- 
ardo Faleiro in a statement told the 
Indian parliament's lower house 
that India would "concretise" any 
"specific request" from Najibullah 
through the United Nations, and 
added that he was reported safe in 
the Kabul UN complex. 

"Najib is safe and he is in the UN 
office in Kabul," the minister said, 
adding that New Delhi was in con- 
tact with the UN officials in the 
Afghan capital and various groups 
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now vying for power in Afghani- 
stan. 

Faleiro said Delhi had received 
"feelers" from Najibullah for shel- 
ter in India, but did not specify the 
channel through which the feelers 
had been sent or when. 

New Delhi had been friends 
with the Najibullah government, 
which was a foe to India's own 
regional rival, Pakistan. 

Faleiro told MPs that Najibullah 
so far has not sought political 
asylum in India, referring to the 
country's policies only to provide 
refugee status. 
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limited 
Afghanistan 
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WASHINGTON: The United States, 
which backed Afghan Miyahideen 
fighting to topple a succession of So- 
viet-backed regimes in Kabul, has 
'very few" interests at stake in 
Afghanistan, once its main pre-occu- 
pation, American officials say. 

They cited the end of the cold 
war and the fact that the former So- 
viet Union no longer has military 
presence in the country near the oil- 
producing Persian Guif as the main 
reasons for the US laid-back stance 
to the unfolding events in 
Afghanistan. 

With the fall of Nqjibullah, Amer- 
ican officials say their primary con- 
cern is that a reasonable level of sta- 
bility returns to Afghanistan so that 
it does not destabilise Pakistan or 
the newly emerging independent 
states in central Asia. 

Publicly, the Bush administration 
is urging all sides to show restrs^int 
and cooperate with the United Na- 
tions in implementing its peace plan 



for Afghanistan. 

Those statements of principle 
aside, an unnamed Americar^ 
Afghanistan policy expert wat? 
quoted as saying in the New York 
Times Friday that "most people in 
the US government have long since 
come to the conclusion that our ob- 
jectives for Afghanistan are pretty 
limited, and for that matter, so is our 
ability to influence the outcome." 

"What we basically want," the of- 
ficial said, "is an Afghanistan that 
does not destabilise its neighbours, 
like Pakistan and the central Asian 
republics, where we do have impor- 
tant interests. We don't want a boil- 
ing Afghanistan exporting radicalism 
to the central Asian republics when 
they are just coming of age." 

That requires a modicum of in- 
ternal stability, the official said. Ex- 
actly how Afghanistan is ruled does 
not concern the United States, pro- 
vided that there is a basically func- 
tioning central government with a 



reasonably broad base, he said. With 
that, he went on to say, refugees m 
Pakistan and Iran will feel comfort- 
ably going home. 

American officials say that if they 
had to bet on which Mujahideen 
leader would emerge at the top, they 
would choose Ahmad Shah Masood. 
Still, they say that they expect that 
all seven of the factions that have 
been based in Peshawar, as weU as 
repre.sentatives of deposed kmg 
Zahir Shah, wiU make a bid. 



Najib should be allowed to ' 
leave Kabul, says US officia 

Washington pledges to continue supporting 
United Nations peace process 



Reuter 

WASHINGTON: The United States 
on Friday said deposed Afghan 
president Najibullah was still in 
Kabul and officials said he should 
be allowed to go into exile. 

State Department spokesman 
Richard Boucher told reporters "we 
understand Nayib is still in Kabul" 
but said the government would have 
no comment about his exact where- 
abouts. 

Asked if the US believed Najibul- 
lah should be allowed to flee the 
country, a senior US official who 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
said, "I don't think it serves any 
purpose to complicate the process. 
(UN Special envoy) Sevan is going 
1 to have to try to work out arrange- 



ments for a peaceful transition... So 
it's just as well if he's out." US offi- 
cials have said previously there are 
a number of places where Najibul- 
lah could go into exile. In the sur- 
rounded Afghan capital, Sevan held 
intensive negotiations with govern- 
ment officials following the over 
throw of Najibullah. 

Boucher said thfe US continued 
to support Sevan fully and called on 
all factions in Afghanistan to allow 
him and other international repre 
sentatives to move about the coun 

try freely ^ 

In addition to public calls for the 
US-backed rebels to halt their fight- 
ing and participate in a peaceful 
transition of power, Boucher said, 
Washington had been in dhrect pri- 
vate contacts with the guerrillas. 



US for political 
solution in 
Afghanistan 

WASHINGTON (USIS) — State 
Department Spokesman Margaret 
Tutwiler said April 15 that the Un- 
ited States was urging the Afghan 
resistance to pursue a political 
rather than a military solution to its 
protracted war with authorities in 
Kabul. 

Noting there have been recent re- 
ports of rapid advances towards 
Kabul by Afghan resistance forces, 
she said "the situation remains very 
unclear, but it appears that some re- 
gime strong points have fallen." 

The developments "do not alter'' 
the US conviction that the only "ef- 
fective" solution to the Afghan con- 
flict will be a political one, the 
spokesman said, warning that "there 
is a danger that current military op- 
erations will only lead to more fight- 
ing and bloodshed." 

"The Afghan resistance has 
fought a long and bitter struggle for 
self-determination," Tutwiler said. 
"They are now on the verge of 
achieving their goal of self-determi- 
nation for the Afghan people, but 
would risk a prolonged and pointless 
conflict if they pursue a military op- 
tion," which will not bring reconcili- 
ation. . , J J 
"We urge all parties involved and 
particulariy the forces of the Afghan 
resistance to use this opportunity to 
pursue a final settlement through 
political means with the assistance 
of the UN secretary general and his 
special representative for Afghanis- 
tan," the spokesman said. The Un- 
hed States strongly supports the key 
role of the United Nations "in bring- 
ing the Afghan people together," 
she added. "We're calling on people 
to work through a political 
mechanism and not use one of the 
military and violence." 
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US asks Afghans 
to cooperate 
with UN 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — The 
United States asked all factions m 
Afghanistan on Thursday to coo- 
perate with the United Nations to 
avoid chaos in the wake of the fall 
of President Najibullah. 

"We call on all the parties to 
support the UN efforts there , to do 
whatever they can to ensure that 
this is a peaceful transition", said 
state department spokeswoman, 
Margaret Tutwiler. 

"Why go on a rampage and start 
killing people because you're 
happy", she said, clearly fearing 
that mujahideen will sack Kabul. 

The spokeswoman did not say a 
word welcoming the resignation of 
Najibullah, even though the 
United States has pushed for his 
resignation since the Soviet army 
pulled out of Afghanistan in 1989. 

Since the end of last year, Was- 
hington has assumed a low profile 
while the United Nations led the 
negotiations for a peaceful solu- 
tion to the conflict. 

On Wednesday, Tutwiler asked 
the mujahideen,' which for years 
were armed by the United States, 
to stop their advance on Kabul to 
allow the United Nations to nego- 
tiate a peaceful solution to the con- 
flict. 

UN special envoy Benon Sevan 
was negotiating on Thursday with 
the mujahideen and the remnants 
of the central government to form 
a transition government. 
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Washington 

calls for 
restraint 

WASHINGTON, April 15: The 
United States, which for years 
armed Afghan Mujahideen battl- 
ing the communist government in 
Kabul, on Wednesday urged them 
to stop fighting and accept a UN- 
brokered peace deal. 

Washington seemed , alarmed at 
the rapid collapse of Afghan Presi- 
dent Najibullah's forces and the 
speedy advance of Mujahideen 
towards Kabul. 

"There is a danger that current 
military operations will only lead 
to more fighting and bloodshed," 
said State Department spokeswo- 
man Margaret Tutwiler. Reuter. 
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WASHINGTON: The United States 
Friday warmly welcomed the UN 
Secretary G^eneral's amxouncement 
on an agreement in principle among 
the Afghan parties to form a pre- 
transitional council to monitor next 

steps in a political settlement of the next steps in a political settlement of 
Afghan conflict. the Afghan conflict. He has an- 

US President Bush told reporters nounced that the understanding also 
Friday at the White House that he calls for a cessation of hostilities, a 
was pleased with the agreement an- declaration of general amnesty and 



Bush pleased over agreement on Afghanistan 



nounced Friday 

"I welcome progress in 
Afghanistan," Bush said, "We've long 
supported a political settlement in 
Afghanistan." 

State Department spokeswoman, 
Margaret Tutwiler also issued a writ 



guarantees of safety and security for 
all Afghans. 

The United States warmly wel- 
comes this accomplishment. It is a 
msyor step toward self-determination 
for the Afghan people and ending 
over a decade of bloody war. During 



ten statement Friday saying,"The i that period, the United States has 
formation of a pre-transition council consistently supported Afghan self- 
can be the first step toward political determination through a political 
settlement and reconciliation and settlement and safe return for mil- 
peace in Afghanistan... But, it is only lions of Afghan refugees. US support 
a beginning and much hard work re- for the UN Secretary>General's ini- 
mains to be done." 

Following is the text of TXitwiler's 
statement: 

The UN Secretary General an- 
nounced today an agreement in prin- 
ciple among the Afghan parties to 
form a pre-transitional council to 
take power in Kabul and oversaw the 

UN plan redundant 

p.p. Report 

The UN secretary-general's 
plan to set up a 15-member pre- 
transition council to take over 
power from Gen. Najib and to 
establish an interim government in 
Afghanistan have become redun- 
dant as the Afghan mujahideen 
have floated a list of 38-member 
council for setting up of an interim 
government in Kabul. 

According to a source the list 
was agreed upon at a meeting of 
the Afghan mujahideen in Pesha- 
war on Tuesday. The meeting was 
attended by all the major seven 
parties and small groups of the 
Afghan mujahideen. The source 
said that the list came under consi- 
deration at a meeting in Islamabad 
presided over by the prime mini- 
ster Nawaz Sharif. 

The meeting was convened by 
the prime minister yesterday. A 
special plane took the mujahideen 
leaders to Islamabad on Wednes- 
day from Peshawar. The chief of 
Hezb-i-Islami Engineer Hekma- 
tyar did not attend the meeting as 
he was busy at his head quarter at 
Shamshatoo, watching the war 
front near Kabul. He is reportedly 
in touch with his commanders over 
wireless. 

A source said that the mujahi- 
deen have told the officials in Isla- 
mabad that they would not talk to 
the UN mediator ovei- his plan anV 
more. They said that Benon Sevan 
have lost the confidence of the 
Afghan mujahideen. 

FRONTIER POST 



tiative to help bring about a settle- 
ment has been the centre piece of 
our policy on Afgharustan. 

The UN Secretary General and 
his Special Representative for 
Afghanistan, Mr Benon Sevan, have 
laboured tirelessly to bring closure 
to the Afghan conflict during the 
four years since the signing of the 
Geneva accords. The Afghan parties 
and the international conununity are 
also to be congratulated for taking 
the steps necessary to initiate this 
process. 

The formation of a pre-transition 
council can be the first step toward 
political settlement and reconcilia- 
tion and peace in Afghanistan. But, 
it is only a begiiming and much hard 
work remains to be done. 



America fears 
anarchy 



The United States calls upon all 
the Afghan sides to work for the 
good of their country and cooperate 
with the United Nations Secretary 
General and his special representa- 
tive in following through on creation 
of the council and in the funher 
steps required. We urge all parties to 
honor the call for a cessation of hos- 
tilities and guarantees of safety for 
all Afghans. We also call upon mem- 
bers of the international community 
to give strong backing to this pro- 
cess. 

The United States pledges con- 
tinued strong support for the United 
Nations Secretary General's initia- 
tive and the right of the Afghan peo- 
ple to self-determination and peace. 
—Agencies 
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WASfflNGTON, April 16: The 
United States, which for a decade 
financed a proxy war aimed at oust- 
ing Afghan's ruling regime, warned 
on Thursday that the country could 
be headed towards anarchy after 
President Najibullah's fall from 
power. 

State Department spokeswoman 
Margaret Tutwiler reiterated 
Washington's earlier call for all fac- 
tions to cooperate with the United 
States on a peaceful transition of 
power. 

She said the United States under- 
stood NajibuUah "has resigned and 
remains in Kabul." 

"We know that there are coun- 
tries where he could seek asylum 
but we are not going into any 
details at this time," she added. 

Tutwiler described the situation 
in Kabul as fluid and asserted: "Re- 
gime control is rapidly collapsing." 

Under questioning at the daily 
news briefing, she acknowledged 
that the United States had long 
argued that Najibullah, until last 
December propped up by the 
former Soviet Union, would have to 
step aside as part of a settlement of 
Afghanistan's civil war. 

But she said that at the moment 
"what we are most concerned 
about is in this.. .confusion and dis- 
ruption, that it does not spin into-., 
blood and violence." 

Asked if the US government was 
concerned the sitution could "de- 
teriorate into anarchy," she 

DAWN 



replied, "Yes, we do." 

Kabul Radio attacked Najibullah 
for illegally resigning and leaving a 
"power vacuum and violence in the 
country." 

The lengthy broadcast pledged 
that the government would con- 
tinue to back UN efforts to bring 
peace to the war-ravaged nation 
through a neutral transitional 
council in Kabul. 

It appealed to the army, mem- 
bers of parliament and government 
servants to back its efforts. 

"Soldiers, officers and armed 
forces generals, wherever you are, 
bravely implement your holy 
icsponsihilirics," it Nuid. 

The United States implores "all 
people, all factions, to please 
handle this in a way the UN is 
suggesting, and they're there on 
the ground, for a peaceful transi- 
tion," Tutwiler added. 

UN special envoy Benon Sevan 
was holding talks in the Afghan 
capital trying to work out a formula 
that would give Afghanistan a 
chance for a peaceful transfer of 
power after 14 years of war. 

Even more explicitly than on 
Wednesday, Tutwiler called for all 
parties to lay down their guns. 

Tutwiler said despite such 
moves, negotiations continued 
under UN auspices on establishing 
a new transition authority in Kabul 
and stressed that those "efforts 
continue to have our full and total 
support " . — Reuter 



US urges 
mujahideen to 
stop fighting 

WASHINGTON (Reuter) — 
The United States, which for years 
armed Afghan mujahideen batt- 
ling the communist government in 
Kabul, on Wednesday urged them 
to stop fighting and accept a UN- 
brokered peace deal. 

Washington, seemed alarmed at 
the rapid collapse of Afghan Presi- 
dent Najibullah's forces and the 
speedy advance of mujahideen 
towards the capital, Kabul. 

"There is a danger that current 
mihtary operation will only lead to 
more fighting and bloodshed", 
said State Department spokeswo- 
man Margaret Tutwiler. 

"The Afghan resistance has 
fought a long and bitter struggle 
for self-determination which won 
admiration and support from 
around the world, 

"They are now on the verge of 
achieving their goal of self-deter- 
mination for the Afghan people 
but would risk a prolonged and 
pointless conflict if they pursue a 
military option " , she said . 
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AJ'GMANiSTAN NEWS CLIPPING 



UN to defend Afghan 
unity, says Ghali 



opes 



TEHRAN, April 28: United 
Nations Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali said here on Monday the 
world body was duty-bound to 
defend the idependence and unity 
of Afghanistan. 



an immediate ceasefire in Kabul 
between rival Mujahideen groups. 

Velayati said his talks with Ghali 
were very positive and construc- 
tive and that Iran "supports the 
United Nations efforts to establish 



honour accord 



He told reporters after new talks a just peace in Afghanistan", 

with Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Velayati said Iran also supports 

Akbar Velayati that the UN and the Mujahideen's and Afghan's 

Iran shared the same goals in efforts to establish a regime 

Afghanistan — national reconcilia- accepted by the majority of the 

tion and maintaining the country's people and stressed that Tehran 

territorial integrity and political was ready to cooperate closely with 

independence. the United Nations to resolve the 

Ghaliiiwho arrived in^XehjrmaA r^problem, ™^ - 

Sunday, said the UN was "duty- Boutros Ghali, who was to holdl 

bound to defend the political inde- second meeting in as many days 

pendence and unity of Afghansi- with President Ali Akbar Hashemi 

tan, a member of the United Rafsanjani, also met with a delega- 



Nations. "The talks will continue 
through the intercession of the Sec- 
retary General's special envoy, Mr 
Benon Sevan", he said of his rep 



tion of Hezb-i-Wahdat Islami. 

A spokesman for the party, 
Abdullah Shafagh said his move- 
ment maintained its neutrality in 



resentative to the various Mujahi- the fighting in Kabul 



deen groups, who is accompanying 
him. 

The Secretary General said his 
two rounds of discussions with the 
foreign minister were "extremely 
constructive". 



The Shiite Mujahideen told 
Ghali they supported a UN peace 
plan for Afghanistan and pledged 
not to take part in the fighting. 

The English-language daily 

He voiced hope that reason and Tehran Times, which is close to the 

wisdom would previal to overcome government, said on Monday in an 

the differences between the vari- editorial that Afghanistan, which 

ous factions in Afghanistan. fought for independence after the 

On Sunday, the UN chief warned Soviet invasion of 1979, would 

that Afghanistan could break apart undoubtedly be the great loser in 

in new civil strife and appealed for any civil war. — AFP 



UN chief arrives 

tnHf^V tn 1 5^1 It nn bring Mujahideen leaders to an agree- 
tUUaj KAJ lOUV Ull ment. The main hurdle in the way of 

nVionrfinft AfrfVion ""PlementationofUNpeaceplanis 
tl Idl Igll Ig Algl lal I the confrontation between Conunan- 

der Ahmed Shah Massoud, a Tajik 



ISLAMABAD, April 25: The Sec- 
retary-General of the United 
Nations, Mr Boutros Boutros-Ghali, 
e.xpressing his gratitude for Pakis- 
tan's efforts, hoped that all the 
Afghan parties would abide by the 
agreement to facilitate smooth and 
peaceful transfer of power in 
Kabul. 

The Secretary-General said the 
role of UN would not end with 
peaceful transition of power, it 
would be required to contribute to 
the conflict era. 

The United Nations would not be 
able to raise any fund if conflict 
continued in Afghanistan. 

Briefing newsmen about the 
talks held here' on Saturday bet- 
ween the UN Secretary-General 
and Pakistan's delegation headed 
by Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Mohammad Siddique 
Kanju, a spokesmen of the Foreign 
Office said Mr Kanju briefed the 
Secretary-General in detail about 
the deteriorating situation in 
Jammu and Kashmir and the mas- 
sive human rights violations of the 
innocent Kashmiri people by the 
Indian forces. 

Mr Kanju also apprised the UN 
chief of Pakistan's sincere desire to 
seek a peaceful solution to the dis- 
pute and briefed him about Pakis- 
tan's efforts in this regard. 

The Minister of State urged the 
Secretary-General to use his influ- 
ence to persuade the Indian Gov- 
ernment to put an end to the reign 
of terror in Kashmir and to work 
sincerely with Pakistan in resolv- 



ing the tiispute peacefully in accor 
dance with the relevant resolutions! 
of the Security Council and in the 
spirit of the Simla x\greement 
which clearly recognised Jammu 
and Kashmir as an outstanding dis-| 
pute to be resolved through peace- 
ful means. 

In this conte.xt, the Minister o^ 
State underlined the bindin; 
nature of all Security Council resoii 
utions and the need for member 
States to respect and carry thenij 
out faithfully. 

Mr Kanju, the spokesman said, 
emphasised that a peaceful solu- 
tion of the dispute would have far-l 
reaching benefits for all the people 
of South Asia. It would help reduce 
tension, build confidence, facili-| 
tate reduction in military expendi- 
ture and enable the governments of | 
the two countries to harness tiieir 
economic resources for the better- 
ment of their peoples. 

Appreciating UN's ''positive! 
role" in Afghanistan issue's peace-j 
ful settlement, Mr Kanju said thei 
agreement reached in Peshawar on 
April 24 had opened a new chapter] 
in Afghan history. 

Pakistan had scrupulously fol-| 
lowed the United Nations* plan to 
avoid bloodshed and ethnic strife] 
and maintenance of unity, territo- 
rial integrity and sovereignty of| 
Afghanistan, the spokesman] 
remarked. 

Pakistan was also committed to a| 
smooth transfer of power to the] 
Afghan Mujahideen, the spokes- 
man added. — PPI. 



scenano 

By Aftab Kazmi 

ISLAMABAD: United Nations Secre- 
tary-General Boutros Ghali is due in 
the federal capital today to deliberate 



leader, and Gulbaddin Hekmatyar, the 
Pushtoon leader. 

Jamaat-e-Islami Azad Kashmir 
(JIAK) announced on Thursday that it 
will hold demonstrations in (Merent 
cities of Pakistan and Azad Kashmir 
on the arrival of Boutros Ghali. In 
Rawalpindi, a procession, led by JIAK 



on changing Afghan scenario with ^waipmoi a proc^on^eaoyjiAK 
PakistAni. Iranian and Afghan M,i. Ameer Abdul Rasheed Turabi, will 



Pakistani, Iranian and Afghan Mu 
jahideen leaders. 

He will reach Islamabad on a 



start from Marer Chowk at 1 1 :00 am. 
Abdul Rasheed Hirabi has said in 



threeKlay visit at the end of his five- ^ s^^ement that the W is workmg 
day visit of India. Pakistan was not in- only forthe mterests of the big pow- 
eluded in Mr Ghali's schedule but he turning a deaf ear towards the 

decided to visit Islamabad because of, , 
the deadlock on Afghan issue thus ^ ^ that if UN did not 
putting on stake the UN peace plan. ?!^^P* * positive attitude towards the 
It wiU be the first ever visit of any UN would lose its 

credibility m the eyes of whole Is- 
lamic world. 

Meanwhile, some other Kashmir 
organisations are also preparing to 
hold protest demonstration in Muzaf- 
4M&orS WTE32fATlOSJS^^^^ ^^P^^ Kashmir, 
Z^APk IQQO in other main cities of Azad Kash- 

' ^ Cr mir 
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lamabad after nine-day stay in Kabul. 
The period witnessed dramatic 
events in Afghanistan including the 
resignation of Dr Nsyibullah, leaving 
the country in a messy situation. 

The Prime Minister is said to 
have emphasised during the meeting 
that Pakistan wants peace and nor- 
malcy and was endeavouring to 
bring the Afghan Miyahideen groups 



UN envoy 
briefs Nawaz on 
Afghan situation 



By Tariq Butt 



ISLAMABAD: Benon Sevan, UN Sec 
retary General's special representa 



Secretary-general to Pakistan 

Benon Sevan, UN Secretary-gen- 
eral's special representative on 
Afghanistan, is also very active to 



tive^ursday briefed Prime Minister some kind of consensus formula 

Nawaz Sharif on a series of rounds for the settlement of the 13-year dd 

of talks he held with Afgh^m leaders conflict. 

in Kabul. He informed the UN envoy about 
The UN envoy flew into Islam- the talks he and his aides and offi- 
abad from the Afghan capital on cials had held with the Mtyahideen 
Thursday Immediately after his ar- representatives in Islamabad and Pfe- 
rival, he went into a session with the shawar over the past week. He ex- 
Prime Minister. He also separately pressed the hope that the resistance 
met Minister of State Mohammad leaders would agree to the composi- 
Siddique Karyo. ' tion of a council to take over in 
Benon Sevan came back to Is- Kabul. 



Al'GHANlSTAN NEWS CLIPPING 



Kabul rulers want UN could play role 
amnesty: Sevan 



1 



ISLAMABAD (PPl) — UN Sec- Kabul. 



NATION 



of catalyst: Ghali 

IJAWN By Bill Tarrant 2^APR1992 



retary General's Special Represen- 
tative on Afghanistan. Mr Benon 
Sevan, has said the authorities in 
Kabul Afghanistan. Mr Benon 
Sevan, has said the authorities in 
Kabul * are prepared to transfer 
power to Afghan Mujahideen but 
wanted assurances of security, per- 
sonal safety, protection of prepatory 
and general amnesty. 

Addressinii a selective news con- 
, ference here on Thursday, he ab- 
! served that there was a need to as- 
I sure the authorities that there would 
be no blood shed and revenge. He 
described the present situation in 
Afghanistan as very difficult and 
feared that if there was no agree- 
ment soon it could have serious im- 
plications. He called upon Afghan 
Mujahideen commanders and polit- 
ical leadership to show flexibility 
and compromise for the interim 
period and let the elections decide 
who the leader should be. 

Benon Sevan said commanders 
and leaders should sit together and 
sort out the issues involved. He said 
that had all along been talk of an 
Islamic government in a Afghanisa- 
tan and opposition to Najibullah and 
Watan party. Now that Najibullah 
is not on the political scene the 
Mujahideen should form a council 
and take over the uovernment in 



Asked about the future of .\lr 
Najibullah the UN Envoy said he 
was interested more in peace. In 
reply to a question, why the UN 
failed to secure as a safe passage for 
Najibullah. he said he is calling upon 
all that any settlement in Afghanis- 
tai» should be combined with a gei;-. 
eral amnesty and there would be no 
exception. 

Benon Sevan said during his visit 
to Mazar Sharif and Charikar he met 
a number of commanders and polit- 
ical leaders and found them in- 
terested in a political settlement. 
There is a serious desire to avoid 
bloodshed and ethnic division. 

When asked about the fate of UN 
peace plan he said all proposals are 
on the table. He said during his 
meeting with Commander Ahmed 
Shah Masood. the Afghan leader 
told him that he always supported 
the UN plan and considered the UN 
role as positive. 

Replying to another question, he 
hoped that the UN Secretary-Gen- 
eral might meet Afghan comman- 
ders. He was of the view that pre- 
sence of Dr Ghali in the area would 
create a favourable-atmosphe|-e for 
an early settlement. 

.Mr Sevan, who held meeting with 
the Prime Minister and .Minister of 

Continued on Page 



NEW DELHI, April 23: UN Sec- 
retary General Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali said in New Delhi on Thurs- 
day that he hoped the United 
Nations could "'play the role of 
catalyst" in bringing peace to 
Afghanistan. 

Boutros-Ghali will fly to 
Islamabad on Friday to meet his 
personal envoy Benon Sevan, who 
has been trying this week to broker 
a peace settlement to end 14 years 
of fratricidal war in Afghanistan. 

"Our position is we want national 
reconciliation of all the factions," 
Boutros-Ghali told a news confer- 
ence at the end of a three-day visit 
to India. 

"We are not interested to rein- 
force the position of 'A' at the 
expense of the position of 'B'. By 
definition we are neutral," he said. 

"It is exactly the same position 
that .we , had in Cambodia. We are 
treating all the factions on the 
same level, even if they have diffe- 
rent practical power on the 
ground." 

Boutros-Ghali flew to India from 
Cambodia where he reviewed a UN 
peace-keeping operation, deployed 
to end a 13-year civil war. 

He said the UN was aiming for 



national reconciliation in 
Afghanistan, "Furthermore, we 
want to play the role of catalyst in 
this national reconciliation, with- 
out interfering in the internal 
affairs of the country." 

Boutros-Ghali said he did not 
want to comment further until 
after talks with Sevan in 
Islamabad. 

Sevan told reporters before leav- 
ing the besieged Afghan capital 
that his task was to forestall a bat- 
tle for Kabul between the two most 
powerful guerrilla chiefs — Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar and his main 
rival for power, Ahmad Shah 
Masood. 

"What I want to appeal is that 
they hold their fire and they stay 
where they are, each of them, to 
make no move towards Kabul," he 
told a news conference in 
Islamabad. 

Hekmatyar, wijo has concen- 
trated his forces south of Kabul, 
has given government militia and 
Masood until the end of Thursday 
to quit the security belt round 
Kabul or face attack. 

Sevan had been in Kabul since 
president Najibuljgh-, was ousted a 
week ago. — Rp 



Kabul rulers mapr ^ 



GhaU 



Continued from page 
Slate for Foreign Affairs, said he has 
no doubts that Pakistan is seriously 
working to avoid bloodshed in Af- 
ghanistan and is trying to find ways 
for the setting up of .Mujahideen 
Council. 

Asked whether he has brought 
any specific message from Comman- 
der Ahmad Shah Masood for Pakis- 
tani authorities, he said he had mes- 
sages with him from all sides. 

He said he was going to Peshawar 
on Sunday to discuss the situation 
with Afghan Mujahiddeen leaders. 

When asked whether it was possi- 
ble to carry the process further with- 
out the support of Ghubadin Hek- 
matyar, he said it was for Afghans 
themselves to decide. However, he 
said they have always emphasised 
that no individual or a single group 
could bring peace in Afghanistan 
and all should sit together to find a 
settlement. 

United Nations Special Envov 
pleaded with rival Mujahideen lead- 



ers on Thursday to hold back their 
guerrillas from sparking a disastrous 
new war in Afghanistan. 

"What 1 want to appeal is that 
they hold their fire and they stay 
where they are each of them, to 
make no-move towards Kabul," he 
said, 

Sevan blamed failure on the per- 
sonal ambitions of some leaders who 
were pursuing their personal in- 
terests. "There is no agreement soon 
there will be disaster." he said. "I 
hope they put a side their ambitions, 
their personal interests, even party 
interests, get together and solve 
their differences for the sake of the 
future of the country." "This is not 
a wrestling match. We are talking 
about the destiny of the people, the 
destiny of the country as a unified 
state." 

Sevan told reporters he hoped UN 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
would be able to use his influence 
on the guerrilla leaders during a two^ 
dav visit to Pakistan from Friday. 



ceasefire in Afghanistan 

UN Secretary General calls for general amnesty 



APP 

ISLAMABAD: United Nations Secre- 
tary General Dr Boutros Boutros 
Ghali Sunday appealed to all con- 
cerned parties to exercise restraint 
and to avoid violence in Afghanistan. 

In a press statement before his de- 
parture for Tehran, he said: "^Now is 
the time for healing, tolerance and 
forgiveness." The Secretary General 
emphasised the need for an immedi- 
ate cease-fire, declaration of general 
amnesty for all, respect for human 
rights, guarantees for personal safety 
and security of personal property. 

He expressed his appreciation for 
Pakistan's firm support for the UN ef- 
forts in Afghanistan. At this crucial 
juncture, Uie Secretary General em- 
phasised that no effort should be 
spared in promoting national unity 
and safeguarding the territorial in- 
tegrity and independence of 
Afghanistan. 

Dr Ghali pointed out that the 



neighbours of Afghanistan, especially 
Iran and Pakistan had a n^jor role in 
helping the Afghan people in this re- 
spect It was important for all Afghans 
to avoid further bloodshed and dvil 
war. This would only prolong the suf- 
fering of the Afghan people and add 
to the further devastation of the coun- 
try, the statement added. 

He said the establishment of a 
durable peace and the maintenance of 
national unity were pre-requisites for 
soliciting the necessary financial and 
humanitarian assistance from the in- 
temationai community. Dr Boutros 
Ghali reiterated the readiness of the 
UN to assist the Afghans in the reha- 
bilitation and reconstruction of their 
devastated country 

Mr Ghali was seen of at the airport 
by Federal Minister for Education 
Syed Fkkhar Imam and Miruster of 
State for Foreign Affairs, Siddique 
Khan Kaivjo besides senior officials of 
the Fbreign Office and the members 
of the diplomatic corps. 
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Mujahideen enter 
Kabul perimeter 

Sevan meets Masood 



KABUL (AFP) — Top Afghan 
mujahideen commander Ahmed 
Shah Masood met Wednesday 
I with the UN special negotiator on 
Afghanistan, Benon Sevan, as sco- 
res of his troops entered Kabul's 
perimeter peacefully. 

"By the grace of God there has 
been no fighting," Masood told 
journalists in the town of Chari- 
kar, some 80 kilometres (50 miles) 
north of the capital, where he met 
with Sevan, who arrived there by 
government helicopter. 

Masood was referring to the 
possibility of a battle between his 
men, who are loosely allied with 
the government, and the troops of 
rival mujahideen leader Gulbadin 
Hekmatyar, who was approaching 
the city from the south. 

However, the commander told 
journalists before the meeting with 
Sevan, that some of his men had 
been present when government 
troops repulsed an attack at Tangi 
Wahjan, some 50 kilometres (31 
miles) south of the city. 

Journalists returning from the 
meeting to Kabul reported hun- 
dreds of Masood troops walking 
towards the city, and later they 
could be seen ranged along a 
mountain crest visible from a hotel 
window. Scores had entered the 
streets, but they had left their arms 
at checkpoints outside the city, 
witnesses said. 

It was not clear why the troops 
were ranged along the southwe- 
stern Paghman hill line, behind 
which are a patchwork of mujahi- 
deen troops. 

The contents of the talks 
between Sevan and Masood, who 
has proposed a mujahideen 
government in Kabul, were not 
immediatelv known. 



However, Masood told repor- 
ters he was "very hopeful" a uni- 
fied council could be formed 
among mujahideen, and advised 
Hekmatyar to go to Peshawar and 
talk with other mujahideen leaders 
to try to reach an agreement rather 
than launch an offensive. 

Sevan after his return to Kabul, 
described his meeting with 
Masood as "satisfying" and urged ^i^Y of ^ neutral council to stand as 
all other parties to match northern an interim government in Kabul, 
mujahideen commander's as suggested earlier by the United 

retraint. Sevan said he had been Nations, had been taken over by 
given "a very warm reception" by events. 



radio telephone was out of the" 
range of his rival leader's tele- 
phone. 

Sevan, spoke with the mujahi- 
deen over lunch in the home of a 
rice mill owner in Charikar rented 
by Masood. He told. the gathered 
commanders that there "are two 
ways to enter Kabul, talk and go 
inside, or you can fight each other. 
"It is time for everyone to talk, " he 
added. 

The UN representative also 
brushed off questions about the 
fate of former Afghan president 
NajibuUah, ousted last week, as "a 
secondary issue." "The most imp- 
ortant issue to resolve today is the 
fate of Afghanistan," he added. 
Masood said he felt the possibi- 



Asked if, he would fight Hek- 
matyar if he refused to enter talks, 
he replied: "we are trying to solve 
this problem through negotiations 
and talking. I believe and am 

be 



Masood. "I am very much satisfied 
with my visit (to Masood) which 
was not the first," he said. "I wel- 
come his commitment to restraint 
in order to give peace a chance, . ^ , . 
and I appeal to all others to do the hopeful that a consensus can 
53jj^g " reached With Hekmatyar. 

Asked whether he thought radi- ^he thin, beared Masood, 

cal Hekmatyar would join the named the ''Lion of Panjshir" after 

peace process, Sevan ceplied: "I ^he valley he defended from Soviet 

look forward to meeting him as troops during their occupation, 

soon as possible and practicable, then repeated a statement Sevan 

because the fate of Afghanistan is had made in February: "the peace 

at stake and there should be no train has already departed. Whoe- 

precipitous action in order to ver gets on, get on. Whoever does 
ensure an orderly change over of 
power in Kabul." 



not has missed the train." 
Sevan for his part repeated that 
In Kabul, Afghan foreign mini- there was no rigid UN peace plan, 
ster Abdul Wakil, who has also "Nothing is dead," the UN official 
held talks with Masood, told a said. "When you pick up clothes in 
press conference that Kabul resi- the shop, you take the ones that 
dents should be assured that the fit," 
defence of the city was in govern- 
ment hands. 

Mujahideen groups should also 
be assured of this, Wakil warned, 
adding that any attack by Hekma- 
tyar would be repulsed. 

Masood, however, told journa- 
lists he had made no direct contact 
with Hekmatyar, adding that his 
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Ghali may meet 
Afghan le aders 



By FAISAL SAEED QAZI 

Minister of state for foreign 
affairs Sadique Kanju and secre- 
tary-general of foreign office 
Akram Zaki arrived in Peshawar 
on Thursday evening where they 
are contacting Afghan resistance 
leaders to convince them to have a 
meeting with Boutros Ghali gene- 
ral secretary of United Nations to 
seek peaceful settlement of Afgha- 
nistan. According to inform sour- 
ces the mujahideen leaders if 
agreed would go to Islamabad to 
have a meeting with Boutros 
Ghali. 



Meanwhile, a number of mee- 
tings between Afghan resistance 
leaders at provicial metropolis 
have ended inconclusive. The 
source close to Afghan mujahi- 
deen has desclosed that a meeting 
between Qutab-ud-Din, represen- 
tative of Gulbadin Hekmatyar and 
Professor Rabbani have decided to 
set up a joint commission to 
remove the misunderstandings 
and dif^r£Qc^s existed between 
the two parties'." 

Meanwhile, on Thursday mee- 
tings between Afghan leaders 
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added to the frustrations Afghan 
leaders as two of Afghan leaders 
Pir Syed Gilani and Maulavi Nabi 
Mohammadi have announced that 
their withdrawal from the race of 
presidential post in Kabul meanw- 
hile, Pir Sibghat Ullah Mujaddadi 
has said that though he was not a 
candidate for the Afghan presi- 
dential seat but if he was asked to 
take over he would hold the office 
in the best interest of the Afghani- 
stan. 

The Pakistani politicians despite 
of strong criticism by some of Afg- 
han resistance groups kept busy in 
consultation with Afghan leaders 
and Pakistan official to bring them 
closer to a negotiated peaceful 



Ghali refuses 



to say if Najib 
is safe 

By Our Monitoring Desk 

The UN Secretary-General Dr 
Boutros Ghali has said that the ob- 
jective of the UN in Afghanistan is 
to maintain its political indepen- 
dence, defend its territorial integrity 
and to promote national reconcilia- 
tion, reports AIR. 

Talking to newsmen on his arrival 
at the airport in New Delhi on Tues- 
day night, he however refused to 
comment on whether ousted Presi- 
dent Dr Najib is safe or not. 

Meanwhile India's .Minister of 
State for External Affairs Eduardo 
Faleiro on Tuesday informed the 
Lok Sabha that there has been no 
formal request from Dr Najib for 
asylum is India. 

Making a statement in the house, 
he said that Dr Najib is still in the 
UN office in Kabul and the situation 
in the Afghan capital is calm but 
tense. He said that Indian personnel 
in Afghanistan are safe and the gov- 
ernment has made arrangements for 
their protection in case of any 
danger. 

Mr Faleiro said India is in touch 
with the UN Secretary-General and 
other countries over the problem. 
He said India supports UN efforts 
to bring peace in Afganistan and 
hopes that a definable political 
structure will emerge there soon. 

The spokesman of the External 
Affairs Ministrv said on Tuesdav 
that India's relations with Afghanis- 
tan are on state to state basis. 

The spokemsan said the govern- 
ment of India is in touch with the 
UN authorities on the development? 
in Afghanistan. 

He denied any knowledge of Df 
Najib s desire to meet the UN Sec- 
retary-General Dr Boutros Ghali in 
New Delhi. 

The spokesman described the 
situation in Afghanistan as tense and 

^nggrtuin, I 



settlement. - 
Maulana Fazal-ur-Rehman has 
claimed that Hizb-e-Isalmi has 
extended its deadline, abut eva- 
cuating Kabul from Doostam's 
militia. It is pertinent to recall that 
Hikmatyar has given a deadline to 
malitia to avacuate Kabul before 
April 26. 

Mewanwhile, the Hizb sources 
have not confirmed the JUI lea- 
der's claim. 
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TAKE POWER IN KABUE: 



Afghan acting President 
Abdul Rahim Hatif savs his 
govemmmit is raady n> transfer 
power to mujahideen guerrillas 
surrounding Kabul 

New aliiance of opposition forces 
led by Ahmad Shah Masood is poised 
north of capital . \ 
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ICRC worker shot 
dead near Kabul 

KABUL: A worker of the International 
Committee of Red Cross QCRC) was 
killed on Wednesday while discharg- 
ing his duties in the town of Maidan 
Shah, 40 km south of Kabul, a wit- 
ness said. 

Patrick Robert, a Photographer, 
said the incident took place when a 
small convoy of the ICRC vehicles ar- 
rived in Maidan Shah to carry out a 
routine medical mission. A Mu- 
jahideen trooper reached through the 
window of one of the cars and shot 
the man, Robert said Maiden Shah is 
currently being controlled by a coali- 
tion of the Mi^ahideen and the dissi- 
dent Kabul troops. 

The Miyahideen commanders, 
who dragged the killer away from the 
car, said he had apparently shot the 
man "because he was not a Muslim." 

The ICRC confirmed that one of 
their personnel had been killed but 
withheld the identity of the deceased. 
The ICRC has been making frequent 
trips to the countryside around Kabul 
on a humanitarian mission for the 
past two weeks despite the tense mil- 
itary situation. 

In most of the areas, ICRC sources 
said the unusual coalitions, that 
sprung up between the government 
and Mi^jahideen troops, had made 
their job easier because no lines had 
to be crossed. The ICRC Tuesday 
spoke of a marked increase m the 
number of iiyured persons being ad- 
mitted to the hospitals in towns near 
Kabul held by the Miyahideen. 
During the past eight days, at least 
\ 100 wounded fighters were admitted 
^ to the first-aid stations in Mir 
' Pachakot and Skeikhabad, ICRC 
added.— AFP 



ICRC suspends 
work outside 
Kabul, cuts team 
in Afghanistan 

GENEVA: The International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC) said 
Thursday it was evacuating 20 of its 
60 workers in Afghanistan after one 
of its worker was shot dead on i 
Wednesday 

In a statement issued at its head- i 
quarters here, the ICRC said the 20 \ 
would either be repatriated to 
Geneva, or sent across the Pakistani 
border to Peshawar. In addition, the 
ICRC said it was suspending all work 
in Afghanistan outside the capital 
Kabul and would decide later what 
guarantees it would demand for re- 
sumption of those activities. 

"The essential activity on which 
the ICRC is concentrating for the 
moment remains at the surgical hos- 
pital in Kabul," said ICRC 
spokesman Roland Sidler. "The team 
remaining in place can deal with any 
new situation and can be reinforced 
on short notice," he said. — AFP 
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Red Cross 
prepares for 
casualties 

KABUL, April 27: Tucked behind 
rows of sandbags and witewashed 
walls, the staff of KabuPs Red 
Cross hospital struggle on two 
fronts, medical and political. 

Administrators at the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red 
Cross Hospital said on Sunday they 
were seeing steadily increasing 
numbers of wounded, most hit by 
small-arms fire and rocket propel- 
led grenades. 

The past two days of fighting bet- 
ween rival Mujahideen factions for 
control of the Afghan capital 
brought in more than 50 new 
wounded, swelling the number to 
176. Three patients were dead on 
arrival and xhrvc died on the oprat- 
ing table. — Reuter 
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ICRC airlifts 
supplies to 
Kabul 

F.P. Bureau Report 

ISLAMABAD — A twin- 
engine Beechcraft left Peshawar 
on Tuesday for Kabul, landing 
safely in the Afghan capital with 
medical personnel and supplies, 
the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) said. 

It was the first ICRC plane to 
land in the strife-ridden city since 
Sunday, Franck Lador, the ICRC 
chief of mission in Pakistan, said. 

Jean-Michel .Monod, ICRC's 
Asia-Pacific regional director, was 
aboard the small plane, which 
landed with the help of UN pilots 
because "there was no one left in 
the control tower," Lador said. 

The plane, which landed at 0830 
GMT, was carrying two medical 
workers and emergency medical 
supplies, he said, adding that tour 
more medical workers were expec- 
ted to leave Pakistan today. 

The ICRC hospital in Kabul was 
treating on Wednesday more than 
200 casualties from the fighting of 
the last several days, he said. 
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ICRC to send 
more medical 
personnel to Kabul 

GENEVA (AFP > — The Inter- 
national Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) said on Monday it 
was planning to fly more medical 
personnel into Kabul to relieve 
exhausted surgical teams at the 
city hospital, working round-the- 
clock to cope with casualties. 
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Wheat bein g dmributed among Afghan refugees^ at UNHCR godow n at Jamrud^F. R photo^ 




^ 1 

J 




AFGHANISTAN NFWS CIJPiMNG 




All Afalum securUv officer standing guard at UN building in Kabid, where deposed Afghan president Najibullah has 
taken refugei^^^^^^^^sm by Persian speaking rivals in Watan Party. The signboard reads: The office of the 

UN secrcnirv-'^cneraf in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Photo off Independent Television screen 
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Brigadier General Abdul Rashid Dostam (C), commander of the newlx created military 
council now in control of north&m^ghanistan, poses in Mazar-i-Sharif with soldiers and 
mujahideen from various factions, now united to ask for President Najihullah' s resignation. 
-AFP photo (Story on Back Page) gKQ^|TI£;U 1031 IQ APR 19^2 o- 




Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and the president of interim Afghan government, Prof Sibg- 
hatullah Mujaddedi, addressing a joint press conference in the conference hall of the Prime 
Mttister's Secretariat in Kabul on Wednesday. —FP photo ■ ■ ' ' 
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Hezb-i-lslami (Kbalis) commander Abdul 
iahUeen In Butkhak area ' " '"" — 




on his way to Kabul on Monday.— Photo by Syed Haider Shah 
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Dostum militiamen 'Gilam Jam' pmrding Kabt 




Emergency food aid is being haded in a Pakistan militarv aircraft at Chaklala air base on 
S^nmyi Tmpkme later left for the Afghan capital in the first such operation organised in 
toordination with the UN since the beginning of the war in AfgfmMm.— AFP photo 
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Jamiat-i-Islami mujahideen inside presidential palace in Kabul on Sunday, -rphoto off Independent Television screen 
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;i view of Naghlu dam in Sarobi area, where a pawer station supplies electrMjf to IMari. Tht^aaifrnwHO^Iemlmmietll^nikrlMh^ 

. /a /n/ (/Tfta/ZsJ Commander Abdul H ag. — Pftoto 6y Syetf tfa/rfer 5ftaA ^ 
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KABUL: Sibghatullah Mujaddidi (R), who has assumed Afghanistan's interim presidency, speaks during the formal 
handing over of the Kabul government on Tuesday. Looking on are Vice President Abdul Wahid Sawrobi (L) and Foreign Minister 
Abdul Wakil (C behind) of the Soviet-installed regime, A rocket hit the building minutes after the ceremony ended, — AFP 
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Supporters of Prof. Burhanuddin Rabbani (upper portrait), politk^-ehief of Jamiat-i- 
Islami Afghanistan, celebrate the fact that mujahideen leaders were close to forming a coun- 
cil to take power in Kabul. Lower portrait is that ofMatetn, a political leader belonging to 
Rabbani' s party.— F.P^ph^ 
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An Afghan moriey changer in Peshawar on Monday listens on his transistor radio the news 
of the situation in Afghanistan.— FP photo .1. 
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Afghan army soldiers and mujahideen attached with the Jamiat-i-Islami ride atop a tank on 
Thursday approximately 23 kilometres north of Kabid.—AFP photo 
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An elderly man gestures to children sifting through debris on 

Tuesday in Kabul one day after heavy fighting between 

rival mujahideen factions. In background at right is a mos- An Afghan youth reads a newspaper aloud to aaothaTyoiitb la MM of a 

que. mosque on Wednesday in Kabul's crowded central markat-rAff pMo 
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KABUL: Afghan Mujahideen beat a captured officer of the former communist govermnent secret 
police with their rifle after they found him hiding at the Interior Ministry in Kabul on Wednesday. The 
Mvjihideen Government captured the Ministry which was earlier held by rival Hezb-i-Islami rebels 
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KABUL: Flanked by Afghan army soldiers, a Mujahid loyal to Gulbadin HIkmatyar's Hezb-l-lslaiT» sits atop an armoured 
personnel carrier with rocket launchers on Sa tuMa y about ^^J^^^i^^^^^^ * S^T ^r^^J"^^^^^^ 
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KABUL: Jamiat-i-Islami Mujahideen fighters grab and beat a rived Hezb-i-Islami rebel. He was captured 
during a battle in Kabul on Sunday. The Hezb-i-Islami split from the Mujahideen coalition and is battling 
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■The notorious Pul-i-Charkhi prison, some 40 kilometres off KabuL r—l ',uaa^^^ 
W^msday contrary to the claims of some mujahuleen .roups ofdestroun, "-F-Pjl^'^^ 
off TV screen 
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Tal^andlbrace each other in outshirts of Afghan capital on Wednesday. -F. P. photo 
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KABUL: The new Afghan President, Sibghatullah Mujaddedi, gestures on his arrival in Kabul on Tuesday. Mujaddedi will head the Mujahi- 

deen coalition until elections can be set for a later date. — Reuter wirephoto 
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f KABUEr l&astum militia ca: 
fort on Monday. 



^^^ ^^S^^^^o^^\iromrivtil Mujahideen during fighting at the Bala Hisar 





4 recent picture ofJamiat-e-lslami commander Ahmad Shah Masood's bodyguards.— Photo by Najibullah Sadiqee 
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KABUL- A Dostum Mujahideen fighter fires an RPe^k«i'ftwA%Mtfit4a«ank at advancing Hezb-i-Islami rebels at the Bala Hisar Palace in 
tobul on SunS tL S^^^ split Lm the Mujahideen coalition and began battling for control of the capital held by Commander 

Masood. — RpiitAr wireohoto . 




KABUL: A Dostum Mujahideen fighter runs as he fires his AK-47 against advancing Hezb-i-Islami rebels at the Bala Hisar Palace m Kabul 
on Sunday. The Hizb-i-Islami split from Mujahideen coalition and began battling for control of the capital held by Commander Masood. — 
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KABUL: An Afghan Mujahid executes a captured officer of the former communist government secret 
police found hiding at the Interior Ministry on Wednesday.— Renter wirephoto. 
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KABUL: Afghan rebels occupy a government tank outside Kabul on 
Sursdav Mujahideen forces continue to surround the «:apUal as 
Government continued talks with Mujaludeen comma^^^^^^ 
orderly transfer of power to prevent further Woodshed.~Reater 
wirephoto. . 
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The oldif^i^nal flag was still flying at the residence of the 
Afghan consul in Peshawar on Tuesday. — FP photo 
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SibghatuUah Mujaddadi, president of the interim Afghan government, on Monday praying 
for the success ^the new §m-up at his residence in Peshawar before departure for Kabul— 
F.P. photo 




Muiahideen leader, SibghatuUah Mojadeddi waves to photographers after he formally assumed the mterim pres- 
idency of Afghanistan. Mmisddi arrived in the day to a hero's welcome. Heavy fighting in the capital has re- 
sumed after a period of mn^e^.-'^FffiMo 
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KABLL: Afghan Mujahici from Commander Masood's forces stop a bus at their checkpoint on th« outskirts of Kbaul on Wednesday. The capital remained quiet 

as Mmahideen forces and the government continue talks on the handover of power. — Reuter wirephoto 
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Chief of Staff of the Afghan Air Force General Jamil (L) discusses the situation with his deputy, Mohammed Halem Raziz at Kabul's military airport on 
Friday.— AFP photo 
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Z?r/,vA- business in Afghan currency near BISE Peshawar. Jhe trade has picked up after Najib's announcement to step down. 

F. P. photo 




